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PEEFACE. 

In this work the author has endeavored to compress 
together, in a popular forfn^ such events in the li^tory of 
Maryland as would interest the general reader, and to give 
a simple narration of the settlement of the colony ; its rise 
and progress ; its troubles and revolutions ; as well as the 
long periods of peace and serenity, which beautified its early 
days: — to picture the beginning, the progress, and the 
happy conclusion of the war of independence — ^the forti- 
tude and valor of the sons of Maryland upon the field, and 
their wisdom in council. He has, therefore, dwelt upon 
those portions of the revolutionary battles, alone, in which 
they bore a conspicuous part. From the close of that war, 
and the adoption .df the constitution of the United States,— 
mingling and identifying the most important parts of 
the history of the State, with that of the nation — ^he has 
only attempted to sketch out a few of the results, which 
have denoted its progress and prosperity, avoiding care- 
iiilly, as unsuited to the object of his labors, the strifes and 
contentions of parties, however interesting a portion of 
its political history they may present. 

In conclusion, he tenders his acknowledgements to the 
president and other officers and members of the Maryland 
Historical Society, for the uniform kindness with which 
they have at all times afforded him access to their archives, 
and facilitated his researches among their valuable collec- 
tions. 

FunuoK, JMwary It 1SI9. 
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HISTORY OF MARYLAND. 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER, 

JL HE discovery of America in 1492, by Christopher 
Columbus, 9t a time when the chivalry of Spain was in its 
brightest and its latest glory, threw open to the brave 
spirits fresh from the conquest of Granada, and the victo- 
rioos battle fields of Italy, a new world, full of wild adven- 
tures, of novel wonders, and teeming, in their fancies, with 
measureless riches. The graceful forms of a strange race, 
whose complexions were tinted with the hues of the sun, 
the gorgeous specimens of their wealth and their works of 
art, displayed before the admiring court of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, turned all hearts towards this El Dorado of the 
west ; and the discovery of the beautiful isles of the great 
gulf, was followed by the conquest of Mexico, and of 
Peru; by the exploration through the swamps of Florida 
and the plains of Louisiana in quest of the fabled waters of 
perpetual life— expeditions wilder than any ever sketched 
out before in the fkncy of the novelist, or the song of the 
minstrel, sometimes crowned with success, sometimes dis- 
astrous in the extreme. 

The rich mines of the south, its fertile soil producing 
alike, spontaneously, the necessaries and luxuries of life ; 
its beautiful sky and its balmy air, similar to, but sur- 
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14 IKTRODUCTORT CHAPTER. 

paasing their own, allured the Spaniard apd the Portugaese 
who never once turned their steps to the colder climate 
and the temperate skies of a more northern latitude r ahd a 
centurj passed before another race, from a congenial iand, 
shaped their course towards that region, which has since 
become .the seat of a great and powerful people, excelling 
in wealth, in freedom, in the arts, the dwellers in the ear- 
lier settled, but more enervating countries of the south. 

But the one was fostered and cherished by the blasting 
kindness of a royal hand — ^the other grew up, untended 
and unheeded, breasting the storms, providing for its own 
safety, protecting itself and gaining from use the strength 
of manhood, even in its early infancy. The Spaniards cast 
their lot amongst a semi-oivilized race, whom they subdued, 
and with whom they intermingled their blood ; and were a 
royal government over a conquered people. The English 
came to build up their empire in a wild uncultivated forest, 
with a savage foe around them, whom they exterminated, 
and then found none, within their borders, who were not 
equals and freemen. Thus it was that the mingled race of 
the north, composed, as in time it came to be, of many 
nations and different peoples— the fiery Celt and Frank— 
the phlegmatic German, and the ever-pressing-onward An* 
glo-Saxon-— gathering the best featufes from each, assimi- 
lated into one mass of marked power and energy ; while 
the colonists of Spain, carefully nursed by the crown, and 
swaddled into weakness and effeminacy,- deteriorated by 
commingling with an inferior race, grew up into a sickly 
state, and slowly arrived to that degree of strength which 
enabled them to cast off the political control of the mother 
country,^the effects of their early misgovernment still 
appearing in a waot of firmness, unanimity, and ability for 
self-legislation. 

Scarcely had the report of the wonderful discoveries of 
Columbus reached the ctourt of Henry the seventh, of £ng^ 
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UfTEODUCTOUT CHAFTKR. 15 

land, before the spirit of aclveDture awoke in that kingdom, 
and an expedition waa planned by .a citizen of Venice, 
Giovanni Gaboto— or John Cabot, as he is usoallj called—- 
for the purpose of exploring a more convenient roate to 
the Indies, a portion of which the recent Spanish acquisi- 
tions were supposed to be. Manj delays occurred from the 
want of sufficient aid to undertake the voyage, and it was 
not untit a short time before the death of John Cabot that 
the kiog consented to further the enterprise, by issuing his 
license, dated on thie 3d of February, 1498, authorizing him 
" to seize upon six English ships in any port or ports of the 
reahn of England, of 200 tons burthen or under, with their 
requisite apparatus, &c,"* Upon the death of the father, 
Sebastian Cabot, the son, applied to the king for assistance 
to carry out the design. He was furniHhed with one ship 
at the royal expense ; while three or four more were fitted 
out by the merchants of Bristol. In May, 1498, the fleet 
weighed anchor, and after several weeks sailing due west, 
discovered land, which they called Newfoundland. A few 
days after, they made another island, which they named St. 
John. Still pursuing a western course, Cabot soon reached 
the main land, just in season to contest with the Spanish 
navigators the honor of having first touched the Continent 
of America. Ho coasted along the newly discovered shores 
as far south as the thirty-eighth degree of latitude, when his 
provisions growing short, and a mutiny breaking out among 
the sailors, he was compelled to put about and steer for 
England, where he arrived in safbty. It is highly probable 
that Cabot, in this voyage, discovered and touched upon 
the Atlantic shore of Maryland, which lies within the thirty- 
eighth and ninth degrees; and the eastern shore of Worces- 
ter county was, therefore, the last portion of the continent 
which he visited. It seems that several abortive attempts 
were made to folh>w up the discoveries of Cabot, but, during 
* Bosmsn't Ataryland.vol. 1, p. 12. 
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the remainder of the reign, the Bpirh of enterprise appeared 
to have died away» or turned to other objects. In the 
mean while, the French, Spaniards, and Portuguese prose- 
cuted their discoveries with unabated zeal and complete 
success. Giovanni Verazzini, a Florentine, in the service 
of France, made three voyages of discovery along the coast 
of North America, the second of which, in 1524, aAerwards 
became famous, as the foundation of much of the French 
claims to their extensive possessions in the New World. 
But the only interest which these explorations have to the 
student of Maryland history, is in the &ct, that the Floren- 
tine was the second navigator who passed along the shores 
of the State, and the first to cross before the mouth of the 
Chesapeake Bay, though the Bay itself was not discovered 
until 1585, by Governor Lane, of the first colony of Vir- 
ginia. Yet this vast inlet was not traversed for some 
years ; and it is said that Captain Bartholomew Gilbert, in 
1603, was the first to enter and explore it. 

Somewhat more than a century passed, from the discovery 
of North America by Cabot, before any successful attempt 
was made by the English to colonize it. These enterprises 
are, to a certain extent, connected with the history of Maryr 
land, and therefore necessary to be touched on here. In 
the year 1606 were formed, the London and Plymouth 
Companies, and, by letters patent issued on the tenth day 
of April in that year, the portion of the Continent lying 
between the thirty-fourth and forty-fifth degrees of north 
latitude, was granted to them in nearly equal shares, — the 
territory from the first mentioned degree to the forty-fiist 
being assigned to the London, and from the thirty-eighth 
to the forty-fidh to the Plymouth Company; and, as by this 
provision there was a territory of three degrees in extent 
which was common to both, it was further specified, that 
the party who first settled within this region, thus overlap- 
ped by the two granto, should possess the coast fifty miles 
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each way from the point' of sattlemeni, and one hundred 
miles to the interior, whilst no settlement was to be made 
by the other company within one hundred miles of the first. 

The Lx>ndon Company immediately began their preparap 
lions, which, although they were completed somewhat later 
than those of the Plymouth Company, were produotive of 
greater results* The fleet consisting of a Tessel of one 
hundred tons, one of forty luitd one of twenty, with one 
hundred and, five colonists on board, set sail from Black- 
wall, on the Thames; on the 19th of December, 1606, 
under the commsnd of Capt. Christopher Newport.* They 
carried with them seailed Instructions, to be opened only 
upon their arrival in Virginia. After mtny difficulties and 
delays, they had nearly reached their destination at Boan- 
oke, when they were driven by a violent storm into the 
Chesapeake]- which they entered on the 26th of April. 
Here they opened their instructions, which appointed a 
council' of seven with certain powers for the government 
of the colony. In the early part of May they began to 
explore James river, and having selected a beautiflil penin- 
sula, ^ven them by an Indian chief, they laid the founda* 
tion of Jamestown on the Idth of May, 1607* 

The new colonists suffered jnuch from scarcity of provi- 
sions, from fr^qpent attacks of the savages, and not less 
from internal dissensions ; and, but for the prudence and 
energy of Capt. John Smith, would very probably have met 
with the same evil fiite which befell former settlemei^. 
At length, however, the arrival of two shipa from England 
laden with supplies^ relieved their present, necessities and 
increased their strength and numbers by seasonable rein- 
forcements. Instead of seeking in the cultivation of the 
soil the true wealth of the earth, the Virginians turned 
their whole attention to gathering cargoes of glittering 
sands for the returning ships. In vain Smith remonstrated : 
• Bos|MB, vol. 1, p. 99. 
«• C 
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the discovery of this imaginary gold had intoxicated them, 
and they scorned the humbler but surer resources of agri- 
culture. The consequences were soon felt in a growing 
scarcity of food. 

But Smith was not idle* Turning his eyes towards that 
▼ast inland sea near whose month they were sitoated, he 
judged rightly that an exploration of its shores would open 
- extensive resources to the colonists, by means of trade, 
with the Indians. On the 2d of June,, in the year 1608, 
in an open boat of about three tons burden, accompanied 
by a physician, Dr. Russel, six gentlemen and seven sol« 
diers, he departed from the fort, at Jamestown on his dar- 
ing expedition. They boldly struck across the Bay, and 
having discovered Smith's isles, made the eastern shore, 
and were directed by two Indians whom they found there, 
to the habitation of the Werpwance or chief of their tribe, 
at Accomack. Departing thence, they examined ^nany 
creeks and harbors, dijicoyered some islands, which they 
called Russel's islands — now Watts'— ^named several points, 
and at length reached the river Wighcocomo or Wighco, 
supposed to be the Pocomoke, whose mouth afterwards be- 
came the southehi point of boundary in the charter of the 
prorince of Maryland. After suffering from want of water, - 
and being driven about by storms, they entered the Nanti- 
coke river, which was called l>y the Indians Guskara- 
waock, where the natives assembled in large numbers to 
oppose their landing. A few shots were sufficient to dis- 
perse them. In the course of several days, however, a 
good understanding Was established with them, and the 
Indians ried with each other in supplying the wants of the 
strangers, considering a little bead an ample remuneration 
for all they could bestow. Not satisfied with the appear^ 
ance of the Eastern shore, they passed out through Hoop- 
er's straits, or the Straits of Limbo, as they named them, 
and. stood directly for the cliffs on the western coast, along 
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which they sailed . thirty leagues northward, finding no 
inhahitants in all that space. They were now some dis- 
tance above the Patapsco, which river they described as 
one navigable for ships, and caUed Bolus, supposing the 
red and whi^e earth upon the banks to be bok armamack. 
They bad already been in their open boat fourteen days, 
and their provisions were much damaged by the v^et ; and 
the meq, worn down with laboring at the oars, besought 
their indefktigable captain to return. He succeeded in 
persuading them to continue three or four days; when 
several of the men falling sick, and the complaints of the 
remainder .becoming louder, Smith put about, after baring 
reached as far north as Poole's Island, and steered towards 
the south. On the l6th of June they discovered the Po- 
towmaCj.or Patawamek, up which they sailed about thirty 
miles, where aiVer having met with a hostile reception, they 
landed on the Virginia shore. From this place, about No- 
miny Bay, they continued up the river, touching at various 
points, until they had passed the present site of Wash- 
ington city, " having gone as high as they could in their 
boat." Here they were met by savages in canoes, loaded 
with the fiesh of deer, bears and other animals, of which 
they obtained a portion. Upon their return they met with 
many adventures, but reached Jamestown in safety, on the 
2l8jt of July, one month and nineteen days from the date 
of their departure. 

Not satisfied with the ^result of his expedition, the inde- 
fatigable Smith fitted out another, accompanied by most 
of those who had followed him in the first. They set out 
on the 24th of July, 1608, and made directly towards the 
month of the ." Bolus," or Patapsco. Thence they* pro- 
ceeded to the head of the bay and explored the entrances 
of the Stfsquehannah, the North-east, the Elk, and Sassafiras 
rivers. The banks of the Susquehannah iwd the Sassafras, 
or, as Smith calls it, the Toghwogh, they found inhabited. 
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On the bay they met seven or eight canoes of Maesawor 
meek Indians who prepared to assault them: they, how- 
ever, by signs, obtained an amicable conference. They 
sailed up the Sassafras, where the. natives received them 
with the greatest kindness, danced before them, and offered 
them fruits and furs and all their simple hospitaJity. There 
they learned that the Susquehannahs, residing on the river 
of the same name, were the most warlike and poweiful 
tribe of that region. Raving fully explored the head of 
the bay, and entered the Susquehannah as far as they could 
penetrate — to the point called Smith's Falls — ^they returned 
to Virginia after an absence of three months in an open 
boat.* 

In 1620, the bay was again entered and further explored 
by Mr. John Pory, who visited several towns belonging to 
the savages inhabiting its shores,! 

The Virginia Company, having become dissatisfied with 
their charter, petitioned the king for a new one, which was 
accordingly issued on the 23d of May, A. D., 1609. By it 
the king granted and confirmed to them ** all those lands« 
countries and territories, situate, lying and being in that 
*part of America, from Point Comfort all along the sea coast . 
northward two hundred miles," and to the Sfime extent 
southward, '* and all that space and circuit of land lying 
firom the sea coast of the precipct aforesaid, up into the 
land throughout from sea to sea, west and north-west, and 
all the islands lying- within one hundred miles along the 
coast of both seas of the precinct aforesaid." 

Three years aAer, in 1612, finding new powers neces- 
sary, the Company applied for a third charter: which was 
issued to them on the 12th of March, 1611-12, confirma- 
tory of the second charter. Various disputes Jiaving arisen 
in the Company, the crown became hostile to its continu- 

* Bmitfi in Bozman— the notet of Bozmtn npon htm, vol. 1, p. I|I6 
to 18S. t Ibid. p. 148. 
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ance, and a writ of qoo warranto was issued against it 
in November, 1623. In May, 1624, judgment was gireo 
against the Company in King's Bench, and the charters 
declared to be forfeited. The corporate existence of the 
colony therefore ceased. The administration of its affairs 
was taken under the immediate control of the crown, the 
settlement reduced to a royal goyernment, and a commis- 
sion issued by the king to a proTisional council for the 
direction of its affairs. By this act the extensive territory, 
heretofore granted to the late London Company, reverted 
to the crown and became the fit subject for new grants 
and the erection of other provinces.* 

'Among those who had become interested in the London 
or Virginia Company, under its second charter, in 1609, 
was Sir George Calvert, afler wards the founder of Mary- 
land. He was educated at Trinity College, Oxford, where 
he took his degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1597, with some 
distinction. He finished his education by a tour on the 
Continent. On his return he obtained an office at the. 
court, under Sir Robert Cecil, one of the principal Secreta- 
ries of State. In 1617 he was knighted by the king, hav- 
ing been appointed one of the clerks of the privy council. 
In 1619 he became one of the Secretaries of State, an office 
which he fiUed with honor to himself and great pM>fit to 
his- sovereign, whose high estimate of his services was 
proved by the grant of a pension' of one thousand pounds 
a year, which he bestowed upon him in 1620. In the 
warm debates in the House of Commons, where he repre- 
sented, first Yorkshire, in 1620 and, subsequently, the 
University of Oxford, he always maintained the rights 
and protected the interests of the king, and that monarch, 
afterwards, did not fail to prove his grateful recollection 
of his loyalty. Sir George Calvert had eariy engaged in 
the schemes of colonization of Ihat period, and upon the 
• Bancroft. 
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dissolution of the Virginia Companj, of which he had 
been a member, he was named bj the king one of the 
royal commissioners to whom the government of that 
colony was confided.* 

Hitherto he had been a Protestant,! but in 1624, having 
become unsettled in his religious convictions, he renounced 
the church of England in which he had been bred, and 
embraced the faith of the Catholic church. Moved by con* 
scientious scruples, he determined no longer to hold the 
office of secretary of state, which would make him, in a 
manner, the instrument of persecution against those whose 
faith he had adopted, and tendered his resignation to the 
king, informing him that " he was now become a Roman 
Catholic, so that he must be wanting to his trust or violate 
his conscience in discharging his office."} The king, not 
unfrequently generous to the open and candid, was moved 
by his honest avowal, and while he accepted his resign a« 
tion, continued him as a member of his privy council for 
life, and soon afler created him Lord Baltimore, of Balti« 
more, in Ireland.§ 

The spirit of intolerance at that time pervaded England. 
It was indeed too prevalent throughout the world — for 
men had yet to learn that conscience cannot be bound by 
chains nor enforced by scourges, and that religious liberty 
is the inalienable right of all. The laws against the Catho* 
lies in England were particularly severe and cruel, and 
rendered it impossible for any man to practice his religion 
m quiet and safety. Sir George Calvert felt this; and 
although he was assured of protection from the grati- 
tude and affection of the king, he determined to seek 
another land and to found a new state, where conscience 
should be free and every man might worship Grod accord- 
ing to his own heart, in peace and perfect Becurity.|| It 

* Bozman. f Bancroft, Bomap, MeMahon, FDlltr,lM. JlUtr Wilsoa 
and GoodmaD ; tee Appendix N. }FaUer. ^Ibtd. || McMahon, 198. 
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was a frarid and noble design : and he set about perfecting 
it At fint he fixed his eyes on New-found-land, in the 
settlement of which he had been interested before his 
couTersion ; and it war perhaps the knowledge he acquired, 
in that scheme, of the resources of the new worid and its 
independence and securitj from the execution of the 
penal laws and religious persecution of the mother country, 
that led him to entertain his great project of colonization* 
Having purchased a ship, he sailed with his family to that 
island in which^ a few years before, he had obtained a grant 
of a province under the name of Avalon.* Here he only 
resided two years, when he found the climate and soil un- 
suited for the establishment of a flonrishing community, 
and determined to seek a more genial country in the south. 
Accordingly in 1628, he sailed to Virginia,! with the inten- 
tion of settling in the limits of that colony, or more probably 
to explore the uninhabited country on its borders, in order 
to secure a grant of it from the king. Upon his arrival 
within the jurisdiction of the colony, the authorities ten- 
dered him the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, to which, 
as then framed, no Catholic could subscribe. Lord Balti- 
more refused to take them, but prepared a form of an oath 
of allegiance which he and all his followers were willing to 
accept. His proposal was rejected, and being compelled 
to leave their waters, he explored the Chesapeake above 
the settlements.} He was pleased with the beautiiul and 
well wooded country, which surrounded the noble inlets 
and indentations of the great bay ; and determined there to 
found his principality, assured that he had selected a terri- 
tory possessing all the elements of future prosperity, fertile 
in soil, traversed by majestic rivers, and enjoying a climate 
unsurpassed elsewhere upon the continent. He returned 
to England to obtain a grant from Charles I, who had suc- 

^ A. 0. 169^ Bozman, vol. 1, p. 240. f McMahon, IM. 

t Bozmm, vol. 1, pp. 255-208 ; McMihon, 9. 
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ceeded his fkther, James I, upon the throne. Remember- 
ing his seryices to his father, and perhaps moved by the 
intercessions of Henrietta Maria, his Catholic queen, who 
desired to secore an asykim abroad for the persecuted 
members of her church in England, Charles directed the 
patent to be issued. It was prepared by Lord Baltimore 
himself; but before it was finally executed, that truly great 
and good man died, and the patent was delivered to his 
son Cecilitis, who succeeded as well to his noble Resigns, 
as to his titles and estates. 

The charter was issued on the 20th of June, 1632, and 
the new province, in honor of Queen Henrietta Maria, was 
named Terra Marve — Maryland. 

The charter was a solemn grant from the king to Lord 
Baltimore, and his heirs and assigns, of all the territory 
lying within the limits set forth, with extensive jurisdiction 
and powers of government over it. The rights of the set- 
tlers were fully provided for in this instrument, which was 
one of the most liberal and democratic granted in that age. 
The power of making laWs was jointly vested in the people 
or their representatives, and the lord Proprietary, (the |itle 
conferred upon Lord Baltimore,) although an extraordinary 
power was vested in the latter, or his governor, in cases 
of sudden emergency, when the people or their delegates 
could not well be assembled. The people of the colony 
were for ever exempted from taxation by the crown, except 
by their own consent, and many other important privileges 
were secured to them. Thd ecclesiastical laws of England^ 
so far as related to the consecration and presentation of 
churches and chapels, were extended to the colony, but 
the question of state religion was lef^ untouched, and there- 
fore, within the legislative power of tlj^ colonists them- 
selves. The king only reserved to himself one-fif\h of the 
gold and silver which might be found in the province, 
and the yearly tribute of two Indian arrows. Having thus 
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a noble territory, his rights and the prosperity of bis 
future state secured by a libera] charter, Lord Baltimore 
prepared to establish his first settlement in Maryland. 
He fitted out two vessels, which he named " the Jlrk *' and 
'' the Dove,** and collected a body of two hundred emi- 
grants, nearly all of whom were Catholics and gentlemen 
of fortune and respectability, who desired, like himself, 
as had his father, to fly from the spirit of intolerance 
which perraded England, and to rear up their altars in 
freedom in the wilderness.* The colonists were accom- 
panied by two Jesuit priests. Fathers Andrew White and 
John AJtham, and were placed under the command of 
Leonard Calveit, whom his brother, the lord Proprietary, 
had appointed governor of Maryland, intending to remain 
in England for the present to superintend in person the 
interests of the settlement in its infancy, and to send out 
additional emigrants.! 

* Burnap; Bozraan; McMabon. 

t Rel«tio Itineris in Maryhuidiam.<— Bozman, vol. 2, p. 26. 
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THE FIRST SETTLEMENT OF MARYLAND. 

On the 22d day of NoTember 1633, being St. Cecilia's 
day, the 'Ark' and the 'Dove' weighed anchor from Cowes, 
in the Isle of Wight." The pious pilgrims " placed their 
ships under the protection of God, imploring the interces- 
sion of the Blessed Virgin, of St. Ignatius, and all the 
guardian angels of Maryland,"* for the success of the 
great enterprize which they had undertaken. They left 
behind them the homes, in which they had been born, their 
friends and relatives, to face the dangers of the sea, and 
the perils and hardships of a wilderness, in order to plant 
the seed of freedom and religious liberty — ^to secure to 
themselves and their children the inestimable privilege of 
worshipping Grod according to the dictates of their con- 
sciences. It was a mighty undertaking; standing out, in 
history, as an era in the progress of mankind. 

The pilgrims narrowly escaped the Needles, which are a 
series of breakers at the extremity of the Isle of Wight, 
but, relying on the protection of God, they drove boWly 
out to sea under a strong and steady breeze. No sooner 
had they escaped this peril, than the fear of capture by the 
Turks, whose cruizers were then a terror to all Christian 
nations, kept them in constant alarm for the safety of the 
" Dove," which was neither so good a sailer, nor so well 
manned and armed as the '' Ark." Afler a time they were 

* Kelatio Itin., &e. Father White's manoseript is the lathority for 
this whole chapter. ^ «« 
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joined by a London merchantman, '<^A« Dragon^** well 
armed, and bonnd for Angola, and, thus being relieved by 
the 9trength of their fleet from all fear of danger, they con- 
tinued their voyage in high spirits, " making the air and 
sky resound with the cliEngor of trumpets." 

On the evening of the 25th of November, the wind 
veered round to the north, and a violent storm arose. The 
crew of the Dragon, fearing to encounter all its fury, 
changed their course and steered for England, while the 
company on board the Dove, dreading the effect Of the 
furious tempest upon their little bark, yet unwilling to 
abandon the enterprize, notified the officers of the larger 
vessel that if they were in danger of shipwreck, they would 
hang out a light from the mast head. The captain of the 
Ark, knowing the strength of his vessel, bore steadily on 
his course. In the middle of the night, the storm increased 
in violence, and the crew of the larger vessel beheld with 
dismay two lights suspended from the mast head of the 
pinnace. But they were unable to afford their comrades 
any assistance ; and, in a few moments, these lights disap- 
peared, and with sorrowful hearts they gave up the little 
Dove, and her gallant crew, as lost. When morning, at 
length, broke over that long and dreary night, there was no 
sign or vestige of the Dove upon the waters. The storm 
still raged on with somewhat diminished fury, and during 
the three succeeding days, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, the Ark was tossed about by contrary winds, making 
little beadway. At length, on the night of the third day, the 
rain began to descend in torrents, and a sudden blast of the 
tempest split the mainsail from top to bottom. The vessel, 
having unshipped her rudder, was driven about at the mercy 
of the waves. The minds of the bravest were filled with 
fear, for the Ark seemed about to be engulfed in the raging 
billows. The pilgrims betook themselves to prayer; and 
many strove, by the sacjrament of penance, to prepare them- 
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seWes to meet the Ate which now seemed inevitable. 
Before their ptayers had ended, the violence of the storm 
began to abate. At length the sea became calm, and the 
remainder of the voyage, which extended through a period 
of three months, was pleasant' and prosperous.* 

After passing the Madeira islands, the pilgrims were 
alarmed by the appearance of three suspicious looking ves- 
sels, bearing down towards them. The captain immediately 
cleared his ship for action, but the supposed pirates soon 
changed their course and disappeared. They continued 
on their voyage, and touched at the Fortunate, or as they 
are now called, the Canary islands; and, here, the governor 
consulted with the principal officers and gentlemen, upon 
the best mode of loading the ship with a return cargo, so 
as to repay part of the expenses of the expedition which 
had been borne entirely by Lord Baltimore. At first, they 
determined to steer for St. Christopher's, then changed 
their destination towards Bonavista, one of the Cape de 
Vcrd islands, and a great mart for salt; but after sailing 
two hundred miles, fearing their provisions would fall short, 
they altered their course for Barbadoes, where they arrived 
on the 5th of January, 1634, 0. S. Their reception was 
cold and inhospitable, and the people demanded extrava- 
gant prices for the provisions which they desired to pur- 
chase. They now learned that a Spanish fleet was lying 
at Bonavista, and that, had they persisted in their original 
intention, their capture would have been certain. At JBar- 
badoes, too, a conspiracy had just been discovered amongst 
the slaves, to massacre their masters, and to seize the first 
ship which should touch at the island. Theirs being the 
first, would have fallen a sacrifice but for the timely disco- 
very of this iniquitous plot Thus twice did heaven protect 
the little colony and preserve the destinies of Maryland. 

There was yet one dark cloud hanging over their pros- 
• Namao ItiDstifl, &c. 
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peiity-^the diaappearance of the pinoace. and her crew. 
Imagine, then, their joy, as she bore in sight and joined 
company- again, after a separation of six weeks. On the 
night of the terrific storm which parted them, the Dove, 
afler hating shown her signal, no ionger able to breast the 
storm, had changed hier coarse and taken refuge in the 
Scilly islands, whence, the ship Dragon bearing her com- 
pany as far as the Bay of Biscay, she sailed in pursuit of 
the Ark, and at length overtook her a^ the Antilles. 

On the night of the 24th of January they weighed anchor 
and departed from Baibad'oes. The next day they passed 
St. Lucia, and in the evening arrived at Matalina, where 
they saw several canoes of cannibals, who had lately eaten 
some English interpreters. The day after, they reached 
Montserrat, an island settled and inhabited by the Catholic 
Irish who had been driven from Virginia. They were 
kindly entertained at St. Christopher's by the governor 
and. two Catholic icaptains, and were also treated with great 
hospitality by the governor of the French colony in the 
same. island. At length, on the 9tth of February, they 
came in sight of Point Comfort in Virginia. They were 
now approaching the termination of their wanderings. 
Tet this joyful prospect was somewhat clouded by the fear 
of hostility, on the part of the Virginians, who were 
resolutely opposed to Lord Baltimore's design; but the 
royal letters, which they bore with them, secured them a 
favorable reception from the governor, and, after spending 
eight or nine days in that colony, they again set sail on the 
3d of March, steering for the mouth of the Potomac, to 
which they gave the name of St. Gregory. They had 
now arrived in the land of their adoption, and they were 
delighted with the wide expanse of the noble bay, and the 
majestic river, upon whose shores they were about to rear 
up an empire. On the banks of the Potomac, they found 
mighty forests, stretching as far as the eye could reach ; a 
8» 
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soil, rich and feictile— the air, sweet and balmy, although it 
was DOW in the month of March ; and they returned thanks 
to God for the beautiful land which he had given them— 
for this was Martlaic])! 

On the beach, they beheld groups of amled nattves, pre* 
pared to resist their landing, during the day ; and at night 
they saw innumerable alarm fires kindled throughout the 
country to assemble, the savage tribes, while messengers 
passed from one to the other far into the interior, carrying 
the strange tidings '* that canoes, as big as an island, had 
brought as many men as there were trees in the forest." 
In spite of all these demoniBtrations of hostility, they 
succeeded in establishing confidence in the breasts of the 
natives; and having satisfied them that their intentions 
were peaceful, at length, purchased firom them the territory 
which they required. Maryland was almost the only state 
whose early settlement was not stained with the blood of 
the unfortunate natives. 

The ships now approached the Heron islands, 

The Landing. ^ % . • « ^, , • . . . 

jr, on one of which, St. Clement s,* the colonists 

'determined to land, and, although the island was too small 
for a settlement, to build a strong fort for their protection 
in case of any outbreak. On the feast of '* the Annuncia- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin" being the 25th of March, in I 
the year 1634, they took solemn possession of Maryland ; | 
and offered up the holy sacrifice for the first time within its I 
borders. After mass was ended, the pilgrims formed in | j 
procession, led on by the governor, Leonard Calvert*~the | ! 
secretary, and the other officers— carrying on their shoul- 
ders a huge cross, hewn fi'om a tree, and erected it upon 
the island, humbly bending the knee during the devout 
recitation of ''the Litany of the Holy Gross." Under 
these auspices was begun the founding of Maryland. 
The chief of Piscataway was the most powerfiil in that 
* Now Blickstone's bltDd^aeeordiDg to B. U. CimpbeU, Esq. 
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region, and had many sachems and tribes sabject to him. 
The governor, Leonard Calverf, therefore determined, to 
visit him and secure his ^endship* Taking with him the 
DoTe and another 'small pinnace, which he had purchased 
in Virginia, he set out with a portion of his men, accoro* 
panied by Father Altham, leaving the ship at anchor at St. 
Clement's. As they advanced Up the 'river, the Indians 
fled towards the interior. At length'they reached a village, 
on the Virginia side, named Potomac, after the river, and 
governed by Archihu, oincle of the king who was yet a 
yoath. Father Altham preached to the people and their 
chiefis. They listened with attention, and replied to him 
through his interpreter. The good Father told them, that 
the pale faces had come neither to make war upon them 
nor to do them any wrong, but to instruct them in Chris- 
tianity, to make them acquainted with the arts of civilized 
life, and to live- with them like brothers. ''You are wel- 
come," replied the chief. Then Father Altham informed 
him, that, as he had not the time to enter upon further dis- 
course, he would return to visit him again. " It is good," 
said Archihu, ''we will use one table— my people shall 
hunt for my brother, and all things shall be in common 
between us." 

Having parted with this bospitabje chief, Leonard Calvert 
ascended to Piscataway, where he found the natives armed, 
and assembled upon the shore, to the number of five 
hundred, ready to dispute his landing. By means of signs, 
he contrived to make them understand that he came for 
peace and not for war, and at length, the chief or emperor 
ventured on board the pinnace. Satisfied of the peaceful 
intentions of the pilgrims, and pleased to have such skilful 
and powerful people for his allies, the chief granted them 
permission to settle within his territories. 

In the mean while, the savages about St. Clement's soon 
became more familiar with the colonists, who were now 
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t^ttsily engaged in putting together a brigantine; the.plankt 
and timbers of which they had bronght.out from England. 
''It was amusiiig/' sajs Father White* <<to hear them 
examining every thing. In the first place, ' where in the 
world did so large a tree grof^ fiom which bo huge a ship 
could be hewn?' for they conceived it was cut fiom the 
single trunk of a tree, after the manner of a canoe. Our 
larger cannon struck them with amazement ; a^ they were 
louder than the twanging of their bows, and equal to 
thunder." 

Founding or "^^^ govemor bad brought with him, from 
6t Mi^|p. Virginia, Captain Henry Fleet/ who was well 
acquainted with the Indian tribes and spoke their lan- 
guage. This man now directed them to a spot very 
suitable for the site of a town^ and, weighing anchor, the 
whole colony sailed from St. Clement's. They entered 
the mouth of "the St. Mary's river, on the left bank of 
which was the village of King Yaocomico. On the right 
shore, about a tbousand paces from the river, they selected 
a site, and having purchased .fiY)m the Indians, in exchange 
for hatchets, axes, hoes and cloth, about thirty miles of 
territory, which they called " August^. Caroline," now the 
county of St. Mary's, they landed ib great solemnity and 
began the founding of the -city of St. Mary's. 

The men on shore were drawn out in military array, 
firing salutes in honor of the occasion, while salvos of 
artillery, from the ships, filled the kparts of the savages with 
wonder and dismay. With great pomp and ceremony, the 
pilgrims then took possession of the soil, which they had 
purchased firom the native owners. This important event 
took place on the 27th of March, 1634,t and may be 
considered as the date of the actual settlement of the 
state : although it would seem, fit>m the solemnities on 

* The aqthor of the •^Belation'* laya Oovenior Calvert fiwiid him at 
Piscataway. t Boxman, vol. 2, p. 80. 
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the ialand of St. Clement, that ^e pilgrims intended on 
that day, being ihe feast of Uie Annunciation, to take 
formal.possesaion.of tUe proYince of Maryland. In every 
oiher colony along^the AUaatie, men, whobad, perhaps, fled 
from persecntion, reared op a persecuting ^Itar or an ex- 
clusive franchise: around the rough hewn cross, on the 
island of St. Clement, gathered the Catholic and the Pro- 
testant, hand in hand, friends and brothers, equal in civil 
rights, and secure alike in the free and full enjoyment of 
either creed. It was a day, whose memory should make 
the Maryland heart bound with pride and pleasure. 

Although the* colonists had used eVery means to con- 
ciliate the Indians, they were aware of the danger of rely- 
ing too inlplicjtly on their variable natures, and their first 
work was to erect a guard house and store house. For 
the pi^sent, the settlefs found refuge in the rude huts 
of the Indians, who the more readily received them and 
sold them their villages and corn grounds, and their other 
territory, because, in order to escape the incursion of the 
Susquehannahs, they had determined to remove their habi- 
tations to another region secure from their terrible enemy. 
Providence had prepared the way for the pilgrims, as 
Fatlier White piously says, and the Indians began already 
to depart, giving up to them, as they went, their huts and 
cultivated fields. The colonists had brought a large sup- 
ply of prorisions with them from England; at Barbadoes 
they had increased their stores, and fliey were now put 
in possession of arable land just in season to plant their 
com for the coming crop. They immediately set about 
this necessary work, and in the faH ensuing, gathered so 
plentifrd a crop that they were enabled, after providing for 
their own subsistence, to send ten thousand bushels to New 
England in exchange for salt fish and other provisions.* 

• Bozman, vol. 2, p. 92. The author of** A Relation of Maiyland,'* 
■ays, they bought so much com from the Iintians, that tfa«rMnt i,000 
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Besides, the woods abounded with game which the Indians 
taaght them how to hqnt, and the rkers and bay were full 
of fish and oysters. God had indeed bestowed npon die 
pilgrim fathers of Maryland a beautifnl land, flowing with 
milk and honey, and had surrounded their path with bless- 
ings and promises of future prosperity and happiness. 

TIM Indians '^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ Indians were 'of an oblong, 
or 8(. Mary's, oval form, nine or ten fee^ high, lighted by a 
hole in the roof, which also served as a vent for the smoke. 
They made their fire in the centre, and slept around it at 
night. The tents of the chiefs were larger and contained 
several apartments ; and were supplied with beds, made by 
poles laid across four shakes, which were driven in the 
ground — the whole covered with leaves or skins. One of 
these huts was given to Fathers White and Altham, and was 
fitted up by them to serve as the first church in Maryland. 
The Indians of the neighborhood were tall and comely, but 
disfigured themselves with paint. Their dress was a man- 
tle of deer or other skins, falling from the shoulder, and 
an apron about the waist ; dround their necks, they wore 
strings of beads, and upon their foreheads, the figure of a 
fish worked in copper. Their^hair was gathered into one 
lock, tied with a fillet and ornamented with feathers. Their 
weapons were bows, and arrows barbed with horn or 
sharpened pieces of flint stone-^heavy clbbs of knotted 

bushels of U to New Engknd. Wiothrop says, that the "Dove," a 
pinnace of fiOy tons from Maryland, brought com to trade with the 
people of Plymouth colony, with letters from the govenior and the 
commissiot^ers of Maryland, proposiog to open trade between the 
colonies. It seems that quarrels broke out, between the crew of the 
Dove and the Puritans, and " the merchant'* of the Dove (who after- 
wards died before the pinnace left' Plymouth) was taken into custody to 
secure t)ie appearance of the sailors, who werechai^ed with profanity, 
&c.; and summoned by the governor, on the advice of the ministers, to 
answer these accusations. The proof against them, however, was in- 
sufficient, and they were discharged, with a reprimand to their captain. 
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wood hardened in the fire, spears iJointe4 with flint stone 
heads, and stone a^es with hickory branches twisted round 
them for handles. These spear and arrow heads, itod axes, 
were worked smooth and to a sharp edge, and sometimes 
polished like marble* They \fere very skilful in the use of 
theif arros^'and the bow -and arrow were in their hands no 
mean weapons. Their principal food was Indian corn, 
which they prepared in several way»-^homihi and pone— 
when the corn was ripe — ^and sucotash and roasted ears 
when young and tender. Each of these modes the colon- 
ists borrowed from them with some little Improvements — 
their pone consisted only of crushed corn mixed with water^ 
and baked In cakes, upon flat, stones, in the fire. To these 
preparations they added fish, game and oysters— besides 
they had in- proper season, strawberries in immense quanti- 
ties f^nd Quts of every kind. Thus they lived in the midst 
of a simple abundance. They wereof a rioble disposition, 
grave, yet cheerful and kind; generous with what they 
possessed ; frugal, avoiding intoxicating drinks ; chaste in 
their lives-— considerate in forming resolutions, but firm in 
maintaining them when formed. 

They worshipped one God-^but they also paid .homage to 
the evil spirit whom they, called Okee, and sought by sacri- 
fices to win his favor. . Corn and fiire were adored as. deities 
in the following manner. The . people gathered from the 
different villages, at the temple of Barcluxor, and formed a 
circle round a great fire, the younger persons in the inner 
row. They then cast a piece of deer's fat into the flame 
and, with uplifted hands, cried '^Taho! TaAdT after this 
they -cleared a space, and a bag, containing a pipe and a 
powder called " Potu,**^ was produced. This bag was 
carried round the fire, the boys and girls singing in the 
meanwhile "Tahol Tahol"- The pipe and powder were 
then taken out and each one smoked a short time, breatb- 
• Tobteco? 
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ing the vapor over his limbs to sanctify them. Fadier White 
says they seemed to have some faint tradition of the flood. 
. Suph were the peaceful and gentle Indians, who wel- 
comed the early setders of Maryland into their midst; alike 
conferring and receiving favors. For if they sold the pil- 
grims their territory, taught them how to hunt the deer, to 
plant maize and prepare it for the table, and shared their 
huts and their daily food with theii; white brethren; the 
.colonists explained to them the arts of civilized life, their 
priests unfolded to them the inestimable privileges of Ohris- 
tianity, and instnLCted and received many of them into the 
fold of Christ.* 

* The above account is taketi principally from Father White's Joor* 
nal, foond in Rome by the £ev. Wm. McSheiry, S. J., a manuscript 
copy of which was kindly fornished me from Georgetown College. 
The author of "A Relation*' differs from Father White in some partt- 
cu^rs : his account is sufficiently interesting, to be inserted here some- 
what at large. He says, they sailed frpm Point Comforf, in Virginia, 
on the 8d of March, 1084, and two days after reached the Potomac, 
twenty -four leagues from Point Comfort; and then sailed fourteen 
leagues up the river, " and came to anchor under an island, which they 
called St. Clement's." Possibly, then, the Maryland Pilgrims yirtf 
landed in their future home on the 6th of March, 1634. 

After describing the governor's visit to Piscataway, the author pro- 
ceeds :—" While the governor was abroad, the neighboring Indians, 
where the ships lay, began to cast off fear, and to come to their court 
of guard, which they kept night and day upon St. Clement's isle, partly 
to defend their barge, which was' brought in pieces out of £ngland, and 
there made upt and partly to defend their men, which were employed 
in felling trees and cleaving pales for a palizado ;— and at last they ven- 
tured to come aboard the ship. The governor finding it not fit for 
many reasons to seat himself as yet so high up the river, resolved to 
return back again and take a more exact view of the lower parts ;— «o» 
leaving. the ship and pinnaces there, be took his barge, (as most. fit to 
search the creeks and small rivers) and was conducted by Capt. Henry 
Fleett, who knew well the country, to a river on the north side of Poto- 
mac river, within four or five leagues of the mouth thereof, which they 
called St. Geoiige's river. They went up this river about four le^paeSy 
and anchored at the town of Taocomico — from whence the Indians of 
the country are called Taocomlcos. At their coming to this place, the 
governor went on shore, and treated friendly with the Werowance there. 
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•Dd ftcquaintod him with the inteot of bis coming thitlMr, to which he 
made little answer, (as it is their manner to any new and sudden ques- 
tion) bat entertained him. and his companj, tiiat night, in his house, 
and gave him his own bed to lie on (which is a mat laid on boards) 
and the next day went to show him the countiy; and that day being 
spent in viewing the places about that towne, and the fresh' waters, 
which there are very plentiful and excellent good (bnt the main rivers 
are salt) the governor determined te make the first colony there, and 
BO gave orders for the ship and pinnaces to come thither. 

•« Tp make his entry peaceable and jast, he thought fit to present the 
Werowance and the Wizoes of the towne, with some English cloth, 
(such as is used in trade with the Indians) axes, houes, [hoes] and 
knives, which- they accepted very kindly, and freely gave eotuml that 
he and his company should dwell in one part of their towne, and re- 
served the other for themselves; and those Indians that dwelt in that 
part of the towne which was allotted ta the English, freely left them 
their hooset and some oorne that they bad begun to plant. It was also 
agreed between them, that, at the end of liarvest, they should leave 
the whole towne, which they did accordingLy. . And they made mutual 
promises to each other to live friendly and peaceably together, and if 
any injury should happen to be done on any part, that satisfaction 
should be made for the same ; and thus upon the 27tk day of March, 
Anno Domini 1984, the governor took possession of the place and 
named the towne St. Maries. ^ 

•'Three days after their coming to Taocomicq the Arke with the two 
pinnaces arrived there. The Indians much wondered to see such ships 
and at the thundering of the ordnance when they came-to anchor. The 
next day they began to prepare for their bouses, and first of all a court 
of guard, and a store house ; in the mean time they iaid aboard the 
ships.'* [Then follows governor Harvy's visit, as related in the text.] 

« After they had finished the store house and unladed the ship, the 
governor thought fit to bring the colony on shore, which were attended 
by all the gentlemen and the rest of the servants in armes— who received 
the colony with a volley of shot, whi<^h was answered by the ordnance 
fipom the ship. At this ceremony were presei^t the Werowances of 
Fatuxent and Taocomico with many other Indians." 

(They buy one thousand bushels of corn and send to New England.) 

<* Finding ground clisared they planted come although late in the yeaf, 
tad made gardens which, they sowed with English seeds of all sorts 
and they prospered exceeding well. 

''They procured firom Virginia, hogges, poultry, cowes and some 
Mat cattle. The hogges and poultry are already (1685) increased 
in aiaryland, to a great stock, sulBcieiit to serve the colony very plen* 
lifiitty.'' 
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i^QORTLY after the new settlemeqt had been planted at 
St. Mary's, it was visited by governor Harvey, of Virginia. 
Governor Calvert received him with great ceremony ; and, 
for the purpose of conciliating the neighboring chiefs, gave 
him a banquet on board his ship, to which he also invited 
them. The king of Patuxent was particularly friendly to 
the whites, and to do him honor, he was seated between 
the two governors at table. An Indian, one of his sub- 
jects, coming into the cabin of the ship, and perceiving 
his prince thus seated, was seized with ^he suspicion that 
some evil design waA meditated against him ; nothing but 
the repeated assurances of the chief himself could prevent 
him from leaping overboard to carry the alarm Xo shore, 
which might have been productive of the most fatal con- 
sequences. However, when the feast was over and the 
king about to depart, he addressed the surrounding Indians 
and said : '' I love the English so well, that if they should 
go about to kill me, and I had so much breath as to speak. 
I would command the people^ not to avenge my death ; for 
I know they would do no such thing, except it were 
through my own fault."* 

Nothing could prove more plainly than this little inci- 
dent, how firmly knit was the fHendship between the two 
races, and how different was the conduct of the settlers 
of Maryland, towards the natives, from that which charac- 
terized the people of many other colonies. These kindly 
feelings were much strengthened by the labors of the 
missionaries, who immediately began to teach and instruct 
• 2 Bozmaa, 81. 
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I the Indians. Meanwhile the setttement continued to pros* 
per— the works had been laid aside for the more pressing 
occupation of planting com, when suddenly a coolness 
bec^ime observable on the part of the natives in their imme- 
diate vtciaity. It was the beginning of Claiborne's first 
rebellion. 

Prior to the issuing of the charter, Maryland 
^' being included in the limits of the royal govern- 
ment of Virginii^ Captain William Claiborne had obtained 
frpm the governor and council of that province, a license 
to trade with the Indians on the Chesapeake. He acccord- 
ingly established a trading postx upon Kent island, and 
some time after, another at the mouth of the Susqueliannah. 
Perhaps he had entertained a hope of enlarging his tempo- 
rary occupation, and of securing a grant of it as pro- 
prietor ; at all events, the charter to Lord Baltimore would 
destroy his trade, and he determined to resist it. No 
sooner had the settlers landed at St. Mary's, than Clai- 
borne, having receivec! notice from Governor Calvert', that 
if he remained he would be deemed a subject of the 
colony, applied to the council of Virginia, of which he 
was a member, for instructions how to proceed.* This 
body, which had always opposed the grant to . Lord Balti- 
more, and was secretly determined to support the claims 
of Claiborne, replied, that they saw no reason why he 
should give up any territories which he held of them ; and 
taking this for his pretext, he prepared to maintain his 
possessions. His first effort was to destroy the colony by 
means of the hostility of the Indians. For this purpose 
he began to insinuate suspicions into their minds, through 
the instrumentality of Fleet, the interpreter, whom he had 
seduced into his schemes — telling them that the Maryland 
settlers were Spaniards, and his and their secret enemies.t 
Scarcely had the colony been planted a month at St. 
* Box. 27-82, &c. t Ihid^82. 
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MaryV, when these insidioos measures pvodaced their.effect 
in the jealoasy which appeared in the conduct of the natiTea* 
Immediatelyi all other worics were suspended; and the 
settlers turned their whole attention to finishing a block 
house for their protection, in case of necessity, at the same 
time, carefully regulating their conduct to the savages so as 
to dissipate their coldness and reawaken the old feelings 
of confidence and intimacy between them. In six weeks 
the block house was completed^ But in the mean while, 
their unchanging firiendliness to the Indians had convinced 
them of the sincerity of their conduct and the falsehood 
of the insinuations against them, and they gradually re- 
newed the kindly relations which had formerly existed, and 
which were never again broken through. The colonists 
once more returned to the work of ouijding up their new 
city, and devoted the time, from the finisiiing of their block 
house to the ripening and gathering of their com, in 
erecting houses, to- replace the temporary huts of the 
Indians which they yet occupied, 

Claiborne, foiled in his first attempt, became desperate^ 
and resolved on open measures of hostility. His schemes 
were so far perfected, that early in the year of 1635, he 
fitted out an armed pinnace, with a crew of fourteen men 
under one of his adherents. Lieutenant Warren, to cruize 
against the colonists. Governor Calvert and his people 
met the crisis without hesitation, and two pinnaces were 
immediately armed and manned, and sent against the 
fireebooters under the command of Captain Comwallis. 
They came within sight of Warren's galley in the river 
Pocomoke, t>n the Eastern shore, and prepared for action, 
awaiting however the fire of the enemy. As they neared, 
the insurgents opened tlieir fire upon them and killed one 
of their men. But it was immediately returned with great 
effect-^e galley was captured with the loss of three of 
her crew, one of whom was her commander, Lieutenant 
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Warren himself. The survivors were carried prisoners to 
St. Mary's. Claiborne, who was not in the engagement, 
finding his armament destroyed, fled into Virginia^ where 
he expected to find protection fi-om those who had secretly 
supported -him. But, determined to vindicate his authority 
and establish the rights of his brother, the lord Proprietary, 
Grovemor Calvert despatched commissioners to Virginia to 
demand his person' as a rebel and a traitor. His friends 
could only aid him so far as to have him sent to England 
by the governor, with the witnesses against him, that he 
might be tried ther^ for the offence he had committed.* 

Under the charter, the power ,of legislation pimoeneni 
was vested in Lord Baltimore and a majority of ^^™"y- 
the colonists ^or thik deputies, who were to bo assembled 
by the governor. ^ fc^rdingly, in the beginning of the year 
1635, the fire^men of the colony were convened together 
at St. Mary's; Of their proceedings there is little known, 
as the greater portion of the public records were subse- 
quently destroyed. . But it may .be presumed that as yet 
they were more busily engaged in perfecting and strength- 
ening their town of St. Mary's than with legislative cares. 

The Indians, in compliance with the condi- conditioiuor 
tions of their sale to the settlers, had as soon as ^i»<><^<»"- 
their oii:n crop of corn was gathered, departed firom the 
town, and delivered it up entirely to the whites ; who, for 
the present, beset as they were by the intrigues of Clai- 
borne, and fearful of trusting too implicitly to the faith of 
their allies, restricted their settlements to its immediate 
vicinity. Within the city, lots of dve and ten acres were 
granted to all who might apply for them, and tracts, in 
the interior, ranging from one hundred to three thousand 
acres, in proportion to the number of settlers the person 
applying for them introduced into the colony: reserving 
thereon, however, a quit rent of twenty shillings for every 
4* * Bozman, vol. 2, p. 8i^. 

P 
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thousand acres.* By these means> men of weridi and 
standing were induced to assist the growth of the province 
by bringing numerous emigrants from the mother conntry. 
Lord Baltimore still remained in England, superintending 
the interests of the colony and fostering emigration, when 
he received notice that the assembly of the freemen had 
passed certain laws which were sent to him for his appro- 
val. Believing that the right of framing laws was vested in 
himself by the charter, he rejected them; ^nd'set about 
preparing a complete system for the government of the 
province, at the same time directing the assembly to be 
called together on the 25th of January 1638, to have his 
dissent announced to tbem.t In the meanwhile, the in- 
habitants of Kent Island, to. a certain extent, had submitted 
to the government of MarylahH, and early in 1637 9c court 
was established there, in the name of the province, for the 
trial of civil and criminal causes* In December following, 
the better to secure its tranquillity. Captain George Evelin 
was appointed commander of the island. Many of the Ac- 
tious adherents of GlUibome still looked forward to a suc- 
cessful establishment of his pretensions, and continued to 
excite a resistance to the processes and warrants of the civil 
courts. This spirit of opposition at length grew to such 
a height, that governor Calvert himself was compelled, in 
the following year, to make an expedition to the island at 
the head of a military force^ to bring it to complete subjec- 

* The firrt conditioDS were, in 1688, for eveiy five peraoos between 
the ages of fifteen and lizty, two thousand acres of land, at a rent of 
four hundred pounds of wheat : — for leas than five persons, at the rate 
of one hundred acres for each man, one hundred for his wift and each 
servant, and fifty acres for each child under sixteen, at a rent of tea 
pounds of wheat for every fifty acres. In 1685, for every five men 
bfoufpht in, a grant was made of one thousand acres, at a rent of twenty 
shtUiogs. Grants of one, two, and three thousand acres were erected 
into manors, with the right, to their owners, of holding courts leet and 
courts barqn. t Bozman, Bacon. 



Digitized by 



Google 



mSTOET QF MAJiri.Ain>. 43 

tion to his authority.* In the settlement at St. Mary's, the 
plantations had already extended to the west side of St. 
Geprge's rtrer, and, there heing large aecessions of emi- 
grants in this year from the mother country, it was found 
necessary to erect a «ew hundred, a division similar to 
our election districts. 

Early in 1688, the Assembly, directed to be 23**i2S: 
convened by Lord Baltimore, was summoned by ^* 
the governor, and toet at the little capital of St. Mary's. 
The constitution of these early legislatures was so different 
from those of the present, day as to require a more par- 
ticular notice. By the charter, every free man was en- 
titled to share in making the laws which were to govern 
him, either in person or by his deputy. In the youth 
of the colony, when the inhabitants were still few in num- 
ber, 'and could be easily assembled, the whole body of 
freemen were required to attend, and those who found it 
inconvenient to be present, were permitted to cast their 
votes by proxy. Thus in the present assembly, its secretary, 
Mr. Ledger, held.and voted twelve proxies. But as in a new 
country, with savage neighbors, where a man's presence at 
his plantation w«s always necessary, it would be sometimes 
difficult to get a full assemblage, the governor was invested 
with the power of summoning, by special writ, those whose 
presence he particularly desired. As every one, at that 
period, possessed the right of being present, this summons 
must have been simply obligatory in its nature, and intend- 
ed to compel the attendance of those who were especially 
.qualified to advise and assist as legislators, and yet were 
unwilling to perform the onerous duty required of them. 
To suppose the' power was aristocratical, and originally 
intended to secure the governor the control of the house, 
is absurd; as no matter how many of his adherents he 
might call together, every other free man in the colony 
• Bumap's LiA of CalveH— llS; Box. 44. 
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could claim and take hiii seat in the house with equal 
powers and prinleges. Subsequently; when the number 
of hundreds increased, two burgesses were elected from 
each : yet, even then, any one who had not voted at their 
election might come forward and claim a seat in the legis- 
lature. At a still later period, this right was. taken away by 
the general assembly itself, and, then, this body was com- 
posed of the delegates from the several hundreds, the 
council, and those who might be summoned by special 
writ. With this strange power in his band?, a governor 
oould at any moment obtain the control of a hou^e thus 
constituted and limited, by adding to it a sufficient number 
of his own firiends. At first there was but one house— 
the governor's council and the delegates sitting togetfaei^— - 
but in process of time they were divided into the upper 
and lower houses ; thb council appointed by the lord Pro- 
prietary forming the upper, and the delegates of the people 
the lower. 

The legislature which now assembled, composed of the 
people themselves, secured some of the most important 
rights of the colonists ;- and began to lay. upon the ground- 
work of the charter the foundation of the liberties of 
Maryland. 

Lord Baltimore now caused the system of laws which 
he had digested, to be pteBented to them in place of those 
passed by the legislature of 1695; which he had negatived 
because they were not framed by himself. But the people 
fully convinced that the initiative was in them, and that 
the charter only intended to confer upon the Proprietary a 
veto power, vindicated their rights by immediately rejecting 
the whole system, and set about framing such bills as they 
thought proper for their situation. The controversy which 
arose on this point, was not of long duration. Ailer hav- 
ing vetoed the forty-one bills adopted at this long session, 
and insisted for a time upon his claim, the lord Proprietary 
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detennined to abandon it; preferring tho welfare and pros- 
perity of the colony, which most suffer from want of laws 
dming the existence of the controversy, to his own indivi- 
daal privileges, and sensible that the power of negatiring 
any bill of which he disapproved, was qnite sufficient to 
protect his rights and authority in the province.* 

The insorgent3, captuied in the engagement with Lieut. 
Warren by Captain Comwallisi had not yet been tried, for, 
hitherto, there had been no competent tribunal in the colony. 
Now, howevef', Thomaa Smith, the second in command to 
Warren, in his piratical and • rebellious expedition, was 
brought to 4rial for the murder of William Ashmore, who 
had been killed by the fire of the pinnace at the opening 
of the skirmish.t Afler a full examination of the testimony, 
he was found guilty and sentenced to death, though it is 
not certain that he was etecuted. Claiborne, the leader 
of the rebellion, was attainted and his property confiscated, 
to the use of the province. These proceedings were, pro- 
bably, the cause of the renewed disturbances in Kent, which 
required the governor's presence in that island, as has 
already been related. The house adjourned fit>m time to 
time, until his return firom the expedition in. the month of 
March. 

Cl^ome himself was still in England, and as active 
in his hostility as ever. Secret intrigue and open violence 
had failed in the new world, and now he endeavored to 
reach his object through the known avarice and unscru- 
pulousness of the royal court. It would seem that he 
was never brought to trial for his rebellion ; for, he boldly 
laid claim to the Isle of Kent and its dependencies, and 
charged the Proprietary's oflicers with having violently 
assailed lus pinnaces and ^slaughtered his men. He pre- 
sented a petition to the king setting forth his supposed 
grievances, and offering to. pay to the crown, the yearly 
D, vol.' S» p. 92. t Bosman, vol. 2, p. 64. 
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rent of two hundred pounds sterling for the gnxd of the 
lale of Kent, his station at the mouth of the Susquehannah, 
and thirty-six miles width of territory, on each side of that 
river, from the bay to the Canada lakes, which would have 
proved a very large and valuable territory. The matter was 
referred to the lords commissioners of the council for tl|e 
plantations, who reported after a full investigation, that "the 
lands in question (between Claiborne and the Proprietary) 
belonged absolutely to Lord Baltimore, and that no trade 
with the Indians could be carried on there without his 
consent; and that, with regard to the violences complained 
of, no cause for any relief appeared, but that both parties 
should be left to the ordinary course of justice."* Tbus 
again baffled, Claiborne returned to Virginia to carry on 
his old schemes of annoyance : but tlie legislature of that 
colony interfered and compelled him to desist Then, 
assuming the position of a suppliant, .he despatched an 
agent to Maryland praying the restoration of his property 
which had been confiscated by the government. His 
prayer was rejected : and, despairing of success, he aban- 
doned his efforts until a more favorable period should arrive.t 
iiieMianoQ. During the first four years of the settlement, 

artea among ° . , 

tbe Indians, the colony was circumscribed within narrow 
limits, although the Indians in the immediate vicinity per- 
severed in their fi'iendly relations with the whites. To 
these natives alone, therefore, the labors of the two mis- 
sionaries, were devoted in part ; for their presence was also 
required in the settlements , and the governor, doubtful of 
the disposition of the savages in the interior, had forbidden 
them to penetrate thither, lest, ^ by their loss, the people 
should be deprived of the consolation of their services. But 
as the colony continued to increase, new missionaries 
arrived from England and the seminary of Douay, and the 
restriction was removed. Immediately, these zealous men 
* Bozman, vol. 2, p. 72, &c. t Bomsp, 115 
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beg^n to presfl into the interior, and to visit every tribe and 
village.* Th^ Indians of Patuxent received tbem most 
favorably, and bestowed upon them a plantation, called 
Mettapaanien, or " St. Mattapany/' on the river Patuxent, 
where a missionary station and store house were at once 
established to serve as the starting point for their labors in 
the wilderness. They usually travelled by water. In a 
small pinnace or barge, a priest, accompanied by a lay brother 
and an interpreter, embarked with a little store of provi- 
sions, carrying with him the sacred utensils, a table for an 
altar, a few bottles of wine fpr the eucharistic sacrifice, and 
of holy water for baptism. When the wind failed, two of 
them labored at the oar, while the third steered , the boat« 
At evening, when they landed, the missionary drew the 
barge ashore, collected dry sticks ai^d wood, and kindled a 
fire, whOe his Companions were hunting game in the forest 
for their ftugal repast. At night, they slept upon the shore, 
under cover of a little tent : if it rained, they built them- 
selves a rude hut, wrapped themselves in their blankets, 
and, confiding themselves to God, slumbered as sweetly 
and securely as if surrounded by the luxuries of a palace. 
It was impossible that such .zeal and energy should not 
produce abundant iruits. . In five years from the date of 
the settlement, they had extended* themselves throughout 
a large portion of |he province; they had visited many 
tribes and made numerous converts; they possessed four 
permanent stations, the nlost distant of which was one hun- 
dred and twenty miles from St. Mary's, the seat of the 
colony— one at the settlementy one at Mattapany, one at 
Kent island, and one at Kittamaquindi, the capital of 
Tayac. They were the pioneers of the colonists ; and, thus 
having possession of the shores of i&e great bay, and com- 
mand of its rivers, they penetrated ffrom these sUtions, in 

* See Mivionaiy letten in Bnriiap. and B. U. CampbeU't Early Mis- 
skHis of Maryland ] 
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every direction, to the tribes of the interior, preaching 
Christianity to the sayage, and by their gentle inflnence 
maintaining the peace and quiet of the settlements more 
firmly and securely, than could have done the whole militia 
of the province. But of their works the most important, in 
Its results, was the baptism of Tayac. 
Baptim of "T^^ PiscaUways, or Pascatoways,* as they are. 
'^^^ called in Father White's Journal, were the m^st 
eztensive and powerful tribe in Maryland. Their domain 
was bounded, on one side, by the region^of the Patuxents, 
and, on the other, by the country of the Susquehannas, and 
covered a territory one hundred and thirty miles in extent, 
perhaps including the fairest and richest portion of Mavy- 
land. The chief of these Indians was called Tayac, a title 
of honor and station ; his name was Clitomiichen. He had 
obtained his power in the tribe by putting his brother, the 
former chief, to death. The mode of his conversion was 
singular. The king of the Patuxents, who had professed 
so much affection for the English, and had listened with 
great docility to the missionaries, suddenly changed his 
whole demeanor, and became cold and indifferent towards 
them. Fearing treachery on the part of the chief, Father 
White, by the advice of the governor, withdrew from St. 
Mattapany and removed to the Piscataways, where he was 
received with great kindness. The chief soon' became 
attached to him, and made him reside in his rude and 
simple palace, while the queen prepared his food with her 
own hands. Tayao-^-so he informed Father White— ^ad 

* l*he precise situation of these people is disputed. Bainap si^po* 
ses they were the Patapseo tribe, and that Kittamaquindf, their capital, 
was near the present site qf Baltimore. B. U. Campbell, Esq., thinks, 
and with more probability, that they were the Piscataways— 4uid that 
Kittamaquindi was situated about fifteen miles below the present dlf 
of Washington. See Bumap's Life of Leonard Calvert, 87-8, and 
Campbell's Memoir on the Early Missions \Df Maiyland, in the pro* 
ceedings of the Maiyland Hist. Society, 8tfa Jan. 1846, 
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beeawftfned in dreams of Ihe approach of miasionarietiy 
who loved him and his people,- and wpold confer great 
bleasinga upon them. 

Shortly after the arrival of Father. White, the Indian 
chief fell sick, and forty conjurors, or medicine men, in 
vain tried every remedy within their power : when the mis- 
sionary, by permission of Uie sick chief himself, adminis- 
tered some medicine to him, and caused . him to be bled. 
The treatment of the priestly physician was skilful and 
judicious ; the invahd began t6 recover, and was soon re- 
stored, to perfect health. Then he determined to be bap- 
tized together with his wife and daughter, and was careiully 
and diligently instructed by Father White, in order that he 
. might be prepared to receive that holy sacrament with pro- 
per dispositions. He laid aside the dress of skins, which 
he had heretofore worn, assumed that of the English, and 
commenced to learn their language. He delighted in 
religious conversation » and when the governor once dilated 
to him on tfan^ great advantages hid people would derive 
from the trad^ of the settlers, he replied:—" Venly, I con- 
sider these as trifling, when compared with this one benefit, 
that, by their aid, I have arrived at the true knowledge of 
the Mitf^God, the most important of all knowledge."^ 

Being convinced himself, hci sought to briifg his people 
to the same faith. In an assefnbly of the chiefs of his 
empire, be told them^ " that the superstitions, which they 
had formerly believed, opght to be abolished and Chris- 
tianity adopted ; ihat there was hope only in one true God, 
and that stones and herbs, which they had heretofore wor- 
shipped, were merely the humblest of his works.'' Then, 
placing a stone upon his foot, he tossed it to a great dis- 
tance, thus showing his contempt for that, which he had 
before received as a deity. The people," already prepared 
by the preaching of the missionary, loudly applauded the 
speech and action of the king; and thenceforth the idols 
5 G 
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began to fall into disrepnte. The good dispositions of 
Tayao were strengthened by « fisit which he made to St 
Mary's, in company with Father White. He was much 
impressed by the conduct of an Indian, who was executed 
there for murder. The missionaries endeavored to prepare 
the criminal to meet his^ fate, and Tayac himself acted as 
their interpreter. The Indian was baptized— and suffered 
with such calmness and resignation-^unlike the mere 
stoicism of the warrior — that the king, moved by the spec- 
tacle, desired- immediate "baptism. But, In order that the 
ceremony, might be performed with becoming preparation. 
It was deferred for a time. 

On the fifth of July, 1640 (O. S.), in a chapel,* built bt 
i^ark for the occasion, at his capital of Kittamaquindi,-in 
the presence of the governor, Leonard Calvert, the secre- 
tary, Mr. Lewger, and many otlier of the principal inhabi- 
tants of the province, with great pomp and display, Tayac, 
his queen, their little child— a son— ^and many of the chief 
men of his ^council, were solemnly admired, into the Cath- 
olic church, by the regenerating, waters of baptism. The 
king assumed the name of Charles, in honor of the English 
sovereign; his queen that of Mary. The other neophytes 
also received Christian names. In the afternoon, the king 
and queen were married according to the rites of the 
church ; and then a cross of great size was borne by the 
king, the governor, the secretary, and others, in procession, 
while two priests preceded them, chanting the Litany of the 
Virgin, to a place prepare^ for its reception^ where it waa 
erected with great ceremony, in commemoration of the 
important events which had jnst taken place. Tayac soon 
after sent his daughter to St. Mary's to receive a- polished 
and Christian education, and one of his chiefs followed hi« 
example. 

Much was hoped from the conversion of Tayac, but, in 
less than a year, he died most piously, in the practice of 
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the reUgion he iiftd so solemnly adopted. - His young 
danghter, now become queen of the Piscataways, was not 
long after baptized at St. Mary's, having already learned the 
English language. The example of. Ta^ac and his family 
was followed by many <fther natives. The inhabitants of 
the town of Potopaco, now Port Tobacco, to the number 
of one hundred and thirty, together with their queen, were 
baptized— -the chiefs and principal men of Potomack town, 
on the Virginia shore, and the chiefs .of 'several neighboring 
Tilbges were converted. While Anacoston, sachem of a 
tribe adjoining the Piscataways^became so firmly attached to 
the whites, that he wished to take up his residence among 
them, as a citizen of the colony. The missionaries, who 
effected so much good, were Father Andrew White, who 
has be6n called the apostle of Maryland, Fathers John 

^ Altham, who died at 5t. Mary's, soon after the baptism of 
Tayac, John Bropk, and Thomas Copley. Others soon fol- 
lowed to extend the missionflT, and supply the place of 
Ibose, who' sunk under th^ exposure and fiuigue of their 
laborious duties.* 

Thus gmurded and protected by a circle of Christian In- 
dians, bound to them by the ties of gratitude and religion, 
it is not surprising that the pilgrims of. Maryland suffered 
but little from the hostility of the natives— yet even they 
were dbtnibed by a few tronbles,^ which weria dignified by 
the title of the Indian wars. 
' It.was natural that i^ feding of jealousy should ' 
spring 4ip in the bieasts of the natives, as they 
beheld the rapid increase of the colonists* and the exten- 
sion* of. their settlements; swallowing up their hunting 
grounds and occupying the graves of their forefathers. 
Tet no cause of offence was given them, by the colonists, 
and their affection .for the missionaries suppressed every 

.fbeliipg of discontent in the minds pf the Christian Indians. 
« B. U. Campbeit^Ejrly MiasioiM, he. . 
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The Susqueha&nabs*^ were the most hostile and wMi&e of 
the tribes of Maryland, but dieir country Uy iir north and 
west of the settlements, while, between, stretched the land 
of the friendly TaySc The Nanticokes, who also appeared 
inimical to the whites, inhabited the Eastern shore ; and the 
waters of the Bay served as a barrier to their incursion^ 
until the settlements- spread across it: and then the colony 
had become too powerful to dread any, or all .the tribes 
united together. The Nanticokes were composed of seve*^ 
ral tribes, and called, in their own language, "JVW^," 
and, in the Delaware, ** Vnecktgr/* or, ''Sea-shore Settlers," 
and their territory stretched along both sides of the Nanti- 
coke nver, in Somerset and Dorchester county. The other 
principal tribes, on that shore,, in common with the Nanti- 
cokes, of the Lenape or Delaware race, were, the Ozinie$, 
on the Chester river, the Toghwocks, on the Sassafras, the 
^tguinackunkSf on this Delaware, the Wycomese^, and the 
Ckopianks, On the Western shore, after the Susquehan* 
nabs, the Patnxents and the Piscataways were the most 
important. 

These numerous tribes, united together, would have 
proved very formidable to the settlers ; yet there never was 
any combination of a serious nature, and) perhaps, from 
the very outset, the power of the colony wodld have been 
more than a match for the warriors of any single tribe. 
Therefore, the Indian wars of Maryland never rose beyond 
petty expeditions, to chastise some hostile tribe, or to cap- 
ture and punish particular individuals, who had committed 
aggressions upon the persons or property of the colonists. 
Only once did the savages make a successful inroad of any 
consequence, and that was against a missionary station 
which they destroyed, killing the mhabitants and carrying 
off a considerable booty, ^ut speedy retribution overtook 
them, for they were severely puAished by the military foroe • 
• Or SosqasfaantMcki, as they an^indifl^atly ealM. 
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of the province. This maBsacre was doubtless committed 
by the SasquehanDahs on a mission in the country of the 
Piscataways; 

The dread- of attack from these powerful and wairlike 
aayages, Tendered it necessary that some general system for 
defence should be adopted. The people were obliged by 
law to keep a sufficient quantity of arms and ammunition 
in their houses, to be ready at a moment's warning; and 
every, male, capable of bearing' arms, was enrolled in the 
militia,, and subject to be called, out for the common 
defence.* In 1642, when the fetu of an invasion by the 
Sosquehannahs was very prevalent, new precautions 'were 
adopted.: no man was dlowed to fire three shots, in a 
quarter of an hour, except to give alarm of an inroad — 
apd every one who heard three shots within that space, 
was directed to repeat the signal, that the w]|ole country 
might be put upon their guard : then the women and chil- 
dren were to betake themselves for safety to the blockr 
houses, of which there was one ^ in eac]\ hundred, while the 
men armed and rallied together to meet the foe. A garri- 
son was .placed in the fort of St. Inigbes, near the capital,* 
as a. inain strong hold ; and to provide for any sudden out- 
break, when the inhabitants left their homes for religious 
worship, they carried their arms with them, to chiirch or 
chapel, prepared for instant service.! 

In 1639, an expedition was sept against some Indians 
of .the. Eastern- shore, who had given cause of offence, and 
also against the Susqnehannahs, who had been molesting 
the friendly tribes of Patuxent and Piseataway. The arma- 
ment confisted of two pinnaces and a skiff, manned with 
thirty "good ^hbt" or marksmen, who were drafted or 
pressed, and several volunteers. To equip and victual this 
force, the governor was under the necessity of sending a 
shallop to Virginia, to procure a supply oC arms, ammunition 
* pozman, S12 ; Bacon. t Burnap. 
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and food.* At the same time, the militia of the province 
were put upon a better footing, and drilled and exereised. 
In 1642, the Ozinies became hostile, and as they could 
muster sixty warriors, created considerable uneasiness in 
Kent island, in the vicinity of which their country lay. 
To prevent even the approach of danger, a proclamation 
waa issued forbidding their appearance upon the island, 
and authorising the inhabitants to put to death any who 
should disobey the prohibition. • The disaffection, however, 
continued to spread among the tribes, and She Susquehan- 
nahs) Wycomeses and , Nanticokes were, in* the ensuing 
year, declaied enemies of the province. It was at this 
period' that the Susquehannahs struck a heavy blow, in the 
destruction of the missionary station already spoken of; 
and, wltile they were ravaging the western and northern 
frontier,, the Nanticokes, on the Eastern Shoro, threateAed 
the colonists with invasion across the bay« Governor Cal- 
vert was not wanting in this crisis; he deteunined to antici- 
pate their attack. Having assisted the governor of Virginia, 
upon a similar occasion, in punishing the Indians of tho 
Eastern shore for an outrage upon the settlements of that 
colony, he wrote to him, proposing to undertake a joint 
expedition with two hundred raen^ to be raised equally by ' 
the two provinces, to chastise the enemy. At home, he 
directed all the frontier settlers to be drawn into the forts 
and block-bouses, martial law to be proclaimed, and autho- 
rized the commanders to call out every third man* capable 
of bearing arms, in case of necessity. A proclamation, 
similar to that for the protection of Kent island, was issued, 
by which every Indian^ under penalty of death, was prohi- 
bited from passing within a line drawn from Uie Patuxent 
to the Potomac. The promptness of his measures pro- 
duced the desired effect ; for, though the colony suflBered 
•ecasionally from a hostile inroad, nothing of importance 
• Bozman, vol. S, p. 16S. . 
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occarred ; iuid, in a abort time,^ a trace was concluded with 
the Nanticokes. 

While occnpied with these Indian affairsj new troubles 
sprung up in a diflbrent quarter: The. limits of the -charter 
extended to the north beyond the Schuylkill, and, as that 
region presented many advantages, a party of Maryland 
colonists settled there, and began to reclaim and cultivate 
the wilderness.* ^ower down, on the bay of Delaware, 
the Swedes had already built a fort ; while the Dutch of 
New York laid ckim to the whole territory, and £tted out 
an expedition of two armed sloops to take possession of it, 
and \o drive away the occupants. The province 'was too 
much engaged vrith more ptessing^afTairs at home, to afford 
assistance to the settlers on the Schuylkill, who probably 
abahdoned that region, for whieh the restless New £ng- 
lan^rs now also contended, as included in their grants. 

In the meanwhile, the colonists, in spite of external ene- 
mies and internal malcontents,, had gone on improving alid 
strengthening their settlements, and extending their legis- 
lation. Lord Baltimore, having, in, August 1638, granted to 
the people the right of originating laws, which they claim- 
ed, authorized his brother, in his name, to agree to such 
bills as seemed proper and necessary, to be effectual, until 
he- himself should express his disapproval under his seal. 
A new Assembly was therefore summoned. This body 
met at St. Mary's, on the 25th of February, 1639, 0. S., and 
adopted many useful measures. The most iraporunt wa^ 
an act establishing general laws for the government of the 
province. By it were secured the rights and franchises of 
' the church, the prerogatives of the lord Proprietary, and 
the liberties of the. people, according to the magna charta 
of England* Its subsequent sections provided fof the ad- 
ministration- of justice, the maintienance of civil rights, and 
the.pnnishment of criminal offences. A county court was 
* Bosmaa, vol. 2, 205; McMsbon,.28. 
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established at St. Mary's, which was still the only county 
of the province^ although there were many subdivisions of 
hundreds, besides the several settlements upon Kent island, 
now incorporated into a separate hundred- A court of 
chancery was erected, the jurisdiction of justices of' the 
peace extended and defined, the duties of the present 
orphan's court vested in Ae secretary, a short insolvent 
system framed, and oaths of office prescribed. In addition 
to these, the planting of Indian com and tobacco waa 
regulated, weights and measures ascertained, the custom 
or duty on the exportation of tobacco fixed, and military 
discipline provided .for.* ' 

Heretofore, every firee man Who had not voted at t)ie 
election for burgesses, was entitled to take his seat in the 
house ; it was now enacted, t6at oiily the lieutenant gover- 
nor, his secretary, such gentlemen, as he specially sum- 
moned, and .the elected representatives of the different 
hundreds, should henceforth constitute the' General As- 
sembly^ The privileges, thus given to the governor, might 
have been of dangerous consequence — but Leonard Cal- 
vert's long and virtuous administration fiilly justified the 
confidence which the people then placed in his honor and 
integrity. A bill, passed at this session, displays forcibly 
the condition of the infant province. A water mill, for the 
use of the people, was of the utmost importance, and the 
governor and council were authorized to contract for its 
erection ; provided .the cost should not exceed twenty 
thousand pounds of tobacco, the early curcency of Mary- 
land, equsl, according to the rates of a later period, to the 
sum of three hundred and thirty-three dollars and thirty- 
three and one-third cents, which was to be raised by gene- 
ral ^taxation in two years.t A similar provision was made 

• fitcon. 

t BozmsD, voL 2, p. 156.. The' author of «A Rdfttion of Mtry- 
laiid,*' sayt, •«Tbey have also set up a water mill for (he grinding of 
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for building a<'towne house.'' Both these laws» while 
they display the past weakness 6f the colony, also prove its 
growing extent and population,, which rendered such im* 
provemeikts' necessary. Heretofore, hand mills had sufficed 
to grind the Indian com, in sufficient quantities for the 
sparse setttementq-Hind the house of the governor was 
large enough to accommodate their delegates. But with 
the necessity came the improvement f .and the erection of 
the first water mill and tHe first State house, may becon- 
aidered an era in the history of Maryland. 

come ^joining to tfie towne.— 1685.*' Unless this attempt friled, 
wherefore the necessity of setting up one by taxation? 

This author ^ves the names of some of «<tbe gentlemen adi^enturers" 
who ac^mp4nied the first colony : . ' 

Richard Gerard, son of Sir Thomas Gerard, K. ^. 

£dward Wintour, > nu t j * iw- * 

Frederick Wintour, j"»* '^ *• ^^' ^'«* ^'"♦">"'- 

tienry Wiseman,' son to Sir Thomas Wiseman, Bart. 

Johta Sannders, Thomas Dorrel, 

Edward Cranaeld, ^ Captain John .Hill, 

Henry Green, John Medcalf, , 

Nicholas Fairfax, William Saire.— See also Boz« 

John Baxter, taan, vol. 2, p. 26. 
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CHAPTER. III. 

W HILST the little colony was thus steadily progressing, 
in spite of the difficulties which surrounded it, the horizon, 
in the far east, began to darken. The contest between the 
king and the parliament, bad broken out in England, and 
it. seemed that the latter was about to become, victorious* 
The gOTernment of Maryland had .sprung from a ^oyal 
grant, its Proprietary was an adherent of the king, and the 
storm, which was hurling the king from his throne, could 
scarcely pass by, leaving the Proprietary, and his province 
unscathed. Th^ spirit of disaffectiojn already began to 
appear in the settlements, brought there by a colony of 
Puritans, ypho had been driven out of Virginia, which tole- 
rated neither Catholic nor dissenter, and received with 
open arms' in Maryland, to. repay liberality with dissen- 
sion and kindness with civil war. ' As the success of the 
parliament increased, their party grew in strength; and 
Grovernor Calvert, unoettain what eourse to pursue, and 
anxious to vieilr, in person, the tendency of )iffaii9 in .the 
mother country, determined to retgrq to England to con- 
sult with his brother, Lord Baltimore. To provide for the 
government of the province, he appointed Mr. Giles Brent 
"lieutenant general, admiral,, chief captain, magistrate, and 
commander," and set sail for England in the' early part 
of the year' 1643. During his absence, the spirit of disaf- 
fection increased and at length broke out in Claiborne's 
and Ingle's rebellion. 
! oiaibome*! The Indians, either orffed on by the malcon- 
: i B«beUoii. tents, or perceiiung the mtemal divisions of the 



settlers, were again in motion. ^Even prior to the depar- 
ture of Leonard .Calvert, the Susquehannahs assumed a 
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threatening attitude, and the. governor appointed Captain 
Gomwallis, a mad of great ikill. and courage, exceedingly 
-popular, and possessing this fuU. confidence of the militia, 
to take command of an expedition to be raised by draught 
But that experienced officer preferring willing eenrices 
to the oompiilsory^ aid of pressed men, the design was 
changed, and he was. authorized to assemble and organize a 
body of volunteers. Th^ Susquehannahs had now become 
moie formidable, having been furnished with fire arms and 
instructed in their use by: the Swedes and Dutch of New 
York and the Delaware, who carried on a wholesale traffic^ 
in arras and ammunition, with the Indians bordering on 
the English and French colonies/ to the manifest danger 
of their settlei^ents, and contrary to the laws of nations.* 
Whilst these warlike Indians were threatening the colony 
on the north, Captain Ri&hard Ingle, an associate of Clai- 
borne, and a pirate and a rebel, was discovered hovering 
about the settlement with an armed ship, holding commu; 
nications with, and endeavoring to strengthen ^^e numbers 
of, the disaflfected. Governor Brent immediately issued a 
proclamation ordering his arrest and the seizure of his ship. 
Ingle was taken, but soon succeeded in making his escape, 
to join Claiborne and concoet fresh designs against the 
peace of the province. 

At length, in 1644, Leonard Calvert returned to Mary* 
land, bearing new commissions from his brother. Lord Bal- 
timore, for the more firm establishment of the goveqiment 
He found the province in great disorder, the public ofiSicers 
at variance with one another, the encroachments of the 
Indians continuing, the pirate Ingle at large, his untiring 
enemy, Claiborne, u^ in arms and once more in posses- 
sion of Kent island. A reconnoitering party of eight men, 
under Mark Pheypo and John Genalles, was immediately 
despatched across the bay, in a light shallop, to watch the 
* Bozman, Vol. 8, p. 97S. 
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ipo?eiiient8 of the insurgents; and preparations were made 
to dislodge them. ^ Th^y were proclaimed public enemies.^ 
But the efforts of Governor Calyert to obtaiq possession' 
of Kent island foiled ; and the iwo riQbelsi emboldened bj 
their success and certain of assistance from their friends, 
invaded the Western shore, andv after a short struggle, 
obtained complete possession of the province. Goremor 
Calvert was compelled to fly to Virginiai and th^ con* 
querors immediately commenced a system of outrage and 
oppression upon those who had adhered to his fortunes and 
supported the laws of the colony. Many were robbed of 
all their possessions, and banished from the province, and 
those, who were permitted to remain, were so -despoiled as 
almost to become destitute of the means of subsistence.t 
Even the mild and unassuming missionaries, who had 
avoided mingling in the dangerous politics of'the day, were » 
seized, their stations plundered^ and broken up, anrd they 
themselves, with the venerable Father White, the apostle of 
Maryland, among the number, sent in chains to England, 
where long imposonment awaited them.t They took pos- 
session of the provincial records, which they so mutilated 
and destroyed, that jt is almost impossible to obtain an 
accurate account of th^ir proceedings, or of the struggle * 
which preceded their success.} 

In England, the parliament had at length utterly over- 
thrown, the power of the king, who was now a captive in 
their hands ; and the last stronghold of his partizans had 
been surrendered to the arms of their successful generals. 
Claiborne and Ingle acted in the. name of the. parliament, 
and their success, in these circumstances, seemed a death 
blow to the supremacy of Lord Baltimore, in the province. 
He felt this, and accordingly, in 1646, directed his brother, 
the late governor, and Mr. Lewger, the secretary, to collect 

* Jan. IMS, 0. S. f fiosman; Bnniip.^ | CampbeO. 
§ Bovnao, 290; Bumap, 218. 
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and take charge of such of hit private property aa might 
be saved from the wreck of hia fortunes, apparently aban* 
doning foreter the hope of recovering his Proprietary 
rights. Bat Leonard Calvert would not so easily submit 
to the overthrow of his just authority, and the destruction 
of their common prospeots* The inhabitants of Yir- 
gmia had remained loyal to the crown,, and, perhaps, the 
majority of the people of Maryland were at least firmly 
attached to the ipild and parental gbvernment of the Gal- 
verts. In Virginia, therefore. Governor Calvert found a 
safe refuge, and soon began to collect the means for a final 
effort to subdue the rebels; — ^while, in Maryland, the sys* 
tematic outrages, the oppression, att4 the misrule of the. 
osurpers, before long, prepared the people to sustain him in 
hia attempt. At length, having completed his preparations, 
and beliering the time propitious for his undertaking, about 
the close of the year 1646, at the head of the military force 
which he had levied, he crossed the Potomac, surprised the 
enemy, and, having gained an almost bloodless victory, re- 
entered. St. Mary's in triumph, and once more took pos- 
session of the government. 

Captain Hill, who had acted as governor under a com- 
mission fi'om the council, submitted and retired to Virginia, 
wiUioot attempting ta maintain, his power ; and > in a short 
time the whole Western shore, afler having been under the 
dominion of the rebels for nearly two years, joyfully re- 
newed its allegiance to Lord Baltimore. Such of the mis- 
sionaries as still survived in freedom again returned to their 
flocks, who rejoiced in beholding them once more: and the 
old peace and freedom were re-established.* Father White 
was not one of this fortunate number: his eyes were ever 
turned longingly, towards his rude ilock in the wilderness 
of Maryland^but he was destined never to wtam among 
them. Banished from England, he again ventured back 
« B. U. CmmpbeU. 
6 
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into the kingdom, in defiance of the penal iaw8» to.punme 
his duties as a priest, and was again imprisoned. He died 
in London, on the 27th of December, 1656, in the seventy* 
eighth year of his age. 

Kent island, however, the 9tronghoId of the malcontents, 
^id no) submit so easily as the rest of the province ; and it 
was found necessary to declare martial law, to cut off all 
coipmunication from without, and to send an expedition, 
under the governor himself, into the island, before the 
rebels could be reduced once more under the authority of 
the lord Proprietary, Proper measures were iminediately ' 
adopted to secure the tranquillity of the island, or county as 
it was now called ; and^ desirous of healing old differences, 
and subduing the hostility of the disaffected by kindness 
and generosity, the governor granted an amnesty to most 
of the offenders, and returned to St. Mary's.* 

Order was restored once more to the colony ; renewed 
prosperity, the necessary result of its internal resources and 
its re-established tranquillity, already commenced to dawn 
upon the inhabitants, when a new, and almost irreparable^ 
misfortune befell them, in the death of their amiable yet 
enterprizing governor. At St. Mary's, surrounded by his 
family and friends, on the 9th of June, 1647, Leonard Cal- 
vert breathed his last, having, in virtue of the power vested 
in him by his brother, named Thomas Greene his successor 
as governor of Maryland.! During the space of fourteen 
years, he had guided the colony through the storms which 
darkened around its infimcy— he had devoted his whole 
life and energies to its permanent establishment — with a 
disinterested self-devotion, he had striven, in the wilderness, 
for its glory and its prosperity : ahd it seemed as if, through 
a special providence of heaven, to reward his labors, a 
beam of sunshine and tranquillity had broken over the pro- 
vince as he was about to die, at peace with all, triumphant 

t BwiMp. 
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OTer the enemies 6f lilsryland, fuH of honor, and enriched 
with the prayers and blessings of a rescued people. His 
chancter, public and private, was without stain, his abBities 
were undoul^ted, his gOTernroent kind and parental, and 
bis memory was long cherished by the colonists with grate- 
ful recollection* 'He was, indeed, a great and good man,— ^ 
.more truly illustrious, in what be founded and reared, than 
the greatest conquerors, in what they have overthrown and 
destroyed. 

Grpvernor Greene immediately entered upon the duties 
of his office, and his first effort was to prevent any attempt 
to disturb the peace of the colony, on the part of Captain 
Hill or his adherents, who had taken refuge across the 
Potomac. As the session of the* provincial couirt was ap- 
proaching, he issued a proclamation, prohibiting any of the 
refugees from claiming the assistance or judgment of the 
court, in any- case, in their favor, until they had taken the 
oath of fealty, therein prescribed, to the government. But 
a difficulty now sprung up from another source. During 
the past commotions, the colonists had neglected, or been 
. unable, td plant a sufficient quantity of corn ; ahd a scar- 
city of food began to be apparent. The troops, which 
Grovernor Calvert had enlisted in Virginia, were not yet 
paid or discharged, an'd it was found difficult to furnish 
them with subsistence. They had been denied the privi- 
lege of plundering the rebels, and the poverty of the pro- 
vince rendered it very difficult, after the late disorders, to 
raise their arrears of pay. To satisfy their present demands. 
Governor Green issued a proclamation, directing a seizure 
of all the corn which the people might have, over and 
above a sufficiency for their own use, to be paid for out of 
his lordship's estate at the rate of one hundred and twenty 
pounds of tobacco per barrel, or to b^ .replaced) provided 
enough should be imported into the colony.* Mrs. M arga- 
' • Bos. 809, $18, 818. 
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r0t Bient, a relative and the administratrix of the deoeatod 
gOTemor, a woman of great spirit and energy, had already 
exhausted all the resources of his estate to meet the crisis; 
and the legislature^ which met shortly after, confirmed the 
measures of the governor, allowing each family to retaMi 
two barrels of corn per head, excepting infants, and fixing 
the rate of compensation, for the quantity pressed for the 
public service, at one hundred and fifty pounds of tobacco 
per barrel. The governor had considered it prudent, in the 
derasged state of afiairs, to prohibit the exportation of com 
or horses troin the province until the scarcity sl^oQld be remo* 
died: this measure was also approved of, and coQtimied. 
At the close of thesession, to heal up all existing differ* 
ences, a general pardon was proclaimed for those rebels 
who might embrace its terms, excepting therefrom only 
Captain Richard Ingle. Thus seeqis to have ended this 
rebellion, which had been boldly conceived, and energed- 
cally executed ; and whidi was successful for a time, but 
overthrown through the excesses of its leaders and the 
affection of the people for the Calverts. Its lingering con- 
sequence was longest felt, in the threatening aspect pf the 
Indians, who still continued so hostile, that the governor 
found it necessary to adjourn the county court, lest the 
abeence of jurymen, parties, and witnesses, from the fron- 
tier districts, in their attendance upon it, should weaken 
those exposed portions of the settlements and subject them 
to outrage. 

uberty of Mingling in the political causes, which brought 
eoMcience. ^^ ^^^ rebellion, was a feeling of religious in- 
tolerance, in the Puritan faction, which wreaked- itself 
upon the unoffending missionaries, ^and first infringed on 
the rights of liberty of conscience in Maryland. 

Lord Baltimore now perceived, that, while concessions 
•to the Puritans might be necessary to maintain his province) 
new guards w^xe required to prevent the growing feeling 
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of bigotry frolii destiojiiig %e sABCiuary wkich he had 
erected at tbe cost of eq much care \nd tieasare. There- 
lbre« ia 1648, he ap)>dtiiled William Stone, gOTernor of the 
proiince, and prescribed that famoue oath of office, which 
aecnred the contiouaace of Kbertj of copscience and' fuU 
toleration to all persone who profeMed to believe^ in Jesus 
Christ.* Governor Stone bad undertaken to transport nito 
the ^cofiBce five hundred settlers, i^ho were probably like 
himself, Protestants, as were the new secretary and the 
gieaier portion of the council. Heretofore, the most of those 
appointed to office by the lord Fropricitary were Catholics, 
as were the majority of the settlers ; but now, the Puritans 
being triumphant at home, he hoped by this measure to 
propitiate them, at the same time that, by tbeojith of office, 
he secured to all Christians the full tolerataon which had 
hitherto most s4inipulous]y been observed. Governor Stone 
entered upon bis duties towards the close of thjB year 1648, 
or the opening of ihe ensuing year. On the 2d of April, 
1649, the General Assembly «wa3 convened at St. Mary's, 
and, to give additional security, to the safeguards which 
Lord Baltimore had already pcovided, passed an act, that 
must forever render memorable the founders and people of 
Maryland. After enacting severe punishments for the 
crime of blasphemy, and declaring that certain penalties 
shall be inflicted upon any one who shall call toother a 
sectarian name of reproach, it proceeds with the fiublime 
declaration : " and wtereas the enforcing of conscience, 
in matters of religion, hath frequently ikllen out to be of 
dangerous consequence, in those commonwealths where it 
has been practised, and for the more quiet and peaceable 
government of this province, and the better to preserve 
mutual love and unity amongst the inhabitants, &c«, bo 
person or persons whatsoever, within this prprince or the 
islands, ports, harbors, creeks or havens therennto beloiig* 
* Botman, vol. 2, p. 889; McMahon, 220. 
6» I 
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ing, professing to betieve in Jesus Christ, shall from hence- 
forth be an J ways troubled, or moleaied,' or discountenanced 
for or in respect of his or her religion, nor in the freje^eler- 
cise thereof, within this province or the islands tberednto 
belonging, nor any way compelled to th^ belief or exercise 
of any other religion, against his or het consent.''* 

The passage of this act is one of the proud boasts of 
Maryland, and its exact execution, until the government 
was overthrown by the Puritans, and, from its restoration, 
until the Protestant revolution, forms ope of her greatest 
glories. Elsewhere upon the wide continent,. there were 
pains, and penalties, and disabilities* In the north, the 
Puritans drove the Episcopalian from theii; borders; and 
bound the peaceful Friend to the whipping-post, bored his 
tongue, slit his ears, or condemned him to die upon the 
gallows. In Virginia, the Catholic and the Puritan were 
alike disfranchised and banished, by the Episcopalians: 
and even Rho^e Island, founded by the mild and gentle 
Roger Williams, denied to Catholics a participation in the 
political rights that were enjoyed in that community by all 
others,! Only in Maryland was there that true toleration 
and liberty of conscience, which won for her the name of 
the '' Land of the sancitutry" Whoever was oppressed and 
suffered for conscience, might there find refuge — Mi^oever 
fled from intolerance, there received shelter, protection, 
and repose. The Catholic and the Protestant, the Puritan, 
the Episcopalian, the Presbyterian and the Friend, there 
joined hands together,. in peace apd fellowship, worship- 
ping God securely, according to the dictates of their con- 
science — ^for there was none to '* molest or discountenance 
them.''^ Even religious controversy and sectarian strife, the 
bane of peace and union, were banished from this earthly 
paradise, and whoever dared to stigmatize his fellow man as 
"heretic, schismatic, idolater, Puritan, Independent, Pres- 
* Bacon's Laws. . f Grabaine^ vol. X p* SS, nsle. 
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bytei'ian, Popish .Prieat, Jesuit, . Jesuited Papkt, Lutheran. 
Calvinist, Anabapti^, Brownist, Antinomian, Barrowiet, 
Round-head, Separatists, or any other name or term, in a 
reproachful miinner, relatiiig* to matter of religion,"* was 
snbjeet to a fine of ten shillings sterling, one hklf to be paid 
to the party' insulted, and in default thereof, to be publicly 
whipped and imptisoned until he should make ample satis- 
faction -to the party offended, by asking and receiving hi& 
forgiveness, publicly, and in the presence of the chief offi- 
cer of t*he place wheve the' offence had been committed. 
Far, even in advance of the toleration of the present day, 
was the liberty of conscience of early Maryland, in this 
* respect; for it protected the feelings, as well as the rights 
and privileges of the citizens. 

That the Catholics were still in the majority is evident : it 
was their only refuge from persecution, and hither, there- 
fore, every emigrant turned his steps. Grermans, French 
and Italians, sought a home within the borders of Maryland. 
With the tide of emigration thus in their favor, with the 
large body of Catholic settlers who had come over in the first 
five or ten years, to increase the numbers of the early pil- 
grims, it is not probable that they should have been already 
outnumbered by the refugees, who, driven from other colo- 
nies, s<tQght asylum in Maryland.! Indeed, Gov. Sharpe 
says, in 1758, writing to Lord Baltimore, that up to the 
date of the Protestant revolution in 1689, the Catholics 
were the majority of the people.t The law, as is evident 

* See Bacon's Laws for the act. 

t Bumaby, an English Episcopal clergyman, who visited Maryland 
in 1760, 114 years after this time, when this toleration had 4>een de- 
stA>yed, and the niiipber of Catholics decreased by oppressive and 
restraining laws, says, that there were still •« as many Catholics as Pro- 
testants ;" alluding to the Established Church, and meaning « Episco- 
palians'*— who were probably more numerous than any other Protestant 
denomination. It is not credible, therefore, that they were in the . 
minority in 1649, or even long after. ■ 

t See bis letter in Annals of Annapolis. 
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from the second seetioD, was firam^d bja Csdiolie Assem* 
bljr, whOo it wsB ssaeDted to bj a Protestant goTernor aod 
oeuneil; so that a portion of the honor is dae to both! and 
all the people of Maryland niaj claim ^ia gloty of their 
forefathers) as their equal and common herita^re, while all 
must equally regret the penalties, which its first section 
denounces, but which do not appear to have been ever 
enforced. But this act, in ito best provisions, was only Uie 
solemn recording of that law, which had heretofore govern- 
ed the province, and which had been laid down by its 
Catholic founders, and proclaimed from its first settlement* 
And yet the greatest misfortunes of the province sprang 
out of the most important exercise of this liberality. 

The PuriUns had e^blished a conventicle in Virginia, and 
three ministers were sent from Boston to convert the '* un- 
godly Virginians :" but as their numbers began to increase, 
the government determined to break it up, and, in 1642, 
the members were dispersed and driven from the province.* : 
Many of them; with Richard Bennett at their head, sought 
refuge in Maryltod, were kindly received, and settled at ai 
place which they called Providence, probably, near the pre- 
sent city of Annapolis, in Anne ArundeL They were no 
sooner seated in their new habitations, than they refused to 
take, the oath of fealty to the province, which the law re* 
quired from all emigrants, upon obtaining patents for. their 
lands. They declined this oath, "because it was an oath,'' 
says one of their defenders, "to support a government 
which upheld antichrist," that is, secured freedom of con- . 
science to Catholics and Episcopalians, as well as to them- 
selves. They formed themselves into a community, gov- 
erned by their own congregational church system, occupied 
the lands without any formal grants, and had no recognised 
connection with the colony, until in July, 1650, when their 
settlement was erected into a county, and a commander 

I vol. S^ p. S70. 
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ftBd j^flicer of the peace ap|M>iiited> aa in Kent and Si. 
Mary's. 

Efents in' England had now'taken auph a course ma to 
aAet, materially, the condition of Maryland* The king, 
who had been captured by the republicans,, was brought to 
trial before a^ tribunal, erected by them for the purpose, 
eent^nced to deaih^ and publicly executed on the 30th of 
January, 1650 / and- the parliament, to destroy royalty in 
England for ever, issued' a decree declaring it to be treason 
for any one to acknowledge his son Charles as king. In 
spite of this prohibition, he was immediately and formally 
proclaimed by the authorities of Maryland ; and, to com- 
memorate his accession, a general pardon for all offlEfbcea 
was published by the governor. This daring act of loyalty 
aroused the adherents of the parliament, and finally led to 
the reduction of Maryland. 

The Puritans had gradually grown in strength. 



since tiieir fiist admission 4nto Maryland* Be« tfon of Maiy- 
ndes the colony brought over by Governor Stone, 
another had lately .arrived from England, under Richard 
Brooke, and settled in the county of Charles, which was 
erected for them, and of which their leader was made com- 
mander. When the Assembly was called, consisting of 
fourteen delegates, it was found that the partisans of the 
eommonwealth were in the majority : at first, however, the 
Puritans of Providence had refused to send representatives; 
and' it was not until the governor visited them in person to 
persuade them that they consented. At the same time, 
they began to give currency to a report, doubtless derived 
from their friends in England, that Lord Baltimore's gov- 
ernment was about to be overthrown, and the province 
" ledttced" under the control of the commissioners of par- 
liament. The authorities made an effort to put a stop .to 
these nmiors, but it was soon discovered that they were not 
widiont foundation. Parliamei|t had passed an ordinance 
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for the redaction of Aarbadoes and Virginia, which, how- 
ever, waff not put in execution until the year following, when 
a commission was issued to sundry persons, among whom 
were William Claiborne, whose intriguing appears through- 
out the whole transaction, and, the Puritan, iRichard Ben- 
nett, heretofore so hospitably received kito the province, 
when exiled from Virginia. The appointment of these two 
men boded ill for Maryland.. With a fleet of several armed 
vessels, and a regiment of seven hundred men, the com- 
missioners, who were in England, set sail for the .colonies. 
After a short struggle, they obtained possession of Barba- 
does, and proceeded to Virginia, wherQ they were joined 
by Bennett and Claiborne. The governor of Virginia made 
his submission and received favorable terms. Although the 
duties of the commissioners had noW been performed, the 
opportunity of revenging fancied wrongs, and gratifying an- 
cient hostility was too favorable for Claiborne to permit it to 
pass unimproved. Bennett joined oagerly in the scheme, 
and, although the province of Maryland, after having been 
included in the commission, was exempted from it, under 
color of some general terms, they resolved to extend their 
authority over it. Towards the close of March, 1652, they 
arrived at St. Mary's, and required that the colony should 
conform to the laws and submit to the authority of the 
commonwealth, saving Lord Baltimore's rights. To this 
Governor Stone consented: but when they insiste4 that 
the name of the Proprietary should be erased from all writs 
and processes, and that of the commonwealth used in its 
stead, he felt himself compelled to resist. They then de- 
manded an inspection of his commission, .and. when he 
produced it, violently seized upon it, and removed him and 
his subordinates from office. They next appointed a coun- 
eil, of which Robert Brooke was made president and acting 
governor, took possession of the records, and entirely abol- 
ished the authority of the Proprietary in thh province. The 
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commissioners then departed, to Virginia, and declared 
Richard Bennett governor, and Claiborne secretary of that 
province, and having made aome further regulations for its 
government, revisited St. Mary's to arrai^ge that of Mary- 
land On a similar basis. They reinstated Governor Stone 
in his office, upon somewhat modified conditions, delivered 
over to Claiborne Kent island and Palmer's island, at the 
mouth of the Susquehanna, and returned again to Virginia. 
Thus, Claiborne was once more successful, and the power 
•f Lord Baltimore again overthrown.* 

A treaty was now entered info with the Susquehannahs, 
by which they ctsded to the colony all their territory from 
Palmer's island to the Patuxent, and a. large tract on the 
Eastern shore. No sooner had this powerAil tribe thus 
buried the hatchet, than the Nanticokes broke in upon 4he 
Eastern shore settlers, burning, killing and ravaging. Ter* 
ror prevailed among the inhabitants; and an earnest effort 
W<i8 made by the governor to raise a force and protect the 
frontiers. Every seventh man, capable of bearing armsj 
was ordered to muster into service, to be fitted out at the 
expense of the remaining six ; boats were pressed, and the 
whole expedition was ordered to rendezvous at St. Matta- 
pany, under the command of Captain Fuller. The Puritans 
of Anne Arondel, however, refused to make their levies, 
selfishly alleging as the reason, the hardships of the season, 
December and January^ and the danger to their health, 
from exposure on the bay and rivers in open boats. Delays 
thus arose, and, perhaps the note of preparation causing a 
cessation of outrage, the soldiers already levied were dis- 
charged to their homes and the expedition abandoned.t 

For several years, the inhabitants had devoted themselves 

very extensively to the culture of tobacco, somewhat to the 

neglect of com, which, during, the late commotions, had 

been still less attended to ; a second season of scarcity was 

* Bomaiiy vol. 2^ p. 448. f Bozman. 
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tiie eODaeqtt«nce. Tobacco and corn were from the earlieet 
period the etaplea of Maryland commerce: the first crop 
of Indian com gathered by the pilgrims at St. Mary's, 
afforded them a surplus with which th»y opened a coasting 
trade to New England, which was also, afterwards, carried 
OB with New Amsterdam. Subsequently, when the cultare 
of tobacco and corn grew extensive, this tirade increased ; 
indeed the greater portion of their tobacco passed through 
the hands of the Dutch, who were then monopolizing the 
carrying trade of the world. In 1640, all commerce wit^i 
foreign countries was prohibited to the colonics by the 
British parliament : 4nd, by the famous na?igation act, the 
carrying trade, which the Dutch still enjoyed between Eng- 
land and the colonies, was entirely cut off. Thus the 
colony was deprived of that privilege of free trade, iij^hich 
Lord Baltimore had secured it, and suffered greatly from 
the consequent diminution of its commerce in tobacco, 
which Tendered the pressure of the scarcity of com more 
severe. 

The Lord Proprietary, thus dispossessed of his province, 
did not rest quietly under the manifest wrong and injustice 
which had been done him. He immediately took steps to 
call the commissioners to account, for their illegal proceed- 
ings in Maryland, while their agents presented a petition, 
on their behalf, to the parliament. It was dismissed : and, 
the parliament having been dissolved by Cromwell, who 
had seized upon the reins of government, and the Dutch 
war being then at its height, no further notice was taken 
of the matter. Lord Baltimore, perhaps relying upon the 
growing tendency of Cromwell to monarchical power, d^- 
termin^d to right himself in spite of the republicans, and 
directed Governor Stone to require all persons to take the 
oath of fidelity, and to re-establish the Proprietary go^em- 
ment, which was accordingly done in 1654. 

No sooner had Claiborne and Bennett, in Virginia, heard 
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of these proceedings, than they hastened to Providence to- 
restore the old order of, things. Both parties began to arm : 
but the commissioners, having gathered the Puritans in 
strength, on the northern bonndaries of the loyal districts, 
threatened them, on -the south, with an invasion by a strong 
force from Virginia, and Gdvemor Stohe, timid or disaf- 
fected, again Submitted-. They took possession of the pro- 
vince, and issued, in the name of Cromwell, whom Stone 
had already proclaimed, a commission for its government, 
at the head of which wai placed Captain William Fuller. 
Their next step waar to disfranchise the Catholics^ who had 
received them into the province when flying from persecu- 
tion abroad. An Assembly was called, and it was especially 
prohibited for any Catholic or royalist to vote for or to sit 
therein as a delegate.* As soon as this body, thus consti- 
tuted, and representing a minority of the people, assembled, 
it proceeded to pass a law, enacting that no persons profess- 
ing the faith of the Catholic church M would be protected 
in the province, but that they ought be restrained from the 
exercise thereof;" at the same time denouncing ''prelacy,'' 
for so they denominated the church of England. Thus 
was consummated tlie first dark stain upon the fair fame 
of. Maryland ; but it was the act of fanatic refugees from 
the north, who had been kindly received and warmed into 
life by those whom they now turned upon and stung. By 
the same Assembly an act was passed to prevent the taking 
of the oath of fidelity to the lord Proprietary. 

When Lord Baltimore was apprized of these proceedings, 
he despatched a special messenger, WilHam Eltonhead, to 
the colony, with a severe rebuke to Governor Stone for 
thus yielding up his authority without a blow, and instruc- 
tions to resume it immediately. Accordingly, in the open- 
ing of the year 1655, Stone issued commissions to his 
firiends, and began to make levies among the people of St. 
• Bacon. . 
7 K 
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}Viary'8, who l^ad ever remainejl faithful to the Proprietary. 
Iq a short time, he found himself at the head of two hua* 
dred men. Believing himself strong enough to strike, he 
despatched a party of twenty men under William Eltonhead 
add Josias Fejidafl, to recover the records' of the province, 
which the commissioners had ^ejzed and removed, to the 
house of Richard Preston on the Fatuxent^ and to capture 
a magazine of arms and ammunition gathered there by the 
Puritans. The party was completely successful) and the 
reoords, together with the magazines were once more 
rea^red to St.' Mary's. Then, having pressed into his ser- 
vice ten or twelve vessels, lying in the harbor, Governor 
Stone embarked part of his force and set out against the 
people of Providence. On his way,. he was met by mes- 
sengers from Captain Fuller and his council, rerngjistrating 
against his proceedings^ desiring to know by what autho- 
rity he actedi and protesting, '' that by Ihe helpof God, they 
were resolved to commit themselves into the hand^^^f God, 
and rather die like men, than live like slaves:' ' Gov. Stone 
returned no answer to the messengers, whom he detained, 
thereby hoping to take his enemies by surprise. Three of 
tkem, however, made their escape to Provideace, and the 
Puritans,' thus put upon their guard, began their prepara- 
tions for defence. 

There was an armed merchantman, the '' Golden I^on," 
at anchor in the harbor, commanded by Captain Heamans ; 
this vessel with its crew, they succeeded in winning to their 
cause. With this aid, and their own people collected and 
armed, and with the certainty of reinforcements from Clai- 
home's men upon the isle of Kent, whieh lay plainly in 
sight across the noble expanse of water, they felt themselves 
strong enough to bid defiance to their opponents. In the 
meanwhile, governor Stone despatched Doctor Luke Bar- 
ber, and others, envoys to the Puritans to demand an uncon- 
ditional f ubmission : but the message produced no effect, 
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and he immediately entered the moufh' of the harbor with 
Ufl twelve dail of transports. As he was about to effect a 
landing, the Golden Lyon fired a gun at his iittle fleet, and, 
a second shot falling close to the boats,, he sent to require 
thereasod for this conduct; but the merchantman persisted 
in taking part with the Puritans, and, his, own small craft 
having no metal to oppose to hei*, he assumed, ddring the 
night, a position higher up the creek. Early next morning, 
the Golden Lyon'^ and some. other vessels, with two pieces of 
cannon, were moored acrgss the mouth of theibreek, so as 
to blockade the fleet, and, as soon as the governor drew 
- out his little force in array upon the ^hore, they opened 
their batteries upon them, killing one of his men and com- 
pelling him to withdraw out of reach of their shot. While 
affairs were thus progressing, Capt, Fuller, at the head of 
one hundred i and seventy ^men, embarked in boats ih>m 
Providence* and, having gone some distance up the river, 
landed, and made a circuit round the creek to the place 
where the forces of governor Stone were lying. As soon 
as their approach was discovered, the latter drew out in 
battle array, and the two parties, shouting out their respec- 
tive battle cfies-— " In the name cf God fall tmr^God is our 
strength!'* and, '* Hey for St. Mary's!" rushed to the con- 
flict. For a time the fight was well sustained; but, at 
length, the undisciplined levies of the yeomen of St. Mary'Sj. 
began to yield before the charge of the Puritans, whose 
captain, with many of his men, had doubtless been inured 
to battle in the wars of England under the victorious ban- 
ner of Cromwell. Defended by a fallen tree, a portion of 
the Marylanders continued to maintain the action long aAer 
the main body had been defeated. Of the whole force only 
four or five escaped, fifty were killed or wounded, attesting 
the obstinacy of the conflict, and the rest taken prisoners. 
Among the slain^ was Thomas Hatton, secretary of the 
prorince : and Governor Stone, CoL Price, Major Chandler, 
* Chalmers. Stone's force was 180 men. 
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- and Captain* Gerard, Lewis, Fendall and Gkiither, (the goT- 
ernor and several others being also wounded,) were among 
the prisoners. The Tesselsi arms and ammunition, fell into ' 
the hands of the conquerors. The Puritans were completely 
triumphant: their loss wa^ only two killed on the field, and 
several wounded, jtwo Of whom died soon after the conflict. 
This battle so disastrous to the fortunes of LOrd Baltimore, 
was foiight on the 25th of March, 1655. 

Yet glorious as. was the victory of the .Puritans, they im- 
mediately stained it by an act,^«s cruel and bloody, as it was 
unnecessary. The governor and several of his council and 
others to the number of ten, were condemned to death, 
although they had surrendered themselves upon the pledge 
of quarter; and four of them, William Eltonhead, (Lord 
Baltimore's special messenger), his servant; Lieut. Lewis, 
and Mr. Leggatt, were shot in cold Mood. The rest only 
escaped at the stern intercession of the victorious soldiery 
themselves, after the prayers of the females of the settlement 
had proved ineifectual— Hsome of them, at the very moment 
they were being led forth to execution. Nothing in the 
history of the colony can compare with this cold blooded 
and nefarious outrage. The governor and his council were 
detained prisoners for some time, and were prohibited from 
communicating with their friends : Governor Stone wAS not 
allowed even to write to his wife, at Sf. Mary's, without * 
submitting the letter to the inspection of his keepers. This 
lady was at length permitted to visit her husband, and to 
nurse him, during his recovery from his wounds. Before 
leaving St. Mary's for the purpose, she wrote a detailed 
account of these unfortunate transactions, to Lord Balti- 
more. Being thus undisputed masters of the colony^ the 
Puritans proceeded to confiscate the property of all who 
had taken up arms to resist their encroachments and sus- 
tain the cause of the Proprietary.* 

* Bocman, ^. 2, pp. 501-590 ; McMtbbn, 207. 
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Both parties now appealed to Cromwell ; Bennett, who 
had hastened to England, on the part of the Puritans, and 
Lord Baltimore, in hie own behalf. After ▼ariqos proceed- 
ings, the protector referred the matter to the lords commis- 
sioners, Whitelock and Widrington, who, it is probable, 
reported in favor of the Proprietary's right to the govern- 
ment, bat owing to the pre-occi)pation of the protector and 
his council with more pressing matters, the report remained 
unconfirmed. . Glaiborn^ and Bennett renewed their peti- 
tions and representations, while Lord Baltimore without 
waiting for further approval, determined to make another 
effort to restore his authority. On the lOth of July, 1656, he 
appointed Capt. Josias Fendall, governor of the province t 
but, before he could take any efieetive stepsj the new gov- 
ernor was arrested by the Puritans, ^' upon suspicion," and 
brought before the provincial court, to answer the charge 
*'of dangerousness to the public peace." He denied the 
power of the. court to try him,, and was ordered to be im- 
prisoned until Cromwell should Settle the disputed affairs 
of the colony. A month later, having grown weary of con- 
finement, he made his- submission, took an oath not to 
disturb the peace of the commonwealth, and obtained his 
telease. 

lA the. mean time, the controiflrsy had been referred to 
the '' commissioners of trade," in England : they reported 
entirely in favor of the lord Proprietary, who now renewed 
his instructions to Governor Fendall, directing that the act 
for freedom of conscience should be duly observed in Mary- 
land, and commanding him to reward, with grants of lands, 
those who had been active in his behal^to take especial 
caie of the widows of those, who had been killed in his 
service, — ^particularly Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. 
Eltonhead— Hsupplying them out of his rents, in a comforta- 
ble manner, and tendering them the assurance, that his 
lordship would endeavor to obtain justice upon their hua- 
7# 
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-bands' murderers; in fine to cherish all who had shown 
xeal in his cause according to their respective merits.* To 
aid and giire countenance to his governori he appointed his 
brother, Philip Calvert, pecretary of the province, and sent 
him thither early in ti;ie spring of 1657. The new governor 
and secretary obtained possession of the capital without 
difficulty, and aoon succeeded in extending their authority 
over the fiiithiul county of St. Mary'd ; but beyond this their 
success did not immediately extend. Maryland was now 
under a divided rule. The Puritan»-^Capt. Fuller and his 
council-governed the north, at Providence, destined here- 
after under the name of Annapolis to become the capital 
of the colony and the state; and Governor Barber, (whom 
Fendall, being compelled to .visit England on the affairs of 
the province, had appointed by virtue of his commission to 
act in bis absence,) and the friends of the lord Proprietary^ 
held possession of the ancient city of St. Mary's. The 
Puritans, determined to consider their authority as still un- 
disputed, and probably having possession of the records 
and public seals, suminoned an Assembly, which convened 
at Fatuxent on the 24th of September, 1657, and proceeded 
to confirm the authority of their party. They also levied a 
poll tax to pay the public expenses, and appointed com^ 
missioners to collect the fines, imposed upon the adherents 
of the Proprietary.! But their domination was near its end. 
Cromwell had grown weary t)f. republicanism. He had 
rejected the title of king, fisr th^ power of dictator; and he 
sought to gather around him the old nobility of England. 
The republicanism of the Puritans, therefore, was no longer 
a' recommendation, and the prospects of the Proprietary 
began to brighten daily. Bennett, the ag^nt of the Puritans, 
soon perceived the turn of affairs; and, despairing of main- 
taining their supremacy, hastened to make an agreement 
with Lord Baltimore, in their name, by which the whole 
* Bozman, vol. 2, p. 90S. f fi^eoii. 
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pfovince was to.be SQirendered up onoe more to its rightful 
owner, leaving the disputes which had arisen, and the 
offences which had been committedi daring the troubles, 
to the adjadication of the protestor. It was also agreed 
that patents for their landa, under the condition of. planta- 
tion, should be issued to them; and all' persons desirous 
of quitting the province, should have the privilege of doing 
so without hindrance. Lord Baltimore further pledged 
himself^ never to consent to the repeal of the law in favor 
of freedom- of conscience, which he h&d always firmly 
cherished and endeavored to preserve, and which the Puri- 
tans now desired to. be enfbrced As a protection to them- 
s^ves.* This agreement Governor Fendali brought with 
Hiiifi en his return from England, in- 1658, together with 
ihslmctions, relative to grants of fands, ordering, among 
others, one of ten thousand acres to Edward Eltonhead, 
doubtless a near kinsman of him who* had suffered at Pro- 
vidence—containing also restrictions uppn his powers, 
and subjecting him in their exercise to the advice and con- 
sent of Philip Calvert, or in case of his death, of Thomas 
Cornwallis, the early hero of this colony, its leader, and 
the steady fViend at once of the Proprietary and the people. 
Barber immediately surrendered back his powers into the 
hands of Governor Fendali, the articles of agreement were 
publicly read, and a day appointed for the meeting of the 
rival authorities, at St. Leonard's Cieek. On the 22d of 
March, both parties were assembled at the place designated, 
but the Puritans objected to a clause in the oath of fidelity, 
demanded a mutual indemnity for all past transactions, 
and requested that they might not be disarmed and left 
defenceless to the mercy of tbe Indians. Upon considerar 
tion, as fiur as regarded persons already in the province, tbe 
oath was modified, and the remaining demands conceded 
by the governor and coimeil; two days after, the i 
^ BonBn,voLS.p.0ft4. 
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' I agreement was solemnly adopted, Fendall's commission, 
i j as governor of Maryland, read and proclaimed, and writs 
{ issued for a General Assembly, to be held at St. Leonard's, 
1 1 on the 27th of April following.* 

I Thus ended the ascendency of the Puritans, in Mary- 
I land, which was once more peacefully restored to the 
i government of the lord Proprietary, after nearly six years - 
! I of successful rebellion, on the one part, ' and unceasing 
1 1 struggle on the other. It would seem as if a season of 
1 1 peace was now about to dawn upon the colony; but no 
sooner had Grovernor Fendiall overthrown the power of the" 
Puritans, than he set about undermining that of the lord 
Proprietary. At the sessioa of 1659, the House of Dele- 
gates, doubtless by his contrivance, demanded that the 
governor and council should no longer sit as an upper 
house, as they had done since the year 1.649 — and claimed 
for itself the rights of supreme judicial and legislative power. 
For a decent time, Fendall m.ade a show of resistance ; at 
length he yielded, and with two of his council took his seat 
in the lower house.t The upper house was then declared 
to be dissolved ; and Fendall, having resigned his commis- 
sion from the lord Proprietary into the hands of the Assem- 
bly, accepted from that body a new one in their own 
name and by their own authority. To secure obedience 
to this new and almost republican government, an act 
was passed declaring it to be felony to disturb the existing 
order of things, and the people were Commanded, by pro- 
clamation, to acknowledge no authority, except that which 
came immediately from the assembly, or from the king, 
who had now been restored to the throne of England.! 
B«t the power of this new rebel was of short duration. 
The people were tired of intestine commotions, and looked 
back with regret to the mild and parental government of 
Leonard Calvert. They, therefore, joyfully submitted to 
• Bozman, vol. 2, 562. f McMahon. t Bacon, 1668. 
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Philip Gakert, whom Lord Baltimore appointed governor 
upon receiving the intelligence, of FendaU's rebellion, and 
who appeared amongst them armed only with the procla* 
mation of the king, commanding all his faithful subjects to 
yield him obedience. FendalL gave himself up, and was 
pespited by the governor from the punishment which he had 
menled, contrary to ,the express orders of Lord Baltimore. 
H^ only made use of his clemency to excite new troubles 
in after days. 

Of the precise object of Fendairs designs if is now diffi- 
Quit to form an estimate. That they tended, almost, to 
republicanism, there can be no doubt : possibly, he hoped, 
by the overthrow of the power of Lord Baltimore, to secure 
to the legislature of the colony an entire supremacy, with 
a nominal subjection, to the king. His chief associates 
were, Mr. Upbert Slye, Speaker of the House, and Mr. Ge- 
rard, and Col. Nathaniel Utye, two members of his council. 
It is not improbable that the idea of colonial independence 
already floated before their minds. 

'Of Claiborne, the arch-disturber of the peace of Mary- 
land, little need belaid. After this last overthrow of his 
Jong cherished eohemes against the province 6f Maryland, 
he abandoned all hope of a successful struggle with the 
power of his 'ancient enemies, the Calverta; and retired 
into Virginia, where he settled in a county named New 
Kent, probably by himself, in remembrance of that beautiful 
island in the Chesapeake, in which the hopes of his turbu- 
lent and ambitious life had been centered, and for which 
he had contended so untiringly. He still continued a man 
of some distinction, and represented New Kent, in 1666, 
in the Virginia H6use of Delegates.* He met his death 
in battle with the indians, at Moncock hills, and was buried 
upon the field.t 

•2Bark«>140. t B. U. CampbeU's MSS. NotM. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE PROTESTANT REVOLOTION. 

aFTER all these storms, at length a calm succeeded. 
For a long time the government remained fixed — and, 
under its gentle and benign influence, the colony increased 
in the number of its inhabitants, in its productions and its 
commerce, and enjoyed all those blessings which necessa- 
rily flow from peace and prosperity. 

For a period of thirty years, the steady stream of quiet 
advancement flowed on in Maryland, aifd, therefore, this 
portion of its records is more barren of notable events than 
even that which preceded it. At no time, in the early 
history of the State, were tliere great wars, civil or foreign, 
or extensive combinations among the Indian foes. There- 
fore, there were few sanguinary battles — few great and ter- 
rible crimes, or astounding calamities. Its civil wars were 
almost bloodless ; its Indian enemies were not more diflicuh 
to subdue than a mere band of robbers ; their depredations 
seldom exceeded, a petty thefl and an occasional musder, 
and a single company of men were generally sufficient to 
repel them. In the course often years of civil commotion, 
the largest force ever brought into the field, was not more 
than one-i<ixth of the enrolled men of the province, scarcely 
sufficient to form a TuH battalion of men at the preeent 
day. Therefore, it is not in these things, that the most 
interesting portion of Maryland's early history must be 
sought. Nor does the truest glory spring firom these. The 
happiness of the people— ^peace at home and abroad — ^pub- 
lic virtue, and equal justice to all, are the purest and best 
titles of a nation, to the oomoiendatioBs of history and the 
admiration of posterity. S2 
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The coloDji again iindera brother of its founder^ having 
proclaimed <3harles U king, set about legislating* to remedy 
the conseqaences of the late troubles and to increase its 
prosperity. A mint was established for coining ^lyllings; 
port duties were laid and regulations for. masters of ships 
adopted : taxes, at the rate of eighteen pounds of tobacco 
per head, were imposed for the pr.oper maintenance of the 
government, and a special provision was made for soldiers 
wouhded or disabled in the service of the colony. The 
mode of payment of port duties is worthy of notice, as in- 
dicating the wants of the times ; every vessel, having a flush 
deck fore and afl, coming to trade in the province, was 
required to pay one half pound of powde^ and three pounds 
of shot for every ton burthen. To insure the circulation 
of the new coinage,* every householder was compelled to 
take from th^ mint ten shillings for each taxable^ in his 
family, for which he was to pay in tobacco, at the rate of 
two pence per pound. For nearly two years, the affairs of 
the province were prosperously conducted by Philip Cal- 
vert, when, in 1662, be was superseded by his nephew, the 
Hon. Charles Calvert, aon of the lord Proprietary, and heir 
of the province. At the time Philip Calvert assumed the 
government of the colony, in 1660, its inhabitants numbered 
twelve thousand : and nothing evidences more strongly die 
excellence of his administration, and that of his nephew, 
than its rapid increase. In the space of five years, it had 
swelled to sixteen thousand . souls — an increase of one* 
thifd; and in 1671 to twenty thousand. As the population 
increased, it had been found necessary to enlarge the num- 
ber of counties, of which there were already seven — St. 
Mary's, founded in 1634 ; Kent, in 1650 ; Anne Arundel, 
1650; Calvert, 1654; Charles, 1658; Baltimore, 1659; and 
Talbot, 1660-61.t As yet there were^few towns :-^indeed, 
the towns of early Maryland never reached any extensive 
* 1660— see Bacon. t McMaho^; Bacon. 
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growth. St. Mary's contained but little more than fifly*or 
sixty houses, and Providence, or Annapoh's, if as still smaller* 
The people were planters and fanners, and such occupa* 
tions are not favors^ble to the growth of towns. They 
obtained all their supplies of manufactured' articles ftom the 
mother country, which thus monopolized their trade. The 
principal planters, found it convenient to make importations 
of large quantities of goods, which they stored away and 
which served, not only to supply their own demands, but 
also those of their neighbors. Thus, to a great extent. Was 
the internal trade provided for, through St. Mary's. There 
was no manufacturing busiuess to build up towns, and even 
the mechanics, whose trades were in most demand, were 
generally drawn by the convenience of their customers, 
firom the towns, into the clusters of settlements in the in- 
terior. There was no influence, therefore, but that of the 
seat of government, calculated to foster and build up a city: 
and it was this alone that sustained St. Mary's. 

The first Assembly, which was called together by Charles 
Calvert, continued the spirit of improvement which had 
manifested itself under his uncle, the late governor. They 
directed a State house and prison — another evidence of the 
increasing wealth and growth of the colony— to be pur- 
chased : they declared the laws of England to be in force in 
the proving, in proper cases, and where there was no spe- 
cial coloniaYlegislation. The publication of marriages was 
provided. forV and an inducement held out to farmers to raise 
English grain As a tribute of gratitude and affection to the 
Calvertfi, they\ordered a levy of twenty-five pounds of tobac- 
co per head, on every taxable for the use of the governor, 
Charles Calvert.* At the next session, in 1663-4, the. As- 
. sembly was still busied about the administration of their 
internal affairs and laying the foundations of much of the 
present systems of laws. They regulated the duties of 
* BacoD, 1062. 
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sheriffs, endeavored to establish rules for the eonvejEluioe 
of lands in the future, and to^quiet their present possessioui 
provided for the preservation of orphans' estate^ the gene- 
ral administration of justice, the appointment of a public 
notary, the making of fecries, the erection of a magazine 
and the improvement of harbors'; and laid rules for the re- 
lation of master and slave, which had already sprung up in 
the colony.* Perhaps there could be no better picture of 
the condition of the settlement, the tendencies of its rulers« 
and the necessities of its people, than the simple enumera- 
tion of the laws which they found it convenient and proper 
to adopt. Indeed, during this long and peaceful period 
the history of the province is scarcely more than the recital 
of its domestic legislation,, which is to be found more fully 
set forth in its statute books, thap recorded in any historyl 
The wisdom of these early laws is pYoved by the &ct, that 
many of them are still in force at this day^— «ome amended, 
and the rest abrogated, or rendered o1>solete,' only by the 
changes of society and the fluctuations of time. They are 
landmarks of the progress of the colony. That relating to 
masters and slaves is worthy of further notice— it is the first 
evidence of the existence of slavery in Maryland. 

Of the exact date of the introduction of negro slavery 
into the colony there is no certainty— hut it was probably 
at a very early period. It is said ,to have first appeared 
in Virginia, in 1620: A Dutch ship, perhaps intending to 
seek the Spaniih islands, or hoping to find a more favorable 
market in the BngHsh settlements, touched at that colony, 
with a cargo of slaves, of whom twenty were bought by the 
Virginians. When Uie Indians, who were very numerous 
in the vicinity of the infant colony, ''first beheld these 
black people, they thought them a true breed of devils, and 
therefore they called them, for a long time, '•Afoyittto'— a 
word signifying either God or Devil." " When the whites 
• Bsepn, ieS8-4. 
8 
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first canfe," said an old Indian, long ailerwards, delivering 
to the travelUr the ancient tradition of his tribe, " our fathers 
believed they were surely gods, but the appearance, in their 
midst, of this new and, to them, hideous race, completely 
astonished them and confused their preconceived ideas of 
things."* The Virginians not only studiously kept these 
slaves in ignorance, but avoided teaching them Christianity : 
it Was otherwise in Maryland. In 1663, for the first time, 
distinct mention is made of negro slaves, in the laws of the 
colony, and it is evident, that there were already many in 
the province. Throughout the laws of Maryland, a strong 
distinction is constantly drawn between the terms " servant" 
and "slave." Prior to the act of ld68, many laws were 
passed relating to the condition of servants and apprentices, 
but only once is used the word *' slave," in the act of 1638, 
" for the liberties . of the people," which describes " the 
people,*' ar consisting of all Christian inhabitants, ** slaves 
only excepted" t — aHerm which is never, elsewhere, applied 
to any but negroes, and at present generally used to desig- 
nate slaves for life. As slavery existed in Virginia, even 
prior to the settlement of Maryland, it is probable that it 
was introduced gradually, as the increasing wealth of the 
settlers of the new colony enabled them to. purchase slaves 
Only in. 1671, however, an act was passed to 'encouragd 
their importation. 

There was another species of servant in the colony, how* 
ever, of whom frequent mention is made, and who, in time 
became a large portion of the population. White emigrants, 
who were unable to bear the expenses of a voyage to the 
new world, or to maintaiki themselves upon their arrival, 
beund themselves to serve for a limited number of years, 
any one who would advance t]^ necessary funds. In time 
this grew to a considerable trade. The indentures were 

• Kslm*! Travels is North America, 1748. 
t Bacon, 1688; Holmes' Annals, vol. 1, p. S58. 
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made to the captain of Uie ship, or loine other person, and, 
upon their i^rriTal in the colony, their unexpired time was 
sold to the highest bidder, to whom their indentures were 
then transferred. In the early agea of the colony, they 
were called indented apprentices', afterwards the general 
term of **redemptione^'' was -applied to them. These, 
upon the expiration of their term of service, became naefiil 
citizens, and enjoyed the same franchises as their more 
f<^unate masters. 

The very industry of the planters and the fer- Tokaeeo. 
tility of their soil, now brought unexpected difficulties, not- 
only on Maryland, but also on the sister colonies of Virgi- 
nia and Carolina.- At first the high price of tobacco had led 
the greater portion of the people to derote their attention to 
its cultivation, and a greatly increased production was the 
immediate consequence ; a fall in the price ensued, and a 
deterioration in the quality of the article, from caieless 
culture, reduced its value so low, that the year's produce 
would scarcely supply clothes to the planters. A scarcity 
of com was frequently ielt, through the neglect to put out 
sufficient crops of that necessary grain, and the Assembly 
of Maryland frequently found it necessary to direct the 
attention of the planters to this subject, and to compel them, 
under severe penalties, to raise at least a certain proportion 
of maize in addition to their tobacco. 

In 1663, the evil had become so great, that the king him- 
self urged it upon the consideration of the colonies. There 
were only two remedies — a diminutibn of the quantity 
raised, or a cessation, for a time^ of its cultivation. For 
either purpose, a joint actiot^ of the three colonies was 
required, and, accordingly, commissioners from Maryland 
and Virginia met at Wicomocomico, to arrange the basis for 
the necessary treaty. It was determined at this meeting, 
that in the succeeding year, after the twentieth of June, no 
tobacco should be planted in either colony, that the AaiBem- 
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biy of Mftryhmd shoald be ca|kd to ratify the agreemfint-^ 
and that the goreraoto and conncikof both colonies shoald 
solemnly swear to use their utmost efforts to have the laws 
for that purpose carried into effect.* This scheme, how- 
ever, was not perfected until 1666, when the Assembly of 
Maryland passed an actt prohibiting the planting of tobaeco 
throughottt the province, for one year, from the Ist of Feb. 
>1666, to the Ist Feb. 1667. Formal notice of this act, toge* 
ther with a. xopy of the governor's proelluniition, was for* 
warded to Virginia by the chanceilor, and the legislatAFe 
of that colony immediately declared in force a similar 
measure, provisionally adopted by them, at the preceding 
aesstoa. The lord Proprietary disapproved of the act of 
the Maryland Assembly, but his "disassent" was not signi- 
fied until the November following, when the law had alrea- 
dy produced the desired ef(iiet. 

The fame of the libeity, civil. and religious, enjoyed in 
Marylai|d, had akeady gone abroad, carrying hope into the 
yearning hearts of those who wore the chain of despotism. 
Many, of different nations, sought an asylum in her bon- 
ders, and were admitted to the rights of citizenship. Thus^ 
in 1666, an act was passed for the naturalization of several 
fiunilies from France,^ Spain, and Bohemia; and similar 
acts constantly recur in the proceedings ^f subsequent 
legislatures.! 

Here, too, the gentle Friends found peace and refuge. 
In England, in Virginia, in Massachusetts and the north, 
the pillory and the whipping post awaited them, ^nd, almost 
in sight of Plymouth IStock, tlie gallows was erected for 
thetni Every wh^re, save in Maryland, their, peacefulcreed 
was proscribed and punished as a crime. There, only, was 
their religious worship ''held publicly and without intemip- 
tion.'^i ^* In Maryland," says BQiice,|| *' where the governor 

* Binlre*8 History «f Vii|;iiiu« Tdl. 2. p. 134. f Bacon. t lb* 
§ Banopoft, v«l. 2, p. »7. || Histofy of Yiipaia, vol. 2, p. ISl. 
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1 1 . Uid a majoritj of the people were papists and royalists^ a re- 

1 1 ligion and go^mment whose spirit is thought to be hostile 

to liberty, and averse- to toleration, they were immediately 

• I hailed as brothers, an,d admitted to all the rights of free men.'' 

I The members of the colonial legislature and the council, | 
many persons of qiiahl^, and justices of the peace /oapie to- 
gether to listen to the preaching of George Fox, the zealous 
leader of the Quakers, while he tarried in Maryland.* The 
emperor of the Nanticokes, attended by his subject kings 
and their subordinate ch'efs, gathered around him, on thje 
'Eastern shore, to hear his words. The heir of the province, | j 
himself at a later day, to countenance the spirit of civil | 
concord, was present at one of their assemblies. For a time, 
however, they were involved in difficulties with the govern- 
ment from their refusal to perform military duty and their 

I I rejection of oaths: but at a later period, they were entirely ■ 
reKeved from these trammels, and then, indeed, Maryland 

i j was to them " the land or the sanctvart.'' 
! I ^ From the date of the treaty with - the Sasque- lodiu War. 
1 1 hanoahs, in 1652, the frontiers of the settlements had been 
but little molested by the incursions of the natives. The 
Snsquehannahs, once so powerful^ had begun to give place 
to'the Senecas of the five nations of New York, who pene- 
trated through ^e province of Pennsylvania, conquering, 
and driving before them, the Indian inhabitants, and molest- 
ing the white settlers. Occasional -bodies of these daring j I 
marauders struck upon the frontiers of Maryland ; and it 
was found necessary, for a time, to maintain a body of 
rangers, tinder Captain John Allen, for their protection. 
In the summer of 1675, a number of murders and outrages 
had been committed on the people of Virginia and Mary- 
land, along the Potgmac, by a band of savages ; and suspi- 
cion fell upon the Susquehannahs. A joint expedition was 
sent by the two provinces to chastise them. The Virginia 
« ie66. Bmneroft. 
8* ■ . M 
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forces were under, the commaRd of Colonel Washingtc 
those of Maryland under Major Trueman. On Monday, 
the 25th of September, the Maryland troops appeared be- 
fore a fort of the Piscataways, then held by the Susquehan- 
nahsi and were met by a deputation of then* chiefe, who 
laid the blame of the inroad upon the Senecas, who, they 
said, were by that time at the head of the Patapsco river 
on their return. 

On the next morning, Col. Washington', Col. Mason and 
Major Adderton of the Viiginia troops, joined Major True- 
man, and were visited by the same deputation. They at 
once charged upon these Indians the murders which had 
been committed; thereyupon Maj. Trueman, yielding to their 
advice, caused five of the chieft to be bound, and afterwards 
put to death. They continued to affirm their innocence^— 
and displayed, in the vain hope of securing their safety, 
a silver medal and some papers, which had been given them 
by former governors of Maryls^d, in token of amity, and 
as an assurance of protection. . This severe proceeding 
attracted the indignation of the House of Delegates, and 
an inquiry was set on foot. Majpr Trueman was impeached, 
before the upper House, fot the murder of the five Indian 
chiefs, who had Come into his camp in the guise of en- 
voys , pleaded guilty, and a bill of attainder was brought in 
against him. He, however. Set forth such extenuating cir- 
cumstances-, that the House refused to pass sentence of 
death upon him, and, a dispute arising between the two 
houses, as to their respective powers in the matter, he 
escaped the penalty of his rashness and inhumanity.* But 
the importance given to the affair, proves, at least, the strict 
justice of the people of Maryland in their intercourse with 
the natives, and the horror with, which a breach of faith 
towards them, was viewed — a fueling little shared by any 
other colony of the old thirteen. 

* ADDals of Annapolii, pp. 70-72. 
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Ohaiies CalTeit continued to act as gavemot, until the 
death of. his father, on the 30th of Nov^nber, 1675, by 
which event he became himself the lord Proprietary of the 
proYince. Intending to return to Englahd as soon as pos- 
sible, he convened an Assembly, for the purpose of reduc- 
ing to. some method the laws heretofore passed, ta muny 
of which his father had not given his assent. <* A general 
revision took place ; and those laws, which were thought 
proper to be continued, were definitely ascertained."* 
During his administration as governor, the Assembly had 
effected many im pro vement»— caused roads to be made, 
court houses and jails to be enacted, coroners appointed 
in all the counties, extended the facilities of obtaining 
justice, and provided for the publication of the laws within 
the province, by proclamation by the sheriff in the county 
courts. In 1671, the Assembly granted to Lord Baltimore 
a duty of two shillings per hundred weight on all tobacco 
exported from Maryland ; one half of the proceeds were to 
fee applied to the defence of the province, the ether for his 
own benefit, to Prepay, in some measure, his^ great expendi- 
ture in establishing the colony, which was estimated to have 
exceeded forty thousand pounds sterling in the two first 
years. Out of this grant, great difficulties afterwards arose. 

Having thus reformed the system of laws, and believing 
his presence no longer necessary in the province, the lord 
Proprietary appointed Thomas Notely, Esq., deputy gover- 
nor, during his absence, to act in th*e name of his infant 
son. Cecil Calvert, as nominal governor, and returned to 
' England in the year 1676. Upon his arrival, he found that 
complaints had been made against his government, by cer- 
tain Episcopal clergymen, who represented the province as 
in a firightiUl condition, and proposed, as a remedy, that 
a support should be provided for them by hw.t They in- 
veighed againat him, because the Catholic priests h^ld 
• McMahon, pp. S15. f Ibid. S16. 
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landed estates in the colony for their-siipport. Lord BaU 
timore simply pointed to the laws of his province, tolerating 
all and establishing' none, and to 'the conditions of plantar 
tion, under which these lands had been acquired. He was 
advised by the committee of trade and the plantations, to 
whom the matter was referred, to provide a jiublic support 
for the clergy of the church of England,* he declined, and 
thus ended the first effort to establish the Episcopal church, 
by law in Maryland. Virginia had charged his government 
with not assisting in the defence of the frontiers — this com» 
plaint was also declared to be groundless ; and Lord Balti- 
more, having triumphed over the enemies of .his province, 
returned to Maryland in 1680, and ouce more assumed the 
government into his own hands. During, his absence, a 
singular case had been brought before the Genial As^m* 
bly for trial: A phYsician named Edward Husbands was 
charged with attempting, to poison the governor and the 
two houses. He met the charge with great warmth, and 
was sentenced to be for ever disabled from practising as 41 
surgeon, and to receive twenty lashes ||B the bare back for 
cursing the Assembly ; and bound over to appear before the 
provincial court, to answer the charge of attempting to 
poison. It is probable that Lord Baltimore, on his return, 
stayed these arbitrary prooeedings, as he dissentedt from 
every act passed during that year, and no further mention 
is made of Husbands or t^is supposed offence. 

In the following year, Fendall, already once taken in 
rebellion and spjuc^d by Philip Calvert, still revolving his 
restless projects, attempted, in conjuncti6n with an Epts- ' 
copal clergyman named (3oode, to excite a rebellion among 
the people-— they fiiiled, and were arrested, tried and con 
victed— but escaped with their lives, again to disturb the 
peace of the province. For four years the Proprietary con* 
tinued to govern the colony in |ierson, wh^n, in 1684, the 
•- McA&iiMn ; Buicioft, vol. 2, p. MS. t Bicon, 1974. 
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Gomplexioii of affun in England seeming to demand hit 
presence there, be appoiiited a council of nine deputies, of 
whom William Joseph was president, to direct the affaifs 
of the province, iuder the nominal governorship 'of his 
infant son, Benedict Leonard Calvert ; and departed from 
the colony, little imagining that he was about to bid adieu 
to it for ever. In England, he found that hostility towards 
the Catholics was increasing in proportion as it seemed the 
crown was relenting towards them. This feeling was not 
long in spreading to the province, and promised to be a 
frui^I source of disquietude. The growing wealth and 
importance of Maryland, too, had excited the avarice of 
King Charles, whe began to entertain designs against its 
chaiter, and threatened Lord Baltimore with a writ of quo 
•warranto. When he reached England, he found James 11 
on the throne, and his province in greirter peril than before. 
From the king, and from the enemies of the king, there* 
fore, danger alike impended. At length, in April, 1687, 
the writ of quo warranto was issued, requiring him to show 
cause, why the charter should not be forfeited. But before 
the proceedings could be brought to a termination, the. 
king himself was deposed and driven out of England by 
the revolution of 1688. While the charter was thus saved 
by the destruction of the king, the rights of the lord Pro- 
prietary were overthrown by an uprising of the people ; 
$>r events, in Maryland, were bringing to a close the long 
period of repose and toleration enjoyed under the mild 
administration of the second lord Proprietary, and the dis- 
sensions, excited by the troubles in the mother country, 
and nourished by a sympathizing spirit of intolerance in the 
colony, at length broke out into open revolution. 

For thirty years, religious freedom had pre- mnmat 
vailed in Ma37land : .all were tolerated, none were >«^«^i»* 
ftnored or preferred. Never, until the last fe#, yean, had 
any diitinetipn been made for religious creeds, and then, 
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onlji because Lord Baltimore was compelled, by order of 
the kmgi to select bis officer^ entirely from the Plrotestant 
inhabiunts of the colony. The feeling which caused the 
revolution in England, did not fail, now, to extend its effects 
to Maryland. The lord Proprietaiy, upon the success 
of the revolution in England, immediately gave - in his 
adherence to William and Mary, and transmitted orders to 
his deputies to have their accession to the throne pro- 
claimed in the province. Unfortunately, diese instructions 
did not arrive in duQ time, and, even after the new sove- 
reigns had been acknowledged in the surrounding colonies, 
the authorities hesitated to act until they should receive 
directions from the lord Proprietary. The ill-will of tfab 
people had already been excited against the deputies, for 
an attempt to infringe upon the rights of the Assembly, and 
every measure which they now adopted, viewed through the 
prevailing prejudice, tended only to strengthen suspicion 
and confirm opposidon. The settlements were filled with 
rumors of a dangerous character. The deputies sought to 
stop their circulation — ^they only increased ten-f<^d. The 
public amis were collected, in fear of a general outbreak'; 
and the fear itself prepared the people for the event. At 
lengthy the unfortunate delay to proclaim WiUiam and Ma- 
ry, brought affairs to a crisis. 

In April, 1689, ^*An association in arms for the dtfmuit 
of the Protestant religion, and for asserting the rights of 
King William and Queen Mary to tke province of Maryland^ 
and all the English dominions,'* was formed, at the head of 
which was John Coode, who had already been once guilty 
of treason and rebellion. The deputies were driven; for 
protection, to the garrison of Mattapany, which was imme- 
diately besiegjed, and compelled to surrender in August 
following, leaving the associators in undisputed possession 
of the province. The character of the leader of the rebel- 
lion may, perhaps, cast a light upon their professions of 
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d€TOtio9i to relfgion^.atid of loyalty to the- king. Coode 
Was a maii'<^ loose morals and desperate habits; although 
a minister of the church of England, he was presented, by 
the grand jury, under the very government which he was 
now foremost in establishing, for atheism and blasphemy. 
To escape a trial he fled into Virginia, whence he frequent- 
ly came back, in secret, into the province, declaring that, 
as he had overthrown one government, he would pull down 
another. His attempts, however, failed, and he was at last 
taken, tried, and convicted, but pardoned, in consideration 
of the services he ^had rendered daring the revolution 
of '89.» 

The first act of the associators, after their sue- oonTmdon 
cess, was to call a convention of the people, ^ ** i»«p>«- 
which met at Sl Mary's on the 23d of August, 16S9. 
They drew up, and forwarded to the king, an account of 
their proceedings, filled with accusations against Lord Bal- 
timore and his government, which posterity has pronounced 
unjust. The king sustained the acts of a revolution, which 
was only a continuation of that which had placed him upon 
the throne ; and the province, for a time, continued under 
the administration of the convention. Anxious, however, 
to secufe the domination of their party, under the name of 
the king, they requested him to take the government of the 
colony into his own hands; and; in 1691, he accordingly 
appointed Sir Lionel Copley governor. 

Sir Liotiel, the first royal governor of the province, arrived 
in Maryland in the ensuing year, and, on the 9th of April, 
he dEseolved the eonvention, and summoned a General 
Assembly, which met on the 10th of May, 1692, (O. S.) at 
the dty of St. Mary's. Their first act was the recognition 
of WilUam and Mary; their n^xt the overthrow of equal 
toleration, and the establishmant of the Episcopal church, 
aa the State Church of Maryland. Every eonnty was dW 
* McMahoB, StO. 
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Tided into parishes, and taxes were lened upon the peo* 
pie without distinction, for the support of the ministers, 
the repair of the old, and the building of new chnrches.* 
<'Thus/' says McMahon, "was introduced, for the first 
time in Maryland, a chufch establishment, sustained by law, 
and fed by general taxation."! But matters did not rest 
here; persecution followed upon disfranchisemenC The 
Catholics had already been depriTod of the right of holding 
offices: and theiiew.gOTemment did not wait long before 
it i^ooeeded to severer measures. In 1704 an act wa» 
passed ''to prevent the growth of popery,'' by which it wa9 
made highly penal for a bishop or priest of the Catholic 
church to say mass, or to perfotm aiiy of theii^acred fufi<> 
tions, or for any Catholic to tefich'a school; and, as aa 
inducement to children to become Protestants, power waa 
given them in such event, to compel their parents to bestow 
upon them a support which might be judged sufficient for 
them4 But the harshness of these measures was not fully 
sustained by public opinion; and by subsequent legislation 
Catholic priests were permitted to exercise their functions 
in private houses. Out of this privilege grew ji custom of 
erecting chapels, under the same roof, and connected wiUi 
the dwelling of some Catholic family; and, there, the pro- 
scribed people gathered to enjoy, as it were in secret and 
by stealth, the exercise of their religion in the very land, in 
which their forefathers had proclaimed lft>erty of conscience 
to all men. Some of these chapels are still standing, as 
monuments of the intolerance of the age before the revolu* 
tion of 1776, when, in the general emancipation, which thai 
glorious struggle secured, leHgiotts liberty again beeame the 
proud and holy heritage of Maryland. But the intolerance 
of the established church did not spend its xeal upon Cath* 
olics alone. It had no symj^thy with Protestantism thai 
diffefed from itself. Dissentera, as they were called by the 
• Bieon, 1688. t Pa0» Ma. t Ibid. 244 ; Bacoa. 
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Episcopalians, were deprived of the equal rights and privi* 
leges which they had enjoyed under the rule of the Catho* 
lie Proprietary— even the gentle Quaker was treated with 
opprobrium, and his silent meeting, for inward prayer &nii 
meditation, declared an unlawful assemblage. In 1702, 
however, the provisions of the English toleration act for 
"Dissenters," were extended to Maryland: and in 1706, 
relief was granted to the Quakers, or " Friends." '* And 
thus, in a colony which was established by Catholics, and 
grew up to power and happiness under the government of 
a Catholic, the Catholic inhabitant was the only victim 
of religious intolerance."* The supremacy of the *' law 
church" over all othera was still, however, maintained; 

Having endeavored to prevent the increase of Catholics 
at home, they determined to ciit off all accessions to their 
nuinbers from abroad.. Laws, restraining their imigration 
into the colony, were passed, and frequently re-enacted, 
down to the revolution of 1776. These restricrions and 
oppressions produced their efi^t — ^many, doubtless, fled 
from the colony, and they continued to decrease, until, in 
1758, seventy years afrer the Protestant revolution, accord- 
ing to the statement of Governor Sharpe, they numbered 
onlyone-thirteenth of the population. 

The Assembly next endeavored to deprive the Proprietary 
of his personal rights in the province. He was still enti- 
tled to all the unsettled lands, with the right of making 
grants of them, to the quit rents, and certain duties or 
imposts, not connected with the government Amongst 
these vas the port duty, and the duty of two shillings per 
hundred on all tobacco exported from the colony. The 
convention disputed his claims: and the king, being ap- 
pealed to by Lord Baltimore, issued a royal letter autho- 
rizing him to collect his revenues in the prorince ; but the 
convention refused to submit. They threw his agents into 
• M«MahoD, 24(1. 
9 N- 
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prison.' Upon taking possession of his. governm^t, Sir 
Lionel Copley was directed by the king to protect the rights 
of Lord Baltimore «nd ensure the collection of his dues. 
Darnally the receiver-general of the Proprietary^ however, 
still met with opposition, and it was not till the matter was 
expressly decided by the king and council in favor of Lord 
Baltimore, that the Assembly yielded up to him his port 
and tonnage duties, and entered into a compromise in rela- 
tion to the hssuing of land patents.* 

From the Proprietary, the Assembly turned to the old 
city of St. Mary's. In that portion of the province, the 
Catholic population principally dwelt: they had adhered to 
the Proprietary in all his struggles, and the Assembly deter- 
mined (o punish t)iem by removing the seat of government 
from their capital. There was another reason, which neces- 
sarily must have had great weight in producing the change. 
The settlements had extended far into the interior, and 
along the shores of the bay : St. Mitry's was bn the verge 
of the colony, and was difficult of access to the members 
of the legislature, and those who had business before that 
body and the courts. In vain St. Mary's prayed and pro- 
tested; her existence depended upon the possession of the 
seat 6f government, and her authorities offered to provide 
a public conveyance to run from Patuxent, daily, during the 
sessions of the Assembly and the courts, and, weekly, for 
the rest of the year. The Assembly rejected their prayers, 
and laughed at their proposals ; and the seat of government 
was removed to " the townland at Proctor's," or Providence, 
which was thenceforth called Annapolis. St. Mary's began 
to sink at once, for the removal of the government officials 
was a sensible diminution in so small a place ; soon it lost ' 
the rank of a city — ^its population dwindled away — ^its 
houses fell to ruin. At length it became deserted^-and 
** in the very State to which it gave birth, and the land it 
. ^ McMahon» 247 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF MAATLAITB. 99 

redeemed firom the wilderness, h dow stands a solitary spot 
dedicated to God, and a fit memento of perishable man."* 
Tet, in its ruin, it is a holy place, sacred to the proudest 
memories of Maryland — ^for it was the ciiadle of her 'free- 
dom of conscienoe and her ciyil liberty. Its successor^ 
rising upon' its ruin, and mocking its destruction, has to a 
jcertain extent shared its fate. It has -become dependent 
for its existence upon the seat of government, and the sug- 
gestion of its remoyal or the transfer of the sessions of the 
court of appeals, calls forth at once the same feelings, that ' 
were exhibited by the unfortunate city of St. Mary's.f No 
efibrt was spared to secure the growth of the new town; a 
portion of the population of the old, doubtless, followed 
the government at once to Annapolis, which, in 1708, was 
raised to the rank of a city, as the xincient capital was sink- 
ing down into a deserted village. Four or five years after 
the removal, it contained about forty houses — a State house 
and free school of brick, and a brick church was soon afler 
erected. 

A controversy arose about the incorporation of Annapo- 
lis, ip which the Assembly di.<«played their usual firmness. 
Governor Seymour, having failed to obtain fi-om them a 
charter for the new pity, in 1708 granted one in his own 
name, claiming the power under the great charter of Mary- 
land, which, undoubtedly, was. possessed by the Proprietary 
under that instrument, but could, in no manher, appertain 
to a royal governor who ruled in defiance of its provisions. 
An ejection was, accordingly held in the new city for two 
delegates to represent it in the approaching Assembly. At 
the opening of the session, these deputies attempted to 
take their seats-^but were immediately expelled from the 

• McMabon, 258-6. 

t WitneM the debate in 1847, apon the reiolQtioii to remove certain 
docaments to the roome of the Historical Society, Baltimore, 
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House, on the ground that the charter .had been illegally 
granted. The lower house was summoned before tlie upper 
by the governor, who there endeavored 'to conciliate them. 
But they were, inflexible ; and the governor dissolved them. 
A new Assembly was called: but their first act was to 
demand, whether the governor had received any authority 
from the queen, other than his commission, to erect a city, 
and to call for its exhibition^ At length a compromise 
was effected, and the Assembly passed an act to confirm 
the charter with certain specified restrictions.* 

In 1691, Sir .Lionel Copley was succeeded by Frslncis 
Nicholson, who was principally active in securing the suc- 
cess of the established church, and promoting the cause 
of education. He was first commissioned in 1691, but 
being then absent in England, on the death of Copley, 4iie 
government was assumed by Sir Edmond Andros, ^nd ex- 
ercised by him until the arrival of Nicholson in 1694. 

The French war had already broken out on the fi^ntiers 
of the northern colonies, and, the growth and strength of 
Maryland and Virginia, induced the royal governors to seek 
assistance froln these colonies. This led to the famous 
scheme of "crown requisitions," by which each colony was' 
required to furnish certain proportions of men and money to 
aid in the Hefence of New York, the chief point of assault. 
The people of Maryland generally disregarded, or disobey* 
ed, these demands : — which were only, in effect, an indirect 
mode of taxing them without their own consent, and an 
attempted introduction of that principle, which eventually 
brought on the revolution of 1776. Sometimes, however, 
whett the danger was pressing, they fiimished the assist- 
ance required-— on one occasion, beuig unable to raise the 
sum demanded, 133/., it was advanced by Governor Nichol- 
son himself! Thomas Tasker, the treasurer of the State, 
was subsequently despatched with another sum to New 
* McMahoD, 265 ; Annals. 
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York, with instructions to represent the difficnlty with 
which the money had been raised, the inability of the'people 
to meet further demands upop them, and the necessity of 
providing for the defence of their own border.' Yet, in the 
Ufixi century, this system, continued for a long time, vf9fl 
productive of a great good. It taught the colonists to rely 
on their own' resources, to know their extent, -how to hus- 
band them, and the great power which theypos8e8se4 when 
combined together. During the government of Nicholson, 
aeveral beneficial improvements were effected. In 1695, a 
public post was established : the route extended ifrom the 
Potoikiac, through Annapolis, to Philadelphia. A number 
of offices were designiiied on the route ; and the post-man 
was- required to traverse it eight times a. year,— rto carry all 
public messages, and to deliver letters and packages for the 
inhabitants, for which servicc^i he received the salary of fifty 
poutids sterling a year. This rude system was only sustain- 
ed for three years. In. 1710 the English government found 
it necessary to. establish a general post throughout the 
colonies. In' 1696 ' the Assembly, passed an act for the 
establishment of an' academy at Annapolis, to- be called 
King William's School ; and in the succeeding year, through 
the efforts of the governor, a portion of the royal revenues 
were set apart for the purchase of books and the foundation 
of a public library for the institution. Many of the works 
thus procured by the liberality of the crown are still pre- 
served in Annapolis.* * 

In 1704, the State House was destroyed by fire, and the 
legislature appropriated the sum of .one thousand pounds 
sterling for the erection of a new one, holding their sessions 
in the mean while in a house rented at twenty pounds a 
year, from Col. Edward Dorsey. The new building was 
of briek, and was finished in 1706. In the conflagration, 
many of the records of Anne Arundel county were destroy- 
* Annab of Anoapolii, 90, fcc, 
9» 
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ed« and a speqial commission was appointed to hear and 
determine all disputes con<^niing land, in order to remedy 
the loss. Their decisions, upon all matters brought before 
them, were recorded, and form a portion of the land records 
of the county.* 

During the twenty-five years of royal dominion in Mary- 
land, there is little remarkable in its history, beyond the 
boundary disputes, and the encroachments which the cro|vn 
was already begii^ning to make, upon the liberties of the 
people. While the colony was poor and w^eak, it was per- 
mitted to struggle on, fostered by the lord Proprielary, but 
neglected by the crown : no sooner had it become rich and 
populous than the cupidity of England was^ aroused. The 
government had already been wrested from its rightful 
owner, — ^but nothing less would ^erve her lapacitythan the 
destruction of the charter^ and the reduction of Maryland 
under the complete control of the British padiamentr Nor 
was it the only victim : the design extended to the other colo^ 
nies— ^ne government was to be erected on the ruins of their 
provincial establishments, and a royal commissioner placed 
at its head. In 1701, a bill Was introduced into parliament 
Tor the destruction of the charters of Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, the Jerseys, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, and the Bahama islands, and to austaia i 
it, aq effort was made to obtain evidence from the eoloAies ! ' 
against their present systems. An order was addressed to j 
the governor of Maryland to collect testimony concerning 
the abuses of the lord Proprietary's government, but the 
insignificance ^of the charges which were gathered, proved 
the justice of his administration and the opposition of the 
people to the proposed change. ' They,< however, did not 
hesitate to allege that their neighbor, Pennsylvania, was 
ft mere receptacle of runaway slaves, and Jersey, the resort 
of pirates. The agents of the several colonies were heard 
•BacoD, 1706, cb. 8. 
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against the measure/ be fore parliament, and, so socoeaBful 
was their defence, that^ akhough it was farored by thie 
crown, it could not be carried through. The ministry, 
however, did not despair. - Ih 1715, when the govenunent 
was surrendered once more to Lord Baltimore, another 
eflfort was made against the charter^: again the colonies 
united in protesting and remonstrating against the injustice ; 
and again, their united energies preserved for them the con- 
stitutions which, they loijed.* In these petty struggles, was 
planted. the germ of that which led to the independence of 
the nation. In them, the colonies learned— rthat in "union 
there was strength." Their stormy infancy prepared them 
for a vigorous and unconquerable manhood. , 

Whilst the consequences of the royal governnient weca 
beneficial in this point of view, it tended Tather to restrain 
the internal progress of the colony. In 1671, its popula- 
tion had already risen to nearly twenty thousand : at the 
close of the royal domination, forty-four yearb after, it had 
only reached fiftyt thousand— ^a large portion of whith in- 
crease must be set down to Hie period before the Protestant 
revolution in 1688-9. After tjiat event, the same induce- 
ments for emigration no longer existed — ^the Catholic, in- 
stead of toleration found oppression, and the ''dissenter" 
ipet with no encouragement to cast his lot within the bor- 
ders of Maryland. Lands were no longer given as a bounty, 
and the fluctuations of the tobacco trade, and the distress 
occasioned by the neglect of other agricultural pursuits, 
not tnily discouraged' the arrival of new settlers, but induced 
the departure of many of the old inhabitants, to seek a 
home in seme more prosperous <land. To- add to these 
misfortunes, in 1694-5, an unusual scarcity prevailed, and 
a destructive disease niade its appearance among the stock 
of the farmers and planters. In those two years, it was 
ascertained that at least 25,429 cattle and 62,375 hogft 
• MeMahon, 97S. f ChtUnsis. 
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, were destroyed by this phgUe, though its ravages are sup^ 
I posed to have extended even beyond these large numbers. ' 
Such an event was a heavy blow upon the colony, and the 
aggregate value of the property thus lost, must have been 
severely felt in so small a communhy. But their misfor- 
tunes did not stop here-^-two years later, a violent and 
raging mortality suddenly made its appearance among the 
people of Charles county, during which, the, Catholic priests 
" went about from house to hoqse of their own accord," 
as the petition of the Assembly declared, comforting the 
sick and administering the sacraments to the dying. The 
matter was brought before the Assembly ini697, by a letter 
or petition written by a minister of the church of England, 
and it was resolved without a dissenting voice— «uch was 
the bigotry of the times — that the governor should be re- 
quested to issue a proclamation prohibiting '^^si^ch extrava- 
gances and presumptions." Thus it seemed that the efforts 
of a few priests io alleviate the dying hours of the sufferers 
created more alarm, than the disorder itself. . 
^ Heretofore the colonists had beeii without manufactures 

of their own, relying entirely upon the mother country for 
their supply : but in 1697, urged by the difficulty of pro- 
curing goods from England, an effort was set -on fbo( in 
Somerset and DoF6hester cotinties, to make wOolle'n and 
linen cloths: but every attempt of* this kind was closely 
watched and suppressed by the British government, which 
wished to compel them to consume tho manufactures of 
their own people, as 9 source of profit an^ a means of secur- 
ing their dependence upon them. Therefore, these efforts 
to supply a domestic manufkcture, either failed at once, or 
languished out a sickly existence. Indeed, during the 
administration of the six royal governors^ Copley, Andrew, 
Nicholson, Blackistone, Seymour, and Hart, the hand of 
the crown seemed to weigh like an incubus upon the pros- 
perity of Maryland. Extending through one quarter pf a 
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century, it was yet a period of- inaction, during which the 
fimits of the setUements were but little advanced — ^the 
nnmber of the population but feebly increased ; aadl .the 
amount of foreign trade and domestic resources, if not 
diminished, at best only remaining stationary. While on 
the other hand, religions liberty, had taken its flight from the 
province ; and with the overthrow of equal toleration, and 
.the establishment of a.' church, by law, which embraced 
perhaps less than half, the population of the^ colony, was 
destroyed- that true civil freedom which cannot exist for the 
body while the spirit is enchained. Thede persecuting laws 
were but indices of the feeling of the people, who held the 
•power in their hands, and fall short of the actual persecu- 
tions which the proscribed Catholics were compelled to 
endure. The brotherly spirit of the law of 1649 had de- 
parted from the colony ; — strife and controversy had awak- 
ened the bitterest feelings of hostility on the part of the 
Protestants towards the Catholics, who were even excluded 
from their society and association. "At one time, they 
were not permitted, fo walk in front of the court house, 
and were ^actually obliged to wear swords for their personal 
protection.''* It was this feeling, which made the people 
wining to abandon the defence of their hitherto cherished 
charter, and seek a governor from the hands of the crown ; 
Irusting their liberties rather to a Protestant monarch, whom i 
they did not knOw, and who was of a strange race, than to 
that Lord Baltimore, who had lived so many years in their 
midst, ruled them so mildly and parentally, and who should 
have been endeared to them as the grandson and the son 
of their founders. But the cause of the royal dominion 
was about to be removed. Charles, Lord Baltimore, at 
length having reached the mature age of eighty-four years, 
expired on the 20th of February, 1714, full of honor and 
of days. 

* McMihoD. 
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^ . CHAPTER T. 

THE RESTORATION OF THE PROVIlfCE. 

IJ PON the decease of the lord Proprietary, his title apd 
his proviace descended together to his. son, Benedict. Leo- 
nard Calvert. Seduced by ambition add the efforts of the 
Queen of England ;* and sustained agaipst his fiitber*s 
opposition by a royai pension, he had abandoned his faith 
to advance his fortunes ; he only lived long enough to be 
acknowledged lord Proprietary. By his death, on the 16th 
of April, 1715) the title to the province devolved upon his 
in&nt heir,. Charles Calverf, who, with his brothers and 
sisters, was educated in the Protestant religion. There 
being no longer any obstacle on the score of religion, the 
government of the province w&s restored- to him, and a 
commission issued in his name by Lord Guilford; his guar- 
dian, to Hart, the last royal governor, continuing him aa 
the representative of the -. Proprietary; The restoration 
produced but little ehahge in the previnoe. Scarcely, 
however, had it been consummated, before the second 
attempt against the charters of the several colonies was 
made in parliament. A' petition was immediately pre- 
sented, in the name of the youthful Lord Baltimore, stating 
that he, and his brothers and sisters were P/otestants, and 
that, upon their revenues from Maryland, they depended 
for their support, and praying that his province might be 
spared. The other colonies resisted, and successfully, as 
has already been detailed, and the project was abandoned. 
The ttraRtea '^^^ ^^^^ legislature, which assembled * under 
•r democracy, jj^g ^^^ Proprietary, passed a body of laws, still 
further strengthening the groundwork of their libertieB» 
• Glial, a, 67. 
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many of which ari? in force at thid day : bat there was one 
act of a contrary tendency^ Vhich the great Revolution 
abrogated. It introduced into Maryland all the test oaths 
and du^biiities which were enforced against conscience in 
England. 

For a period of forty yeara, the colony enjoyed almost 
undisturbed tranquillity. It had no greater troubles than 
contests between the' governor and council^ who formed the 
upper house, anid the delegates of the people in the lower : 
and its only warlike expeditions consisted of aids of men 
which it' occasionally gave to assist, the northern provinces. 
' The first controversy arose about the extension of the laws 
of England to the colony. The Proprietary desired to limit 
their introduction, as interfering with liis own legtslative 
rights, as well as those of the people : while the people 
themselves demanded the adoption of all, such laws as 
might be beneficial to them, or which might tend in any 
way to extend or secure- their rights. A war of petitions 
and protests, resolutions, dissents, addresses and proclama- 
tions, ensued. For ten long years the struggle continued, 
and the sturdy commoners did not cease their efforts, until, 
in 1732, they bad grasped the substance of their demands. 
The next step in the war of freedom — ^for the war of free- 
dom commenced in Maryland, long before recourse was 
had to arms, and the victory upon the battle field was only 
the final confirmation of -the rights which had been main- 
tained and enlarged for^a century before — was in relation 
to the revenues of the Proprietary. 

In 1739, the Assembly resolved that the duties levied by 
the Proprietary were unjust and oppressive : anfd pretested 
against the settling of ofiicers fees by proclamation by the 
governor, and the creation of new offices, with new fees, 
without the consent of the Assembly. They passed a bill 
for the appointment of an agent in London to carry their 
grievances before the crown. It was rejected by the upper 
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house, Detennined not to be silenced, the lower hoiun 
selected a comioiittee of their own body to perform the 
same duty, at the same time, authorizing them to employ 
an agent in London in its exQcution, thus avoiding the 
possible interference of the upper house. But the govern- 
or's party fell upon a scheme to counteract this design. 
The, Assembly was prorogued: and it was immediately 
contended, that the power of the committee ceased with 
the existence of the body from which it was derived, and 
of which the committee itself was part Baffled for the 
time, the popular party did not cease their exertions : and 
at the opening of the n^^^t session of 1740, they renewed 
their opposition. They were in pai% successful— -and ob- 
tained the right of full access to the records which had 
been before denied them— -appointed their agent and sent 
him full instructions and testimony to sustain his applica- 
tions.* Some of their demands were granted— but the 
tonnage and tobacco duties continued a standing subject 
of complaint and resistance, untif the "great struggle" 
closed all controversies and removed all grievances. 
TiM indiaiub From the earliest period, the government of the 
colony had pursued the peaceful and' just policy of extin- 
guishing by purchase the title of the Indians to the lands 
within the limits of the province. Where the affection of the 
natives for the graves of their fathers proved stronger than 
their cupidity, they were permitted to remain, and protected 
in the unmolested enjoyment of their hunting grounds. 
Thus, in 1698, an act was passed, and renewed in 1704, to 
assure to Pancjuasb and Annotooghquan, two kings of the 
Nanticoies, and their subjects, the possession of their lands 
in Dorchester county, ''it being most jiist," says this equita- 
ble law, " that the Indians, the ancient inhabitants of this 
province, should have a convenient dwelling pl^ce, in this 
their native country, free from the encroachments and op- 
• McMahon, 288. 
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presfliona of the English; especially the Nantieok^ Indians, 
in Dorchester county, who for these tnany years have lived 
in peace and codcord with the English, and, in all matters, 
in obedience to %he government of this province.''* As an 
acknowledgmcint of the aathority g'f Lord Baltimore, they 
were inquired to pay hini, annually, the nomin|d tribute of 
a single beaver skin. Thus it appears that even the warlike 
Nanticokes Jiad yielded* to the mild influence of the colo- 
nial government, and become peaceful dwellers under its 
protection. But the red mad cannot long remain in the 
vicinity of the white* By degrees the^ began to remove, 
ind in 1748, the great body of them departed from the 
Eastern shore to Wyoming an4 Chemenk, carrying with 
them the disinhumed bones of their. feHiers, to deposite 
them in other graves in their new^ settlements.! Before 
their final departure, however^ their friendly relations with 
the whites appear to have been somewhat disturbed. Pro- 
bably instigated by the Senecas, they entered into a con- 
spiracy with them to rise and massacre the settlers. This 
attempt arose out of the dissatisfaction of the Senecas at 
the failure of a. claim which the Six Nations .had.made, to 
the lands west of the Siisquehannah, in Pennsylvania and 
M:^ryland. It was discovered by the governor of Pennsyl- 
vania, and by him. communicated to the Authorities of Ma- 
ryland, who promptly placed the frontiers in a state of 
defence.t The alarm which had been excited in the colony 
by this unexpected, and probably eicaggeiated affair, soon 
subsided ; but it served to warn the government to adhere 
to its early policy. 

The tribes of the Six Nations were the 'most powerful 
confederacy of Indians on the continent, and, to prevent 
any further difficulty with th^m, it was detennined to extin- 
guish their claims to territory in Maryland by purchase. 

^ BaeoD, 170^, ch. S8. f Holmas' Aimals, vol. 2, p. S7--4iot«. 
t Bttrke, yol. 8,^ p. 109 ' . 
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The goreraor recommended, this subject for the considera- 
tion of the AssemUj, at the session of 1742. They oo'n* 
eurred in his views'; but a contest immediately arose, as to 
the power of appointing commissioners to effect the pro* 
posed arrangement. The Assembly asserted their right to 
select a portion, and named Dr. Robert King and Charles 
Carrollt tQ act in conjunction with those a]>pointe.d by the 
governor, and laid down certain instructions for the guid- 
ance of therir conduct. Governor Bladen ^considered this 
as an usurpation of his powers, and refused to confirm their 
proceedings. The House remained firm, and the-negotia- ' i 
tion was suspended. Having failed to bring his opponents 
to subjection. Gov. Bladen at length, in 1744, appointed 
commissioners, on his own responsibility, without reference j 
to the action of the Assembly ; and a treaty was concluded | 
>y them with the Six Nations, in conjunction with the ! 
representatives of Virgin Ta and Pennsylvania; at Lancaster, i 
in Pennsylvania; whereby^ in consideration of the payment 
of three hundred pounds current -money, they agreed to 
relinquish all claim to any territory within the boundaries 
of Maryland. 

Internal in-' "^^^ building of towHS and cities was a favorite 
provemento. project in early Maryland. A fiuipber were made 
by acts of Assembly,* though few of" them ever grew to 
any importance. In 1729, Baltimore the ^eat emporium 
of the State, was first laid out on the lands of Charles Car* 
roll, in sixty lots by commissioners appointed by the legis- 
lature ; and in 17S2, it was increased by an addition of ten 
acres, east of the falls, on the lands of Edward Fellr whence 
xixe nande of Fell's Point, still retained by that portion of 
the city. The advantages, which it possessed in a commer- 
cial point of view,' soon began to draw population and fix 
enterprize : and while the countless other towns «reoted by 
the legislature, covering almost the entire bay and rivers' 
• Baeoii» 1688, ch. 5; 16M, ch. 2; 1688; ni6, ch. 14, &e. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HI8T0RT OP -MABTLAKP. Ill 

shores, either remained unsettled or soon -died away, it 
iptew and flourished. For a time, the town. at Elkridge 
landing contended with it for the commerce of the northern 
part of the colony, and was a great tobacco mart : but the 
superior advantages of Baltimore soon enabled it to surpass 
its rival.^ In th^ meanwhile, ^-^napolis had continued to 
increase, tind. being the seat of a rich and" aristocratic gov- 
.ermnent, drew arcwnd it the wealth and fashion of the 
Province. There, the elegant arts found patronage, and 
literature began to spring up. As a testimony of its ad- 
vancement, it could boast in 1745 the earliest and long the 
only newspaper printed in the colony. The first number 
of the ''Maryland .Gazette," for that was its name, was 
issued on the 27th of January, 1745,. by Jonas Green, who 
had been appointed printer to the province in 1740. This 
ancient paper continued to be published by the descend- 
ants of its founder until 1839, in which year it was at 
length discontinued. A printing press, however, had been 
established in the colony as early as 1726, for the purpose 
of printing the laws and public documents, which, prior to 
that date, had been done at Philadelphia, by William Brad* 
ford.* The wealth of Annapolis is still evidenced by many 
of its ¥enerable dwellings, bearing the mark of age upon 
them, yet displaying in their elaborate decorations the taste 
and resources of their original owners. She was in truth, 
at one period " the Athens of America.''t 

After Baltimore, of the new towns, the most important 
for its subsequent growth, was Frederick,! the county town 
of Frederick county-*-«ituated in the rich and. fertile valley, 
watered by the Monocacy riven It was laid- out in Sep- 
tember, 1745, by Mr. Patrick Dulanyr— its streets were in- 
tended to run due north and east, but from the eihimsiness 

* Holmes' Annals, vol. 1, p. S38. f Annals; McMahon. 

t So named after Frederick Ci^vert, ion, and afterwards succttsor, 
of Cbiaries, Lord Baltimore. 
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of the wooden instrutneiit used in the survey,* the object 
was not accoinplisbed. In 174S, on the formation of ih» 
new county of Frederick, it was made the county town ; 
and fxom that time continued to increase in wealth, popu- 
lation and influence^ It is now the second city in Mary- 
land. Another important town was gi^en to the State by 
Frederick county, though it has again been lost to her: 
whether it will seek to return to the protection of the mo- 
ther that gave it birth and fostered it, remains yet to b^ 
seen. Georgetown, now in the District of Columbia, ceded 
to the United States by Maryland, was laid out under an 
aot of Assembly, passed in 1751,, in eighty lots, comprising 
sixty acres of land.t An inspection house for tobacco 
already existed there, and the nbw town at the head of 
naiFigation on' the Potomac, possessed advantages which 
soon gave it strength aAd life. 

The requisitions, which had heretofore been 
made upon Maryland by the crown, had been 
confined to assistance to the northern colonies : but a great 
expedition was contemplated in L740 against the Spanish 
dominions in the new world. To meet the expense of 
raising and equipping five hundred volunteers, the number 
assigned to Maryland, the legislature appropriated the sum 
of twenty-five hundred and sixty-two pounds: but this 
being found insufficient, in a subsequent session of the 
same year, five thousand pounds were voted, and an indem- 
nity granted to the owners and captains of the vessels which 
might transport the troops to the pkce of rendezvous, in 
the islands, fi'om the prescribed penalties, should there be 
indentured apprentices among them4 .£very colony north 
of Carolina was oalled on for its quota of men — none re- 
fused.^ At Jamaica, the place of rendezvous, jn the begin- 
ning of the year 1741, were assembled twenty-nine ships 
of the line, and .eighty smaller vessels-^manned by fifteen 
• The Kjey. 179B. f Bacon. t Ibid. § Bancroft. 
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! ' thousand saiiors, and bearing an anny of tweWe thousand 

I '. soldiers corapletelj armed and equipped— 'the noblest force 

I ; up to that period ever gathered on those waters. And yet 

^ I this mighty armament was destined to misfortune. The 

' I land force was under command 'i>f Wentworth, the naval 

l! un,der Vernoii—-the one, weak and irresolute, the other, 

I , rash and impetuous ; and their divided councils brought 
defeat' and calamity upon both. They' attacked Gartlia- 

I ' gena, one of the strongest of the Spanish towns, and 

1 * captured several forts, but were repulsed in the last assault 

I ! with terrible destruction. Sickness raged throughout the 

I fleet and camp ; men died in crowds, aAd were cast from ! | 



I 

I 

I 



* I 



their beds into the sea. In two days, the effective force 
on land, dwindled down from six thousand six hundred, 
to three thousand two hundred men. Abandoning the 
enterprize in despair, they demolished the fortifications 
which they had captu^d, and retired, with the xemnant 
of their forces, from the place which had proved so dis- 
astrous to them. What share the Maryland forces bore in 
the expedition is not known, but it is said that nine out 
of ten of the colonial levies petished. The fleet returned 
to Jamaica in November, after an absence of nine months, 
during which it is computed twenty thousand men had lost 
their lives.* Yet the colonists seem not to have been 
dispirited by the disastrous result of this powerful armament, 
and, on the 26th of June, 174@, the Assembly voted another 
supply of four thoivand five hupdred pounds, to Mise a 
body of men to aid in the expedition against Canada#t The 
requisition was met with promptness, and, before the sum- 
mer had passed, three companies, raised in the province by 
Capts. Campbell, Croftj and Jordan, sailed from Annapolis, 
'* with cheerful hearts, in high spirits and all well clothed 
and accoutred, to join the main body of the forces.''t In 
November of the same year, a further appropriation of eleven 
* Bancroit - t B<Mx>n. f Annalt of Aonapolis. 
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hundred pounds was made to pay the additional expenses 
of this volunteer force. 
Qovernora In 1751. Charles Lord Baltimore died, havinff 

(rom 1715 W , , , . ' . , , . 

i7SA. ruled his provmce^ in person or by his governors, 

for the space of thirty-six years :*— 4li) era^niarked by general 
internal peace, and increasing prosperity, and Aill of irre- 
sistible testimony to the unyielding spirit of the people, in 
defending their established rights, and their zeal, in the 
acquisition of new ones. During this long period, seven 
governors presided in the administration of provincial affairs, 
the lord Proprietary remaining in the colony and governing 
in persoa only during two years. John Hart was commis- 
sioned in 1715 — Charles Calvert succeeded him in 1727. 
Benedict Leonard Calvert, brother of the lord Proprietary] 
was appointed in 1727, but, being compelled by ill health 
to return to England, Samuel Ogle was named to replace 
him. In 1733i, Lord Baltlmow himself, finding his presence 
necessary in the colony in relation to the disputed boundary 
with Pennsylvania, arrived in Maryland, and assumed the 
governxnenjt in person. Upon his return to England, two 
years aAer, he placed it again in the hands of Mr. Ogle. 
In 1742, Thomas Bladen was commissioned, and con- 
tinued to rule the province until 1747, when Mr. Ogle was 
for the third time appointee). He continued in office two 
years afler the death pf Lord Baltimore. 
New coQB- ^^ ^^ period occupied by these seven adminis- 
^^ trations, under th^ dominion ^ of the lord Prbprie- 

tary, the growth and prosperity of the colony received a 
aew impulse.' It had. increased nrare rapidly in that time, 
than during the royal administration. Since 1660, seven 
new counties had been laid out, and, of these, three were 
erected before the overthrow of the Proprietary government 
by the Protestant revolution — two only during the long and 
htiren royal domination, which succeeded that event — and 
two under the restoration. Many of the counties, formed 
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in these early times, were changed in their limits and ex- 
tent, by subdivision, or alteration by subsequent legislation. 
Somerset was erected by the governor's order of the 22d 
of August, 1668 ; Dorchester by the legislature, in 1609 ; 
Cecil in 1674, by flie proclamation of Governor Charles 
Calvert; Prince George's by act of Assembly, in 1695; 
Queen Anne's, in' 1706; Worcester^ in 1742 — ^though a 
county of that name had been formed as eariy as 1672 : but 
the whole of its territory, lying Within the present limits 
of Delaware, was lost to Maryland when the boundary of 
that province wa^ adjusted. Frederick county, the richest 
and most populous in the State, was erected in 1748 out of 
portions of Prince George's, Anne Arundel- and Baltimore, 
and originally included the whole territory north and west 
of these counties. From this time to the revolution, two 
other counties, Harford and Caroline, were laid out by acts 
of the Assembly, at the «ame session of 1773.* Frederick 
county still retains her old pre-eminence, in wealth and 
population, although three new counties, and part of a 
fourth, have been faritaed out of her ancient limits. Mont- 
gomery and Washington ivere carved out by the Conven- 
tion of 1776. * Alleghany was erected pat of part of Wash- 
ington, in 1789 ; and, youngest of. all the counties of the 
State, Carroll, in 1836, cutoff a large tract from Frederick 
as well as from Baltimore county. 

The popniationr of the province had increased 
rapidly. In 1748, the number of inhabitants was tod mana- 

/kctarcs. 

estimated at 130,000 souls^ of whom 94,000 were 
whites, and 36,000 blacks. In 1756, five years aAer the 
death of Charles Lord Baltimore^, it had reached to 154,188, 
of whom 107,963 were whites and 46,225 black, being an 
increase of £4,188 in eight years.t Along with this ex- 
tension of population had grown up the internal resources 
of the province. The people were always desirous of 
* McMthod. t Holmes makes it ia 1756, 108,000* 
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developing the nataral riches of their soil, both mineral 
aad ftgricultura], and had, alreadyi endeavored to rear up, 
and encourage, domestic manufactures. Even prior to ihe 
establishment of ^e linen and woollen manufactories in 
Dorchester, nearly every family produced a -sufficiency of 
komesptsn articles for its common use, and for the clothing 
•of the servants and slaves ) but the jealousy of England 
prevented any successful effort to pQrsu'e this policy further. 
The legislature, however, ventured to impose a duty upon 
the exportation of raw hides, leather and old iron, for tl^e 
protection of tanners, shoemakers and smiths. Grants of 
lands were made to those who undertook to erect water 
mills, to encoucAge the making of flour for exportation. 
Abundance of iron ore was found in the province, which 
could be worked to advantage, but the English government, 
to insure the preference to its own iron, offered the pay- 
ment of a bounty upon the importation of the metal into 
the colony. The legislature, to counteract the effect of 
this measure, in 1719, ordered that a grant of .one hundred 
acres of land should be made to every one who would erect 
a furnace, or forge — ^the good result of this step was evident 
in the erection of a number of works,. of which there were 
already^ in 1749, eight furnaces and nine. forges. Large 
quantities of wood land, in. addition to the bounty grants, 
were taken by their owners. As early as 1742, copper 
works were in operation in the colony, and, in that year, 
the Assembly to encourage their, proprietor, Mr. John 
Digges, in his undertaking, relieved idl the laborers employ- 
ed at his worke from levy far seven years, and from the duty 
of working upon the public roads and bridges, and attend- 
ing at musters.* The making of wine iwas attempted, and 
successfully, to a certain extent: it was similar to Burgundy 
in its taste and quality, and seems to have gained a reputa- 
tion beyond the borders of Ihe Sute. .Burnab/, who visited 
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the middle colonies in 1748, says that he drank some Mary- 
. land wine of Col. Tascoe's raising, at the table of Gover- 
nor Hamilton, of Pennsylvania, and '* thought it not bad/' 
Wheat and I^ian com were largely exported, but the great 
staple of Maryland trade was tobacco, which Jiad swelled 
to such importance, in If 36, that one hundred and thirty 
ships were employed in it : and in 1747, not less than fifty 
thousand hogsheads were exported. The average exporta- 
tion, however, was about thirty thousand hogsheads.* 
. In each county, free schools were established, gcuooto and 
supported by general Uxation. There were be- c»»""^^«"- 
tween forty and fifty parishes in the colony, and the clergy 
of the established church were well provided for by law ; a 
tax of thirty pound? of tobacco per head was levied on all 
titheables of the parish for their support : the proceeds of 
which, in not a few (parishes, amounted at that day to three* 
hundred pounds sterling, or about fifteen hundred dollars 
per annum. They were presented to their livings by the 
governor, and were under the jurisdiction of the Episcopal 
bishop of London, t who governed them through a commis- 
sary,, appointed by himself and resident in the province. 
This system was first introduced in 1692, and Thos. Bray, 
the oommissary, then inspected and arranged the churc|) 
affairs of the colony. At that period, the parishes were 
only thirty in number, and but sixteen of these were sup- 
plied with clergymen. Dr. Bray appears to have been an 
energetic and zealous man : he procured the erection of 
sevend additional chapels, and. caused the people of the 
different parishes to be supplied with books of Common 
Prayer and practical devotion .t 

During this period, the currency was in great cuiwncy. 

disorder. Tiie sudden depression of the prices of tobacco 

firequently drew out the specie of 4he colony to pay for the 

manufactures, which. were imported in large amounts; and 

* Buraaby. t Ibid. t Holmes, vpl. 1, p. 443. 
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even the bounty offered by ihe goTemment for the xntn>» 
duction of gold and silver fafled, u such efforts always . 
must fail, to remedy the eri]. An issue of paper money, 
or gotrernment bills of credit, was resorted to; but this be- 
came depreciated at one period even to half its nominal 
value. ^ Yet it was persisted in, m spite of the experience 
of its inefficiency, and by a single law in 1733, an issue of 
ninety thousand pounds was authorized. A portion of this 
large sum was ordered to be expended in the erection of 
a governor's house, and of county jails; the rest was thrown 
into circulation by loans and otherwise. To redeem these 
bills, a tax of one shilling and three pence wds laid upon 
every hogshead of tobacco exported ; and the proceeds of 
this impost, tb^gether with the interest received by the trus- 
tees on the loans, were placed in the hands of trustees in 
England, to be invested in stock of the Bank of England* 
They were made redeemable in thirty-one years. It was 
an experiment to supply by means of a government bank 
paper, the drain of specie from the province. The bills 
were made a legal tender in the payment of all debts and 
fees, " clergy's dues and tobacco for building and repairing 
i I churches excepted."* To remedy the embarrassments to 
I ; Ihe internal trade, from the fluctuation^of the value of bills of 
credit, in 1732 the legislature made tobacco a legal tender, 
i I at one penny per pound, and Indian corn at twenty pence 
i i per bu shelf — a striking evidence of the distress, to which 
i ] the deranged condition of the currency had reduced the 
I province. In addition to the difficulties which this condi- 
IJ tion of internal' affairs entailed upon them, the government 
! \ of the colony, were deeply occupied, throughout all this 
t period, with the boundary disputes. 

TheBoandA- ^^ *^® charter of no colony were the bounda^ 
i ' nrdupuie.. . ^j^, ^^^^ distinctly laid down, than in that of 
Maryland, and yet no colony has been subjected to. greater 
I • Bacon, 178S, ch. 6. f Holmei, vol. 1, p. 66S. 
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difficulties about limits, or been robbed of larger 4>r more 
Hluable teiritory. Its extent was marked out in the char- 
ter by five lines, — beginning at a point on the Chesapeake, 
called Watkins' Point, near the river Wighco, and running 
east to the ocean, — ^then, by the Delaware Bay, to that por* 
tion of the bay ^nder the 40th .degree, — ^then, by that 
degree, due west^ uQtil it reached the meridian of the first 
fountain of the Potomac, — then, by (hat meridian,* to the 
first fountain : and htstly by the southern shore of that river 
to the bay, and across to Watkins' Point. The first con- 
troversy was natural enough : it arose with Virginia, as to 
the actual position of Watkins'« Point. This ctSlony had, 
from the first, deqied the validity of the charter of Mary- 
land, and claimed the whole territory included in it as her 
own ; but she abandoned her pretensions by the treaty of 
1658. She, however, continued to encroach upon the 
limits of that charter, by her location of them. She had 
commenced settlemc^nts upon the-, tongue of land now 
forming Accomac and Northampton counties. To secure 
the footing of Maryland^ Governor Calvert, in 1661, issued 
a commission, to Edmond Scarborough, John Elzey, and 
Randall Revel, to make settlements and grant lands, on the 
Eastern shore, in the name of the province. The terms 
offered were favorable, and, .within a year, the number 
of titheables at ManokiA and Annamessex, reached fiAy. 
They succeeded in forming a treaty of amity with the em- 
peror of the Nanticokes. The Virginians, howevet, soon 
became restless'; and Scarborough, who was the surveyor 
general of that colony, demanded that the. new settlers 
should submit 16 their authority. * Meeting with opposition 
from Elzey, hti caused him to bd arrested in Accomac. 
Having extracted an equivocal promise of obedience from 
Ilis prisoner, he released him; and, entering the settlements 
in a hostile manner, sncceeded in compelling a partial sob* 
mission. Elzey immediately placed the affair before Gov. 
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Calvert, and demanded aiH to enri>le bim to repel the oaf-, 
rage^; but that peaceful officer preferrod repreaentiog the 
transaction to Governor Berkeley of Virginia, who promptly 
disavowed the whole proceeding. .The. negotiations which 
followed, terminated in tfae^ appointment of a commissioner 
by each government to ascertain the true position of Wat- 
kins' Point, and to mark the boundary between the posses- 
sions of the two colonies on the Eastern shore. Philip 
Calvert was named on the part of Maryland, and £dmond 
Scarborough on the -part of Virginia. They finally adjusted 
the dispute on the 25th of June, 1668 ; and the line was 
distinctly indicated, and exists as the present boundary of 
the two States.* 

The next dispute, in order, of settlement, was 
•nil Peniwyi- that py which the province of Delaware was lost 
to Maryland. The English having made the 
first discoveries on this portion of the North American 
continentj claimed the whole territory. In despite of the 
right which they had -thus obtained by the laws of civflized 
nations, the Dutch began settlements at New York, in 
1628-9 — and, together with the Swedes, at a later period, 
commenced colonies on the Delaware, principally on the 
eastern side. A controversy immediately sprung up be^' 
tween these two pations, which resulted in the final subjec- 
tion of the Swedes, in 1655. In the meanwhile, however, 
the charter of Maryland was granted, and the settlement at 
St. Mary's made : and, if there were any virtue in grants at 
all. Lord Baltimore was clearly entitled to the possession 
of Delaware, which the Swedes and Dutch had occupied 
in disregard of the rights of England. In 1642, a small 
colony of Marylanders attempted to make good these 
rights, by settling on the Schuylkill, but were compelled to 
abandon the country by their opponents. Too much en- 
gaged at home, to give due attention to this distant border, 
• McMabon. 
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the colonial gorenimeot took dq steps to assert their claims 
until the reduction of the Swedes by^ the Dutch and the 
union of both into one colon j. Theii/Col. Nathaniel Utye 
was despatched, in : 1659, to the Defawaie settlements, to 
notify the inhabitants that they were seated fn his lordship's 
territory, without permission ; and to deliver their authori- 
ties a written comnrand, from the governor of Mairyland, to 
depart from the limits of the province. He was, at the 
same time, ordered to inform -ihe settlors, that favorable 
terms would be granted to them; upon submission to the 
lord Proprietary. 

The demand wm. not only refused; but the governor of 
New York, Pet^rStuyyesantj at ihe xylose of the* year de- 
spatched two coiq^missidners to Maryland, with instructions 
to insist upon the* rights of the Dutch to the' settlements 
upon the Delaware. Arguments on both ^des were used 
in vain: and the envoys having received snd rejected a new 
demand of submiBsion, closed the negotiation and returned 
home without having effected afiy, thing. Entertaining a 
doubt whether the Dutch were really trenching on their 
limits', and having, no hop€» of assistance from the other co- 
lonies, hi case of open hostilities, the government deferred 
any ftihher action uirtil the advioe of the lord Proprietary 
should be obtained, and it should he ascertained by actual 
obsetvation, whether the settlements' Vt Newcastle were 
within the 40th degree. An agent was, at length, de- 
spatched to Hollapd to represent the affair to the States 
Groneraf, which directed that i)ie settlers should be with- 
drawn fipifi about Cape Jienlopen ; but refused to abandon 
the more northern posts. The Dutcli were, however, about 
to be supplanted by more dangerous adversaries. They had 
eommenced to infVinge on the New England provinces, and 
it was determined to reduce them to subjection to the Brit- 
ish government. In 1664, Charles II granted to his brother, 
James, duke of York, all the territory lyittg between Con- 

• 11 Q 
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nedicut and the eastern shore of (he Dielaware ; and an 
expedition was immediately fitted out to conquer these pos- 
sessioQ^. In September, New York surrendered to Gov. 
Nichols, while the settlemeats on the Delaware we're given 
up to a'detachment under Sir Robert Carr, and the inhabit- 
ants of both were admitted to the rights of English colo* 
nists. N^w Jersey was granted, by the Duke of York, to 
the lords Berkeley and Cartere^. 

William Penn soon mfter became interested in this pro- 
vince, and, in the* course of his connection with it, learning 
the richness of the country west of *the Delaware, he deter- 
mined to make application to Ihe king for a grant of it. 
The petition was .laid before the duke of York's secretary' 
and the agents of Lord Baltimore ; and at their requesti th^ 
grant was so made as not to ihfiinge upon Maryland. The 
lines were marked out by lord- Chief Justice North- That 
bordering Maryland, was <'a circle iiine miles around 
Newcastle to the begiohing of thd 40th degree of latitude," 
and then, by the 40th degree, westward* To ascertain this 
degree, Markham, th^ agent of Penn, went -to the province, 
and was met by Lord Baltimore at Upland, now called 
Chester, where; upon actual observation, it was discovered 
that the 40th degree, instead of being i^ the vicinity of 
Newcastle, extended near to the Schuylkill, making the 
boundary described impossible. The conference was therer 
fore fruitless ; and' Penn set about obtaining from the duke 
of York a grant of ^le Delaware settleixientSy which hip 
agents, in ooDquering the possessions of the Dutch, had 
seized upon and continued to hold in spite of the claims 
of liord Baltimore* ^ At length, the duke, in ^682, conveyed 
to him the town of Newcastle, and the territory twelve 
miles around it, and extendiAg even to Cape Henlopen,— 
an act equally dishoneat and disgraceful in both — the one 
giving that which lie knew waa the property of another,*^ 
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the other acceptrng a g\A from him who, he knew, could 
not rightfully bestow it. ' 

Penn,,having thus endeavored to. strengthen his. position, 
obtained- an interview with Lord Baltimore, in Maryland, 
some time in December, 1682, and presented t letter from 
the king, directing the k)rd^ Prppriefary to frx his northern 
boundary one hundred and* twenty miles from his southern 
limits. Lord Baltimore declined Q))edienoe, relying upon* 
his charter, which secured to him the territory to the 40th 
degree. Thus, this second conference ended ^without 
results, as did also a third, held at Newca^tle in May, 1683. 
As Lord Baltimoie, now acting with energy, was endeavor- 
ing to extend his settlements into, and had made a formal 
demand fer the delivery of the disputed territory, Penn 
hastened .to England to attack the charter of Maryland, on 
the ground that Pelaware wi^s settled, at the time when the 
charter was 'issued, and that that instrument only included 
unsettled territory. His former patron, the duke of York, 
had now ascended the throne as James II, and Penn sac* 
ceeded so far as to obtain a decree, in i6S5, from the com- 
miteioners of plantations, that the territory between the 
two bays should be divided by a straight line into two equal 
portions as far as Cape Henlopen, and that portion, now 
constituting Delaware, be given up to Penn, Fearing the 
■ destruction of his patent, the lord Proprietary was compel- 
led to submit, and, ^though the king was soon dethroned, 
this decision formed the groundwork of the subsequent final 
settlement. However^ until 1732, the line continued to be 
disputed, and many outrages were committed by both par- 
ties jn endeavoring to sustain their pretensions, tn that 
year- an agreement was entered intp by the Proprietary to 
adopt the border fixed by the decree of 1685 on the east, 
and on the north a line drawn dde west, fifteen miles south 
of Philadelphia^ ' 

When Lord Baltimove .perceived the full extent of his 
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agreement, he endeavored to set it aside j but, in 1750, 
a decree in chancery, for its performance; wa3 obtained 
against him by the Peqns. Upon his death, his, son, Fred- 
erick, Lord Baltimore, continued to resist it» execution, and 
proceedings were, commenced against him by Thomas and 
Richard Penn, the surviving Propn^etaries': but finding by 
repreaent^tion's from Maryland, that the condition .of the 
border was frightful and lawiess, he at langth, on the 4th 
July 1760, agreed to an amicable arrangement. The lines 
already indicated were adopted and oommissioners appoint- 
ed to mark them out.* The commissioner^^in the execu- 
tion of their duty, on the northern line, or f' Mason and 
Dixon's,'' as it is called, after the scientific genilemen who 
laid it out — set up at the end of every mile, a stone witli 
the letter P. and the arm^ of the Penns engraved on the 
north, and *' M" and the escutcheon of Lord Baltimore on 
the south side ; many of these stones are^ still to be found 
upon the line. They were, however, prevented by fears of 
hostile Indians, from proceeding further than Sideling Hilt 
-—a distance of one hundred and Uiirty miles from the place 
of beginning. . Similar land marks were placed on the 
Delaware boundary: and fhu»,'afler a struggle of more fhaa 
a century, a large and fertile territory was forever lost to 
Maryland. 

viiginia. The ladt of the boundary disputes, remains un- , 
settled to this day. The charter of Maryland defined the 
western boundary by the meridian of the first fountain of 
the Potomac ; and the question arose whether the north pr 
south branch of the PotomaQ was the main head of that 
river. The decision involved a large territory, ad the south 
branch extended fkr to the south and west of the north 
branch, and the meridian of its fir^t springs would neces- 
sarily throw the western boundary farther back than that of 
the north branch, and include the fine country between the 
* McMaboa, 44^< 
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two fltreame. During hia exile, the Unhappy Charles II 
granted to several of \i\s followers, that portion of Virginia 
)]ri)ig' between, and bounded by, the heads of the Potomac 
and kappahannock. After the restoration the grant wiis 
re-issned to Lord Culpeper, M'ho, by assignments from the 
other lords, had become sole proprietor ; afid the title de- 
scended from him to his daughter, the wife of Lord Fairfax. 
This grant, 'in terms, did not interfere with that of l^ary- 
land^ but the question then aie^e, which was the true head 
of the Potomac, the north or south branch* It is very clear 
that the souths branch is the principal stream, being at least 
-sixty miles . longer than the north. Lord Fairfax imme- 
diately began to make grants, and, in 1748, formally opened 
a land office in '* the l^eck,7 aa. his -territory was called^ 
In that year he entered into an agreement with the autho- 
rities of Virginia,' by which, they adopted the' northern 
branch of the Potomac as the common boundary, without 
regard to the claims of Lord BaUimore, who, in conse- 
quence, directed. Gov.. I^arpe, in 1753, to investigate the 
question, and maintain his just rights, ^accordingly, the 
' governor, having ascertained by the testimony of Col. Thos. 
Cresap that the south branch was the true head, wrote, to 
Lord f^airfax, protesting against any such arrangement, and 
claiming the boundary on the south branch. In 1771, Cre- 
sap, under the direction of the Proprietary, surveyed both 
branches ; and, in 1774, the Maryland commissioners for the 
Proprietary began to grant lands in the disputed territory 
on the west. The revolution only changed the parties to 
the controversy. Upon the adoption of its constitution 
in 1776, Virginia expressly recognized all the righta of 
Maryland to the territory cqntaincf'd' within the charter: yet 
when commissioners were subsequently appointed to mark 
off the disputed territory, it restricted its agents to the 
boundary assumed by Lord Fairfax j and the representa* 
tives of Maryland reiused to treat with persons having no 
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power to discuss and adjust the subject of dispute. Manjr 
efforts were subsequently made Without success — the last 
in 1824 — and the matter rests thus at this day, occasipnally 
agitated by the legislature, but as often abandoned for par- 
tizan questions and political intrigues.. 
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CfiAPTER VI. 

THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR. 

xN 17$1, Frederick, last of the lords 3aitimore, while yet 
a minor, became by the death of his father, Proprietary of 
Maryland. The French. war had just been brought to a 
close ; it was one, however, in which Maryland had borne 
but little part. The province was not immediately con- 
cerned in its dangers, and contented itself with furnishing 
occasional supplies of meti. and money to a^ist the northern 
colonies.' 'But a ne.w contest was approaching/ in which 
it was deeply interested, and which poured the horrors of 
Indian invasion across its border.' It Was the last war be- 
tween the English and >French for dominion in. the new 
world, and terminated in the overthrow of the latter, in the 
conquest of .their possessions^ a^d eventually led to the 
humiliation of the former, in the independence of the 
Uqited States.. - 

The- governor of Cataada, having conceived the prenchmui 
bold idea of connecting that' colony, with the '**"**"* "^ 
French possessions in Louisiana, immediately began to 
construct a <^h&in of forts along the Mi^sissippiand Ohio 
rivers, passing through a territory to which the English laid 
daim. As early as 1749, ^ grant of lands,, west of the 
Alleghanies, had been made to an association called the 
Ohio Company : which, principally for the purposes of 
traffic with the. natives, erected posts extending even to the 
Ohio, river. These movements, probably, led the French 
governor to the formation and execution of his design* 
Several of the company's trading posta were taken and 
pillaged, the traders themselves made captives ; and strong 
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positions selected, fortified and garrisoned, -to maintain 
an open commiinication from New Orleans to .QuebeCi 
along the course of the Alleghany, Ohio, and Mississippi 
risers. Virginia was principally interested in the contro- 
▼ersj ; and i^s governor immediately despatched Colonel 
Washington on an embassy to the French commandanii to 
protest against his proceedings and to demand an evacua- 
tion of the territocy. Washington performed his diffici^ik 
and dangerous mission, through a hostile Indian country, 
with that courage, zell, and, perseverance, which afterwards, 
in a higher station, made him th^ saviour of his ^iintry. 
The demands of Virginia were rejected, and nothing was 
left but a recourse to hostilities. In the war which ensued,. 
Maryland became involved simply in self, defence and for 
the* assistance of the sister colonies, — while Virginia and 
Pennsylvania were contending for the acquisition of a large 
and fertile territory. At the beginning of the war, there-' 
fore, the legisrature of Maryland stood aloof, in ^pite of the 
commands of the crown, the remonstrances of the governor 
and the entreaties of Virginia, declaring to each their de- 
termination to resist any and every foreign invasion, and to 
contribute their assistance to the . neighboring colonies, 
when they conceived their necessity required it; . 

They, however, consented to send conimissidners, Cbas. 
Carroll and Benjamin Tasker, to the general convention 
whioh the English government had directed to assemble at 
Albany, and appropriated th^ siim of five hundred pounds 
to purchase presents, to .secure the good will of the 
Indians. When the convention met, they entered into 
designs very different from those entertained by Maryland 
and beyond the power granted to its delegates. They re- 
solved that a general union among the colonies was neces- 
sary for their preservation, and a plan of confederacy, sub- 
mitted by Dr. Franklin, was adopted.* Ever jealous of 
* McMahon; Pitkin. 
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their colooia] independence^ proud of their charter^ and 
-fearful of the invasion of their rights of internal 'sove- 
^ignty, the people of Maryland bad constantly resisted 
every attempt to effect a union of the colonies under one 
government, They did not n^w yield. The plap wits 
submitted- to the Generar Assembly, and was unanimously 
disapproved of by the lower hou^e, as *' tending to the 
destruction- of the rights and liberties of His Majesty's sub- 
jects in the province/' '^ Whilst they, thus fee^rlessly, pur* 
sued the course of policy they had marked out for them- 
selves} the time had arrived when they could no longer 
avoid uking.part in the war. .Colonel Washington's forces 
. had been captured at Little Meadows by the French and 
Indians, who, from Fort Buqiiesne, erected on the present 
sitQ of Pittsburg, poured their savage and plundering bands 
upon the unprotected frontiers of Pennsylvania, Maryland 
and Virginia. It became ne(5essary, therefore, to reduce it. 
The Genera] Assembly was, in consequence, at once con- 
vened at Annapolis, on the J7th of July, 1754. They im- 
mediately voted a supply of six thousand pounds, ' to be 
applied to the aid of Virginia,, and to the encouragement 
of the friendly southern . Indians, in their service, by sup- 
porting their wives and children during their expeditions. 
Although legislative action was tkus long delayed, the 
people of the province had taken part in the war, from its 
commencement. ^ They organized companies of rangers 
and frontier guards for the protection of the- border settle- 
ments. A fort had been- erected at Cumberland — fa^ be- 
yond the settlements — which served as the resting point in 
the expeditions undertaken against the French on thd Ohio. 
In some pf these, the people of Maryland bore a part. In 
September, 1753, two companies, under' Capt. Daigwortliy, 
Lieutenants Bacon and Forty, marched from Annapolis to 
the western frontier. In the ensuing year, the government 
of Virginia contemplated an expedition against fort Du- 
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qoesne/'or the erection of « stronghold to resti&ip its- gajTi<* 
SOD} and its regiment, baYingbeen joined by several com*' 
paniesfrom Maryland ai)d- North CaFoIina, was ordered to 
commence its march in Augtist: bat when it was found that 
the number of the troops did not exceed half that of the 
enemy, and that no sufficient pronsion bad been made, by 
the legislature for their supply, Jthe enterprize was necQssa-* 
rily abandoned.* It. was, ho'w«ver, only to prosecute it 
with renewed vigor in the ensuing Campaign, and exten*^ 
1 1 ' sive preparations were made to insure its success. 
1 1 The cpmmand of all the forces^ engage^ against the 
. I French on the Ohio, was, by a royal commission,'^ conferred 
I •■ Upon Gov. Sharps, of Maryland, in chief, while Coh Pitz* 
hugh was to conduct the army, during the absence of his 

< superior officer, upon* his official duties as governor, aiid 
while visiting the military posts. Colonel Washington, dis* 

; I gusted with the treatment he had received from Grovernor' 

i' Dinwiddie, upon the reduction of the Virginia regiment 

I ; in consequence of disputes concerning rank, resigned his 

> : commission, and retired ffom the service. Justly appreciate 

j ing his talents and qualifications for the peculiar duty before 

\ him, Gov. Sharpe was desirous of securing them once niore 

I to the common cause, and, at his request, Col. Fitzhugh 

addressed hiin a letter in which he tried the force of argu- 

I ment and persuasion, to induce him to join them, ofiering 

him the rank of captain. But Washington refused, declar* 

ing that he could not consent to accept the commission of 

! captain, when he liad already held that of colonel.f - 

< On the 24th of December,- the General Assembly of 
, ^ Maryland was/^gain convened; and passed a law for the 

• levying of troops fo'r the ensuing campaign, and, as an. in- 
ducement to men to enlist, provided that if any citizen of 
the province should be so maimed in the service as to b$ 
ipcapable ofmaintaining himself, he should be supported at 
• MafshaU. t Sparks, vol. 2, p. 64-0. 
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the public expeiuse. In the emsttlng session of* Februfiry, 
1755, they regelated. the rates of trahspprtatioii Of military 
material, and the mode' of quartering soldiers in. the. pro- 
vince, und prohibited by severe ^penaHies any inhabitant 
from supplying the French or their Indian tiMies Vith stores, 
ammunition^ or provisions. All these measures were pre>> 
par^tory to Aat expedition wfaieh- ended so disastroualy ibr 
the whole' country. * . ; - *^ 

Bniddock's "> £&r^ in the year/ Gen. Bnfddock, at the head 
''•*^' of a Strong bi?dy of troops, embarked at Cork, for 
the colonies',, ajid, qu his arrival ai'Alexaiidria with his fleet 
-of transports]* a council 6f the colonial governors was^sum- 
ttioned, to meet. him* at Annapolis. On ^e. 3d of April, 
Gen. Braddock, Gov. Dinwiddie, apd Oommodore Keppel 
- arrived itt Aimapolis,' and were joined on the 11th and 12th 
by governors Shirley of Massi^chusetts, De Launcey of New. 
York, and Morfis' of Pennsylvania : but dij9 place of meeting 
having been ohanged — ^these gentlemen in company with 
Gov, Sharpe of Maryland,- proceeded to the general/s head- 
quarters at Alexandria. In the council that ensued, three 
expeditions Were, determined on : the first against fort Du- 
quesne, under Braddock himselfj reinforced by the Mary* 
land and Virginia levies,, the second, against Niagara and 
fort Frontighac, and the third, against GrOwli Point. . The 
council, having completed its plans, broke up, and the dif> . 
ferent governors hastened to their respective stations. 

On the 17th, Governor Sharpe. returned to Annapolis, 
aind in a few days after went to Frederick, where a portion 
of the army was already quartered, to expedite the neces^ 
iary {Preparation^ for transporting the supplies* He was 
soon met by Gen. Braddock, who began his march to that 
place from Alexandria with Dunbar's regiment ipimediately 
after the breaking up of the council, intending to' remain 
until his stores should be fon^arded.to fort Camberland, 
^ Greea's Oazette. 
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hit uhhnate poin^of rendettvous. - During his gUjJA Frsp 
derick, he wat joined .by' Colonel Washington, ivhom. he 
had incited to serve ae liis «id-de-cftnip through the cam- 
paign, and to whoae skill and cotiragc the armj was aftei^ 
ward^ eeseniially indebted.^. After the departure of -the 
general and his forces from Frederick to Winchester, Va., 
on ihe 7th of Muy, the people of. Maryland, in large ^uhl•• 
hers, marched from the different counties to defend the 
frontiers, and to re|ilae^ the garrisons of the oatppste; and, 
with commendable spirit, money ,^ clothing, ai^d provisions, 
for the volunteers, were advance4 by .genXlemei) of -the 
province.! 

The impressment of wagons, honN^a, and teamsters, was. 
carried oti with great activity; especialiy tn Frederick, and 
to such an extent, that the codtractots 'for erecting a new ^ 
court house there, .(bund it rmpossible toobtaia horses to 
transport the materials to. the st^ of the ^uildiog4 Benja^ 
min Franklin, then postmaster^-genefal for the colonies, had 
met Braddock at Frederick, to concert a plan for forwa]:d- 
ing despatches, and, learning the scarcity of wagons, ander^ 
taken to furnish theja^ from Pennsylvania, He succeeded 
in hiring one hundred and fifty, in, York and Lancaster 
counties, by giving bis own bonds to the owners fbr their 
indemnification, a responstbility which involved him in great 
difficulty after the defeat at the Monongahela.{ And yet 
in spite of these genera) draughts such was the scarcity of 
means of traiisportation, that Braddock was unable to begin, 
his march from fort Guqlberland until the middle- of June. 
A further delay in his progress was caused by the neces* 
sity of cutting a road for the troops through that rough and • 
mountainous country* Fearing that the French would, 
have time to collect a-stro|ig forced at fort Duquesne, the 
genexal selected a body of twelve hundred men, and, leav- 

' • Sparki. t Becitai in rejected BiU of 1762, See. >44. 

X Frederick eoan^ recorda. . § fiparki. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BISTORT OF MARYLAND. 139 

ing the remainder of the army to advance with the heavy 
BtOrea, harried forward to 'BorpriM the t^nemy. 

On the 8th of July, he reached the Monongahela; and, 
expecting to begin the investment of the fort on the follow- 
ing morning, arranged his forces for the attack. Three 
hundred British regulars, grenadiers and light infantry un- 
der Lieut. Col. Grage, formed the van, and were followed, 
at some distance, by the artillery and the main t>ody of the 
army, divided into small columns. The provincials, accus- 
tomed to the wifes of an Indian eiiemy, repeatedly warned 
Braddock of the danger of an ambuscade,-»-but their admo- 
nitions were derided. -Twice the army crossed the river, 
in its march; no sooner had it passed over the second time, 
being about the hour of one o'clock, than a heavy fire en- 
veloped the advance, which had. plunged into a narrow 
defile. The regulars were instantly thrown into confusion. 
The volleys of an unseen foe mowed down their r&nks; with 
their own random fire they slew one another. At length, a 
panic seized upon ihem, and they oroke and fled in wild 
disorder. In vain, their officers attempted to rally them ; 
in vain did they, clustering together when deserted by their 
men, charge in bodies upon the foe. Wherever an epau- 
lette appeared, it became the mark of the unerring Indian. 
Col. Washington, alone unwounded of all the aids-de-camp, 
brought up the Virginians and provincials, who, taking to 
cover like the Indians, gallantly sustained the fire, and 
secured the retreat of the firantic British regulars. To the 
last, Braddock with undiminished courage persisted in 
maintaining the action, until he received a mortal wound, it 
is said, from die hand of a provincial, named Faucett, who 
was indignant that the obstinacy of one man should sacri- 
fice the lives of hundreds. Then the rout became universal. 
Sixty-four out of eighty-five officers, and about one-half 
the rank and file were killed of wounded.* The victorious 
^ Manball ; Sparki. 
12 



Digitized by 



Google 



134 HliTORT OF MARTLAND. 

(bjce of tlie enemy consisted only of thirty Frenchmen and 
three or four hundred Indian8--of whom seven Indians and 
four Frenchmen were killed — whilst that of the defeated 
army was twelve hundred regulars and provincials.* 

The defeat must be attributed to the rashness of General 
Braddock, who, however, displayed great coolness and 
bravery upon the fieid, and had five horses killed under 
him, before be received the iatal wound. Col. Washington 
had two horses shot under hitn, and his uniform was riddled 
with balls. He w^s the only mounted officer that escaped 
unhurt — 'Providence had reserved him for greater things. 
The rout did not cease until the fugitives had reached the 
camp of the main body^-forty miles from the scene of 
action — where Braddock breathed his last. Col. Dunbar, 
infected with the panic, destroyed his baggage and stores, 
' and placing the wounded in the wagons which had been 
used in their transportation, retreated hastily to fort Cum- 
berland. .Utterly desponding, he soon after marched to 
Philadelphia, where, although it was yet the month of 
August, he went into winter quarters, abandoning the de- 
fenceless frontiers to the. fury of the savage. 

A period of tenr<)rand desolation ensued—^the settlements 
were attacked and. broken up: and the borders of Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland and Virginia became one extended field of 
petty battles, murder and devastation.! The outposts were 
driven in, and some of the smaller posts captured and their 
garrisons massacred; and Frederick, Winchester, and Car- 
lisle became the frontiers. of the colonies.t Fort Cumber- 
land was still held by the troops under Capt. Dagworthy ; but 
this isolated fprtcess could afford no protection against the 
roving bands of savages, who passed around it to seek their 
prey in the settlements beyond. The panic, left by the 
flying British troops, spread even to the bay shore^ Many 
of the inhabitants from the interior fled to Baltimore, and 

• Captain J. Smith't Nanativa. t McMaboo. t ManhaU. 
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the?e prepsF&tioiis weremi|4e by the citizens of that town 
tO' embark their women and children on board the vessels 
in the harbor preparatory to a flight to Virginia; while some 
of the Virginians even believed that (here was no safety 
short of England itsetCl Yet if the news of the defeat ex* 
cited terror in some — ^it mlso nerved others, to preparation 
for the coming danger. The people^, in- the west gathered 
at Col. Oresap's, and strengthened his block-house for de* 
fence : others sought protection at fort Cumberland. £ven 
before the defeat,' as if in anticipation of it, a party of . 
Indians had made their way into the settlements and com- 
mitted many ravages. On. the /3d of July, they attacked 
the hoQse of Mr. Williams, in Frederick county, and mas- 
sacred twelve persons belonging to his family.* And ^afler 
the defeat, a pf^rty of inhabitants flying to forC Cumberland 
were waylaid and fiileen-liilled ; three escaped unhurt, and 
the last, a boy, was scalped and left for dead, but revived 
and succeeded in making his way to that fort. 

As soon as the disastrous intelligence of Braddock's de- 
struction, reached Annapolis, Governor Sharpe set out for 
Frederick, and on the 17th of July, marched to the west, 
at the bead of a body of troops hastily assembled. Private 
subscriptions were opened to defray the expenses.' Anna- 
polis and the surrounding country alone raised one thou- 
sand pounds... The militia were called into service, and in 
October, were relieved by a force of volunteers, raised to 
meet the emergency. But the countoy people still conti- 
nued to come in, as new inroads were constantly taking 
place ^nd many families cut off. 

Such was the effect of the panic on the militia that when 
Major Prather endeavored to assemble those of the frontier, 
for the purpose of pursuing one of these hostile bands, 
he found it impossible to get. them out. Each man upon 
the borders dreaded to leave his house unprotected, lest in 
^ * Green's GaiettSr 
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bis absence, his family should, fall a prey to the enemy. 
But from the lower part of Frederick county, which waa 
secure from depredations, volunteers under Colonel Ridgely 
and Captain Alexander Beall, ^ith some companies ftpm 
Prince George's county and several from Fredericktown 

. itself, hastened to the scene of desolation. They airived 
too late to punish the savages and could only remain to 
protect die survivors from further inroads. In this disastrous 
year moro than twenty plantations were laid waste and 
their occupants massacred Or carried into a dreadful cap- 
tivity. So extensively had the fear of the Indians spread, 
that the most improbable rumofs were credited. In No« 
vember, it was reported that a body of French and Indiana 
were within thirty miles of Baltimore, and immediately, 
more than two thousand men assembled to oppose their 
advance.* 

The people of Annapolis, far removed as they were from 
the frontiers, caught the infection, and in November began 
to fortify their town. Serious apprehensions were for a 
time entertained that^ body of the savages might, in their 
stealthy mode of warfare, marching by night atad lying in 
concealment by day,- penetrate the intermediate country, sur- 
prise the town, and massacre the inhabitants. However the 
excitement was allayed by the return of several volunteers 
from the west, who reported aiTaira as in a better condition.! 
In the midst of this panic, the effectiveness of the troops 
on the frontiers was weakened by disputes and dissensions 
between their leaders. Captain Dagworthy, who npw com- 
manded the Maryland levies, had been an officer in the 
Canada expedition, during the last war, and held the king's 
commission. Upon entering the Maryland service he still 
laid claim to precedence of rank under his old commission, 
which, as emailtiting from the king, was considered to con- 

, fer a superiority over all colonial commissions. Imme* 
* Green's Gasette. f Aansls of AoDapelis. 
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diately after th^ de^t at Great Meadows, fott Cumberiand 
liad'been erected, in Maryland, wh^re the city of Camber- 
land now stands, by. several independent oompaniea from 
North CaroKna and New York ; and in .November, a small 
body of M^ryJand recruits under Daf worthy, were placed 
there in ganison* by-GoVk Sharpe. Dagworthy asserted his 
right of precedence over the other colonial officers at that 
post. He was supported by Grov. Sharpe, who claimed 
the post aa a Maryland fort, and subject to his jurisdiction, 
and properly: under the command of a Maryland officer : 

. while Dinwiddie of Virginia contended, that it was a king's 
fort, and that Oagworthy could not out-rank the field offi- 
cers of the Virginia reghnent. The affair was laid before 

*Braddock, who decided in favor of Dagworthy. Afler the 
defctatand death of that general, the dispute was revived, 
and Lieutenant Colonel Stephen, of the Virginia forces, 
was ordered by his government* to see that none of the 
provisions, sent thither by Virginia, should be distributed 
to, the Maryland or Carolina companies. But Dagworthy 
refused to permit any interference in his command, claiming 
to out-rank Col. Washington himself: that energetic officer, 
however, having obtained leav^ of absence, laid the matter 
in person before Gen. Shirley, the commander in chief, then 
at Boston, and in Msgrch, .1756, procured an order, settling 
definitively the relaitive rank of the different claimants.* 
Dagworthy was reduced to the position of j)rovincial cap- 
tain, as holding a commission from the governor of Maryland, 
where no regulars, were joined to his force, thus subjecting 
him to all colonial field officers; and the. right of command 
at fort Cqmberland was conferred upon Washington himself. 

' Thus ended this vexatious dispute, which by dividing the 
forces at the fort, had rendered them of little service to the 
colonies. " . ' 

^ dparka* Life and Writing! of Waibiiigton, vol. 2, whera the letters 
reiatiiig to this dispute are collected. 
12» S 
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f he legislature Assembled in Febraary, and immediatel/ 
took into coaaideration the stale of the province. The act 
prohibiting trade with the epemj Was re.Tived, juid a bill 
fmmed in contemplation of another, and more formidable 
expedition against their stronghold, in conjunction with 
Virginia, North Carolina and Pennsylrania, in pursuance 
of a plan, adopted at a meeting of the governors of those 
provinces, held in the fall sncceeding Braddock*8 defeat. 
On the 22d of March, 1756, the bill was parsed. Mt-pro- 
vided for raising a. sum of ibrtjr thousaiid ppunds, of which 
eleven thousand were to be applied to the erection of a fort 
and several block-houses in the weslem frontier,- and for 
levying, armings pciyii^g uid maintaining a body of troops, 
not exceeding two hundred men« to garrison these , posts v 
three thousand pounds were placed in the hands of tvfo 
commissioners, CqI. Benjamin Tasker and Charles Carroll, 
to engage the services of the southern Indian^, one thou- 
sand pounds were directed io be distributed in. bounties of 
ten pounds for each scalp of an hostile Indian^ or for jeach 
prisoner brought in by any inhabitant of the province : and 
twenty-five thousand were reserved for the joint ekpeditioii 
in contemplation against fort Duquesne. Messrs. William 
Murdock, James Dick and Daniel Wolstenhohne, were ap- 
pointed agentis to pay out' these several sums, with a com- 
mission of two and one-half per cent, on all disbursements. 
Thirty-four thousiand pounds of this sum were raised by 
bills of credit, a system already in full operatioti in the co- 
lony : but the legnlature taught by recent difficulties wisely 
provided at once a sufficient sinking fund, by imposing 
new duties and laying^ additional internal taxes. Some of 
the features of the bill mark the spirit of the time-*— a double 
tax was laid upon the lands of Catholics*; and, as if to make 
atonement for the oppression of one class, they asserted 
the liability of^ all to their own legislative supremacy, and 
subjected even the ni viors and lands of the lord Proprietary 
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to the common burdens. Another, in. the liat of twenty- 
two 6ul^ct9 of taxation on which the Assembly thought 
pcx>per to levy, is singular enough to require notice: " On 
all bach^ors, of twenty*five years of age and upwards, 
worth one huniired pounds and less than: three hundred, a 
duty of five shillings per annum was laid ; and, if worth over 
three hundred pounds-^twehty shillings per annum :** and, 
to heighten its effect/ this subject of taxation was signifi- 
cantly placed in the list ^of luxuries, and between the duties 
on " wines ftnd liquors,'-' and " the billiard table.*'* 
, Port Cumberland, lying nearly sixty miles be- Defence of 
yond the frontier, was/found to afford no protec- ^^^^o^***- 
tiou from the savageiB, and t^ people had been compelled 
to erect stockades and block-houses, on the. verge of the 
settlements, as plilces of hnmediate report and security in 
sudden danger. Uhder the act which had just passed, 
Governor Sharpe, to remedy this dfefect, selected a site for 
a new ibrt, near the prjesent town of Hancock, to be called 
fort Frederick; purchased one hundred and fifty acres of 
land, and, immediately, began, under his personal inspec- 
tion, the erection of a large and .durable fortress of stone, 
capable of containing a garrieion of three hundred men. 
By the middle of August; the fertiiications were far enough 
advanced to afford accommodation to the trbops, and were 
immediately garrisoned by a force of two tiundred men, 
under the command of Col. Dagworthy. In the mean time 
the Indians had not been idle. Small parties penetrated, 
at night and secretly, into the country, struck a fatal blow, 
and then retired, generally before availing pursuit could be 
made. Their audacity increased with their success; and a 
party made their way even to the neighborhood, of £mmita- 
burg, somewhat more than sixteen miles irom Frederick, 
assailed the setUement,. and, after shooting a man named 
• JIacon. From April', 1782, to If oves^er, 176^, this tax piodaeed 
£904 It. M. 
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Alexander McKeuy in his owa door, escaped without loss* 
But they were not always so fortunate: the desultory war 
had raised up a number of partizan- Indian* fighters, the 
jaosi successftil and unsparing of whom was CoL Thomas 
Oresap, a man of undaunted courage and skill* On ^ the 
20th of May, 1756, at .the head of one hundred men — ^his 
''red caps'^^^he overtook a partj of Indians, andxomplet^-' 
iy routed them with some slaughter ; and, on the 30th of 
June, c^me sudtdenly upoir- ai^other roaming band, and 
also defeated them.* Yet such was the effect produced 
upon ^the out settlers by these destruetive inroads, which it 
was equally impossible to foresee or to prevent, that they 
continued to desert their cabins and clearings, and poured 
in towards. the lower country. ''The whole settlement of 
Conococheague in Maryland if fled," writers Col. Washing- 
ton, in August, 1756, '' and there now remains only two 
families from thence to Fcedenckiown. * That the; Mary- 
land settlements are all abandoned is certainly a fact, as I 
have had the accounts transmitted to me by several hands 
and confirmed yesterday (28th) by Henry Brinker, who leh 
Monocacy the dajr before, and who also affirms, that three 
hundred and fifty wagons had passed that place, to avoid 
the enemy, within the space of three days.''! 

The neighboring colonies having failed to co-operate 
with Maryland in the proposed expedition, and the season 
having passed for any such attempt, - the legislature was 
again convened in September, and hastened to devote the 
amount of twenty-five thousand pounds, laid aside for the 
purpose, to other and more pressing objects of service 
Five thousand pounds were appropriated to iraising and 
maintaining three hundred men for the royal American 
regiment, and to furnish a supply of wheat for Lord Lou- 
don's troops at New York, three thousand .pounds for boun- 
ties, for scalps or prisoners, taken by persons not in tjie pay 
• Ofeen't Gszette. f Sparks, vol. 2, p. 188. 
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of the province) mn^ three thoosuid five iinndred poandri 
' lor fbrmiiig « company of one hundred men, to be incor- 
porated with the battalion already under the command of 
Col. Dagworthy, at fort Frederick. One-thhrd of this force 
was required to be constantly on duty, as rangers, on the 
frontier for the protection of the inhatbitants : and to in- 
crease their activity, ita addition to their pay, each soldier, 
wiio whUe on this duty took a scalp br a prisoner, was 
allowed, a bounty of -thirty pounds. Additional approprm- 
tions were made towards completing fort Frederick, for 
purchasing arms and ammunition, and erecting a magazine, 
and, to reimburse the governor the expense of maintaining 
the rangers, whom he had employed on the frontier, during 
the preceding Bpri^g** 

Provision having thus been mad^ for defence; the confi- 
dence of the people to the westward was somewhat restored, 
although the settlements were not fully re-occupied until 
the close of the war. Even in 1761, several years after- 
the reduction of fort Duquesne, the people of the western 
portion of Frederick county, when desirous of building a 
bridge on the road from Conococheague to Pittsburg at a 
cost of oi\Iy. forty pounds, were compelled to have recourse 
to the cotinty court for assistance .from the general assess- 
ment, assigning as their reason t)iat the country was thinned 
of its inhabitants, that the settlers who had removed on 
account of the war had not yet returned to their dwellings, 
and that the few who remained, were unable to bear the 
charge ; while the work was absolutely required by the 
public service* being on the route by which supplies were 
earned to the royal troops at fort Pitt.'t Indeed, it was 
impossible to form a complete cordon of defence aoross the 
frontier; for small parties of t£e enemy would easily make 
their way into the settlements, strike a.successfiil blow and 
retreat in safety befo^ the rangers could come to the rescue^ 
• Bacon. t Jwl* Bee. L. L. p. M^Ficd. Co. 
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The inhabitants, at the breaking out of iiostilities were, to 
a great extent unpracticed in Indian warfare, and, there* 
fore, fell an easy prey to their vigilant and unsparing enemy. 
Elated by their bloody victory on the Monongahela, in 
which they had aliliost annihilated a force of three times 
their number, composed of chosen troops under a British 
general, they boasted that, at length they were about lo drive 
the invaders from the graves of their forefathers und recover 
their ancient hunting grounds. From the Miami, the Ohio, 
, and the borders of the lakes, their war parties concentrated 
at fort Duquesne, to pour out upon the extended frontiers, 
sometimes in parties strong enough to take . the smaller 
fortresses by storm, but generdly numbering but two or 
three, striking unexpectedly into the settlements, burning 
the farm houses, killing or capturing the inhabitants thus 
taken by surprise, aftd hurrying away as rapidly with their 
booty.* But the borderers s6on began to learn their mode 
of warfare and to prepare for it; and aided by the rangers 
and the garrisons .of the forts, and protected by their own 
rude block-houses, made successful defence against their 
inroads. 

In the ensuing April, the Assembly was. convened at 
Baltimore, and further provisions were made for the secu- 
rity of the frontiers. A portion of the first appropriation 
being still unexpended, and the sum of three, thousand 
pounds, intended to secure the services of the southern 
Indians yet unapplied, the whole, amounting to more than 
ten. thousand pounds, was devoted to increasing the forces 
in the west to fii^e hundred men : and, to promote the 
recruiting service, t)iose who enlisted were exempted from 
levy and other charges for three years, and the maimed and 
disabled were promised an anniial pension for their sup- 
port.! Finding that every effort at a combined expedition 
had failed the year before, the government now sought only 
* Nanativfr of GoK James Smith. f Bacon. 
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to defend its own frontier ; and, duriqg the season, suc- 
ceeded in securiog the services of a band- of Cherokee 
Indians to ^id ib that object. 

The enemy were not Jong ^n recona'mencing their assaults. 
In June, it was reported that a l^ge body of French and 
Indians, with heavy -cannon,, were raaiehing against fort 
Cumberland to besiege it. Goy. Sharpe instantly set out 
fot Frederick, accompanied by ^ number of volunteers, to 
gather troops and relieve the menaced post ; theire, however, 
a subsequent express informed him ^that it was only a small 
party of about three hundred men,'witbQut artillery, and, 
fully confident in. the ability of ihe troops already on the 
frontier, aided by the Cherokees, to prevent th<eir ravages, he 
returned to Annapolis after a week's absence. The enemy, 
however^ had no design ^ upon the fort ; they s^arated into 
small parties, as was their wont, and broke into the settle- 
ments — principally of Virginia. A few attempted to ravage 
Maryland, but were overtaken and several of them killed by 
the friendly Cherokees^ who re)idared important services to 
the colony. In addition to the troops already on the fron- 
tier, Capts. Butier^s, Middagh's, and Luckett's, companies 
of militia were ordered to relieve the garrison of fort Fred- 
erick thejd under the command of Capt. Beale. During their 
tour of duty, they acted v^ith spirit, and prevented the rav- 
ages of three different parties of the enemy, who. attempted 
to break in upon the settlements.' Besides furnishing this 
garrison for fort Frederick, the people of Frederick county 
raised two hundred meA, who, in August, marched under 
Gov. Sharpe in person to strengthen that fortress and to 
garrison fort CumberUnd; where in the ensuing month, 
they were joined by a company of volunteers from Cecil 
county, under Captain Jesse Hollings^yorth.* 

Fort Cumberland, so long the subject of dispute between 
. the governors of Jtfaryland and Virginia, and maintained 
* Green's Gazette. 
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by the latter agfainat the strong' wishes of Col. Washingtoa, 
was now finally giren up to Maryland, by the order <^Lord 
Loudoni and was destined henceforth to be garrisoned by 
Maryland troops. It soon became a source of discord in 
anotlier quarter.* In October, Gov. Sharpe applied to the 
legislature for. means to support the garoson which he had 
placed there. The Assembly, averse to maintaining a force 
too far beyond the frontiers, to protect the inhabitants, 
replied with warmth, that, they had been s^ttioned there 
contrary to the intention of the act by which they had been 
raised, and if evil consequences arose from want of supplies, 
the blame must rest upon the heads of ihose^ who had taken 
the responsibility of placing them there without warrant of 
law. As the step had been taken by order of Lord London, 
they denied his authority to control the forces raised and 
paid by the colony without their consent [ whereupon that 
nobleman wrote to Gov. Sharpe, protesting against this 
doctrine, as without precedent, and peculiar to Maryland 
alone. Gov. Dinwiddie likewise pronounced it ** inconsist- 
ent and unmannerly, in the Maryland Assembly^ to mriie 
any hesitation, or to. dispute his lordship's power/' But 
the Assembly had been too long accustomed to a sturdy 
maintenance of their rights^ to yield to the protests or 
fd)use of British lords or royal governors. 

But this limited and petty warfiire of posts and defensive 
expedition's, while it Exhausted tbe force of the colony, 
could produce no permanent results. The neighboring 
provinces of Virginia and Pennsylvania, with far more ex« 
tensive borders to protect, had soffered more severely than 
Maryland, and the. governments of the three colonies, at 
•length, became fully Convinced that the readiest and most 
effectual mode of protecting their frontiers was the expul- 
sion of the enemy ^m his stronghold.' Early in 1758, an- 
other expedition against fort Duquesne was determined en. 
• Bparki: 
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Lord Loucl6n hHving retui-&ed' to Engiaiid at ^^ii of 
the close of the laat campaign, the command of ^^' *'°'***' 
the British fbroe? in the middle imd souihetn colonies, was 
committed to Gen. Forbes; and it was hoped by the colo- 
nies t^iat active and energetic mea&ures woqld now be 
taken. • Virginia, which' Wasr principidly ihterested, had 
already one regiment in the field, and had directed the 
formation of another; The forces of Maryland, amounting 
to five hundred- men, under Col, Dagworthy, held, iia fron- 
tier from fort Frederick, aided by their Indian allies* lai 
the Assembly, which, met at Annapolis^ in Marcji, 1758, 
an j€brt was made to bring a still larger force into the 
field. . But Maryland was once .more, to a certain extent, 
secure. The old controversies between the upper and 
lower houses, recommenced, and the delegates once more 
asserted-and sturdily adhered to the demands, which during 
the perils of the three preceding years, they had allowed 
to slumber. In ApVil, the House framed a bill- for ihk sup- 
plies required to raise one thousand men, and among other 
property, imposed .-taxeii upon the Proprietary's quit rents 
and estates, on the salaries and emoluments of public offi- 
cers, and the usual double tax Upon the lands of Catholics, 
and those who refused to take the test oath of supremacy^* 
and claimed the sole right of originating and amending 
money bills. The upper house, protested against diese 
taxes as unjust, and contend^ed that the claim of the lower 
house was arbitraryand unconstitutional. *. But the Dele- 
gates were immovable. ' Rather than submit, the govern- 
ment abandoned all hopes of further supplies, and Colonel 
Dagworthy and his troops were ordered to join the expedi- 
tion as the quota of Maryland. To supply garrisons for the 
fortresses thus left vacant by the departure of Dagworthy's 
men, Governor Sharpe called out the western militia for a 
time, and marched at their head to fort Cumberkfid, of 
* For thM6 oatbs see Bacon, 171il»'Cb. 5. 
13 T • 
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which post he toq]^ command as 9000 «ff Col. Wasbioglon 
with his regiment joined the maifn army at Raystown. 
During the ^ontinoante of the governor at the fort, the 
army suffered a serious loss of ammunition from the blow- 
ing up of the magazine.* > 

Although it was desirable that the campaign should open 
early in the season, the Virginia trdops jii<l no^ reach fort 
Cumberland, 4heir place of rendezvous, till July. . They 
were, then, occupied: in cutting a road from that post to 
Raystown, where th^ advance of the army .was stationed 
under Col. Bouquet— Gen. Forbes being detained by sick- 
ness ftt Carlisle. As if to increa9e these delays and render 
.the expedition abortive^ the English officers, in spite of the 
remonstrances of Col. Washington, determined to make a 
new road to fort Dfiquesne, instead of taking the route of 
General Braddock. It was already late in the sjsason, the 
enemy were daily strengthening their forces^, apd it was 
feared that winter would^ overtake the army in the inoun- 
tains. The worst results were foreboded. 
Gi«iit*t D». ^^ September, an advanced body had reached 

^^ Loyal Mannings about ten miles beyond Laurel 
Hill; and, towards the close of .^he month, Majer Grant 
was detached to reconnoitre, with a select corps of more 
than eight hundreil men, consisting, of three hundred and 
thirty Highlanders, one hundred and fourteen royal Ameri- 
cans, one hundred and seventy-six Virginians, ninety-five 
Maryland, one hundred a«nd twelve Pennsylvania, and thir- 
teen Carolina troops.t In th% night, he took post upon a 
hill, about eighty rods ftom fort Duquesne, unobserved by 
the French^ and in the morning, by way of bravado, beat 
the reveille and sounded the bagpipes in several places. 
As soon as the English were discovered, the Indians sallied 
out from the fort, and, having under corer of the river banks, 
reached a height that overlooked Grant's position, surround? 
• Sparks. t OrMn's Gottte. 
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ed him and oprnmenced the attaok.* The Higblandefd, 
drawa oat in dose array i were slaughtered almost unresist- 
ingly, by the deadly fire of the enemy, and at length gave 
way; while 4he Maryland tr^opsj to whom were joined the 
Carolinians, took ct>ver- in hudhes ' and behind trees, and 
keeping the enemy at bay, sustained the action. The 
Pennsyivanians broke at the first fire. The Virginians, 
under Major Lewis, of CoL Washington's regiment, had 
been detached two miles* to the rear to guard the baggage ; 
as soon as the action began> they hastened up to the assist* 
ance of Grant, but were unable to maintain their ground.t 
The English were debated with' a loss of two hundred and 
seventy^three killed and ibr'ty-t wo wounded ; Majors Granf 
and Lewis, and many of their mefn were taken prisoners. 
The Marylanders, behaved with great gallantry, and, al- 
though they suffered Severely, succeeded in covering the 
retreat of (he remainder of the troops. Out of ninety-five 
men, their loss was twenty-three privates^ and one officer, 
Lieut. Duncan McRae, killed and missings and seventeen 
woonded-— nearly one-half their whole force. Capt. Ware, 
Lieut. Riley, and £nsign Harrison, with fifty privates made 
good their retreat.} The loss of the enemy was trifling. 

This defeat, so similar to the djsaster of Braddock, in- 
duced the Indians to believe that the remainder of Forbes' 
army would retreat, as the force under Col. Dunbar had 
done on the like occasion. A large portion of them, accord* 
ingly left the fori and returned to their hunting grounds, 
with their prisoners and plunder, in spite of the solicitations 
of the French to remain.§ This was a fortunate circum- 
stance for the success of the expedition. Forbes' army 
was still toiling on Its way, liable to be taken at disad- 
vantage by a strong force, and did not reach the post at 
Loyal Hanning until the fifth of November, nearly a month 
after the battle. Here the recent defeat, and the lateness 
* Smith's Narrative, f Gnen^ Gazette. } Ibid. § Smith's Namttvo. 
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of tbe season^ had nearly produced the reaulu expected .bj 
the Indians. A council of war was held/ which determined 
that it was unadvisableto proceed farther during the present 
campaign. In the meanwhile, the enemy, who. had care« 
fully watched the march (^ the army, thinking i( a favor* 
^ble moment to make another fortunate blow and complete 
their victory,, detached a body of troops with the Indian* 
yet remaining at the fort, to the pumber of one thousand 
men, and attacked Col. Bouquet, with great spirit at.Loyal 
Hanning, on the 12th of October. AAeY four hours of hard 
fighting, they were repulsed; but during the whole ensuing 
night, kept up an occasional fire upon the works. Before 
day however, they retreated, carrying with UVem their killed 
and wounded, thus concealing^ their loss in th^ action: 
that of the English was sixty-seven rank and file killed and 
wounded.' In this affair, the Maryland troops had one offi-* 
cer, Lieut. Prather, and two privates, killed : Ensign BeU, 
and six privates, wounded, and eleven missing. 

Still the savages hovered around the army. On.the 12th 
of November, near Loyal Hanning, Col. Washington, with 
a scouting party, fell in with a detachment, of the enemy 
and a skirmish ensued. A second party of Virginians, 
coming to their assistance, in the heavy mist were mistaken 
for a body of the foe, and a fire given upon them and re- 
turned before the unfortunate error was discovered. Capt. 
Evan Shelby, of Frederick county, who commanded a 
company of Maryland volunteers, .in this skirmish, killed 
witli his owa hand one of the leading chiefs of the enemy.* 
Afler these disastrous actions, the hostile Indians aban- 
doned their allies and le£t the fort, saying, that it was an 
^asy matter to deal with the regulars, but impossible to 
withstand the provincials. 

Capture of Reanimated by success and learning the deser- 
qoeane. tion of the Indians, f^om a prisoner taken by 
* * Gre«o*8 Gazette^; Bacon. 
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Captain Ware <lf the Maryland troops, the -English deter- 
mined to prosecute th6ir aUempt. At length, taught by 
expeiieitc^ the inefficieiioy ^f regulars in such a service, 
they threw Coi^ Washington in advance, ^and succeeded, 
on the 22d of November, aftet a painful march, in reaching 
fort Suquesne, which the French, Hopeless of maintaining 
with Iheir diminished garrison, after sfetting it on fire, had 
abandoned the night before. The works vrere immediately 
repaired, the place renamed fort Pitt, and a garrison of two 
hundred men, diraWn from the Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Virginia troops, 'assi'gned for its defence.* 

The capture of this Yortress,. the' centre from which- so 
many predatory expeditions had* gone forth, filled the. colo- 
nies with joy. Gov. Sharpe^ by proclamation, appointed a 
day for ptiblic thanksgiving and praise ; and the Assembly, 
to testify their gratitude to the brave- men who had served 
in their forces, appropriated fifteen hundred pounds to be 
distributfed as a gratuity amopg them :-*to Lieut. Colonel 
Dagworthy iBSO — to ejich captain £16^ lieutenant iS12, en- 
sigp £&, and non-commissioned officer -i^: and the re- 
mainder to be expended in the purchase of clothing and 
suitable necessaries to be divided Hmong the privates. From 
this time forth,. Maryland had little concern in tb^ war^ 
althpugh-its rangers — ^numbering. two hundred and thirty 
men — 'were^engaged in the expedition against the Shawa- 
nese towns-^-perhaps the only affair of moment, after the 
capture of fort Duquesne. Occasional bands of Indians 
passed fort Pitt, and committed depredations upon the 
frontiers, but the hardy Settlers were ttow fully able to pro- 
tect themselves^ and the principal features of its history 
are of a pacifie. and legislative character. Yet that legisla- 
tive history is full of interest, for it led eventually to the 
revolution. It was a continuous straggle for the rights of 
the. commons. 

* Green's Gazette. 
13* 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER VIL 

THE DAYS BEFORE THE REVOLUTION. 

h ROM the earliest period, a content had been wag^d, rp 
Maryland, between the two principles contained in the 
charter ;. and the result of that oontesi, in every stage, had 
been a Kirthet and broader development of* the democratio 
and a dirainutioii di the aristocratic* The germs of both 
were fuNy contained in t^at instrument ; bjjt the spirit of 
the people and* the necessitiie^B of ,die times, tended con- 
stantly to the vigorous gfowth of the one, and the uMer 
destruction of the other. This contest was now rapidly 
verging to its final issue. - . . ^ - , 

The representatives t>f the peo]ille, who sat in the lower 
house, insisted upon an eKcliisive right to frame and amei>d 
bills for raising money ; the upper. |iouBe— -which .was sim- 
ply the council of the ^vernor, and, with him, the repre* 
sentative of the Proprietary, by whom they were appointed 
—claimed for themselves a'share in the imposition of taxes. 
Whilst immediate danger impended over the <;olony, in 
1756, the commons had permitted their claim. to slumber, 
that the public safety might .be secured } but, now that the 
war had been removed fVom their bordera,. they planted 
themselves firmly upon their old position, and remonstrance 
and petition, from the friends of the Proprietary, and com- 
mands, from the crown, were dike disregarded. . Fully. coji- 
curring in the necessity of conquering Canada, in order to 
secure peace to the colonies, at each session they passed 
bills to afford aid and tissistance to. the royal arms, but in 
every instance, from their unwavering adherence to their 

position, the bills failed to become laws. Nine times in 
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sit<5ces8iQn di«[ they thas adopt k bill simihir to that rejected 
in 1758, and.Bfl'often W9lb it negatired by the upper house. 
The opinitm of His Majesty V attorney general, Pratt, was 
in vain brought before them to indu6e them to yield : they 
claimed that they vtctb the sole representatives of the peo% 
ple/and that "the people could phly be taxed by their own 
consent.'' It was impossible to vubdue their firmness. 
The other colonies murmured, aiid the English- government 
Secame indignant, at the repeated refusals of Maryland to 
aid the royal arms. - Hie statesmen of .England, at length, . 
satisfied that ii Vfjis impossible to'* com pel the c^olonies to 
tax themselves by means of royal requisitions, determined 
to have recourse to indirect taxation. 

Peace was declared in 1763; vand^the Frenph colonies 
were ced§d to England. Sh^ possessed the whole northern 
continent ; but to counterbalance this acquisition, she found 
herself labqring under a heavy debt, contracted during' the 
war. 'She had^ already encroached, upon the rights of the 
colonies, by compelling them, to fhrnish requisitions—resist- 
ed by * Maryland alone-^and, finding these, insufficient to 
meet her wants, she prepared herself to advance one step 
further in their complete- subjugation. They were rich. and 
populous, and firmly attached to liberty ; and fi-eedom on 
the one' part, and supremacy on the other, were prizes 
worth struggling for, , 

The co'ndition of Maryknd was prosperous, in spite of 
the ravages it had suffered during the war. Its- popula* 
tion, in 1761, amounted to 164,007 persons, of whom 
114,^32 were whites, ahd 49,675 blacks, principally slavesi 
Although possessed of few manufactures, save that of iron, 
which even then produced annually 2,500 tons of pig-iron 
and 500 tons of bar iron, the greatness of its resources 
were undisputed.. Its people were frugal and industrious, 
they had spread themselves almost to the utmost limits -of 
the province ; and, peculiarly fitted for commerce and na- 
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vigatton, withinost of its territory within thirty milea of 
streamfe navigable fbt boats, its ^oil rich, and exuberantly 
productive to the labor of the hHsbandm^ and planter, it 
needed only the hand of independence to make it a 
powerfiil, flourishing, and sovereign state.. Such was the 
spectacle that met the eyes of; England, ever casting about 
f6r something to prey iigon, and the result of the scrutiny 
was the passage of the stamp act. 

Tbe Biunp Under pretence that the government had as- 
^ sumed Hirge burdens t in their defence, and the. 
apparent obligation oa their part, to bea)- a portion, Lord 
Grenville, .in 1763, notified the agents of the colonies, in 
London, that,, at' the ensuing session of parliament, he in- 
tended to propose a duty on stamps for the purpose of 
raising a revenue from the provinces, at the same time 
giving them the privilege, of'suggesting, as a substitute, any 
other mode of parliamentary taxation, that would be more 
agreeable to them. , In the session which followed; a reso- 
lution to the same eflbct was adoj>ted, but the ministry did 
not yet venture to take the final step. They were prepar- 
ing the way. The restrictions on colonial trade were tight- 
ened, and a lucrative commerce with the Spanish and 
French ialsnds was entirely cut off. The indignation of the 
people wss aroused; they saw at once that England de- 
signed depriving them of their liberties, and making them 
the mere subjects of the l^itish parliament. ''Assemblies 
remonstrated, public meetings denounced, and agents peti- 
tioned^ • The measure was resolved upon, and, on the- 22d 
of March, 1765, (he Stamp Act was finally imposed."* 
The interval of two years, which had been intended as a 
preparation of tjie minds of the people for submission, only 
enabled them to gather their energies for universal resist- 
ance, in the open manifestation of which, it is true, Massa- 
chusetts and Virginia took the lead, from the advantage of 
* McMahon, 882. 
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opporttuiity, though, in unanimityj firainess and succefls, 
Maryland surpassed them all. It is its proud boast that its 
soil was n^ver polluted by^the obnos^ious stamps* -Every 
where the utmost indignation waa excited; the columns 
of the Maryland Gazette teemed with articles assailing 
the measure. Pamphlets were issued, public appeals were 
made, and the minds of the whole people of the province, 
were arrayed firmly against it. The other colonies express^ 
ed their opposition by remonstrances and protests through 
their legislative bodies ; if Maryland did not at once speak 
out through the same channel, it was because the Assembly 
was prorogued ftom 1763, until Sept; 1765, and it could 
only have recourse to^the pen, the press, and open violence'. 
But at the .session of Sept. 1705, the earliest opportunity 
which was' presented; the Assembly solemnly protested 
against the measure, and indignantly complained, that thus 
for two years they had been deprived of the power of pub- 
licly declaring thenr lasting opposition. Ere'that period 
arrived, the people of the colony had already vindicated 
their rights, in a more summary manner. 

Zachariah Hood, a native of Maryland and a ^^ja^g^ 
merchant at Annapolis, was appointed, in the to it in Ma- 
summer of 1765, stamp distributor for the pro- *'"" * 
vince. He brought with him from England a cargo of 
goods, together with the obnoxious stamps. When he 
arrived in the harbor of Annapolis, the ferment reached its 
height. The people gathered in crowds at the dock, deter- 
mined to prevent his landing r an outbreak ensued, in 
which one of their number, Thomas McNeir, had his thigh 
broken, and Hood, at the very seat- of government, was 
compelled to draw off from the shore and effect a landing, 
clandestinely, at another time and place* No sooner had 
the tidings of his arrival spread through the country, than 
the people gathered into the city, and prepared to show 
their utter detestation of the man who could consent to 

U ' 
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become the instnim^Dt of foreign tyranny in enslaving the 
liberty of his country. The effigy of the stamp distributor 
was mounted on a one horse cart, with sheets of paper in 
its hands, and paraded through the streets amidst the exe- 
crations of the crowds, wliile the bells tolled continually a 
solemn knell. The procession marched to the hill, tied the 
effigy to the whipping-post, and bestowed upon it liine- 
and-thirty lashes, which the crowd humorously called giving 
'Uhe Mosaic laW to the stamp distributor. It was then 
hung upon a gibbet, erected for the purpose, a tar barrof 
placed under it and set on fire, whence it ignited, and at 
length, fell into the blaze below and was consumed. Sim- 
ilar was the exhibition of popular feejing in Baltimore, 
Frederick^ Elkridge, and other towns.* 

But the punishment of Hood did not stop with his 
degradation. He offered the large stock of goods, which 
he had imported at reduced prices, to buy the favor of 
the people ; they not only refused to purchase them, but 
carried their resentment to such a pitch, as to tear down a 
house which he was preparing for the reception of his 
merchandise, lest he should make it the place of deposit for 
his stamps* At last, they threatened him with personal vio- 
lence. Trembling for his life, he took refuge in the govern- 
or's house ;*but soon finding that even there he could' obtain 
no protection,' he fled in despair, from the province, and did 
'not pause in his flight, until he had found an asylum, in 
New York, under the guns of fort St. George. His evil 
fate still pursued him ; and, as the governor of Maryland 
dared not protect Kim in his palace, so he fbund no safety 
even under the guns of a Britisji fortress. - Determined to 
vindicate the honor of their native province, and to punish 
a son who had ta)cen part against her, a number of daring 
patriots followed! him to Long Island, seized him in the 
midst of his fancied seoufity, and gave him the alternative 
* Annals of Annapolis, 90, &c. t Ontbame, vol. i, 887. 
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of iBsigning his office and renouncing and abjuring, under 
oath, its exercise' forever, oi of being conducted back to 
Maryland, witly labels descriptive of his office affixed upon 
his back, and delivered up to the just indignation of the 
people. Hood prayed, protested, and sought to compro- 
mise ; but the patriots were inexorable. Then he yielded. 
Jlis abjuration was fully made out and aworn to before a 
justice at Jamaica, and, having become . powerless and 
despicablei he was set at large. 

• Thus When the Assembly met, in September, p^^^^y^, 
they found tHe work of resistance complete; and or ,.tbe a*. 
it only remained for them solemnly <o declare '^ ^' 
their rights, which had thus^.been vindicated by the people, 
by measures, in* which the first men of the province had 
borne an open part. No deliberation was needed, for there 
was no difference of opinion. Mctny of the delegates, .in- 
deed had been instructed by their constituents, and, thus 
adpported by the expressed will and the open sl(As of the 
people, there was neither pause nor hesitation. They im- 
mediately acted npon a circular, which Massachusetts had 
addressed to -the colonies, prbposing the meeting of a con- 
gress of deputies; and on the second day of the session, 
concurred in the suggestion, and appointed, as the repre- 
sentatives of Maryland, Col. Edward Tilghman, William 
Jilurdock and Thoipas Ringgold, who received instructions 
in which they were expressly directed to take care, that 
any representation or petition, prepared by the congress to 
be presented to the English government, should contain an 
ifcssertfon of the'absoliite right of the colonies to be free 
from taxation " save by their own consent, or that of th^ir 
representatives, freely chosen and appointed.''* 

And now, in behalf of the people of Maryland, they pro* 
ceeded to make a solemn declaration, which stood promi- 
nent even in that day of protests and resolutions, and placed 
* Vjotes and Proeaedings, 17itf» p. 7. 
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the rights of the proTinoe upon a broad and uicontro?ertible 
ground. On the last day of that short but glorious ses- 
sion of only five days, they unanimously resolved, that the 
early settlers of Maryland had brought with them all the 
rights of British subjects, who could not be taxed but by 
their own consent ; that, by the charter of Maryland, these 
rights had been fully secured to them, and strengthened by 
the express renunciation, therein made, of the power of the - 
crown to tax the people of the province: that the trial by 
jury was their birth right-^protesting against the establish- 
ment of any other tribunal--*and, finally, that the people of 
Maryland always enjoyed the right qf being goremed by 
laws to which they theiAselves. had asseuted, that, as they 
were not represented in the British pariiament, the legis- 
lature of the province alone had the power to impose taxes, 
and, therefore, that taxes, laid under color of any other 
authority, were unconstitutional, and an infringement of 
their rights.*^ Having thus rendered this session, as it were, 
sacred to liberty, they entered into no other business and, 
refusing to give the governor the adirice, h^ required, con- 
cef ning the disposition of the stamp paper which was daily 
expected to arrive in the j)rovince, th^y were prorogued to 
meet in 'November following'. 

nuiid Ou- '^^^ Proprietary* government, feeling its rights 
^iwy* infringed on by the stamp act, yielded but a faint 
assistance to the ministry in carrying the scheme into effect ; 
and Grov. Sharpe, after the commons had refused to inter- 
fere, upon the recommendation of the upper ho«se who 
represented that if the stamps were landed they would eer* 
tainly be destroyed, jdetermined to deposit them, antil fur* 
ther orders from England, in one of the royal cntisers sta* 
tioned on the Virginia coast. In the meanwhile, the war 
of words went Ai. Daniel Dulany, a man eminent fbr 
learning and ability, and distingirished as a lawyer, pub* 
* VottS sad Frocsedingi H. D^ Sept 1705, p. 10. 
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lisfaed « ptfmphlet, which was oniversttfly aekndwledged to 
be one of the beat defences of the rights of the people 
which appeared during the controversy. ' In this work he 
renewed the whole ground, and concluded with an appeal 
to the people to produce manufactures for themselves, aiid 
compel their antagonists to yield, by striking at their in« 
terests. Yet' whilst he' thus defended the cause^ he disap- 
proved of the j>roceedingB of" the sons of liberty," in which 
some of the most active and distinguished men of Maryland 
had taken part. The course of Daniel l>nlaQy, upon this 
subject, is a- strong testimony of the secret hostility to the 
measure of the Proprietary party of which he was an adhe- 
rent ; when, however, the question was made of the rights | 
of the' Proprietary against (he people, and finally of hide- 
pendenci?, which must destroy those rights entirely, Daniel 
Dotiany wits found in the ranks of those who v^ainly attempt- 
ed to stay the torrent of popular progress and to sustain the { 
tottering power of the Proprietary and the crown. \ 

The colonial Congress met at New York oh the first 
Tuesday of October, 1765: all the representatives of Ma- i 
rytand were present at this body^ which proceeded. to pre- ^ 
pare an address to^the ciOwn, a petition to parlianient, and j 
a declaration of the rights and grievances of the people. 
Their proceedings were submitted to the Assembly of Mary- 
land, at its next session in November, and were unanimous- 
ly approved by the House, which passed a vote of thanks 
to their commissioners for the able manner in which they 
had performed their duty, and ^t their May session, 1766, 
caused the Journal of the congress to be printeil with their 
own. Fearful lest an insidious attempt should be made to 
bind the, consciences of the judges, magistrates, and other 
provincial officers, the House, immediately on the opening ' 
of the November session, upon a'dopting the usual rules for 
their government, directed that the committee on grievances 
should likewise act as a committee on courts of justice; 
14 
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add instructed the members to " observe the nature of all 
the commissions to the several courts of judicature within 
the province, and, especially, to observe any alterations that 
may at any time happen by accidental, omission, or other- 
wise, therein ; and particularly relating to such words there- 
in, as require the several judges and justices to hear, try, 
and determine, according to the laws, statutes, ordinances, 
and reasonable cuat^n^s of England and of these provinces" 
—and instantly to report the same to the Assembly. The 
committee was also directed to examine the oaths of office 
taken by the magistrates : and the House decided, -as a^ 
necessary portion of these oaths, the following clause: ''To 
do equal law aod right to, all. the king's subjects, rich or 
poor ; tind not to delay any person of common rights for 
the letters of the king, the lord Proprietary, or for any other 
cause; but if any such letters come to them, they shall pro- 
ceed to do the law, the same letters notwithstanding."* It 
is not improbable that these provisioQs were, to a certain 
extent, aimed againat the. enforcement of the stamp act. 

America had been compared to a conquered country; 
the House declared that Maryland could n6t be so consid- 
ered, that the inhabitants had planted themselves there, 
with the permission of the crown, and had become pros- 
perous^ with the blessing of God,' by their own labor ; and 
unanimously resolved, that those who asserted that they 
had forfeited .any part of their BngUeh liberties, were not 
well wishers to their comitry and mistook its constitution. 
They, likewise, declared that the <' province hath always, 
hitherto had the common law,- and such genersd statutes of 
England, as are securative of the rights and liberties of the 
subject, and such acts of Assembly as were made in the 
province to suit its particular constitution, as the rule and 
standard of its goremment and judicature :" and intimated^ 
that by these alone shonld the judges, and magistrates and 
* Votes and Ptroeaadiiigi H« D., 1766, November leision. 
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pther officers be ^ided. These resolutions, the unanimous 
expression of- the representatives of the people, afford a 
distinet indication of the popular feeling. They, however, 
-fall short of its depth and excitability, which was called 
forth by the slightest opposition on the part of the upper 
house and governor, to the acts of the lower house.* 

Many of the debts incurred during the late war, still 
remained unpaid, and not a few unascertained ; some of 
which were claims for money advanced to fit out or supply 
their companies, by the different officers— among whom 
were Capt. &van Shelby — to' whose 'services the House bore 
ample testimojiyT^Captains Ware and. Price,- — afterwards, 
officers of Smallwood's battalion, — Capt. Joshua Beall, and 
laeut. Rezin Beall, afterwards brigadier- general of the Ma- 
ryland troops of ^the flying «amp. At November session, 
a resolution was passed for the" payment of those claims 
which had. been adjusted, together with the journal of 
accounts. The upper house rejected' the resolution, on the 
ground that there were sonve,' equally deserving, whose de- 
mands l^d not been included, and suggested certain allow- 
ances for the clerks of council, and others. The lower 
house agreed to all these items save those claimed for the 
. clerks of the council, and refused to separate the journal 
of accounts from the list of debts. A. warm controversy 
ensued between the two houses : in the mean while, the 
claims of all ^concerned Were postponed. 

The people of the west were principally interested, and 
there the deepest feeling was aroused— excited, according 
to the assertions of Grov. Sharpe, by .the efforts of -Colonel 
Thomas Cresap, a member from Frederick county, who was 
reported to have said, that nothing would be done unless 
the people look it in hands. They gathered in force at 
Frederick, to the number of three to four hundred men, 
armed with rifles and tomahawks, proceeded to elect officers 
* Totes and Proceedings. 
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and declared their intention to march by companies, to 
Annapolis, and settle the disputes between th« two h9U8e8. 
The inhabitants gf Elkridge pvrsued- a similar course and 
despatcbe<f two magistrates to Annapolis, with the signifi- 
cant threat that according to the tenor of the express they 
should receive from the capital, a number of men would or 
would not be in sight of that place Jn two days time. 
These ominous fact3 were communicated to the House, by 
Got. Sharpe, with the recommendation to consider seriously 
the evil consequence of hirge bodies -of people assembling 
to overawe either branch of the legislature^ TJie House 
replied with assurances that every proper step should be 
taken to prevent such results, af'the same time defending 
Col. Cresap, until evidence shou]d be brought against him. 
The session lasted but ten days longer, which were spent 
in a war of lengthy messages with no result, but that of 
postponing the question to the ensuing session. 

The associators, — for the armed men who had thus as- 
sembled had bound themselves together by written pledges 
—declared, in a petition prepared for presentation to the 
lower house^ *' their satisfaction at the conduct of that body 
in opposing the staknp act,'' intimated a ''reliance that they 
would endeavor like the renowned Ancient true Roman 
Senate, to suppress an^ future attempt to deprive them of 
their liberty ;" and requested that they might be informed, 
if the upper house persisted in its unjust pretensions " in 
order that the signers might come down and cause justice 
to take place." Their zeal, however, seems to have been 
moderated, by the more prudent of the popular party^ and 
the session passed off without any further demonstration. 
The controversy was not settled until December, 1766, 
when a committee of conference was appointed and a 
compromise effiscted. 
Arrival ofiiie The Stamp paper having at length arrived at 

Stamps. Newcastle on the Delaware, m October, 1T65, on 
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board His Majesty's ship Sardoihe, commanded by Captain 
-Hawkerr'the governor! nnwilling to enfon^e.tbe obnoxious 
l^w, and desirmg to aore^n himself behind the lower house, 
again demanded some expression of opinion on their part, 
as to its disposa]. They persisted in their refusal to give 
it: and by the advi<)e'of the council, he directed Captain 
Hawker to retain it on board his ship. To the commands 
of the English secretary to execute jthe. law at all hazards, 
he replied that it was impossible without the aid of a strong 
military force ; and that the peace of the colony had hither- 
to, only been preserved by the cautious pleasures he had 
adopted. Knowing that- a considerable tiine must elapse 
before further orders could arrive, or troops be sent, the 
governor Hoped to weather «the storm, without exciting the 
hostility of either party » But a new difficulty arose ; and 
hfi was constrained to extend his conciliating policy still 
further. » • ' 

Thp law had made stamps necessary in many j^^^ ^^ ^^ 
transactions: for, a time, therefore, a partial ces- clued uocon- 
sation (^business ensued. But the obstacle was ' ^^^' 
soon overcome : and Frederick county court had the high 
honor of first deciding, in a legal manner, the unconstitu- 
tionality of the stamp act.^ This decision was received 
with joy : and the^ people hastened to celebrate so important 
and significant an event' The festival took place in Fred- 
erick, on the dOth of November, 1765. ' ".The sons of 
liberty,'' in funeral' procession, in honor of the death of the 
Stamp Act, marched through the streets, bearing a coffin, 
on which was inscribed : " Ths Stamp Act, expirtd of a 
mortal stab received from the Genius ofLibertyy in Frederick 
amnty court, 23</ Jfovembert 1765, i^ed 22 days.'* Zachariah 
Hood, the late unfortunate stamp distributor, was chief 
mourner, in effigy, and the whole affair ended merrily in a 
ball. In the public offices, at Annapolis, however, business 
* McMfthoD, SW. 
X 
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Still continaed to be interrupted for the want of stumps, ' 
the time serving officers, hesitating to treat the^Iaw as a 
nullity and fearing to attemj>t its enforcement. Thi& in* 
convenience the people determined to remedy; and^ in 
February, 1766, the inhabiUnts of Baltimore and the adjoin- 

. ing country formed themselves into an association of ^^* th6 
Sons of Liberty"— « society for the tn&intenance of the 
rights of the people — and .adjourned to meet at the capital, 
to put an end to this abuse. Tbe public officers -were very 
politely notified of their coming, and requested to be in 
readiness to receive them. On the first of March, they as- 
sembled according to adjournment^ and presented them a 
petition, requefeting them to resume their business, by the' 
^Ist of March. The timid officials temporized : and the 
sons of liberty adjourned to meet again, having called on 

. their brethren in the counties to assemble with them*. On 
the 3d of April, they came together in great strength, and 
laid their petition before the general court. At first, they 
met with a refiisal. They, again, *' earnestly insisted and 
demanded, with united hearts and voices, '^ in terms, to. 
which resistance was no longer > possible. Then the court 
yielded, perhaps, not unwillingly, and the public officers . ' 
followed their example. Business was .again resumed^ as 
if the British parliament had never thrown an obstacle in 
its way; and the stamp kct, the offspring of its power, 
though still unrepealed, had ceased to exist even indirectly 
in Maryland. 

In repeal, ^^ ^^^® ^^ ^^^ province, foreshadowed its down- 
^^' fall in England. The opposition, hoping to gain 
strength in their party contests, united with the friends of 
the colonies, in assailing and overthrowing the administra- 
tion that had obtained its passage. Pitt brought his elo- 
quence to their assistance in parliament, and, on the 18th of 
March, 1766, that obnoxious act, long since dead in all the 
colonies, and! never enforced in Maryland, was repealed- 
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But vhihit doing this act 'of empty justice, the parliament 
did not fail to eensure the resistanee of the colonies, an.d 
to renew its claim to the ^ power of imposing taxe^i upoti 
thenu Its repeal was. received witd acclamation in Mary- 
land. Every- where, the people displayed their joy in festi- 
vals 9nd illuminations. In the- midst of their rejoicings, 
they -did ilot forget the debt of gratitude, which ihe^ owed 
. to the distinguisl^ed and enlightened patriots of England, 
who had proved themselves friends of the colonies,- in the 
long and patient struggle. In November, 1766, the House 
of Delegates, " taking into their most serious consideration, 
the noble and spirited conduct of the Right Honorable 
William Pitt, now Earl of Chatham, and the Right Honor- 
able Charles Pratt, Lord Camden, late lord chief justice of 
the common pleas, and now lord high chancellor of England, 
in defending and supporting the rights and liberties of their 
felTow-subjects in general,'^ " to transmit to posterity their 
grateful sentiments of the inflexible integrity, and conspicu- 
ous abilities of these shining ornaments of their country, and 
as a monument of their virtue'' and *' a lasting testimony of 
the. gratitude of the freemen of Maryland/' unanimously 
decreed, that a laaible statue of Chatham should be erected 
in the city of Annapolis, and i portrait of Lord Camden, 
by some eminent hand, placed in the provincial court: — a 
refinement of compliment werthy of the eminent men who 
led the proceedings in that day. They, also, directed their 
Hgent in London, Mr. Garth, to tender their most sincere 
acknowledgments. to the Earl of Chesterfield, Lord ^hel- 
burne; secretary Conway, Gen. Howard, Col. Barre, Sir 
Qeorge Saville, Alderman Beckford, and all other members 
of the lords or commons, who had '* acted the like glorious 
part of defending, through principle, -the just rights of the 
colonists."* Messrs. Ringgold, T. Johnson, Wolstenholme, 
Hall, Grahame, Hanson, Murdock and Chase, were directed 
* Votes and Proceedingt, Nov. 1766, p. 186. 
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to draw up and report a bill, to carry the resolution into 
effect. It passed the lower house ; but, as it assumed, as 
did every act of that unyielding body, that the right of 
originating money bills was vested in the delegates alone, 
the governor and council jrejected it; offering, however, to 
agree to it provided'the house would abandon their position. 
The act of gratitude, therefore, failed : but its failure, even, 
was honorable to the sturdy independence of the House, 
whilst the resolutions, recorded upon its Journal, have trans- 
mitted to posterity, better than chiseled marble or glowing 
canvass, thciir' gratitude to the great men who- had aided 
them in their successful , struggle. Thus ended the st^mp 
act, in a victory, glorious to the people, tending to unite 
them more strongly together, and proving their strength* 
thus united, against the schemes and machinations of op- 
pression. It prepared them to resist the next invasioa of 
their rights with even greater energy.*^ 

The English government, even in the moment 
of defeat, still olung to the idea of raising a reve- 
nue from the colonies. It goaded their pride to yield ; yet, 
they determined to proceed hereailer in a more cautious 
manner. Townshend declared, in parliament, in 1767, that, 
'^Ae knew how to raise a revenue from the colonies without 
giviifg them offence ;*' and his opponents^ vvho had origi- 
nated the stamp act, replied^ with a taunt; "you dare. not 
tax America." And the tax was determined on. On the 
2d of July, 1767, an act was passed by parliament, laiying 
a duty upon tea, paints, glas^ and paper, imported into the 
colonies, under the spei&ious '{pretence of regulating com- 
merce. But Townshend was not more fortunate than 
Grenville. The old spirit of resistance again broke out. 
the press teemed with appeals to the public ; and the colo- 
nists were soon prepared to meet it, as they had met the 
stamp tax. Massachusetts took ^he lead once more ; and, 
• McMahoD, Sa0^-^d4. 
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having fraxfied a ^petition to the crown, addressed a second 
circular to the 'sister colonies^ advising them to adopt simi- 
lar measures* 

The legislature of Maryland did not assemble until the 
24th of May, 1768, but public opinion had already settled 
their course. * The British government finding that (he 
spirit* of resistance was ar6used, had ordered the various 
governors to prorogue, the Assemblies of their provinces, if 
they manifested any disposition to unite in measures of 
opposition, hoping thereby to disable the patriots and re- 
duce their strength. ^ But the Assembly of Maryland was 
too wary to be thus circumvented. The patriots prepared 
their measures in advance. They, then, took into consid- 
eration the Massachusetts circular, and appointed a com- 
mittee to draft a petition to the king. Immediately, the 
message of the governor was presented, and they were 
warned that th^y would be prorogued, if they persisted. 
Without reply or delay, they instantly adopted the petition, 
passed a series of resolutions, • which they had already 
framed; and, having successfully taken every step the occa- 
sion demanded, drew up a sharp reply to the governor, 
stating their readiness to be prorogued. This message was 
borne to the governor by Robert Lloyd, the speaker of the 
House, Attended by all the members in procession. They 
were accordingly dissolved.* 

This spirited body contained among its members, many 
of those distinguished patriots, who bOre honorable share 
in the revolution, ih the council chamber or the battle field. 
Thomas Johnson, William Paca, Samuel Chase, Matthew 
Tilghman, Thomas Cockey Dye, Francis Ware and William 
Smallwood, sat in the House, besides many others of less 
note. Gen. Smallwood's military, tendencies seem already 
known, for he was appointed with Messrs. War&, l^umell, 
Grifiith and Cresap,'the "Indian fighter*^ of western Mary- 
* Votes and Proceedings, 1768. 
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Und, on a committee to ' inspect the state arms. Their 
report displays the poverty of the magazine: there were 
785 muskets, old and new ; 420 bayonets, 262 swords, B5 
pistols; 47 pikes, 2 halberts, 97 kegs of shot and musket 
ball, $0i barrels of powder, and fifteen pieces of cannon.^ 
Non-import*- ^^^ colonists wcrc not yet prlBpared for an 
UoDMcieUet. appeal to arms. It was necessary that every 
^ peaceful means of redress should be exhausted ; and, hav- 
ing tried petition and remonstrance, they determined to 
resort once more to ''Non-importation" which had been 
introduced' in the d^ys of the stitop act. It was first 
revived in Boston, but was not generally adopted until ail 
hope of redress from parliament was abandoned. At an 
early period of the struggle, county associations had been 
formed in Maryland ; for the purpose of united action, it 
was now deemed expedient to embody them together. On 
the 9th of May, 1769, solicited by the people of the coun- 
ties, several merchants of Annapolis, Messrs. Dick and 
Stewart, McCubbin, Wallace, and W. Stewart, addressed a 
circular to the people, calling a general meeting at that city, 
for the purpose of consulting on the«most effectual means of 
promoting frugality and lessening the future importation of ' 
goods from Great Britain. On the 20th of June, the people 
assembled at beat of drum, and entered into articles of non- 
importation of British superfluities, for promoting frugality, 
I economy, anfl the use of American manufactures; and una- 
nimously pledged themselves, individually, to sustain these 
purposes, and to hunt out and punish all infractions of the 
pledge. ^ To extend the operations of the association, twelve 
printed copies of the resolutions were sent to each county, 
that they might be signed by the whole ]>eople. 

In the beginning of the ensuing year, the spirit of the 
associators was put to the test. '^ The Good Intent," a Brit- 
isli bark, arrived in the harbor of Annapolis, with a targo of 
* Totes and ProcecidiDgs, 1768. 
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the obnoxious articles; ' A meeting of the associators was 
immediately called, a committee of three appointed to exr 
amine the case, and upon their report, it was resolved that 
the goods should 'not be landed : and the brig \^as com- 
pelled to return to London with her whole cargo.* Nor 
vfaa this the only instance ; and,, long before the destruction, 
of tea in fiostOQ harbor by disguised men, the patriots of 
Maryland, calmly, openly, and in the presence of the gov- 
ernor and the provincial officers, discussed and set at defi- 
ance this obnoxious act, aqd, more effectually, though 
more peacefully, prevented its execution. When other 
measures were required they were not found wanting, to 
execute them, as boldly and as openly as they had ever 
done. They sought no disguises. This calm but deter- 
mined opposition brought the English merchants to their 
senses ; and they resolved to send no moi^ prohibited goods 
to Maryland. Yet, while this province was thus firmly vin- 
dicating its rights, the other colonies began to fall away 
from their duty. 

The Englbh ministry, alarmed at the unbroken front of 
opposition, promised, in an address to the colonies, the 
repeal of the duty on all articles except tea, which accord- 
ingly took place on the 17th of April, 1770 : and the New 
Yorkers, yielding to that spirit of money getting, which has 
since made their city the commercial emporium of the con- 
tinenti immediately began to desert their association. Phi- 
ladelphia followed: and several merchants c^ Baltimore 
resolved that they woiild import the articles, now released 
from duty, aod requested the general convention of the 
associators of Maryland to consider the matter. Delegates 
firom all the counties, in consequence, met at Annapplis, 
bat &r from yielding their assent to the proposition, de- 
nounced it and its authors, and declared that they, would 
bold no eommuniiuition with them if they persisted in their 

• AddsIs of AnoapoUi. ' - • ^ 
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intention. Thas while the people of the citiea led the wt j 
to secession, those of the counties remained firm. They 
had already proclaimed the merchants of New York 'aud 
Philadelphia, faithless to their pledge and traitors to the 
cause : they would not yield to the solicitations of those of 
Baltimore. Patriotism, too often venal and interested in 
cities, flourishes most vigorously in the pure air of the 
country. At last Boston gave up the system ; and the so- 
cieties of Maryland began to despond. Yet they did not 
abandon their pledge, and if for a time they seemed to 
slumber, it was because more absorbing and more direct 
questions arose. 

The Proeiv- '^^^ public officers of tho'province had always 
matioa and been compensated by fees for each service per- 
. Mtryaet formed, instead of regular salaries. It is so still 
to a very great extent. These Aes were fixed by the legis* 
lature from year to year, and were rated in tobacco, payable 
either in that article, or in money, at a fixed valuation 
per pound. The profits of some officers had become enor* 
mous. Mr. McMahon estimates the annual receipts of the 
secretary of the colony at $4,376 ; of the judges of the land 
office at $6,876 ; and of the commissary's o^ce, at $3,923.* 
The governor of Maryland, of late years only received a 
salary of $4,200, which the legislature recently reduced to 
$2000, at the demand of the people. It is not jstrange, 
therefore, that, at that early day, the people became restless 
at these exactions. But there was another burden, whjch, 
now no longer exists ; the clergy of the Episcopal church, 
were supported by tithes, levied on aH the taxables in each 
parish. By the act of 1702, passed at aii Assembly, which aa 
it was now contended, was improperly convened, the rate 
had been fixed at forty pounds of tobacco per bead ; subse- 
quently, by the act of 1763, it was lowered to thirty pounds : 
and yet, even then, So large were the proceeds, that as an ex- 
* McMahon, S8& 
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ample, the income of the parish of All Saints, in Frederick, 
amounted to one thousand pounds steriing, or nearly five 
thousand dollars a year. These fees and tithes were col- 
lected by the sheriff by process of execution, if not volun- 
tarily paid.*^ 

In the general spirit of opposition to unjust burdens and 
abuses which had arisen, these two did not escape : and the 
legislature, in 1770, when the acts authorizing these im- 
positions had expired, took up the question and endeavored 
to diminish the amount of the fees and obtain other reforms. 
But the persons, most directly interested and holding the 
most profitable offices — ^Daniel Dulany, secretary, Walter 
Dulany, commissary general, Calvert and Stewart of the 
land office, sat in the council or upper house, and resisted 
every attempt to infringe upon their profits. From this 
moment,*Daniel Dulany, and his compeers, became arrayed 
against the patriots. Interest proved stronger than public 
spirit: and the popular champion during the stamp tax 
struggle, became the defender of Proprietary rights and 
royal privileges, during the subsequent contests. After an 
ineffectual attempt to arrange the affair, the House, having 
ordered the arrest of the clerk of the land office for taking 
iUegal fees, was prorogued by Governor Eden. There was 
now no law in existence- for the collection of officers' fees, 
and that for the rating of tithes had also expired. For the 
clergy, it was contended that the act of 1702 was revived, 
by the expiration of that of 1763, and they, immediately 
proceeded to collect their tithes, at the rate of 40 pounds 
of tobacco per titheable instead of thirty : while, for the 
protection of the officers, who, with the established clergy, 
formed the main stay of the royalist party, the governor, 
on the 26th of November, issued a proclamation fixing the 
old rates of fees, and requiring the officers to receive the 
amount in ihoney if tendered.! 

* McMahoD, 898. f Ibid. 899. 
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The people of Maryland had never yet submitted to an 
arbitrary exercise of power, and the proclamation at once 
woke up all the fire of " the Sons of Liberty/' ParttM 
were formed — ^for soiiie were found venal enough to, arraf 
themselves on the side of patronage and authority-— *the 
officers and the established clergy, and their adherents, ral- 
lied around the governor, against the body of the people, 
headed by the almost unbroken front of the lawyers of 
Maryland. Yet one of those, wJio should have maintained 
the honor of his profession, as a sentinel upon the watch- 
tower of liberty — Daniel Dulany — Was found enrolled upon 
the side of privilege. He held the most lucrative of those 
offices, which the people sought to- reform. As in former 
controversies public opinion was appealed to in every 
mode ; by popular addresses, pamphlets, and discussions 
in the columns of the Maryland Gazette. Am'jd these, 
arose a young man, spirited, wealthy and highly educated, 
who threw himself headlong into the struggle ; and, grow- 
ing with its trials, became renowned in its darkest hours, 
and honored and cherished in its glorious success. 
ChariM ctr- Charles Carroll of CarroUton, was descended 
rouaadDu- from a family, which bad settled in the province 
iei Dulany. jj^fo^g ^^ Protestant revolution. He was bom 
in 1737, at the city of Annapolis, and at eight years of age 
sent to France to be educated. At the age of twenty he 
commenced the study of the law, in London. He returned 
to Maryland in 1764, just in time to enter heart and soul 
into the strife, which his countrymen were waging against 
tyranny. He had struggled against the stamp tax ; he now 
took his place again, by the aide of his brethren, in the 
opening c(mtest against parliament. With Daniel Dulany 
himself, he grappled: and the controversy was the most 
n<arked of that day. It was carried on under the names of 
the "First Citizen!* and "wfnMbfi." His articles were 
able and eloquent, as able and eloquent as those of his great 
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and learned opponent, who had long stood^ the leading 
mind of Maryland: and they were more effective. He 
conquered, "for he fought on the side of liberty. What mat* 
tered it CO him that a thousand petty assailants sprang' up. 
against him, and heaped upon him the name of ** Papist," 
"Jesuit," and every opprobrious epithet of bigotry; and 
taunted him ^ith that, which if not his glory was their 
shame — " tliat he was a disfranchised man and could not 
even vote at ah election."* With enlightened men such 
assaults must ever fkil, as they did then fail. He triumphed 
with the people ; he lived to see them free, and great, and 
prosperous: he survived, the last of the noble band of sign* 
ers, a relic of the great past, among the young generations, 
'which sprang up around him ; and when he passed away to 
the sleep of peace, the tears, not alone of Maryland, but of 
the whole union flowed for him. 

The elections came on in the midst of this controversy, 
and they were made to turn upon it. They resulted in the 
complete success of the popular party. Every where they 
prevailed ; and, every where, the people acknowledged their 
gratitude to their able champion. They could not select 
him as a delegate, for though the defender of their liberty, 
he was himself doubly enthralled ; but, solemnly instructed 
by public meetings, held in Frederick, Baltimore and An- 
napolis, the delegates elect formally presented to the " First 
Citizen," the thanks of the people. 
The Procto- ^^^ ^^^ Assembly, in 1771, had petitioned 

matioa. against the arbitrary exercise of power ; they had 
argued and remonstrated in vain. The measure was per- 
sisted in. Now, the people determined to give additional 
weight to the proceedings of the new house, by a bold 
manifestation of their indignant feelings. Upon the closing 
of the polls at Annapolis, the popular candidates, Messrs.. 
Paca and Hammond, were declared elected ; and the people 
*' M^Mahon, 891. 
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set about celebrating their victory. They marched in pro 
cession to the galiowsj preceded by two flags, on one of 
which was inscribed, *' Uhtfiy*^ and on the other, *' no 
proclamation,** with the representatives elect, between them ; 
then followed a sexton and a clerk, a coffin containing a 
copy of the proclamation cut out of one of Mr. Dulany's 
articles in its defence, — and muffled drums and fifes, play- 
ing the dead march, and a large concourse of people from 
town and country, with six pieces of cannon, significantly 
bringing up the rear. The coffin, with its contents, the 
obnoxious proclamation, was suspended from the gallows, 
then cut down and buried, amidst loud shouts and dis- 
charges of minute guns, whose sound swept ominously to 
the government house and its defeated adherents. On the 
coffin was inscribed the following meaning words : 

" The proclamatioD, the child of folly and oppreMion, born the 
26th of November, 1770, departed this life 14th of May, 1773, 
and buried on the same day, by the Freemen of Annapolis."* 

The veatry Similar was the feeling evinced throughout the 
^^' state, when the result of the elections was an- 
nounced. It might have warned a government not devoted 
to ruin. The clergy of the established church, blinded by 
interest, still insisted upon their arbitrary claims ; the people 
resisted, and they had recourse to the courts to sustain their 
exactions. But the lower courts, in many instances, de- 
cided against them. This controversy had now lasted three 
years, and thrown the colony into commotion, unsettling the 
course of its laws, and interrupting public business. The 
whole tobacco inspection system was destroyed, and affairs 
could no longer remain in such a condition. At length 
a compromise of several of the subjects of dispute was 
effected, and the rest were merged and forgotten in a new 
and more exciting contest. 

* McMahon, 886-7. 
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The tax upon, tea had not yet been repeal- i^vivrt of 
ed, and, although the non-importation societies **>^«**«>«^ 
for a time declined in their vigor, so constant was the 
opposition of the people, and so obnoxious had the use of 
that article become, that it ceased to be imported, and 
, targe quantities accumulated in the warehouses of the East 
India Company, in England/ The British government de- 
termined to make a last effort to subdue the colonies ; and, 
to enlist the interests of the company in their project, 
ofibred it a drawback of the amount paid in duty. Thus 
the price of tea in the colonies would not be increased by 
the duty : — and, in that aspect, the submission to it would 
have been merely nominal. But a principle was at issue, 
and the people would not submit. The East India Com- 
pany, however, eagerly accepted the offer, and vessels load- 
ed with **the detestable weed,** as the colonists termed it, 
were sent to Charleston, Philadelphia, New York and 
Boston. At Charleston the tea was landed, but the agents 
dared not expose it for sale : the vessels destined for New 
York and Philadelphia were compelled to return to England 
without landing their cargoes. At Boston a more deter- 
mined effort was made ; and, sustained by a strong body 
of troops, the royal governor resolved to carry the measure 
into effect. But the patriots, by a bold and sudden stroke, 
came off victorious. Disguised as Indians, a party entered 
the ships, broke open the chests and threw the tea over- 
board. This spirited measure / called down upon Boston 
the vengeance of the government: in March, 1774, she 
was deprived of her privileges as a port of entry and dis* 
charge, and steps were taken to strip the. people of Massa- 
chusetts of a portion of their liberties. The only effect of 
these measures was more completely to arouse the colonies. 

The people of Maryland were not wanting in i^eOoavui. 
this crisis ; a general convention was called for — ^°* 
public meetings were at once held in all the counties; and 
15* 
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delegates chosen, who met at Annapolis on the 22d of June, 
1774. The resolutions of this distinguished body breathed a 
spirit of the most determined opposition to the tyranny of 
England. They proposed an absolute cessation of inter- 
course with the mother country, directed subscriptions to be 
made for the relief of. the Bostonians, and, having named 
Matthew Tilghman, Thomas Johnson, Robert Goldsborough, 
William Paca and Samuel Chase, delegates to the general 
congress, declared that the province would break off all 
trade or dealing with any colony, province or town, that 
refused to come into the common league. 

Nor was it long before the firmness of the non-importa- 
tion associalors was tried : and if the tea party of Boston 
has been thought worthy of renown, the tea burning at 
Annapolis— open and undisguised, surpassing the former 
in every respect, should not be forgotten. 

In August, 1774, the brigantine " Mary and Jane," Capt. 
George Chapman, master^ arrived in the St Mary's river 
with several packages of tea on board, consigned to mer- 
chants in Georgetown and Bladensburg. The committee 
of Charles county immediately summoned the roaster before 
them, and desired Mr. Findlay, one of the consignees also 
to appear. The explanatioas and submission of these gen- 
tlemen were declared satisfactory; and, as the duty had 
not been paid, they were discharged upon the pledge that 
the teas should not be landed but should be sent back in 
the brig to London. The committee of Frederick county 
pursued a similar course with the consignees at George- 
town.* But a more serious infringement of the rules of 
the '* association" soon occupied public attention. 

On the 14th of October, the brig Peggy Stewart arrived 

at Annapolis, having in its cargo a few packages of tea 

consigned to Thomas Williams and Company. The duty 

was paid by Mr. Anthony Stewart, the owner of the vessel. 

* American Archives, 4th series, vol. 1, pp. 708-& 
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This BubmissioB to the oppressive eDacttnent of parlia- 
ment, called forth the deepest feeling. A public meeting 
was held : the owner of the vessel and the Messrs. Wil- 
liams, the consignees, in the most humble manner, apolo- 
gized for their offence, and consented to the burning of 
the tea. But the people were determined to exact a more 
signal vindication of theii" rights : the easy compliance of 
Bd[r. Stewart with the act, had aroused their anger, and 
threats wei^e poured out against his vessel and himself. 
Alarmed at the impending danger, Mr. Stewart, by the ad- 
vice of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, to soothe the violence 
of the people and make amends for his fault, offered to 
destroy the vessel with his own hand. The proposition 
was accepted : and whilst the people gathered in crowds 
upon the shore to witness its cons%imation, Mr. Stewart, 
accompanied by the consignees, went on board the brig, 
ran her aground on Windmill Point, and set fire to her in 
presence of the multitude. So obnoxious had tea become, 
that, wherever it was discovered, its owners were forced to 
destroy it. Two months later, the people of that portion 
of Frederick, which is now embraced in Washington 
county, having met at Hagerstown, compelled one John 
Parks to walk bareheaded, holding lighted torches in his 
hands, and set fire to a chest of tea which he had delivered 
up, and '' which was consumed amid the acclamations of a 
numerous body of people." The committee voted that no 
intercourse should be held with Parks; and the people, 
to complete his punishment for having concealed ''the 
detestable weed," assailed and sacked his dwelling. Simi- 
lar evidences of popular determination were manifested 
throughout the colony, and while they tended to exasperate 
the royalists, their success gave new spirit to the patriots.* 
The anxiously expected congress assembled on the fifth 
of September, 1774. It issued a manifesto setting forth 
^ Annals of Annaplis. 
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the rights and grievances of the colonies, and proposing, 
as a measure of retaliation, a very extensive scheme of non- 
importation of British goods. On its adjournment, the 
> Maryland Convention was again assembled, on the 21st of 
November, and having unanimously approved of the pro- 
ceedings of the congress, adjourned over to the 8th of 
December, to give time to the counties not yet represented 
to send in their delegates. With their organization on that 
day, closed in fact the power and dominion of the last Pro- 
prietary of Maryland. 

TiMiutPit^ The people of the colony had always loved and 
Frieuiy. severed the family of the. founder of the province, 
and under the government of his descendants, had enjoyed 
a large liberty and a constantly increasing prosperity. They 
ever, bore testimony in favor of their kind and paternal rule. 
It seemed as if Providence, when the great struggle for 
liberty and independence was approaching, had interposed 
to sever that link, which might have bound them (o England 
and served to lessen their ardor in the common cause. In 
1758, Frederick, last of the lords Baltimore, became a 
widower, by the death of his wUe, Diana, daughter of the 
duke of Bridge water; he never married again, but, after hav- 
ing led a dissolute and degraded life, died in Italy- in 1771, 
at the age of forty. Having no legitimate children, he de- • 
vised the province to his natural son, Henry Harford, Esq. 
The title of Lord Baltimore, could not descend to him, and 
thus, the name of the founders of the colon'y passed from 
their descendants, just as their rule over it was about to 
cease. Although the people might have clung with affec- 
tion to the memory of the old lords Baltimore', a Proprietary, 
who was an alien in name, and a bastard by birth, could 
only increase their discontent, and make them seek more 
eagerly for independence from his rule. As Henry Har- 
ford, was the last Proprietary, his representative, Robert 
Eden waa the last English governor of Maryland. He re- 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OJP MARYLAND. 



177 



mained in the colony long afler his authority had passed 
from him to the people. In the month of June, 1776, by 
permission of the committee of safety, he embarked on. 
board the British sloop of war, Fowey, and joined Lord 
Danmore, the late governor of Virginia, in the bay. On 
teaching England, he was knighted for His services. Ader 
the close of the war, the late Proprietary and his governor, 
returned toj^ether into the State, where the latter died, not 
long aAer, near the city of Annapolis. 
Betiipspect. A period of one hundred and forty years had 
passed, since the two hundred pilgrims,* under Leonard Cal- 
vert, landed on the wild shores of the little river-island, at 
the southern extreme of the province. ' Their descendants 
had already extended themselves to its northern boundary, 
covered its eastern shore with wealth and civilization, cross- 
ed the Blue Ridge, filling its rich valleys with a bold and 
hardy population, and planted themselves upon the sides 
of the Alleghanjes. On its bays and rivers floated, already, 
the fleets of a growing commerce, while its towns waited 
but the impulse of independence to spring up into populous 
cities. Although devoted to agriculture, the people turned 
their attention to the mineral wealth of their soil, and the 
forge and the furnace were already actively at work, while 
other manufiictures needed only a fostering hand, or the 
call of necessity, to be successfully established. 

In 1634, the colony stood under its charter the heritage 
of "the absolute lord Proprietary," with an aristocratic 
government, overshadowing the sleeping germ of its demo« 
cracy: in 1774, the power of the lord Proprietary, with that 
of the British crown, was verging to its fall, and the pro- 
vince was governed by a sovereign convention of the people. 
Many struggles, and not a few revolutions had aided in 
bringing about this change: and in all there was progress, 
save in regard to religious liberty ,^-even in that, thei^ was 
the silent preparation for a step which was to place it on a 

Z 
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higher and broader platform than it had ever occupied 
before. The age, which isaw the foundation of Maryland, 
was a persecuting age. A fanatical zeal had oyerspread 
the world, and whenever men had the power, they seemed 
to consider it a solemn duty, to pro|>agate their creeds, 
whatsoever they might be, even by fire and sword. They 
forgot that, it is only the offering of the willing |ieart that is 
acceptable to God. Persecution can only make martyrs or 
hypocrites* The Catholic persecuted the Protestant; and 
the Protestant persecuted the ' Catholic and his fellow Pro- 
testants who dissented with him. A different and more en* 
lightened feeling pervades the present generation : but it is 
by that of the past, that the early settlers of Maryland must 
be judged. Until the year 1649, there were no restrictions, 
no penalties upon any Christian belief. When religious 
dissensions began to creep into the colony, the act of 1649 
was pasjied — and it is not strange that it adopted some of 
the feeling that pervaded the rest of the world. While, the 
men of that day, Protestants and Catholics, were desirous 
of assuring to all ''professing to believe in Jesus Christ," 
full and equal rights; they did not dream of extending 
them to those, who denied the articles, which all denomina* 
tions agreed^ in considering the requisites and the common 
ground of Christmnity. " Blasphemy against God, denying 
our Saviour Jesus Christ to be the son of God, or denying 
the Holy Trinity, or the godhead of any of the three 
persons" thereof, they considered great crimes, for which 
they prescribed *' the punishment of death and the confis- 
cation of lands and goods to the lord Proprietary. Blas- 
phemy is even now deemed an offence against the laws ; 
and although, the puUic denial of the divinity of the Saviour 
and of the Trinity, may have been viewed in that light, 
the ferocity of the punishment prescribed for it is so .much 
at variance wkh the mild character of the Proprietary, and 
the liberality of the early settlers, that it is difficult to 
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account f^r its existence. To all Christians, equal rights 
and privileges were extended : and this, measured by the 
sentiments of that age, is no slight glory. In the revolution 
of 'BS, this toleration -was . overthrown, as it had been sus- 
pended during the days of the commonwealth, but its gra- 
dual extension to all dissenters fjrom the established church, 
as the political excitement of that period passed away, 
prepared the people for the more enlarged equality which 
4awned like a brilliant morn upon the opening revolution 
of 1776. Still however, the Jew remained enthralled until 
a much later period.* * 

Thus stood the colony, in this crisis, possessing the 
germa of great resources, agricuHural, commercial and ma- 
nufacturing, with a people liberalized in their sentiments^ 
proud of the liberties which (bey had acquired, prepared to 
extend them, and ready to maintain them with their blood. 
P 1824-^. 
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THE REVOLUTION* 



AS with one accord, the patriots of Maryland, at the call 
of the cohveotion, hastened to bury all private animosities, 
all local differences, all religious disputes, all memory of 
past persecution ; to wash out all invidious distinctions, to 
equalize all rights, and " in the name of Grod, their country 
and posterity, to unite in defence of the common rights and 
liberties."* The Catholic was once more enfranchised in 
the land which his forefathers had founded, through the 
power of a public opinion, awakened by community of 
suffering and of interest. In vain (he tory bigot warned 
the people, and endeavored to excite divisions by the cry 
of " Church in danger." The attempt to persecute onjy 
warmed the sympathies. of the people: and Charles Carroll 
of CarrolUon, the great representative of his felh>w religion- 
ists, and already an acknowledged leader of the patriots, 
sat in the convention, as the delegate of a Protestant con- 
stituency, and bore an honorable share in its proceedings. 
The dominion of the British crown and the rule of intoler- 
ance, in Maryland, sunk under the same blows and per- 
ished together, never more to be revived. • 

On the 8th of December, 1T74, the convention again as- 
sembled, and proceeded at once to make preparations for 
an armed resistance to the power of England. 'And now 
was presented the singular spectacle of two governments 
over the same people ; the old, silent and powerless, and 
yet possessing all the machinery of power and the will 
to exert it; the new, Exercising an irresistible authority 
180 ^ Maryland Conv«ntioiis, p. 10. 
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throughout the colonjr,j>6acefttlly and without direct con- 
trayention of law controlling even the business of the people, 
overlaying and rendering useless the old, and, by common 
consent,- sWayiiig a complete and entire supremacy. - The 
convention itself was the general legislative and executive 
body, and its res6lves and recommendations were received 
by the people as' laws, and carried into eflfpct through the 
county committees of safety, vigilance and correspondence. 
AU who refused .to submit to these decrees, were summoned 
before them, and Che judgment of the committees upon 
them published :— from that moment the offenders became 
the mark of public scorn and contempt. The connection 
of the province with otheir colonies, was preserved through 
the delegates sent to the national congress, and through 
the general conrejsponding committee. This simple ma- 
chinery, rendered effective by public opinion^ which in a 
free land alone gives strength to laws, was all-powerful. It 
formed the first transition' step firom the old establishment 
to the present system. 

. Having thus provided for the exercise of their authority, 
the convention proceeded to resolve, that if the crown at* 
tempted to carry out by force the measures against Massa- 
chusetts, Maryland ^ould assist her to the last extremity. 
To give earnest of their sincerity, they ordered that all the 
males in the colony, from sixteen to iifly years of age, should 
be enrolled and organized into companies, and armed, 
equipped, and drilled, ready for instant service : and that 
an assessment of ten thousand pounds* should be levied on 

* The propottion assigned to the coanties is a matter of interest, at 
showing their relative wealth and population at that period., 
8UMmj% jBeOO Baltimore, £93S Talbot, ' £400 

Harford, 

Worcester, 

Somerset, 

Dorchester, 

Caroline, 



800 



Charles, 

Calvert, 866 

Prince George's, 883 
Anne Anmdel, 866 
Frederick, 18SS 

16 



688 
688 
480 
868 



Queen Anneli, 688 
Kent, 666 

Cecil, 400 



£10,000 
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the counties^ in proportion "to their population, to be ex- 
pended ia the purchase of arms and ajnmunition, under the 
charge of the county committees. Matthew Tilghman, 
John Hall, Samuel Chase, Thomas Johnson, Jr., Charles 
Carroll of Carrollton, Charles CarroJl, barrister, and William 
Paca, were appointed corresponding committee for the 
colony, and Messrs. Tilghman, Johnson, Robert Grolds- 
borough, Paca, Chase, Hall- and Thomas Stone, delegates 
to. congress. Then, having called on their sister colonies 
to prepare for the general defence, and besought all men to 
enter with united hearts and hands into the approaching 
struggle,, the convention adjourned on the 12th -of Decem- 
ber to meet again ut Annapolis on the 24th of April, 1775.* 

The resolves of the convention were immediately carried 
out ; old and young enrolled with the greatest enthusiasm, 
and money, arms, and ammunition, were every where eoU 
lected to meet the approaching crisis. Maryland was gird- 
ing herself for the struggle. It broke out in open conflict, 
just before the meeting of the convention. 

On the 19th of April, 1775, the first blood, shed in the 
revolutionary war, was poured out on the field of I*exing- 
toa : and the result of the contest between provincial valor 
and patriotism, and British skill and discipline, served only 
to rouse the whole people more fully. Lexington and 
Concord will ever be remembered, as the opening of that 
long and perilous struggle, which resulted in the indepen- 
dence of the United States. The British government, find- 
ing every attempt to^ compel subpiissioo' to their arbitrary 
enactments had fkiled, in the fall and winter of the pre- 
ceding year, gathered a strong ibrc^e at Boston and cut 
off all communication between that city and the country. 
This step only hastened the preparations of the patriots, 
instead of overawing them. Magazines of arms and am-^ 
munition were collected, and minute men enrolled, and the 
* Co&ventioDBofMaiyland. 
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country put in such a state of defence, that at a iJnonieBt's 
warning, the militia swarmed together in thousands. 

In the midst of thi? excitement General Gage, who com« 
manded the Sritish troops^ sent a detachment to destroy 
the provincial magazines at Concord and Lexington. At 
Lexington, warned in spite of the precautions, of the enemyi 
about seventy minute men hurriedly assembled to make 
resistance. As the British approached, Major Pitcairn, who 
led their van gallopped up, calling out, "disperse, rebels!" 
The soldiers H the same time charged, firing a volley upon 
their half anned opponents, and the militia dispersed, leaving 
on the ground, eight men killed and iseven wounded. Im- 
mediately the news spread abroad, and before the British 
had finished their work of destruction at Concord, their 
advanced parties were driven in'; and from Concord to 
Lexington a continuous fire poured upon them from every 
fence and cover. Worn down and exhausted, they reached 
Lexington, where they were joined by a strong reinforce- 
ment with cannon. But no sooner had the march been 
recommenced, than the gallin'g fire of the provincials again 
opened upon them. The route of the retreating column 
was marked with slain. At length, they fouiid security 
under the guns of their ships ne^ir Bunker Hill, on the 
evening of the 19th of April — having lost in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners, two hundred and seventy-three men. The 
loss of the Americans did not exceed ninety. At each 
point where the skirmishing took place, the British gave the 
first fire, for the provincials remained upon the defensive, 
desirous not to violate the letter of the law. 

The first blood, shpd in the cause of liberty, aroused the 
land.* North and south went the news upon the wings 
of the wind ' day and night rode expresses from town to 
town, from committee to committee, sped OAward like the 

* The first nimors of the battle reached New York on the moniiiig 
of the 23d and were forwarded south. 
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• bended bow to arouse tbe country* A full account reach- 
ed New Tork on the 25th of April,, at 2, p. m. ;. Elizabeth. 
town, at aeren ; Woodbridge, at ten ; New Brunswick, at 
twelve o'clock, at night; Princeton, at three in the morning 
of the 26th ; Trenton, at half past six ; and Philadelphia, at 
twelve : Chester, at 4, p. ni. ; Newcastle, at nine ; Gristeen 
bridge, at tVwlve; the head of Elk, at 4, a. ni. of the 27th; 
Baltimore, at ten, p. ra.; and Annapolis^ next morning at 
half past nine o'clock.* And'onward, thence, the despatch 
of the blood-tidings went southward from town to town, 
endorsed by each committee, the time of its receipt and its 
departure, and the solemn order, ** night and day to be for- 
warded," until it had penetrated the farthest recesses of the 
colonies. From Massachusetts, through Rhode Island and 
Connecticut, through New York, New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania, through Maryland, Virginia, N. Carolina, and S. Ca- 
rolina, to Charleston^ it went in twenty days, from the 20th 
of April to the 10th of May, over the rough and difficult 
roads of that period. Each coipmittee on the main route 
made and retained copies of the. despatches and sent off 
others by express throughout the interior. By this admira- 
ble arrangement, the whqle land was bound together, intel- 
ligence conveyed, and a common system of action preserved. 
The war was now commenced^-nearly twenty thousand 
volunteers immediately assembled, about Boston : and the 
British troops were themselves besieged. • 

The convention of Maryland, after a session of four days 
in which it reappointed delegates to congress, had just ad- 
jour^ied, when the newa of these successful battles reached 
Annapolis. The province was too far fVom the scene of, 
conflict to take an immediate part in the struggle, and upon 
its own soil ttoi a single hostile foot was pressed, nor an 
enemy's sword unsheathed. The note of preparation went 
on. more busily. The -enrolments were hastened, minute 
* Americiin Arcliives, 1775, vol. 2, p. 866. &c. 
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Inen were raised ; there was no hesitation on the part of the 
great body of the people. Elsewhere, it was suggested by 
the timid that submission would ensure reconciliation. 
The city oi^New York, was still cold and undecided, and it 
was found necessary to march a body of Connecticut troops 
within striking distance, to overawe the tory tendencies of 
many of the. people. But in Maryland the people were 
long since prepared for the resort to arms'. 

On the seventh of June, the British attacked the provin- 
cials, and the memorable battle of Bunker's Hill was fought. 
Then hesitation ceased, and doubt every where gave place 
to certainty. Congress determined to carry on an offensive 
war: Boston was ordered to be invested; and General 
Washington, nominated before that body by Thomas John- 
sen of Maryland, x>n the 15th of June, 1775, was chosen 
commander in chief of the American forces.* 

In the midst of this e](citing period, on the 26th of July, 
the convention of Maryland again assembled, and their first 
step was to adopt the faoaous " Association of the Freemen 
of Maryland,'' which was subscribed to by all the patriots, 
and became the written constitution of the province, until 
the new system was framed in 177^. It approved of the 
proceedings of congress, and called on the people to sus- 
tain them ; required that forty companies of minute men 
should be raised; provided a complete military system; 
vested the executive power during the recess of the con- 
vention in a committee of safety^ eight of whom were se- 
lected from the eastern and eight from the western shore : 
and directed a large issue of paper money to defray all 
necessary expenses.' It also required the voters of the 
counties, to elect a committee of observation, who were 
to exercise a superintending power in their respective 
counties. 

To redeem their pledges to the common cause, the con« 
• Sparks, vol. 8, p. 480. 
16* Aa 
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ventioh and coimnitlee&« set about the formation of a regular 
force to be composed of a battalion, of which Col. Small- 
wood received command, and aeven independent compa- 
nies, numbering Ih all 1444 men— besides t^o companies of 
artillery and one o( marines.* By a resolution of congress 
passed on the 14th of June, 1775, two companies of rifle- 
men were called for from Maryland, which, with two to 
be raised in Virginia, and six in Pennsylvania, were to be* 
formed into one battalion, and marched by companies as 
soon as enlisted, to the camp, around Boston. The two 
Maryland companies were assigned to Frederick county, 
and the committee of that county, on the ^Ist of Jun.e, ap- 
pointed Michael Gresap captain, Thomas Warren, Joseph 
Cresap, jr., and Richard Davis lieutenants of the first com- 
pany, and Thomas Price, captain, Otho Holland Williams 
and John Ross Key lieutenants of the second. t These 
companies were soon filled with the hardy pioneers of 
western Maryland, and before the close of Jaly took up 
their march for the camp where they arrived in August. 
Capt. Gresap's numbered one hundred and thirty men, who 
were armed with tomahawks .and rifles, were ^painted- like 
Indians, and dressed in hunting shirts and moccasins. 
They exhibited their skill and daring in Frederick,, before 
they set out to the north, the most expert holding the target 
in their hands, for each other to shoot at.t By a subse- 
-quent resolve of congress, in 1776, six more companies 
were ordered to be raised, four by Virginia and two by 
Maryland, to be incorporated with the four companies pre- 
viously enlisted into a regiment, under the command of 
Gol. Stevenson of Virginia, Lieut.- Gol. Moses Rawlings, 
and Major Otho H. Williams of Maryland. 

Yet, impatient of the necessary delay in organizing these 
troops, numbers of young men hastened at their own 

* Convention Journals. Bee Appendix A. . 

\ Amer. Archives, 4th 8. voL 2, p. 1046. t Ibid. 9d vol. p. 2. 
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expense to join the camp before Boston, ua voltmteers. 
Among these was James Wilkinson j aflerwards a. major 
general in t(ie United States service. But there were other 
materials.of war of as pressing need as meni which required 
prompt measures to furnish and without which their quota 
of men would be useless. Indeed* the colonies entered in« 
to the war without supplier. The non-importation system 
had rendered them more destitute of 'the necessaries of 
either peace of war, than they had beeix at any prior period : 
and it was 'now found almost impossible to provide the 
hastily collected troop's with powder ^nd ballj or clothing. 
Throughout the war, the scarcity of these articles, and of 
the necessary hospital stores^ crippled the exertions of the 
patriots, and caused greater loss of life than even the sword 
. of the enemy. The arsenal at Annapolis was in an almost 
destitute condition, and the statesmen of Maryland per- 
ceived the necessity of providing at OBce if possible for a 
permanent supply of arms and ammunition, and military 
material. A sum of money was set apart by the convention 
for the manufacture of saltpetre for the public use ; and, to 
encourage a general production of this indispensable mate- 
rial, a bounty of two pence was offered for every pound 
of the rough article made in private factories. The policy 
of the convention immediately acted upon the people. 
Powder mills were also erected, especially in Frederick 
county, the manufacture of wool, flax, and hemp, encour- 
aged, and the making of gun barrels and all the munitions 
of war undertaken not from the hope of profit, but from the 
promptings of patriotism. But they were slil} very defi- 
cient in artillery, and it was thought that this want too 
could be supplied at home* They were not mistaken. 
Mr. Hughes, of Frederick county, contracted to supply the 
province with cannon ; congress wished to engage him to 
furnish the continental army also, but he was compelled to 
decline their proposals. 
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As yet Maryland had not eten been thieatened with ho0* 
tilities. Bat a period of real danger waa approaching, 
Dunmore, (he late royal governor of Virginia, having been 
driven from that colony, took refuge on board of some men 
of war in those waters, and commenced a series of depre- 
dations upon the counties bordering on the bay. He, at 
the same time, kept up his communications with the royal* 
ists in <hat colonyi and endeavored to extend his influence 
to Maryland. In July, 1775, John Gonolly of Lancaster Co., 
Pennsylvania, presented to his lordship a plan for raising an 
army in the western parts, and cutting off ail communica- 
tion between the northern and southern provinces. The 
scheme, as set forth in the records of the Frederick county 
committee of safety, certainly displayed no small degree of 
talent and skill in its projector, and would, but for its timely 
arrest by the vigilance of that committee, have been produc* 
tive of the most serious consequences. The disaffected on 
the western borders were to be enrolled, byuhe aid of larg^ 
bounties; the Indians were to be called in to their assistance: 
and the troops stationed at Detroit, with all the artillery and 
munitions of war from the tine of fortresses on the north 
west, were to form the nucleus of the army, which was to 
march suddenly on the defenceless frontier, cut its way to 
Alexandria, and, there, being joined by Lord Dunmore, 
fortify itself under the guns of his fleet, overawe the patriots, 
strengthen and confirm the royalists, and effectually cut 
off all communication between the north and south. Lord 
Dunmore appoving the plan, despatched ConoUy to Boston, 
with letters of introduction to Gen. Gage ; who having given 
his proposals a favorable consideration, sent him back to 
Virginia with instructions in pursuance of which, Dunmore 
in October, issued him " a commission of Lieut* Colonel 
commandant of the forces to be raised in the back parts 
and Canada, with power to nominate his subordinate offi* 
cers." Accompanied by Dr. John Smith of St Mary's 
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county, and 'Allen Cameron of Virginia, both natives of 
Scotland, whom he had enlisted in' his design, he succeeded 
in effecting- his passage throtigh the most dangeroas portion* 
of his route with safety, disseminating his evil principles on 
the way, and preparing for the accomplishment of his 
purpose. 

But an overruling Providence guarded the destinies of the 
land, and just as he was about to emerge 'from the hostile 
settlements to prosecute the remainder of his journey in 
security, he was arrested, with his conipanions, in the up- 
per part of Frederick county, and sent under guard to Pred- 
erick. where he was examined by the committee of. safety. 
A copy of his plan, a letter from Lord Dunmore to White 
Eyes, a Delaware chief, to secure his co-operation find a 
treasonable letter to a citizen of Virginia, were discovered 
upon his person. , Finding further disguise useless, he ad- 
mitted the charge against him, and, with his companions, 
was put in close confinement to await ihe action of the 
convention and congress, who were forthwith notified of 
the affair by Mr. Hanson, the chairman of the committee. 
Jn December, congress directed the prisoners to be for- 
warded to Phila.delphia, which was accordingly done under 
a guard of ten men, commanded by Dr. Adam Fisher. Dr. 
Smith succeeded in escaping during the night, but was re- 
taken :* and the prisoners were delivered safely in Philadel- 
phia. Connolly was af^erwards^exchanged, and reappeared 
at a late period in the prose<^tion of his old scheme. t 

Whilst thus endeavoring to organize a force on the west, 
Dunmore was actively at work disseminating the seeds of 
disaffection by his agents on the £a^ra Shore of Mary- 
land. . His partizans were partially successful, and raised 
several, companies of men pledged to support the royal 
cause if arms^ ammunition and a small additional force 

• Sparks, vol. 8, pp. 126-21^271. 

t Proce«diDg8 of the QommittM of safety of Fxederick. 
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should be furnished them. They even became-so bold as 
openly to tear off the black cockade which the patriots 
wore at their militia' trainings, to replace it with the red 
cockade, and to parade under officers of their own selection. 
A party under one of their fead^rs, in November, seized on 
a small crafl and sailed secretly to obtain the necessary 
supplies of ammunition : bpt before the malcontents could 
mature their plans, the committee of safety of the Eastern 
Shore, aided by the committees of Somerset and Worcester 
counties assembled a body of a thousand militia, crushed 
the attempt and secured the principal conspirators. 

Although defeated in these attempts. Dun more did not 
pause in his efforts. In January, 1776, he invaded Accomac 
and Northampton, the Virginia counties on the Eastern 
Shore. As soon, however) as the fact was known by the 
convention, then in session, three companies of minute 
men Were called out for two montlis^ from Kent; Queen 
Anne's and Dorchester, and ordered to march to the as- 
sistance of the inhabitants. Two of these only, under Capts. 
Kent and Henry, were in .a condition to march, the third, 
from Dorchester, possessed only ten .gun» fit for service, 
and was unable to procure a supply. The two companies 
that marched to Northampton, numbering one hundred and 
sixty-six men, were generally well armed, but many of Capt. 
Kent's men were without shoes.' They were received, by 
the people with public demonstrations of joy and continued 
on the station long after their orders had expired, in order 
to afford protection to the people.* 

Whilst Dunmore was thus threatening the Eastern Shore 
with his detachments, he bombarded Norfolk with the 
heavy vessels of his Heet. For the protection of 'the har- 
bors of Maryland from similar attempts, batteries were 
erected near Baltimore and Annapolis, and several mer- 
chant vessels were manned and armed as vessels of war. 
American Archives, 4tb s. vol. 4.^ConventlOQ8 of Maiylaod, p. 4/9. 
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In addition to . the batteriesi the entrance of the Basin at 
Baltimore was obstructed b^ three heavy chains of wrought 
iron stretched across its mouth, and by vessels sunk in the 
channel. The public records were removed for safe keep* 
ing from Annapolis to Upper Marlborough. These prepa- 
rations were not useless. Early in March, 1776| the Otter, 
British sloop of war, with two tenders, made her appearance 
in the bay, captured several small v.e^sels, and, after hover- . 
ing about Annapolis, anchored a few miles below Baltimore, 
with the intention of destroying (he State ship Defence, 
then liearly completed in that harbor. Capts^ih Nicholson, 
who commanded the Defence, determined to retake the 
prizes, and having hastily got his vessel ready^ and shipped 
a number of volunteers, with a portion of Capt. Smith's 
company as marines, bore down' upon the enemy, accom^ 
panied by several smaller vessels crowded with men. The 
morning was- hazy and the British were completely surpris- 
ed; the tenders escaped with difficulty, and all the prizes 
were recaptured, and manned and cleared for action. 

The Otter, intimidated, by the prompt action and formi- 
dable appearance of Nicholson's squadron, bore away for 
Annapolis. But finding this place equally well fortified, 
and a strong body of the newly organized regulars, as well 
as militia, assembled to protect the town and shipping, the 
Otter and her tenders dropped down the bay, without hav- 
ing won either booty or success;* The militia and inde- 
pendent companies, which had been put under marching 
orders, upon the first appearance of the enemy in the waters 
of Maryland, now followed them down the bay shores as 
fast as possible. Having plundered a simill island on the 
Eastern Shore, they made their appearance off Chariton 
creek in Northampton county, where the Maryland minute 
men were stationed. The tender entered the creek for the 
purpose of cuttiag out several schooners, one of which, 
* Annals of ADDapollt ; American Archives. 



Digitized by 



Google 



192 UISTORT OF. MARTI.AND. 

however, they ran aground, in endeavoring to carry out 
Capts. Kent and Henry, during the night threw up a small 
breastwork opposite the schooner to prevent, the captors 
from carrying her off; and early next morning the tender 
attempted to dislodge them. After a heavy fire of an hoar, 
the tender was compelled to sheer off, without her prize. 
. The enemy having withdrawn, Capts. Kent and Henry were 
ordered by the Maryland committee of safety to return to 
the province^ 

Congress looking to these maritime depredations, found 
it necessary to establish a continental navy, that the ex- 
pense of defending the sea coast might be equally borne by 
all, and not left to the few and scattered ships of the different 
colonies, incapable of concentrated effort and therefore 
useless as a means of co-operation with the army. On 
the $th of June, the gallant Nicholson received a com- 
mission in the new navy, and took command of the con- 
tinental frigate Virginia. Many other Marylanders also 
entered into the service, among whom none were more 
distinguished than Captain William Halleck and Joshua 
Barney, who had shared in the attack on New Providence. 
Early in the year, the first continental fleet sailed from 
Philadelphia, under Commodore Hopkins. The stars and 
stripes were hoisted off that city amidst the acclamations of 
thousands. The fleet consisted of five ships, fitted out at 
Philadelphia: the Columbus, of 36 guns and 9 swivels; the 
Cabot, of 32 guns; the Andrew Doria, the Providence, and 
the Fly, ranging from twenty-four to fourteen guns. At 
the Capes they were joined by the Hornet and the Wasp, 
firom Baltimore. Their destination was secret. 

In the midst of this state of actual hostilities, Mr. Eden 
still remained in the province, its ostensible governor, while 
the real supremacy was in the hands of the convention* 
His easy and. affable manners, the politic course he had 
adopted towards the patriots, and, more than all, his utter 
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want of power to hurt, had as. yet presetted him from the 
exi]^ which had been the fate of other provincial gOTemors. 
Heretofore, too, he had been apparently neutral in the 
contest ; but certain letters -from Lord Oermaine, of the 
English ministry, through Lord Dnnmore, approving his 
conduct and commanding him to hold himself in readi- 
ness to. assist the crOwn when occasion should present, 
having been intercepted by a Maryland cruize'r,^it was no 
longer deemed prudent to permit him to remain. General 
Charles Lee, then at Charlestown, into whose hands the 
letters were placed; immediately wrote to the committee of 
safety at Baltimore! advising that the person and papers of 
Mr. Eden should be at once secured. Mr. Purviance ap- 
plied to Major Gist,' who commanded the newly raised 
regulars of the Maryland line then at Baltimore, and Capt. 
SamuQl Smith's company was detached for that purpose. 
The committee of safety of Maryland, resented this pro- 
ceeding on the part of the military, summoned Capt. Smith 
before them, and, after reprimanding him, ordered him to 
return to Baltimore. At the same time; however, cornsid- 
ering the presence of Governor Eden no longer consistent 
with the safety of the colony, they gave him notice to 
, depart; which he did on the 24th of June, on board ^'the 
Fowey," despatched by Lord Bunmore to receive him. 
This . nobleman, who had already ravaged Virginia, now 
made his appearance in the Potomac and threatened Mary- 
land with his vengeance; and the convention found it 
necessary to order the militia to the coast, to out off his 
communicatiwi with the disaffected and to. protect .the in- 
habitants from plunder. At the same time, they earnestly 
set about organizing their portion of the flying camp, which 
congress had called for from the middle colonies. The 
quota to be furnished by Maryland, was three thousand 
four hundred and five men, to serve until I)ecember, unless 
sooner discharged by congress,' under whose control they 
17 Bb . 
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were placed.* But a pelriod was mow at hand in whieh all 
minor notea of preparation wete absorbed in that great and 
final step/ the Declaiultion of Independence. 
TheDvciam. ^^^ * ^°^^ ^^ people had Still looked forward 
tionofimto. to a reconciliation and an adjustment of their 
pen ence. yightSj and, while they resisted arbitrary exactions, 
always professed their readiness to submit to due authority. 
But their feelings towards Great Britain were rapidly under- 
going a change. The war^ which had been commenced 
against the measures of the ministry, arrayed itself against 
the claims of the crowm The tyranny of the king absolved 
the allegiance of the people. The battles fought during 
ihe past year, the yictories obtained, and the sufTi^ings so 
patiently endured, taught the patriots their own strength ; 
and the mad persistence of England, in pouring new troops 
into the country to conqaer, rather than conciliate, aroused 
a spirit of hostility, which rendered compromise or submis* 
sion impossible. The colonists had gone too far to pause 
or to recede-— they could only advance. They must either 
be subdued rebels or triumphant fi-eemen. There was but 
one more step and as the great idea of nationality swelled 
within the breasts of the patriots, the chains of habitual de- 
pendence burst fi'om around them, and the last emblem of 
colonial subjection .sunk into the dust. Yet many ardent 
patriots paused ere they consented to adopt (he measure, 
clinging to the hope of reconciliation : soch even was the 
position of Maryland, as long as justice seemed to demand 
it ;— but when tl|e time came, she was not wanting to her- 
self and the common cause. 

As early as May, congress, looking to a long contest, 
recommended the colonies to adopt permanent govern- 
ments for their internal regulation ; and, on the 7th of June, 
Htchard Henry Lee, introduced his famous resolution, *' that 
the united colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and 
^ Appendix fi. 
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INDBPSNDEVT STATES, and that all political connexion ber 
tween them and the state of Great Bcitain is, and ought to 
be, totally dissolTed." This resolution Was debated from 
time to time, and the oonrentions of the several colonies, 
except Pennsylvania and Maryland, immediately directed 
their delegates to vote in its favor.^ The convention of 
Maryland had instructed their representatives in die pre- 
ceding December, and had renewed that instruction in 
May, to endeavor to heal the differences witii the mother 
country ; and, at the same time, secure the full and com* 
plete liberties of the colonists under, the British constitution. 
At all events, they were not to vote for any severance of 
existing relations, or an alliance with any foreign power, 
without the previous advice and consent of the convention. 
Before the convention fissembled again on the 21st of June, 
a change had been wrought in public feeling, and the first 
question, which was agitated in that body, was the all ab- 
sorbing one 6f independence. The delegates to congress 
were ordered to obtain permission to attend the convention, 
and to have the national question postponed until their re- 
turn with the final resolve of Maryland. 

On the 28th, it was unanimously oirdered that the dele- 
gates to congress should unite on behalf of the province in 
declaring the colonies free and independent, reserving to 
the State however, complete internal sovereignty.* Princi- 
pally instrumental in obtaining the passage of this resolution, 
was Charles Carroll of Carrollton, who had jost returned 
from an arduous mission to Canada, whither he, with the 
Rev. John Carroll, afterwards first archbishop of BiUtimore, 
Mr. Chase of Maryland, and Benjamin Franklin of Penn- 
sylvania, had been sent by congress, to induce the Cana- 
dians to unite in the struggle against British aggression. As 
a reward for his labors in behalf of the measure in conven- 
tion, he was, on the 4th of July, chosen a delegate to con- 
* ConventioDS. 
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^es^ in conjunction with Matthew Tilghman, Thomas 
Johnson, jr., William Paca, Samuel Chase, Thomas Stone, 
and Robert Alexander. * 

On the 2d of July, Lee's resolution was passed ; and the . 
Declaration of Independence, which, had already -been pre- 
pared was introduced, discussed and amended^ On the 
4th, it was adopted, and was signed by the delegates in con- 
gress assembled; Charles Carroll, one of the richest men 
of his day, having been chosen delegate after its passage, 
might have avoided the signature of a document which, had 
England conquered, would have been the. recorded evi- 
dence of his treason. " There go some millions," exclaim- 
ed a member as he added his name to the great instrnment; 
"Nay, there are several Charles Carroll's, he cannot be 
identified," said another in liis hearing : and immediately 
he added to his signature, ''of CarroUton," the name of his 
estate and used to designate him particularly. - 

The declaration of Independence, solemnly attested and 
signed by the delegates in congress and approved by the 
colonies, was every where received with the most enthusi- 
astic feelings. It was read at the head of the armies of the 
new republic, and proclaimed amidst the applause of a 
people, determined to maintain it with their blood. On the 
S2d of July, it was publicly read ut Baltimore, at the h^d- 
of the independent companies and the militia, accompanied 
with salvos of artillery and " universal acclamations, for the 
prosperity of the United States." At night, the town was 
illuminated ; and an effigy of the king of England paraded 
through the streets* and burned in derision of his forfeited 
authority. 

This step having at length been takei>, it was necessary 
to frame a permanent government for the new State, and 
the convention ordered elections to be held for delegates 
to a convention to form a constitution* Then having con- 
fided the supreme poWer into the hands of the committee 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OP IIA^YLAND. 



197 



of safety until that body should be assembled, it adjourned 
on Saturday the 6th of July. One of its last acte was to 
place the State troops at the disposal of congress. The 
baUalion, under Col. Small wood, and the independent com- 
panies in Talbot, Kent; Queen Anne's and St. Mary's coun 
ties, attached to his command, were ordered to proceed to 
Philadelphia and report themselves to the chief continental 
officer there, to be marshalled at once into the national, 
service. By anbther resolve, in obedience to a requisition 
of congress, they directed the raising of two companies of 
riflemen and four of Germans, of ninety officers and men 
each— one of rifles from Harford — two of Germans, from 
Baltimore and one of. rifles and two of Germans— from 
Frederick county.* The different county committees were 
required to despatch the companies of the flying camp as 
frist as they were organized, and the State committee of 
safety, to superintend the immediate niarch of the regulan 
under Smallwood. 

* See Appendix Ibr officen' namee. 
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CHAPTER II. 
8i)t BattltB of tl)e ®lb JQarQlanb £ine. 

After evacuating Boston, General Howe had retired to 
Halifax to wait for reinforcements. . But conceiTing the 
design of seizing New York, whose inhabitants were faror- 
able to British supreuiacj, and cutting off the northern from 
the middle states, he embarked for that port -and arrived off 
Long Island, towards the close of June. There were but a 
few American troops on the Island^ placed there for the 
purpose of carrying off. the cattle ; and he landed without 
opposition. He was received with the greatest demonstra- 
tions of joy by a portion of the inhabitants of Long Island, 
New York and New Jersey ; many of whom took the oaths 
of allegiance, and embodied themselves into a corps under 
the command of Tryon, the late royal governor of New 
York. In the early part of Jaly, admiral Lord Howe joined 
his brother with a fleet of 150 sail and a reinforcement of 
20,000 men— swelling his force to 80,000. The American 
army under Washington, after being re|pforced by several 
bodies of militia, amounted only to 17,000 men, of whom 
nearly one fif\h were sick and unfit for duty. 

It was at this dark hour, that the Maryland line was des- 
tined to enter the field, and bear the first shock of battle. 
No sooner was the approach of Howe known in Maryland, 
than Smallwood's regiment took up its route for the seat 
of war. On the 10th of July, six companies under Small- 
wood himself, from Annapohs, and three firom Baltimore, 
embarked for the head of Elk river,* whence they marched 
* Annals of Anni^Us. 193 
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to New York and were hicorporated into Lord StirKng's 
brigade. Well appointed and organized, composed of 
young and spirited men who had already acquired the skill 
and precision of drilled soldiers, and coming ^t a time 
when the army was lamentably deficient in discipline, they 
immediately won the confidence of the commander in 
chief; and, from the moment of their arfival, ^rere Uurown 
upon die advanced posts and disposed as covering parties. 
On the 20th of August the four independent companies 
remaining in Maryland, Were ordered by the convention 
to join Col. Small wood, and place themselves onder bis 
command^ thus incorporating the whole force of 1444 men 
in one body. The brigadier general of the Maryland flying 
camp now rapidly organizing, was also ordered to be sub- 
ject to Col Small wood's command, and the county com- 
mittees were urged to hasten the enrolments and forward 
the men to the camp as fast as possible.* 
Battle qf FiTom the Slst of August to the 27th, the British 
Broekiyn were occupied ip l.anding their fbtces on Long 
H«*l»»«^ . Island. On the 20th the Maryland troops, to- 
gether with those of Delaware, were ordered over to the 
scene of the approaching conflict. CoL* Smallwood, and 
Lieut. Col. Ware, were detained in New York, sitting on 
a court martial ; th^y applied in rain to Gen. Washington 
to permit them to accompany Cheir men, and the battalion 
marched under the command of Major Gist. The American 
army under Putnam, -was drawn out to occupy the passes 
and defend the heij[hts between Flatbush and iBrooklyn. 
During the night of the 26th, Gren. Clinton, with the van of 
the British army, silently seized one of the passes and^made 
his way, about day-break, into the open country in the rear 
of the Americana. He was immediately followed by an- 
other column under Lord Percy. To divert the attention 
of the Americans from their left, another division under 
* CoDvention^ of, &c. 
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Grant, marched ilowly along the coast, skirmiahin^ with 
the light parties on the road. 

Patoam fell into the trap ; -and Stirling was ordered with 
two regiments, one of which was the Maryland bifttalion, to 
meet the enemy on the route to the narrows. About break 
of day he took his position advantageously upon the summit 
of the hills, and was joined by the troops driven in J>y the 
advancing columns of the enemy. For several hours, a 
severe cannonade was kept up o/i both sides, and Stirling 
was repeatedly attacked by the brigades under Gornwallis 
and Grant, who were as ojlen gallantly repulsed. At length, 
the left wing of the American force having been completely 
turned by Clinton, and the centre under Sullivan, broken 
at the first attack of Gen. De Heister, the position of Stir- 
ling's brigade on the right, became perilous in the extreme. 
The passes to the American lines at Brooklyn were in the 
possession of ^n overpowering British force-^two strong 
bngades were assailing him in front, and in his rear lay an 
extensive marsh, traversed by a deep and dangerous creek, 
eighty yards in width afrits mouth; nearer its head, at the 
Yellow Mills, the only bridge, which might have afforded 
the brigade a safe retreat, had been burned down by a New 
England regiment under Col. Ward, in its very hasty re* 
ti^at, although covered by the American batteries. The 
only hope of safety, therefore for the gallant troops, who 
still maintained the battle and held the enemy at bay, was 
to surrender, or to cross this dangerous marsh and creek at 
its mouth, where no one had ever been known to cross 
before.* 

Col. Smallwood, having arrived from New York, and 
learned the perilous situation of his battalion, applied to 
Gen. Washington for some regiments to cover their retreat. 
After a moment's hesitation, as to the prudence of risking 
more troops upon a lost battle, unwilling to. abandon these 
* Col. Smallwood's letter to conventioD, AoDalf of Annapdis. 
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brave men to their fate, he detaahed bim with a New Eng- 
land regiment, Capt. Thoini^s' independent company, whioh 
had jast arrived from 'New York, and two field pieces, io 
take a position on' the'.banks of the stream and protect the 
remnant of th^ brigade in the attempt to^wim it^ 

The scene of the coi^flict was within a mile of the Amc* 
riQan lines, 4ind whilst Smallwood was hastening to their 
aid, Stirling prepared to make a- last effort to cheek the 
advance of the enemy and give time to a portion of his 
cqmmand to make good, its retreat. ' For this purpose, he^ 
selected four hundred men from the- Maryland battalion, • 
under Major GiBt, placed himself at. their head, and, having 
ordered all the other troops-to make the best of their way 
through the creek, advanced against Co^nwallis' brigade. 
As th^y drew out between the two bodies of the enemy, it 
was thought by the lookers on from the camp, that they 
were about to .surrender, but sis with fixed bayonets they 
rushed to the charge upon the overwhelming force opposed 
to them, fear and .sorrow filled every heart, and Washington 
himself wrung his hands, exclaiming, *' Good God ! what 
brave fellows I must this day lose."* Five times this little 
band charged upon the powerful forces of Cornwallis^ and 
each -time driven back, again gathered their, energies for a 
fiercer assault, until at last upon the sixth, the heavy 
column of the British reeled under . the repeated shocks 
and began to give way in confusion.! 

But in the very mon\ent that victory seemed within their 
grasp. Grant's brigade assailed them in the rear,^ and fresh 
troops, the Hessians of De Heister, came to the aid of Corn- 
wallis in front. Already outnumbered more than ten to 
one, with their ranks thinned by the terrific slaughter, and 
worn down by long fighting, th^se devoted men could no 
longer make head against their foes. A portion, with Lord 
Stirling at their head, surrendered themselves prisoners of 

* Annals. - t Lord Stirling's ktter. Sparks* vol. 4, p. U6. 
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war; while three compftnies, aDimated by the most deter- 
mined valor, cot their way through the crowded ranks of 
the enemyi and maintained their order luitil they reached 
the marsh, where, from the nature of the ground, they were 
compelled' to break, and escape as quick as possible to the 
edge of the creek. This desperate conflict gave time to the 
remainder Of the brigade to make good its retreat across the 
marsh and swim the water,'bringing with ihem twenty-eight 
prisoners. A heavy cannonade from four Held pieces, was 
kept up by the enemy upon -the retreating troops, and a 
strong column of Hessians advanced to attack Uiem in the 
marsh, where they must have all been cut off, as their guns 
were already wet and muddy, but for'the^unlooked for fire 
of the reinforcements ukder Small wood, on the opposite 
shore, which drove the pursuers back to the main land 
where they formed some six hundred yards distant, while 
the 'remnant of the Marylanders swam the creek. Several 
of them, as well as some of the Pennsylvanians aud Dela- 
wajres, were drowned iU the attempt, or perished in the 
marsh. Capt. Thpmas* men aided materially jn bringing 
over the exhausted survivors. * " - ^ 

The loss of the Maryland troops in this long contested 
battle was murderous. From sunrise until the last gun was 
fired upon the field, they were hotly engaged ; and, when 
the rest of the army had been routed or had fled, maiptained 
the battle unaided, against two brigades of the enemy. 
^They were distinguished in the field," says a- letter writer 
of that day, "by the most intrepid courage, the most regu- 
lar use of the niusket, and the judicious movements of the 
body." Nearly half of their force was annihilated. Their 
loss in killed aud wounded was 256 officers ajnd men. Capt. 
Veazy and Lieut. Butler were slain ; and among the pri- 
soners were Capt. Daniel Bowie, also wounded — Lieuten- 
ants William Steret, William RIdgely, Hatch Dent, Walter 
Muse, Samuel Wright, Joseph Butler,, (wounded), Edward 
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Firanl, Edwaxd Decoiircy; and Ensigns James Fernandes 
and William Courts. To this day the people of Long 
Island point out to strangefs, the spot, where half of the 
Marjrland battalion stemmed the advance of the whole left 
wing of the British army when, no other troops were left 
upon the field, and where the b^st blood Qf the State was 
poured out like water.* 

The Delaware and* PennsyWaiua troops also heha^d with 
great gdlantry on that xlay. 

Ratraai froai ^^® position of the Amertean army, at Brook- 
LoDf faiaod lyn, had oow become preaarious. The British, 
^ invested tbejr works in form,, and it was deter- 
mined to retreat 'to New York before the ferry should be 
occupied by the enemy's fleet. Oos the night of the 29th, 
this masterly movement was effected. Although the Mary- 
land troops had ' enjoyed but one day^s rest, since their 
bloody defence at Frick^s Mill Pond— or <Mhe Yellow 
Mills, "---they were t>rdet*ed on duty at the advanced post of 
Fort Potaam, within two hundred and fifty yards of the 
enemy's lines, and i^ith two Pennsylvania regiments on the. 
left, were to protect the retreat of the army. Under cover 
of a foggy liight and morning the movement was happily 
effected, in spite of the disorder of the eastern troops ; and 
it was not discovered by the enemy until the last detacli- 
ment of the Marylanders and Pennsylvanians was half 
way across East Biver and out of reach.: Drawn off so 
silently, within ear shot of the enemy, as not to givn th^ 
slighest intimation of their departure to his sentinels, the 
Maryland troops displayed, on this occasion, their steadi- 
ness and discipline as at Frick's Mill Pond they had proved 
their courage. Two days after this event, Col. Small wood^s 
regiment was ordered to Harlaem opposite to Montresore's 

* For the matariah of fhli account- of the hattle— see ManfaaH and 
the Letten, hjc. in Ridgely'i Aoaali, and Spark's writings of Wash- 
ingtpn, voL 4, pp. 7-1, 102, 5ia, '618 ; and UoUne's Annals. ^ 
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and Buchanan's Islands, of which the enemy «oon took 
possession ; so that a barrier of only two handred yards of 
shallow water separated the two forced, across which the 
men easily conversed with .one another. 

As the British were now throwing forward their forces 
to surround the Americans on York Island, and, it was . 
found impracticable to defend the city, in the disorganized 
condition of the troops, a council of war resolved that the 
army should be withdrawn into the ]in«s below fort Wash- 
ington. The more portable military stores had already been 
removed, when, on the 15th of September, the enemy ef- 
fected a landing without opposition, in the face of two 
brigades of Connecticut militia, who fled disgracefully at 
the first fire ironi sixty of the British light infantry ;* and 
who, although ''from the brigadier down to the private sen- 
tinel they were caned and whipped hy generals Washing- 
ton, Putnam and Miflin," could not even be brought by 
the burning shame of this indignity " to stand one shot."t 
Disgusted with such cowardice. Gen. Washington imme- 
diately sent an express for the Maryland regiment, drew it 
from itB brigade, and ordered it down towards New York, 
to cover the. retreat of the army, knowing that he could 
rely upon its maintaining its position against all odds. 
Smallwood posted his regin^ent upon an advantageous 
eminence /near the enemy, oii the main road, where they 
remained under arms, the best part of the day until the last 
troops had passed: when, the British dividing their main 
body into two columns, endeavored to out flank and sur- 
round him. Having maintained his position as long as it 
was necessary, and having received notice to retreat, he re- 
tired in good order and reached the lines about dusk. 
The heightt ^^ ^^ "^^^ ^^7* ^ ^^^^7 ^^ British, about three 
ofHariaam. jjuhdred Strong, made, their appearance in the 

• SparkB,vol.4;ManhaU. 

t Col. Smallwood'fl letter to the Maryland convention. 
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plains below the American position, and the commander in 
chief, to habituate his troops to meeting the eneqay'i detach- 
ed Col. Knowlton, with a corps' of New England rangers^ 
and Major Leitch with three companies of the 3d Vii^inia 
regiment which had just arrived in camp, with orders to 
attack them. The assault was made judiciously. JBariy 
in the actiopj however, Colonel Knpwiton fell, an4 Major 
Leitch was mortally wounded ; but the captains of the com- 
panies still maintained their position. A reinforcement of 
seven hnndred men being received by the British, General 
Washington ordered up Major Price, with three of the Mary^ 
land independent companies, ^nd dol. Richardson's and 
Griffith's regiments of the Maryland flying camp, which hiid 
joined the army on the 8th of September. These troops 
attacked the enemy with the b$iy6net, drove them from 
their position and were' pursuing them towards. their lines, 
when the commander in chief ordered their recall. The 
loss of the Americans was about fiAy killed and wounded, 
that of the enemy more than double that number.* - * . 

Determined to force Washington from his position, or to 
surround and cut off his communications, General Howe 
landed a strong body of forces at Frog's Neck, about nine 
miles above Harlaem. The Maryland troops were imme- 
diately marched to King's bridge, to reinforce the detach- 
ments already there, and to watch the advance of the enemy. 
At the same time, it was determined by a council of war to 
evacuate York Island, posting, however, a sufficient garrison 
to maintain Fort Washington. Accordingly, leaving the 
force at King's bridge to cover the rear and to seedre the 
removal of the he^vy stores and baggage, the army began 
at once to retire. 

On the 18th of October, having been rein- wuiePiaiflf. 
forced, How^ commenced the pursuit, and afler itevertl skir- 
mishes with Glover's brigade took post on the 2l8t, at New 
* Sparks, vol. 4, p. 98. 
18 
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Rochelle, where he was joined by another strong body of 
troops. Both armies now moved towards Whiie Plains, 
where an entrenched camp had been mar-ked out, and al- 
ready occupied by a body of militia. As the enemy ap- 
proached, Gen. Washington concentrated bis forces, and 
prepared to give him battle. On the right of the army, 
and about one mile from the camp, on the road from the 
North river, was a hill of which Gen. McDougal, with six- 
teen hundred men, inclading the Maryland battalion under 
Small wood, was ordered to take possession. On the 28th, 
the enemy advanced in two columns to dislodge him. Col. 
Rawle, with a brigade of Hessians, made a circuit to fall 
upon the rear of McDougal, -while Brigadier Gen.. Leslie, 
with the 2d brigade of British troops, the Hessian grenadiers 
under Count Donop, and n Hessian battalion, assailed him 
in front. At the opening of the cannonade, the militia took 
to flight, and the artillery fell into confusion and retired. 
Smallwood's Maryland regiment was immediately advanced 
to the foot of«the hill to meet the enemy ; a- long and severe 
contest ensued. It mistaiiied itself gallantly under the fire 
of fifteen pieces of the British cannon ; but at length, over- 
powered by numbers, it was compelled to give ground. 
The enemy moved with great resolution, up'on the remain- 
ing forces, who made but a show of resistance, keeping up 
an irregular fire in their retreat. Putnam, with Beall's 
brigade of the Maryland flying camp, now came up to rein- 
force McDougal ; but, finding the foe already in possession 
of the hill, he deemed it imprudent to attempt to regain it, 
and drew off his men.* The loss of the Americans was 
between three and four hundred killed, wounded and taken. 
The Maryland line siifiered severely : Colonel Small wood 
himself was among the wounded. The regulars of that 
gallant corps, worn down by the hard service they had en- 
dured, and, the effects of their wounds, aggravated by the 
• Sparks, vol. 4, p. 628 ; Maishidl. 
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waBt of proper medical attendance and hospital supplies, 
had been much weakened in their effective force. Even 
on the 12th of October, there were three hundred officers 
Rnd men on the sick list— many of them incapable of doing 
liuty — Majors Price and GKst, and Capt. Stone, were lying 
ill in New Jersey; and Col. Smallwood and Lieut. Col. 
Ware, even prior to the battle,. were scarcely able from debi-. 
lity to command thehr troops.* Yet under all these trying 
circumstances, almost without field t>fficers, the Maryland 
line displayed its wonted valor at White Plains, and, by its 
sustained resistance to an overpowering force, won new 
honor for its State. Its loss in this hard fought battle was 
over one hundred men; and from this terrible slaughter 
may b^ estimated the obstinacy of its defence. It had 
fought three battles in the three last months ; it had been 
the first ^of the revolutionary troops to use the bayonet 
against the British regulars, and had used it freely and with 
effect in each one of these fierce conflicts* 

Gen. Washington continued to fortify his position ; and 
Howe, satisfied of its strength tnd the courage of the troops 
who defended it, determined to- await the arrival of six 
more battalions which joined him two days afVer. Wash- 
ington, having' now Vemoved his stores and heavy baggage 
to a much stronger ground in his rear, unwilling to risk a 
battle with Howe's present force, withdrew during the night 
to North Castle, about ^re miles from White Plains, and 
stationed Gen. Beairs brigade of Maryland militia at the 
bridge over Croton river. Abandoning the hope of a suc- 
cessful assault upon his new position. Gen. Howe broke np 
his camp and retired slowly down the river, towards King's 
bridge, determined to obtain possession of Forts Washing- 
ton and Lee. As soon as the American commander 
learned from his scouts that Howe's march southward was 
not a ieint, suspecting that he designed striking through the 

* 8m«Uwood'8 totter in «<Aiiiialf." 
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Jerseys to Philadelphia, he divided his army and, leaving 
three thousand men at Peekskill, Oossed the Hudson with 
the troops raised south and west of that river. 
The •tonn- Anxious to preserve his little army, he had di- 
ing of Port rected the evacuation of Fort Washington, upon 
WwMngum. ^^ approach of the enemy, but haring been as- 
sured of the spirit and resolution of the garrison, he deter- 
mined to risk its defence. On the 16th of Norember, den. 
Howe prepared to assail it. It was deiepded by some of 
the best troops in the American service, under the command 
of Col. Magaw, a brave and experienced officer. He had 
posted his men in three divisions. Col. Cadwallader of 
Pennsylvania, commanded within the lines : Col. Rawlingt 
of Maryland, with his regiment of riflemen,* was stationed 
on a hill to the north of the lines ;. while Magaw himself 
remained within the fort. Howe arranged his forces into 
four columns of attack, and about ten o'clock moved them 
to the assault. The first division of five thousand Hessians 
and Waldeckers, under Gen. Knyphausen, advanced against 

* This re^ment was composed of three of the old rifle companies 
and four new ones from Virginia, and two from Maryland, ordered to 
be raised by congress, on the 27tb of June, 1T76. The officers weret 
Col. Stephenson of Virginia, Lieutenant Col. Moses Rawlings and Major 
Otho Holland Williams of Maryland! Two of the old companies were 
the Maryland companies, raised in the preceding year, which had 
served with the army before Boston. These companies were now com- 
manded by Captain Philemon Griffith, lieutenants Thomas Huasey 
Lucket, Adamson Tannehili and Henry Hardman, and Captain Richard 
Davis, lieutenants Daniel Cresap, Nieman Tannehili and Elijah Evans, 
all from Frederick county. The two additional companies were raised, 
one in Frederick, under captain Thomas Beale, lieutenants Peter Con- 
tee Hansooy James Lingan and Kichard Dorsey ; and one in Harford, 
under Capt. Smith. Rawlings* regiment thus contained four Maryland 
companies. The four companies of Germans, raised in Harford, Fred- 
erick and Baltimore countiesj under capts, Heiser, Gxaybill, Fister and 
Keeports, were formed into a battalion with four similar companies 
raised in Pennsylvania, under the command of Col- Hauseigger of 
Pennsylvania, and Lieutenant Colonel Strieker and Major Weltaer of 
Maiyland.*— Jbumais of CtmgrtBM; Jtmmam wflixAtMf, ^. 
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Col. Bawlings oa tho north, while .the fourth dirision moved 
against Gadwallader, and the second and third crossed the 
East river in boats and landed within the lines. The attack 
of the first and fourth divisions was recejtved with great 
steadiness .and spirit by the * Maryland and Pennsylvania* 
teoops at their respective positions; but the detachment 
stationed on the East river sood gave way, and Co]. Cad- 
wallader was compelled to draw off a portion of his men to 
their assistance. Thus weakened, his main body, was soon 
overpowered and began to retire. 

Rawlings still maintained his ground with iftidiminiahed 
spirit,, although i^ot/protisct^d by entrenchments. Posted 
among the trees, his riflemen, the hardy sons of the Maryl^d 
and Virginia mountains, poured in upon the advancing 
column a murderous fire, which it in vain -endeavored to 
sustain. The Hessians broke and retired. Again they were 
brought to the attack, and again repulsed with dreadful 
slaughter. The Maryland riflemen remembered the destruc-^ 
tion of their, brethren of the battalion at Frick's Mill Pond,' 
by the Hessians, and did' not forget to avenge it. But what 
could a single battalion of riflemen, even of such matchtess. 
skill and courage, effect, opposed to five thousand men witl^ 
the bayonet, unsupported as they were> and alone continue 
ing to maintain their position. Had every other, post been 
defended as theirs was, victory would have crowned the 
American arms that day.* But all the other troops were al* 
ready in fiUl retreat. The three divisions of the enemy were 
about to fall upon their- rear, whilst in firont they contended 
with a force far greater than their own. At length by sheer 
fighting and power of numbers, the Hessians reached the 
summit of the hill. Rawlings, perceiving th^ danger to his 
lear and learning the retreat of the Pennsylvanians, aban- 
doned his position, as no longer tenable, and retired under 
the guns of the fort. Being again summoned, Col. Magaw, 
• ManbaU, Sparks, and Wilkinson's Mamofos. 
18* Dd 
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finding it impossible to maintain the post, asiiis ammunition 
was nearly exhausted, surrendered the garrison prisoners 
of war. Two thousand six' hundred men, of whom two 
thousand were regulars, were taken prisoners— a severe loss 
to the American army. Among the captives were Major 
Otho H. Williams, lieutenants Luckett, Lingan, Davis and 
Evans, and others of the rifles. Some few of. the Mary- 
landers escaped across the river.* ' The loss of the enemy 
was nearly twelve hundred killed and wounded, more than 
half of which was sustained by the Germans in their assault 
upon Rawlings' IS^aryland and Virginia riflemen. 

Immediately after this disaster. Fort Lee was evacuated, 
and Washington, greatly weakened by the loss of 'men, re- 
treated on the Jerseys. The term> for which most of his 
troops were engaged, was about to expire and they began 
already to leave the camp in great numbers. Every effort 
to raise the militia of New Jersey and Pennsylvania to sup- 
ply their place, proved ineffectual ; and the American gene- 
ral commenced his famous retreat towards the Delaware. 
He reached the Raritan on the 1st of December, the day on 
which the term oi the Maryland and Delaware flying camp 
expired, and he was compelled to discharge the greater 
portion in the face of the enemy. Some few remained as 
volunteers and many of the Marylanders re-enlisted in the 
new regiments then forming by the State. The Pennsyl- 
vanians, whose term extended to the 1st of January, began 
to desert in great numbers. With an army reduced to less 
than four thousand men, Washington retired slowly before 
the immense force of the enemy, the bare feet of his desti- 
tute soldiers leaving their foot prints marked with blood 
upon the frozen ground. On the eighth of December, be 
crossed the Delaware, secured all the boats so as to prevent 
the further advance of the British, and placed his diminished 
forces in positions best calculated to defend the passage of 
• Sketch of the Lift of £veihe«rt 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF HARTLAirD. 



211 



the river. After a futile effort to obtain the means of trans- 
porting his troops across the Delaware, Howe distributed 
his men in winter quarters^ on the Jersey shore, calmly 
awaiting the ireeaing over of the Delaware to march into 
Philadelphia^ and expecting daily the dispersion of the shat- 
tered American army. 

The critical position of Philadelphiai the seat TbeBatdeor 
of the federal government, the reduced condition ''''«"*<»• 
of his army and the despondency of the whole country, 
required at the hands of the American leader, a bold and 
. vigorous stroke : and he prepared to make it. With the 
few continental regiments of Maryland, Virginia, Penn- 
sylvania and New York, Rawliogs' and Hand's rifles, and 
the German battalions, he opened the campaign in the 
midst of winter. In the dead of night, he crossed the Dela- 
ware, at McKonkey's Ferry, with twenty-four hundred con- 
tinentals, and, dividing this small force, threw one colilmn 
towards Trenton by the jiver road, and led. the other in per* 
SOB to the same point, by the Pennington road. At eight 
o'clock, he drove in the out-posts and assailed the town. 
At the same time, the fire of the second division was heard 
in the opposite direction. The British under Col. Rawle, 
taken by surprise, attempted to formj but they lost their 
commander in the very opening of the action, were thrown 
into confusion, and endeavored to inake theii* escape by the 
Princeton road. A- detachment, however, cut off their re- 
treat, and the whole body threw down their arms and sur- 
rendered. Twenty were killed and otie thousand taken 
prisoners. . The American loss was only two killed, two 
frozen, and five or six wounded. The victory was complete 
and almost bloodless. Yet one portion of Washington's 
extensive and beautiful design was not carried into effect. 
Gen. Irvine had been ordered to cross with his force and 
attack the enemy at Burlington, and Gen. Cadwallader to 
come up on the rear of the enemy at Trenton. The former 
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could not get bis artillery over, prevemtcd by the swollen 
current and floating ice ; wbile tbe latter was unable to 
effect a passage with any portion of his troops : and thus 
that part of the comprehensive scheme, which aimed at 
sweeping the enemy from the Delaware, remained unexe- 
cuted. Owing to this failure a body of five Hundred of the 
British, stationed in the lower part of Trenton, finding thq 
road opfen, escaped to Burlington. With his prisoners and 
the captured stores, Gen. Washington immediately recrossed 
the Delaware to his former position. 

TbeBattitor The victory at Trenton raised the spirit of the* 
piincetoii. country : the new levies came in with more ra- 
pidity, and the "American leader, to follow up his success, 
recrossed the river, and took up his position at Trenton 
with five thousand men. Immediately, a strong column of 
the enemy was advanced against him, and he retired behind 
the Assumpinx, which, runs through the town. Finding all 
the passes guarded/the British encamped and lit their watch 
fires for the night, intending to begin the assault at break 
of day. During the darkness, having heaped up his camp 
fires with fuel to deceive the enemy, Washington drew off 
his army, and marched silently upon. Princeton, where a 
smaller British force was stationed. As they neared the 
town. Gen. Mercer was despatched with his brigade, com- 
posed of the remnants of the Maryland regiment under 
Capt. Stone/ (afterwards governor of the State), the Dela- 
ware regiment, and some militia^ numbering in all thn e 
hundred and fifty men, to destroy the bridge over Stony- 
brook, by which Lord Cornwallis must march if he came 
to the relief of the force at Princeton. One of the regi- 
ments, stationed at Princeton under Mawhood, had already 
commenced its march to join Cornwallis : at day break this 
detachment atid Mercer's brigade came upon each other 

* Wasbisgton, in several of his letters, lays that Smallwood's regi- 
ment WIS now reduced to a mere handful of men. 
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near the bridge. Mercer's brigsrde rapidly pressed on to the 
summit of a hill upon the road, and aseumed an advantage- 
ous position behind a hedge near Clark's house. Mawhood 
attempted to dislodge him* At the first fire^ Mercer's horse 
was disabled^ and one of his colonels mortally wounded 
and carried to the rear. This caused a sligjit confusion, 
whjch was augmented by thedeath of Capt. Neal, who 
commanded the artillery, and Mercer himself, while endea- 
voring to rally his men, received a bayonet wound which 
proved nfortal. Many of his troops were only arrived with 
nfles, and, unable to withstand the bayonet, they broke after 
the third fire.* At this moment Washington ordered up 
the main body of the army, and, throwing himself into the 
midst of the iire of the enemy, led them on ifi person to 
the pharge. He i^allied Mercer's men, under a heavy can-, 
z^onade from the enemy, and the Pennsylvanians and the 
seventh Virginia regiment coming rapidly up, the whole 
body rushed /orwatd with a loud cheer. The struggle was 
short and decisive. The British were broken aiid routed. 
The regiments in Princeton made but a moment's stand, 
and the Americans entei;ed the town in triumph. One 
hundred of the enemy were killed on the spot, and three 
hundred taken prisoners : the loss of the Americans was 
about one hundred killed and wounded, among whom were 
many valuable officers. At break of day Cornwallis dis- 
covered that the American army was gone ; and suspecting 
the plan of Washington, hastily retraced his steps towards 
Brunswick to protect his magasines and heavy stores. His 
advance entered Princeton just as the rear of the American 
army, abandoned it, on its way to assume a position at 
Morris town to recruit the men from the fatigues and hard-, 
ship which they had endured. In both these battles the 
Maryland line sustained its reputation for courage, stea- 
diness and discipline. 

• Wilkinson't Memoin, vol. ],p. 142. 
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The good results of these victories were immediately felt ; 
confidence was restored, and the hopes of the people be- 
came brighter. They effectually recovered' New Jersey 
from the British, against whom the Americans, constantly 
reinforced by militia from Maryland and the adjoining 
states, in spile of the severity of the season, maintained an 
uninterrupted partizan warfare, cutting off their foraging 
parties, striking their outposts, reducing them to great suf- 
fering for want of provisions, and yet always avoiding any 
decisive action. The British soon found themselves under 
the necessity of contracting their cantonments ; and, yield- 
ing to the masterly skill of their great opponent, abandoned 
most of their conquests. Thus closed the campaign of 
1776, a dark and bloody one, yet full of glory, to the Mary- 
land line, which, a powerful regiment at the opening in the 
month of August, was now reduced down to a mere hand- 
ful of men under the command of a captain. Indeed the 
old or first line may be said to have been annihilated in the 
battles, which it fought, fVom Brookfyn to Princeton. 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE NEW CONSTITUTION AND STATE GOVERNMENT. 

XN the meanwhile, in compliance with the requisitions of 
the late convention^ elections were held throughout the 
State on the first day of August, 1776, for delegates 40 a 
new convention to form a .constitution and state govern- 
ment.. The number of delegates, their qualification, and 
the qualifications of the voters, the judges .of the election, 
and the mode of proceeding, were fixed by the. resolutions 
which directed the holding of the elections. On the 14th 
of August, this ' new body assehibled and . organised by 
unanimously electing Matthew Tilghman president. After 
having devoted several days to the transaction of general 
business, which had accumi^lated since the adjournment of 
the late convention, and having completed their own organ- 
ization, the convention selected by ballot, the president, 
Messrs. Carroll, P^ca, Carroll of Carrollton, Plater, Chase 
and Groldsbprough, to prepare and report a declaratiou of 
rights and form of government. 

While this committee, composed of the ablest.and most 
distinguished patriots of Maryland, were busily laboring at 
their arduous duty, the convention was directing the whole 
energies of the State to a vigorous prosecution of the war ; 
and, at the same time, conducting the general legislative 
and executive branches of the government; On the 6th of 
September, they divided Frederick county, and erected, out 
of parts of it, two new counties, Washington and Montgo- 
mery,— thus named in compliment to the great commander 
in chief, and the gallant Irishman, who eight m'onths be- 
fore, under the walls of Quebec, had laid down his life 
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battling for Ainerican liberty. . On the tenth the oommittee 
reported the bill of rights and constitution^ whiob were 
laid o?er, and on the ITth, ordered -to be printed and dis- 
seminated among the counties for public information and 
discussion: and, to enable the delegates, to ascertain the 
sentiments of their constituents upon this all important sub- 
ject before they proceeded to act upon it, the convention 
adjourned until the '30th of the month. 

WHen that body reassembled, however, public business 
pressed so heavily upoh them, that the consideration of the 
constitution and bill of rights, was postponed from day to 
day while matters of more immediate importance were dis- 
posed of. The condition of their troops and the lamenta- 
ble deficiency of arms and ammunition exacted immediate 
attention. Ample supplies were determined on, and- the 
committee of safety were ordered to -import, at the risk of 
th^ State, four thousand stand of arms> as many good gun 
locks, fourteen pieces of cannon, twenty tons of powder 
and forty tons of lea^, to be purchased with whtat, tobacco, 
flour and other Maryland produce to be for that purpose 
exported by the State. - 

K€w onani- CoB^ress moved by the Remonstrances of Gen- 
uuooof tire eral Washington, and satisfied of the ioefficieacy 
of hasty drafts of militia in the field, at length 
resolved to raise a strong regular army, and called on the 
states to furnish eighty battalions of men. The quota of 
Maryland was set down at eight battalions numbering four 
thousand m^n, being one tenth of the whole army. The 
convention took the matter into consideration, and resolved, 
that, although the quota assigned to them,- being founded 
on the joint amount of bfock and white population, was 
larger in proportion than that levied on th^ northern states, 
still, "desirous of exerting the most strenuous efforts to 
support the liberties and independence of the United States, 
thej would use their utmost endeavors to raise the eight 
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battalions demanded from them." But they refused to vote 
bounties of land to the recniits, in accordance with the 
recommendation of cohgress, lest, not possessing a suffi- 
cient quantity of unsettled teiritory, they should be involved 
in great difficulty in the fulfilment of such a pledge. They, 
therefdre, determined to substitute a bounty of ten dollars, 
payable to each recruit -instead of land. Four commis- 
sioners were immediately despatched to the camp to re-or- 
ganize the Maryland troops, already in service, upon the 
new footing, and to induce as many as possible of the re- 
gnlars, and militia of the flying camp/ to enlist for the war. 
The independent companies were melted into a second 
battalion and the two ordiered to be increased (o the conti- 
nental standard.' The commissoners were furnished with 
the blank commissions, sent by congress, and required to 
follow the advice and counsel of thecommander in chief, in 
appointing and promoting the officers of the new battalions. 

Having thus disposed of the necessary military arrange- 
ments, the convention hrimediately took- up the bill of 
rights and constitution. They were fully discussed from 
day to day, revised and^amended , and; on the third of No- 
vember, the bill of rights was adopted. On the eighth of 
the same month, the constitution of the State was finally 
agreed to, and elections ordered to cany it into effect. 

While these two instruments were under dis- ciidmsof 
cussion, Virginia adopted her constitution ; and, ^^^^^^ 
in one of its articles, insisted upon certain claims which 
infringed upon the known rights of Maryland-^asserting 
jurisdiction over the' Potomac, the Pocomoke and the Che- 
sapeake, and her old claims to the unsettled territory of the 
west. The eonrention immediately paused in their discus- 
sion, to maintain the rights ^f . Maryland, unanimously and 
in the strongest terms denounced these prietensions, and 
insisted, that " if the dominion of those lands should be 
established by the blood and treasure of the United States, 
19 Ee * 
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Biieh lands ooght to be coasidered as a coninion stock) to 
be parcelled oat, at proper times, into connenienf free and 
independent goTemmenls." Again, in November, when 
addressing congress, they declared that this territory, claim- 
ed by the British goremraent, if conquered from them <<by 
Che blood and tieasare oiM, ought in reason, justice. and 
policy, be considered the common stock of all."* Thus, 
while building up the fabric of theirown State government, 
the sage legislators of Maryland marked out for futurity that 
grand system of expansion of the republic, which has since 
made this union one of tbe moat extensive, flourishing and 
poweiful nations of the earth. 

Tbe form of Under the new constitution, the government 
gommneoL ^^ composed of three distinct branches, the 
legislative, the executive, and the judiciary. The legisla- 
tive authority was vested in a Senate and House of Dele- 
gates, whose several powers and privilege^ were appropri- 
ately marked out. The house of delegates was composed 
of four members from each county and two from each of 
the cities of Baltimore and Annapolis, chosen immediately 
by the people* t^n^ voce, at elections held by the sheriffs 
of the counties at their respective court - bouses. The 
senate consisted of fifteen members, nine from the western 
and six from the eastern shore ; their ternv of service was 
extended to five years, and they were chosen by a college 
of electors composed of two delegates elected vivA voce by 
the people of each county, and one from each of the cities 
of Baltimore and Ajiniqpolis. 

The executive authority of the State was placed in the 
bandit of a governor, elected annually by joint ballot of the 
two houses of the legislature : he was assisted, in the execu- 
tion of his office, by a coii^ncil of five members, chosen by the 
same bodies. His authority was simjply executive. He 
possessed no veto upon the legislative proceedings, and no 
* Convantioiis of MsiylaniL 
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means of iiiterfereiice with that branch. of the -gOTernmeiit 
He was, by his officQ« cominaDiler in chief of the tniktarj 
forces of the Sta:te, was vested with the power of appointing, 
bj and with the- adviee of the senate, judicial and civil as 
.well as military officers. The constitution, besides these 
and other ordinary powers, conferred ^upon him authority in 
matters which now appertain to the federal gorernment. 

The judicial system of the State was composed of the 
genenU court, the court of chancery, 4ind the court of ap- 
peals-r-besides a court of admiralty, ^Jiose jurisdictioii was 
taken away by the adoption of the constitution df the United 
States, at a later period. The sheriffs of the different coun- 
ties were elected by the people, and the clerks of the Courts 
were appointed by the judges. The register of wills re* 
oeived his commission from the hands of the governor. Two 
treasurers, one fbr the eastern and one for the western 
shore, were, selected by the legislature; and a register of 
the land office of either shore nominated by the governor 
and approved by the senate. . 

The elective franchise was limited by a property qualifica- 
tion, for the men of that day, just emerging from monarchical 
rule, were not prepared for the full and enlarged equality 
of later times. Every voter wae requiodd to be above the 
age of twenty-one years, to possess a freehold of fifly acres 
of land in thef county iii which he fesided and offered to 
vote, or property within the State of the value of thirty 
pounds current money ; and to have been a resident of the 
State for one year prior to the day of election. The quali- 
fications of members of the legishiture were still farther re* 
stricted. Bcfsides the usual requisites of a voter, the amount 
of property which the aspirant to the house of delegates 
must possess to enable him to take his seat, was raised to 
five hundred pounds instead of fifty. Senators were re- 
quired to be abote the age of twenty-five, and to own prc^ 
. perty of a thousand pounds in value ; while ft was necessary 
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for the candidate for governor to possess a freehold of 
kinds and tenements, of the yaJue of a thousand pounds, to 
have resided three years in the State prior ta his election, 
' and to have reached the ag« of twenty-five.* Many of 
these provisions have long since been stricken from the 
constitution by the wisdom of succeeding years;* and the 
capacity of a citizen to exercise the right of suffrage, to 
perform the duties of a legislator, or to fill the responsible 
office of governor, is no longer estimated by the breadth of 
his acres or the weight of his purse. But to judge rightly 
of the progress of that period, it must notJ»e measured' only 
by the present. It was many steps in advance of the period, 
which had preceded it, and it is not' strange, that, though 
it saw much, accomplished, it left much to be done by the 
future. All great and true works are the results pf uncon- 
scious progress. 

Looking back from the point to which they had ascended, 
the members of the convention beheld, far below them, the 
scattered fragments of an overthrown monarchical rule, and 
proprietary government ; around were the incipient beauties 
of the new republic ; and before them the dim future of a 
destiny, whose boundless glory they could not well con- 
j:eive. They did their work unconsciously, and it became 
the starting point of an unlocked for greatness. It was the 
inspiration of a noble idea working dut its accomplishment 
by their hands. They met the wants of their, time : but 
new wants sprang up, and it is the struggle and success of 
these; that create and constitute history. 

In: their Solemn and beautiful declaration of rights, the 
convention of 1776 defined the platform,, upon which they 
stood : and so true was the inspiration of the spirit of free- 
dom, that the reforms and the progress of subsequent times, 
have been but little more than the evolution of the princi- 
ples, ^which were then announced. They declared the 
* Original ConstitQtioB of Mavyknd, 1776. 
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popular origin of government, while they insisted upon the 
submission of the people to the supreme authority con^ti* 
tuted by themselves: ancl thejr defined those rights of the citi- 
zen, which no power could absorb. They struck away the 
stain of church supremacy, and left the conscience of man 
Its free and untrammelled as it was, when Leonard Cal^ 
vert and bis followers landed at St. Mary's. " It is the duty 
of every man to worship God, in such manner as he thinks 
most acceptable to him,'' was their noble proclamation to 
the world ; and if they confined the obligation Bnd the pri- 
vilege within the limits of Christianity, it was because men 
coufd not yet understand a larger liberty. ' . . 

To introduce the new government, the consti- The Am re- 
tHtion provided thi^ an election should be held p«»w»««» g^ 

yenor aod !•- 

on the 25th of November, 1776, for senatprial giaiiitara or 
electors, who were ordered to assemble at Anna- ^■«y*"><*- 
poiis on the ninth of December, to select nine persons, of 
due qualifications, from the* western and six from the eastern 
shore, to compose the first 'senate of Maryknd. On the 
iSth 'of December, an election was to be held in the severi^. 
counties, fbr members .of the house of delegates, and at 
the same time and place for ' sheriffs for the respective 
counties. The tenth day of February, was fixed for the 
beginning of the session of the General Assembly, and the 
second Monday of November, 1777^ and annually thereafter, 
*for the election of governor^ by both houses on joint ballot. 
The legislature however, was authorized, in the meanwhile 
to elect a proper person to act as governor, until the regu- 
lar period appointed by the constitution 'for his selection 
should arrive; - Having thus provided for the vigorous 
springing up of the germ which they were planting, asd bar- 
ing appointed delegates to congress, with instrUotions to 
maintain unimpaired the independent sovereignty of Mary- 
land whilis they consented to a conftderatlon with the sister 
Btates, the convention deposited the supreme power is the 
19* 
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haodaof the committee of nfety, until the new gOTenmeal 
•bould arise phoetiix like l^om the ashes of the old; and 
adjourned on the elerenth day of NoTomb^r, 1776. 
Firtt Bute '^^ elections took place at the specified times 
Ugitiatim. without* interroption: and on the fifth of Febru- 
ary, five days earlier than. Uie period fixed by the conven- 
tion, the committee of safety, by virtue of the extraordinary 
powers vested in them, caused both house»of the legislature 
to assemble at Annapolis. The nature of their acts explain 
the pressing necessity, which had induced the committee 
of safety to call them together. During the panic created 
by the disastrous retreat through the Jerseys, congress, on 
the 12th of December, had removed from Philadelphia to 
Baltimore. On the 27th they confetied on Gen. Washing*: 
ton extraordinary powers^-*ibr the raising of troops and the 
ponduct of the war. Great efibrts were, .ia consequence 
made to strengthen his army, which was soon further 
wakened by the battles of Trenton and Princeton. The 
effects of these battles, was such, however, as to relieve 
Philadelphia fit>m immediate fear of the enemy, and« in 
February, congress again returned to that city. In each 
succeeding action, the Maryland troops had been further 
reduced, until Smallwood's battalion and the seven inde- 
pendent companies, which had entered the cjimpaign four- 
teen hundred strong, had been worn down to a mere cap- 
tain's command ; and in the face of this great loss, and the 
laigeness of the drafts made upon Marybwdy it required 
unusual exertions to fill up th^ quota of eight battalions^ 
The legislature, therefore, immediately turned their atten- 
tion to the recruiting serrice, which they endeavored to 
expedite. They also made every effort, to raise military 
supplies for the destitute soldiers in camp, and to provide 
means for transportation of the material of war through the 
State. The provisions of sereral of these laws very gra- 
phically represent the condition of the country at that 
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period, and tile slender reBodrcee on which the anny was 
compelled to rely. By (he act of 1777, chapter 3d|* the 
gOTernor was requi^d to appointy in every hundred or dis- 
trict, a blanket coUe^or. wiiosja duty it was to risit every 
dwelling house and compel the inhabitants to furnish, under 
oath, a statement of the whole number <^. blankets/ which 
they possessed, and. of the portion pot in aeloal use; one 
half of which aurpius he was ordered to s^isefoi^tfae use 
of the army, paying their ownecs the tppratsed value in 
State issues. To favor enli^ments in the national or state 
serriees, every recruit was exempted from ajcrest for debts 
■under twenty pounds currency, and his property entirely 
freed from attachment or executioii. To provide .comfort- 
able quarters for the new recruits while preparing for the 
field, barracks were ordered to be erected at Frederick and 
the head of Elk, for the accommodation of two battalions 
each, and at Annapolis for one. At the same time that they 
thus provided for defence against the foreign enemies of the 
State, the legislature wisely turned their eyes upop those 
equally dangerous domestic ibes, who by their restless in- 
triguing and firm adherence to the British crown, weakened 
and' distracted the energies of the patriots. A law was 
passed to prevent the growth of toryism, and to punish 
persons guilty of treason to their country ; and, as at such 
periods, promptness of action is more necessary even than 
severity, the governor .was empowered to coipraission 
special courts for the speedy trial of culprits charged with 
these offences; On the 11th of February, the Assembly 
directed a proclamation to be. issued against the disaffected 
in Worcester county, who, only repressed for a lime by, the 
active measures of the committee of safety, for the Eastern 
shore, had again broken out in open insurrection. . They 
offered pardon to all who would submit and disperse within 
thirty days excepting, however, fourteen of the leaders. 
* Hanson's Laws. 
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As the disturbed condition o£ the eounty appeared to re- 
quire active measures, to overawe the maiixMitents, Small- 
wood and Gist, then in the State snp^nntending the forma- 
tion of the new line, were ordered to march thithe^ with a 
Virginia regiment of regulars, the Annapolis independent 
company, the company of Matrosse^and Captain Godmaa's 
Baltimore artillery. The promptness of these measures 
secpred submission. The disaffected were disarmed— the 
most influential sent in custody to other and more loyal 
counties, and their estates placed in the hands of commis- 
sioners for safe keeping.* 

Fint Bata ^° accordance with the provisions of the consti- 
Govemor. tuliou, the two houses proceeded, on the 13th of 
February to select a suitable person for governor of liie State. 
Their choice fell upon Thomas Johnson.f On Friday, the 
,21st of March, 1777, he was publicly proclaimed first repub- 
lican governor of Maryland, at the state house, in the j^re- 
sence of a great concourse of people, the several branches 
of government, the civic authorities of the city of Annapolis, 
the military, and many strangers. The announcement was 
hailed by three volleys from the soldiery drawn up in front 
of the state house; and a salute of thirteen rounds was 
fired from the batteries in honor of the new confederacy. 
A sumptuous entertainment was then partaken, and the 
festivities of the day were closed with a splendid ball : a re- 
new^al of that ancient and pleasant amusement, for which 
Annapolis, the Athens of the colonies, had been so widely 
celebrated in the days of the Proprietaries, but which had 
been solemnly discontinued in the 4ark hours of the opening 
8truggle4 Thus the new government was fully organized 
and in active operation : the general and county committees 

* jQanials House Delegates, 1777 ^ JouroaU of CoogresiT 
t The vote Tor governor was as follows: for Thomas Johnson, jr. 
40; Samuel Chase, 9; Matthew Tilghmao, 1; George Plater, 1; Wm 
Paca» 1. } Aanais of Annapolis. 
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of safety surrendered up their powers and ceased to exist; 
and the law of the constitution spread its aegis over the 
State. 

The Assembly hairing fully organized the new seven re- 
giments, required from the State, and Settled the rank of 
th^ officers,* adjourned on the 20th of April ; on the 15th 
of June, however, they were again assembled, for a few 
days, to authorize the governor to detach a portion of the 
State's artillery oompaiiies to- Philadelphia to join the. con- 
tinental army^ which was then very deficient Jn that arm. 
In the following October, they took measures to raise an 
additional quota of two thousand men to. serve for three 
years in the Maryland line, assigning to each county a due 
proportion to be furnished by it, and made further prepara- 
tions to supply their men in camp with blankets and neces- 
sary clothes. With all their exertions, however, the gov- 
ernor and the legislature found it difficult to place their 
quota upon such a footing as they desired. Besides the 
regular complement of eight battalions required by con- 
gress to complete the army, the State furnished men to 
many other corps. At the solicitation of Gen. Washington, 
sixteen additional battalions were raised by congress, ex-, 
elusive of the State lines. Colonel Nathaniel 6ist\ and 
Hazen's regiments — the latter originally intended to be 
formed of Canadians — and Spencer's, Baylor's, and Lee's 
-corps, were partly raised in Maryland ; and the legislature 
always extended to their officers and men in them the same 
gratuities and the same comforts, which they provided for 
their own line, although those from the other states in these 
corps were too frequently neglected. Whilst they were 
thus busy in raising the material of war at home, their troops, 
under the new organization, were gallantly doing their duty 
to their country in the field. 

* See Appendix G. Only^ven new batt^ions were orgabizedi pro- 
baUj the Germans and rifles were considered equivalent to the eighth. 

Ff. 
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CHAPTER II, 

THE CAMPAIGN OS 1777. 

After the battle of Trenton and Princeton, Washington 
maiatained his position in New Jersey, and a constant 
series of skirmishes was kept op by his reduced army, of. 
which scarcely more than a thousand were continentals. 
So severe had been the preceding campaign, that more than 
iwo-thirds of the regulars engaged had perished or been 
rendered unfit for service { and when, bj[ the arrival of the 
new recruits and quotas from the several states, the army 
was increased to eight thousand men, at least half of its 
number were totally ignorant of discipline and had neveir 
looked an enemy in the face. Thus weak and unprepared, 
Washington feared for the safety of Philadelphia, and with, 
all the militia he could assemble, took post at a strong camp 
near Middlebrook. . Howe, -cautious in all his movements, 
I eve n^ to timidity, feared to attack him, and resolved to ap- 
I proach Philadelphia by another route. After a series of 
I unavailing movements, he embarked his whole force for the 
I Delaware, but, changing bis design at the mouth of the bay, 
suddenly made his appearance- in the Chesapeake, on the 
21st of August, with two or three hundred sail of men of 
war and transports.*^ 

EncMyiDtbe ^^* Johnson immediately issued his proda- 
chenpMiu. nation, calling on the militia of the State to arm 
and hold themselves in readiness ] and directing that at least 
two companies out of every battalion should at once take 
up their march to the head of the bay. '' To defend our 
liberties requires our exertions," exclaims this patriotic ap- 
j 323 * Sparks, voL 5, p. 40; Annals. 
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pea), " our wives, our- children, and our country implore 
our assistance-— itiotives amply sufficient to artn^ every one 
who can be callec) a man,-' Although the people every 
where answered tl^e a{>peal'by a r^ort 16 arms, influenced 
by those motives, which have always detained the ^militia in 
the vicinity of their homes when an invasion threatened 
them, few could be prev^led on to march to the head of 
£lk and leave their families unprotoct^ against any sudden 
inroad of the'enemy or his tory*iidherents. While, there- 
fore, the fleet hovered aboilt the b^y, the men of the neigh- 
1>oring shores, • although armed and. ready for defence, 
refused to be drawn from their homesteads, and the only 
reliance of the governor for disposable 'miHtia, was neces-^ 
santy op the counties of the interior. The hostile fleet, 
however, having anchored for a while off the mouth of the 
Patapsco, proceeded to the head of Elk, where Howe in- 
tended to land his army and strike towards Philadelphia. 

While this invasion threatened the State, the j^^^^ ^n 
Maryland line was engaged in the attack upon s^^^" '■>•»*•. 
Staten Island. Upon its increase to seven battalions, it 
had been divided into two brigades: the one composed of 
four battalions, was placed under the command of Small- 
wood who was promoted to the rank of brigadier general: 
and the other, formed of the three remaining battalions and 
Hazen's regiment, was assigned to Gen. Deborre, a French 
officer in the service of the confederacy.* Col. Richardson's 
battalion in pursuance of an order' of congress, had been 
' marched to Sussex county, Delaware, to overawe the tories 
of that State and the Eastern Shore. The British force 
stationed on the island ravaged the main land almost with 
impunity ; and Gen, Sullivan, who commanded the Mary- 
land division then lying at Hanover, conceived the design 
of attacking and carryiiig off a part of their force, consisting 
of a thousand tories stationed on the shore at some distance 
• Bptrka. 
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from the main body. For thia purpose, he divided hia 
troops into two -columns : the first brigade under General 
SmallwQod was to cross at Habey's Point and attack Col. 
Buskirk's regiment, which lay ne'ar Decker'ti Ferry. The 
second, under Qene'ral Deborre, with a few Jersey, militia, 
under Col. Frelinghuysen, was agaip subdivided when it 
reached the place of embarkation, twenty miles from its 
encampment.. Here the troops found but six boats : three 
were allotted to Col. Ogd^ni who commanded one detach- 
ment of Debbrre's column, destined to attack Col. Lawrence 
at the old Blazing Star^ ferry, and Cols. Dungan and Allen, 
wht> were stationed about two miles from each Other towards 
Amboy. The remaining boats were assigned to General 
Deborre, who accompanied by Sullivan in person, was to 
attack Col. Barton, near the new Blazing Star, ferry, and 
then to form a junction with Ogden. All ^e troops were 
transported into the island before daybreak. 

Misled by his guides, <xen. Small wood commenced /his 
attack at a different point from that intended, and Buskirk's 
regiment effected its escape : but Ogden and Beborre suc- 
ceeded to a very considerable extent. Lawrence and- Bar- 
ton were coitipletely surprised, and both of them, with 
several of their officers and men, were taken.- The alarm 
being now given, it became necessary to draw off the troops 
as speedily as^ possible ; but from the scarcity of boats a 
portion of the rear guard fell into the hands of the British, 
after making a gallant defence against their main body, 
under Gen. Campbell. In killed, wounded and prisoners, 
the Americans lost 164 officers and men; but brought off 
from the island 141 prisoners, pf whom eleven were officers. 
In addition, the enemy suffered severely in killed and 
wounded in the several actions.* - On his return from this 
expedition. General SuUivao received orders to join the 
commander in chief, and the Maryland line once more 
* ManbaU; Sptrki. 
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approached their native State. Bat many of them n^eKe 
destined never to enter its border. Finding their homes 
freed from the vicinity of the enemy, the Vniiitia of Mary* 
land^ now began to assemble, and inarch to the head of the 
bay; and Gen. Smaltwood was ordered to leave his brigade 
and Jead the men of the Western shore— while Col. Gist 
was detached from the line to leiid those of the Eastern 
shore. , Until the arrival of these ofBcers, who were march- 
ing with the divisioh from New Jersey, the militia were 
placed under Gem. Cadwallader of Pennsylvania. Colonel 
Richardson's regiment of continentals was directed to pro- 
ceed from their station on the Eastern shore to the same 
place of rendezvous. Every exer-tion was made by the 
State, to aid and increase the army of Washington, who 
was now marcMng- towards the Brandywii^e, resolved to 
risk a Jimttle in defence of Philadelphia. 

On'the 25th of August, the t^ritish army landed ^wn* of the 
at the head of Elk, and, having destroyed the few ^^^^ytae. 
public stores, which had not yet been removed, began their* 
march upon Philadelphia. After several brisk skirmishes, 
the Americans took post behind the Brandywine ; and on 
the 10th of September, the British advanced to force their 
position. The main body marched, towards Chadd's ferry, 
and, after a short contest .drove in Gen. Maxwell's brigade 
which had been thrown across the Yiver - to gall their 
advance parties. About eleven o'clock, Washington was 
informed that a strong body of the enemy, under Cornwallis 
having made a detour, was striking for Tremble's and Jef- 
frey's fords ; and he formed the bold design of crossing the 
river And attacking the coluibn in his front. But having 
received conflicting information from Sullivan, he aban- 
doned the attempt. About two o'clock, it was discovered 
that the movement was real, and Sullivan, with the Mary- 
land line anfd Stirling's and Stephens' division, was ordered 
to change his position and meet Cornwallis. This was 
20 
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immediately effected after a rapid march ; but befoie he 
could form, his righiwiog, composed of the Maryland divir 
sion, was attacked by the enemy; and Deborre's brigade 
broke after a slight defei|ce« The centre followed. ' The right 
wing attempted to rally, but was again thrown into confu- 
sion by a brisk charge of the enemy ; and the whole line 
gave way. Washington, witl) Greene's division hurried to 
the scene of action ; he only arcived in time to cover the 
retreat of the army. At the same moment, General Knyp- 
hailsen crossed at Chadd's ford, and drove i>aek the forces 
stationed there to oppose him. 

The losa of the Americans was 800 killed, 600 wounded 
and 3 or 400 taken prisDners : that of the enemy was about 
five hundred killed and wounded* The defeat of Washing- 
ton's array in this battle has been justly attributed to the 
ponfusion, created by contradictory intelligence, and the 
careless manner in which Sullivan brought bis men into 
action. It is certain that the Maryland line, although it 
behaved gallantly,, scarcely sustained its ancient reputation 
while under him, nor equalled its subsequent glory when led 
by its own chiefe in the south. Deborre, who commanded 
one of its brigades was a foreigner, unpopular with his men 
and entirely without their confidence. His brigade was 
the fint to break: his behaviour was made the subject of in- 
quiry by congress, whereupon he resigned his commission. 
It must be considered, however, that the division went into 
action without several of its principal and most popular 
ofiicers. Gen. Smallwopd and Col. Gist, who possessed 
the entire confidence of the men were absent at the l^ead 
of the militia, leaving their corps without their usual leaders, 
a material circumstance with inexperienced troops. In ad- 
dition to this a misunderstaiiding occurred upon the field 
between Sullivan and Deborre, which necessarily increased 
the confufton. ' The night before the battle the men had Iain 
en their armsy and slept but litde ^they were under arms 
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and in line the whole day without food, and were hurried 
into action only half fonned, after a rapid- march and sudden 
change of position. The- expedition of Sullivan against' 
Staten Island had already excited dissatisfaction, and, an 
inquiry in his ^conduct was ordered by congress. He was 
however, honorably acquitted. - 

The American army xecired towards Philadelphia, and 
encamped at Germantown to repose from its fatigues : but 
congress having resolved that another battle should be 
risked in defence of that city, Gren: Washington recrossed 
the Schuylkill and advanced along' the Lancaster road. 
Gen. Smallwood, still in the rear of the enemy; was ordered 
to collect all' the forces he cl>uld, to hvass their march, 
and to cut off their foraging parties. The advance of the 
two armies came in. sight, at Goshen, and a sharp skirmish 
immediately ensued: but a violent rain coming up, the 
American ammunition, which was badly secured, was ren* 
derisd unfit for use, and the troops, being mostly without 
bayonets, were compelled to retire. The retreat was con- 
tinued across the Schuylkill, where a new supply of powder 
could be obtained, in tim^ to risk another battle. This 
sudden movement placed Smallwood's trbops in great jeo- 
pardy, unsupported ^in the rear of the British army. His 
force consisted of 1150 Western Shore militia, and 700 
Eastern Shore, under Gist, l^esides Richardson's regiment 
of the Maryialid line. He was ordered to join the army at 
French creek-^ut before he could execute' the movement. 
Gen. Wayne was detached to form a junction with him, 
and, thus strengthened, to harass the enemy's rear. 

On the night of the 20th September, General ^^^^^ ^ 
Wayne bivouacked near Paoli, three miles from '^^y^^- 
the enemy's camp. Learning his position from his spies^ 
Howe despatched Gen. Grey to surprise him. The picket 
guards were driven in with the bayonet ; but the division 
instantly formed and several regiments by sustaining the 
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attack with great firmneas, gvre tima to the remaiiider to 
retreat. At the coinineDcement of the action, Smallwood 
was about a mile distant' from Wayne, not yet having joined 
him. His force, principally composed of raw militia, could 
not be relied on in anight attack : und, upon being aasaiied 
by a part of the enemy, were routed with the loas' of only 
one man. The continentals' formed again at a small disr 
tanee from the first ground, but t|ie enemy drew off without 
renewing the aotion. The American. loss was about thcee 
hundred men; that of the British only seven. 

Gen. Howe now moved* on to take possession of Phila* 
delphia, which he did without further opposition ; as Wash- 
ington, weakened by the absence of Wayne and Smallwood, 
and not yet joined by the northern regiments, deemed it 
hazardous to risk another battle in its defence. He how* 
ever resolved to cut off the supplies of the enemy from their 
shipping, and to seize the earliest opportunity to strike 
them in detail. New obstructions were^ therefore, thrown 
into the Delaware, to prevent the* ascent of thd fleet; and 
the garrison of Fort Mifflin strengthened by a detachment 
of several hundred continentals, under Lieut. Col. Samuel 
Smith of the Maryland line. 

Battle ofGei^ ^ ^^® distribution of .the enemy's forces, a 
mantomm. gtrong body was cuitoned at Germantown; 
Washington considered this a favorable occasion for a suc- 
cessful blow, and resolved to take them by surprise. The 
mai|i body of the British was encamped in the fields west 
of the town ^nd stretching towards the Schuylkill, on the 
banks of which was stationed a body of Hessians and 
chasseurs, forming their left wing. Their right, under 
Grant was posted on the east of the town, flanked by the 
. Que6n'« rangers. Qn the night of the 3d of October, the 
American army advanced to attack them. The right wing 
under Sullivan, composed of his own division, consisting 
of the seven Maryland battalions and Hazen's regimenty 
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and Wayne's. diTision, ^stained by Stirling's- corps, and 
fla,nked' by Conway's brigade/ marched down the Skippack 
road leading overChesnut Hill itito Grerma^itown, to' attack 
the main body of the enemy.' 'Gen. Armstrong, with a 
thousand Pennsylvania militia^ was thrown along the Schuyl- 
kill to assail the Hessians and chasseurs. ' The lefl wing 
of the Americans, under Green, composed of his'O^n and 
Stephens' divisions, marched by the York road to attack 
Grant^s foree in front, while General Smallwood and Col. 
Gist — who by a singularly perverse policy were, still kept 
from ^eir proper commands in the line — at the head of one 
thousand Maryland militia, with Forman's Jersey militia, 
made a large circuit to the \eti, to strike the rear of his posi- 
tion. The whole army commenced its march from the 
camp at Matuchen hills, aC nine in the evening; and the 
attack was to commence, at all points, ^ break of day. 

Afler marching all night the right wing reached Chesnut 
Hill at the appointed time ; and a regiment from the second 
Maryland brigade, with one of C9n way's, was detached to 
drive in the pickets at Allen's house.. The pidcet was 
briskly assailed, but was soon reinforced by all the enemy's 
light infantry. The attacking regiments, however, main- 
tained their ground 6rmly until the .whole Maryland division 
was brought to 'their assistance. They advanced in gallant 
style and with such resolution, that the light infantry were 
driven from the field ai^er a close and sharp SiCtion of iifleen 
or twenty minutes, and their encampment feH into the hands 
of the victorious line, which during these movements had left 
the road and crossed into the field on tiie western side of 
the town. The light infantry^ however^ continued their 
resistance at every fence, wail axid ditch ; and the assailing 
troops were much retarded in their pursuit by the necessity 
of removing every obstruction as they passed. In the pur- 
suit, a company of the '4lh regiment, under Captain Daniel 
Dorsey, was thrown across the road and engaged with a 
20* G g 
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body of the enemy, who had sheltered themselves behind 
the houses. As the Maryland division was pressing on, 
being already in advance of the rest of the army, Colonel 
Hall attempted to disengage and bring up Dorsey*s com- 
pany, but was -disabled by an accident, and the command 
pf his regiment devolved upon Major John Eager Howard 
who hurried on his men through the encampment of the 
light infantry, and captured two six pounders before they 
reached Chew's house. Here they were fired upon by the 
British, who bad thrown themselves into this strong build- | 
ing, and Col. Hazen, then in command on the 'left of the 



; Maryland line, halted in ihe rear of that position. 
I ! In the meanwhile, the remaining' regiments of the line, 

under Sullivan in person, pursuing the flying light infantry, 
j came upT)n the njain body of the enemy drawn up' to receive 
I them. A severe conflict ensued. Sullivan impatient of 
delay, at once ordered his Marylanders to advance upon 
them with shouldered arms ; they obeyed without hesitation, 
and the enemy after .a sharp resistance again retired. 
Wayne had moved along the east of the town, and was 
, now ordered to assail the right of the broken troops, which 
1 1 he did with« great spirit. Maxwell's brigade had been 
I baited at Chew's house and: was assailing i^ gallantly but 
I with great loss. Greene's division, 9t length made its ap- 
peamnce on the extreme left, while Stephens' fell in with 
and joined ^Wayne's. The. firing at Chew's house, which 
had become very heavy, now drew back Wayne's division, 
and distracted the several corps with the fear thaf the enemy 
was in force in that quarter. The morning was dark and 
hazy : and it was impossible to discover the exact position 
either of the 'British or of their own columns. The Vir- 
ginia line, under Stephens, afler having fought with great 
gallantry, was thrown into disorder, when the enemy were 
in full retreat, .by the approach of a party demanding quar- 
ter: and it was found impossible to rally them. 
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The Maryland line^-^-assisted. by a regiment of North 
CaroIiDians and part of Conway's brigade, were now left 
open bn their flank^ by the movement of Wayne ; and, hav- 
ing cont(nued the pursuit a mile beyond Chew's 'house and 
expended all their ammunition, found themselves unsup- 
ported by any other troops ; while the enemy was again ral- 
lying* on the left tp oppose them. At this critical moment, 
when their apprehensions were eitcited by the heavy firing 
at Chew's house, a light horseman on the right gave the 
alarm, that the 'British were in their rear ; and the line per- 
ceiving the troops on their right flying from the field, began 
to retreat in bpite of the exertions of their officers. They 
had already beeq engaged for three hours in severe fighting, 
and this, added to the long march of the preceding night, 
rendered them physically unable to continue the action. 
They, however, brought oflf all 'their cannon and their 
wounded. Their loss wa? several hundred, principally 
wounded ; Coh Stone of the 1st and Major Forrest of the 
3d regiment, besides many other officers, were among the 
number. Smallwood's division of Maryland and Foreman's 
Jersey militia, were unable to form a junction with Greene's 
division, being detained by a breast work which, tjie enemy 
had thrown up at Lucan's Mills. 

It being impossible to restore order, the troops were 
withdrawn, having sustained a loss of eight hundred killed 
and wounded and four hundred prisoners. The enemy, 
according to their own accounts, did not lose more than 
five hundred men. The steady valor of the Maryland 
troops, on this occasion, won for them the highest enco- 
miums from their commander, Cren. Sullivan. They were 
the fi^rst in action, and most constantly engaged ; and had 
already routed two bodies of the enemy, and pursued tl^em 
for several nkiles, from the first point of conflict during the 
space of an hour and a half, before Greene's division came 
up, and were still actively engaged .when th^ rest of the 
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army was retiring. To the want of exaet co-operation, 
occasioned by the darkness of the qnoming; and the delay 
of some of the cplumns by unforseen circumstances, mustb^ 
attributed the difficalties of. the day, which created a panic 
and snatched from their hands a victory already won.* 
Fon MifBiD. Washington again resumed his position on the 
Skippack: while the enemy turned their attention to open- 
ing their communications with their fleet by thQ Delaware. 
For this purpose, it was necessary to secure the .reduction 
of fort Mifflin. In order to compel an evacuation of the 
work, the enemy erected a battery at the mouth of the 
Schuylkill. It was immediately silenced by CominodOre 
Hazlewood with his fleet of galleys, in which lieutenant, 
afterwards Commodore Barney; of Maryland, served with 
distinction. On the following night, the enemy crossed to 
Province island, and erected another, which effectually 
commanded the block-house at fort Mifilin. The fire of 
the fleet soon compelled itd garrison to strike their flag, 
but while tHe boats were conveying the prisoners to the 
ships, a heavy column of the enemy again took possession 
6f the redoubt in spite of the fire from fort Mifflin. CoL 
Smith now attempted to take it by storm, but was twice 
repulsed : and. his numbers being reduced to one hundred 
and iifly effective men, by the lieaVy fire of (he redoubt and 
the severe duty of his post) .he was compelled to ask for 
>einforcements% A Vitgjinia and a Rhode Island regiment 
were sent to )iis assistance under the Baron D'Arendt, who 
ivas directed to take commlind of the whole force. Upon 
being thus superseded, Col. Smith demanded permission to 
rejoin his regiment, but being satisfied by the explanation 
of the commander in chief and his just commendations of 
his gallant conduct, he consented to remain. D'Arendt 
was soon compelled by ill health to retire from the island^ 
and he again resumed the command.^ On the 2Sd, Gouat 
• Manhall ; Sparks* vol. 6, pp. 80, 468. 
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Donop ftttacked Red Bank, with twelve hundred men^ but 
waa repulsed with the loss ^of five hundred killed and 
wounded. At ihe same time, the British fleet and batteriea 
opened upon fort Mifflin : their fire was gallantly 'returned* 
and two of .their frigates were destroyed. To reward the 
brave ' defence of the. Delaware, congress voted swords to 
Golonets Green and .Smith, and Commodore Hazlewood. 

Bui the communication with Thiladejphia was too im* 
poi:tant to the British tq be abandoned, and General Howe 
caused floating batteries to be constructed, to attack the 
post <frotn the north, while the fleet and th& batteries on the 
shore kept up a heavy iire on the pther sides. On the 10th 
of November, a new and heavy battery was opened from 
.Province Island, and the fleet approached as near as the 
obstructions in the river would permit. . The condition of 
the fort became critical in the extreme ; the works were 
battered to the ground, and the tneh, no longer covered, 
were killed and wounded in great numbers. Col. Smith 
himself was disabled ; • yet for six days, this fort was main- 
tained, with the most determined courage. On the night 
of the 16th, being no longer tenable/ it was evacuated. 
The garrison of fort Mercer was soon after withdrawn, on 
the approach of Cornwallis; a part of the flotilla was burned, 
the remainder escaped above Philadelphia : and the British 
obtained complete command of the Delaware. 

Early in December, Howe marched his forces out of the 
city,, as if to attack the American army, and a slight skir- 
mish ensued between his advance and the Pennsylvania 
militia who were soon dispersed. On the seventh, be ap- 
proached near the main army; and Washington, believing 
a general action at hand, threw Gist, with his Maryland 
militia and Colonel. Morgan's rifles, forward to attack their 
front and flank. The assault was made with great spirit, 
and, afl^r a severe skirmish, the enemy's advance parties 
driven back; bat being strongly reinforced, they in their 
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turn compelled Gist and Morgan to retire. Waahingtony 
unwilling to descend from his strong position and fight the 
battle in the plain below, withheld his reinforcements and 
prepared for a desperate defence of his camp. On the next 
day, finding it impossible to take him at disadvantage, the 
enemy retired to their qaarters in the city. Their loss, in 
the action with the Maryland militia and the rifles, was 

-upwards of one hundred killed and wounded : that of the 
militia sixteen or seventeen wounded, and of the rifles, 
twenty-seven killed and wounded.* 

In a few days afler, the main body of the American army 
went into winter quarters at Valley J'orge. The Maryland 
line, however, under Smallwood, now reduced to 1400 men, ' 
was stationed at Wilmington, to protect the State of Dela^ 
ware fi-om the ' incursions of the enemy. Whilst on that 
service, a detachment Succeeded in capturing a British brig, 
in the Delaware, laden with stores and provisions which 
made thetr winter quarters comfortable when compared to 
those of Valley Forge. Among3t other property on board, 

. were several valuable medical manuscripts, belonging to 
Dr. Boyes, a British surgeon of the 15th regiment ; these 
papers, Washington, with a characteristic nobleness of 
heart, directed to be returned to Dr. Boyes, saying that he 

- wished to prove to the enemy, that Americans did not war 
against the sciences.! 

Howe, having resigned,, was succeeded by Gen. Clinton, 
who received orders in the spring to evacuate Philadelphia. 
France had resolved to aid the struggling Americanis against 
the power of her ancient foe and rival, England. Some of 
her chivalrous sons, with the great and good Lafayette, 
were already battling under the folds of the stars and stripes 
in behalf of liberty ; but now the sympathies of the nation 
wer6 aroused, and all France threw herself into the conflict. 
An alliance ofiensive and defensive, was concluded with 
• Sptfkt, vol: 6, p. 182. t Itrid. 19e-2». 
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the envoys of the United States; and a powerful fleet and 
aim J were at once despatched to the American coast, Phil* 
adelphia. was easily accessible to a French fleet: and the 
British government, therefore, dir^ectedits evacuation. This 
was the first fruit of the new alliance^ 
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CHAPTER XII. 

•78 AND '79. 

yjN the 17tk of March, 1778, the lie^slature again assem- 
bled at Annapolis. In compliance with the earnest request 
of the commander in chief, congress had called on the 
several states for an increase of their forces : the quota 
demanded from Maryland was two thousand nine hundred 
and two men. To insure their speedy enlistment, the 
legislature assigned to each county its due proportion of 
the whole number, deducting the two companies of artil- 
lery already furnished to the army a^d the recruits On 
hand.* To render this arrangement effective, it was pro- 
vided that if the counties could not fill their quotas by 
voluntary enlistments before the 20th day of May, the mili- 
tia should be subdivided into classes, and, if each class did 
not furnish one man within five days, a draft of one of 
their own number should be made. The recruits as fkst as 
raised, were ordered to be forwarded to the head quarters 
of the Maryland line, unless Otherwise directed by the 
commander in chief. 

While this extraordinary drafl was thus being filled, 
Count Pulaski, a gallant Pole, was busily engaged forming 
his legion, under the authority of congress partly in this 
State, and partly in Delaware. He succeeded in raising a 

* The proportions of the several counties were as followi : St. Mary's, 
140; Kent, 128; Anne Arundel, 135; Calvert, 74; Charles, 145; So- 
merset, 130; Dorchester, 168; BalUmorev 281; Prince George's, 188; 
Cecil, 145; Talbot, 105; Queen Anne, 145; Worcester, 138; Frede- 
rick, 300; Harford, 103; Caroline, 108; Washmgton, 120; Montgo* 
mery, 166. 
240 , 
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corps, which afterwards did good serrice to the countryi 
,and led it on until he perished fit its head, victoriously 
enterinj^ a battery which he had stqrmed at Savannah. It 
seems surprising, at this day, haw the scanty population of 
Maryland^ distracted as it was by internal diTisions, could 
have supplied so many .demands upon it; and at the same 
time quelled all domestic resistance. In Somerset county, 
aigreat degree of disaffection still continued, in spite of the 
repeated failure of every attempt at insurrection. The le- 
gislature now adopted further and more rigorous measures 
to suppress these outbreaks. The governor was authorized 
to order out the militia of any county, if the occasion re- 
quired their assistance ; to march a portion of the compa- 
ny of matrosses into the infected districts; to fit out as 
many of .the armed boats or galleys of t)le State, as he 
should deem necessary, to guard the coast, and to raise a 
permanent independent company of one hundred men to 
be stationed on the Easterii Shore during the war.* They 
also conferred upon the excjcutive almost dictatorial au- 
thority, in case of invasion of the State or of a neighboring 
State by the enemy, for raising and arming men, and sup- 
plying provision, clothes, forage and mean^ of transpor- 
tation. These extensive powers were placed, without 
hesitation, in the hands of Thomas Johnson, who had been 
re-elected governor by the legislature in- the preceding 
fall, and whose sterling patriotism and public virtue merited 
the confidence whicli was reposed in him. Jt was not 
abused. Indeed the exigences of the revolution, frequent- 
ly called forth exhibitions of integrity and self devotedness 
worthy of the old Roman patriots and sages. 

In addition to these State affairs, the goveraor was fully 
occupied in endeavoring to supply the exhausted maga- 
zines, formed for the support of the continental army. The 
severe winter spent by the army at Valley Forge, had 
* HaiitoD*^ Laws. 
21 , Kk 
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almott drained the Sfate: for the abrthern and soathem 
states bad been Tery slow in sending in tb^ir quotas of 
proTisions, and it was feared thai its available resources 
were nearly exhausted. It, therefore, re()uired the greatest 
energy on the part of the' executiTe to aid the quarter- 
master's department. The governor and his council were 
also occupied in carrying into effect the measures of the 
legislature to supply the quota of the ^tate to the contin- 
ental army. The stringency of tbe act and its speedy and 
exact enforemnent, produced the most beneficial effects. 
By the middle of June, before tbe other states had well 
moved in the matter, except New Jersey, the Maryland line 
was raised to its Aill complement.* 

New elections having taken place, the second General 
Assembly of Maryland was convened at An^polis, by 
Governor Johnson, on* the 19th of October,. 1778. The 
session was important : and was rendered even more inter- 
esting by a warm controversy between tbe two houses, 
which was excited by aa attempt of the house of delegates 
to increase the pay of its members, from twenty-five to forty 
shillings per day.t The house contended that the insuffi- 
ciency oflhe per diem, as it did not eover the actual ^expense 
of a member while in Annapolis, would prevent many ho- 
norable and efficient men of smaH means fW>m serving in 
that body, thus tending to Ibrm an aristocracy of wealth 
in the legislature. . The senate steadily refused to accede 
to their propositiod, alleging that as the constitution had 
restricted the light of membership to men of certain pro- 
perty it was clearly intended to place the power of legisla- 
tio;i in the hands of persons of independent position, and 

* Washington*! letter ; Sparks, vol. 6, p. 899. 

t 25 shilUiig» =r |^J8|~40 shUlings hs $5.83|. Seveo sbillingrs 
and 81X pence, ojd Maryland canrency were equal to one dollar. The 
State adhered to this manner of reckoning— by pounds, shillinp and 
pence— until the close of tbe war of 1812 ; when the mode of computa- 
tion by doQaii and cents was anivtrsaliy adopted^ 
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that i& the present burthened condition of the country, it 
wu unjtist to increase the expenditure of Che gQvemment. 
At the same time, they offered to pro^de for the expenses 
of any indigent members of the lower house by special pay. 
Th^ housTe replied with warmth and dignity : but the senate, 
waiving further discussion, the matter remained unadjusted^ 
Thus recommenced the struggle between the popular ten- 
dencies of the constitution and the remnants of the old 
aristocratic ideais : a struggle which has worked out many 
important changes in that instrument, and enlarged the' 
rights and liberties of the people. But while thus sharply 
contending together upon this minor point, both houses 
united harmoniously in all matters ofpublic importance. 

Undier'the constitution, the number of judges coartofAp- 
of flie court of appeals lyas left undetermined : f^"^™*^ 
and as yet no such tribunal had been erected. As there 
wa's a pressing necessity for its establishment, the house 
proposed to the senate to fix the number of the court at 
five ; and on the 12th of December, 1718, recommended to 
the governor and council, Benjamin Eumsejr, Benjamin 
Mackall the 4th, Thomas Jones, Solomon Wright, and 
James Murray, Esqs., to be appointed judges. Both reso- 
lutions ^ere agreed to by the senate ; and carried into effect 
by the executive : and, by this act was completed Uie or- 
ganization of the government under the new cdnstitution.* 
After providing for the support of the officers and soldiers, 
who should be maimed or wounded in (he .service, and 
securing a gratuity of one hundred and fifty pounds to the 
officers of the Maryland line and the artillery, to relieve 
them from the distresses incident upon the great deprecia- 
tion of the paper currency, in which^they were paid, the 
legislature took up a question, which had heretofore occu- 
pied the attention of the conventioh.t 

Virginia still adhered to her claim to the west- PabUejuidi. 
* .Votes and Proceedipgs. - f Ibid. 



Digitized by 



Google 



244 



HISTORX or MAllTLAND. 



ero lands, and had Buceeeded in securing, in the articles of 
confederation, a olauae " that no State should be deprived 
of her territory, for the benefit of the United States :" and 
Maryland refused to give in her adherence to those articles^ 
while that clause existed. The preceding legislature had 
solemnly protested against this unjust appropriation of the 
public lands, won by the blood and treasure of all, and 
directed their del^ates in congress, to lay their protest 
before that body, and to offer an amendment authorising 
congress to fix the western limits of those states claiming 
to the Mississippi or the South Sea. The amendment was 
rejected, and the protest remained unanswered. The State, 
however, did not submit. A declajntion, was adopted by 
the General Assembly, setting forth their claims to a por- 
tion of the proceeds of these unsettbd lands, and urging 
their sister states, to open their eyes to their true interests 
and put at rest at once this vexatious subject. Their 
delegates, were instructed to renew their proposition, to 
cause the declaration to be printed and forwarded to the 
different states, as well a» laid before the members of 
congress, and to have it, together with their instructions 
entered at large upon the minutes of that body.* Whilst 
thus protesting against any usurpation of their rights, they 
pledged themselves tg- continue the struggle against the 
common enemy, and to do all in their power to bring it to 
a- successful termination. In proof of their sincerity they* 
at once took up the consideration of the treaties of alliance, 
amity and commerce, made between France and the United 
States, and unanimously approved of them, as equal, honor- 
able, and wise ; attd pledged themselves and the State of 
Maryland to be bound by their provisions and faithfully to 
fulfil them as go'od and true' allies. 

The cam- ^^ ^® "P^ng advanced, although preparing 

Piignofim |.^y ^ retreat, the British still continued to hold 

* Pitkin ; Votes aikl Proceedings. 
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pos'session .of Philadelphia, loath to .retire from Uie capital 
of the Statea^ The desire was entertained by many, that an 
efibrt should be made to drive them out of the city : ,but the 
Weakness of the American army and the backward state of 
the preparations' for the caftipaign, rentfered the attempt 
impossible, or at le'ast'exceedingly hazardous. Nolle of the 
states, except Maryland and Ne\ir Jersey, had. yet filled up 
their quotas of the new battalions, althoogh constantly urged 
by the commander in chief, to comply with the requisitions 
• of congress. At' length, on the 18th of June, 1778, the 
British' army evacuated Philadelphia, and crossed the Dela- 
ware. ' Washington, desirous of striking a blow upon their 
rear, called a council of war, which however, was opposed 
to his design. Being supported" by Lafayette, he deter- 
mined to risk an action ; and, having taken up his line of 
march, in pursuit of the enemy, be detached four thousand 
'men under Lafayette in advance, with orders Xo attack, if a 
favorable occasion presented itself. Major Gen. Lee, who 
had, in council, opposed a battle, being seconid in com« 
mand, now claimed the right of leading this strong body, 
and was accordingly detached with two divisions to take 
charge of the whole force. The epemy, had encamped at 
Monmouth Court House in a strong position. Washington, 
determined to attack the to the mometit they, began (o retire 
from their posts and directed Lee to carry thiis design into 
execution.* 

Sir Henry Cliiiton, annoyed by thef light parties n^m^ ^ . 
which hovered about his flanks und^ Maxwell, ■**»»««»«»»• 
and suspecting a design upon his baggage, sent it forward 
on the morning of the 28th of June, towards Gen. Knyp- 
hausen ; whilst, with a strong body of his best troops, he 
descended into the plains to attack the advance of Lee's 
corps. The position of the American force, immediately 
ia front of a morass, which was passable <^nly at a few 
• Sparks and Mvahalk 
21* 
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pointfl, wafl ictrcely tenable: retreat in case of defeat 
would be almost impossible, while the m«;^ch of reinforce- 
meDta to their assistance would be extremely difficult. 
Lee,. however, kept his ground, and the enemy opened a 
oajmonade upon Lieut. Col. Samuel Smith's battalion of 
the Maryland line which fbnned a part of Gen. Scott's 
detachment. Mistaking the oblique movement of one of 
the American columns for a retreat, and fearful of being left 
unsupported in this dangerous position, Gen. Scott fell 
back, and began to pass the ravine in his tear. Lee, 
doubting the propriety of engaging on the ground he oc«- 
cupied, did not correct his error, but ordered the remainder 
of the troops to retire and regain the heights behind Mon- 
mouth. Gen. Washington, at the first sound of the enemy's 
artillery, ordered his troops to cast aside tjieir p^cks and to 
move on rapidly to the support of the advance. After a 
speedy march of five miles, he came upon the front of 
Lee's detachment in full retreat before the enemy, without 
having made an elSbrt to maintain their position. Informed 
that they had fidlen back by the orders of their leader, and 
indignant that he had not been notified of a measure taken 
in defiance of his orders, he rode to the rear and severely 
reprimanded Lee for his disobedience. The enemy were 
closely pressing upon the retreating troops, while the ad- 
vance of the detachment was in danger of throwing the 
main army in confusion. The crisis required promptness 
of action. Lieat. Col. Hamsay's Maryland* battalion and 
Col. Stewart*s regiment were in the rear. Seeing Ramsay, 

* TIm regimebtp of the firit brigtde, wbi«h had been without • lesdcr 
since the refi^nation of Deborre, teem to have been detailed in the 
seveml detaebments on tbfs day. The dlvisioni engaged were so com- 
pletely confiiaed and oiugled together by, the carelestneas of the re- 
treat, that it is diActtlt to trace the severaf corps. The poeitien given 
to the third and fourth Maiykad regiments, (Lieutenant Colonel Ram- 
say's-.aad Lieat. Col. Samnel Smithli;, U voDtuied Upon tlie testi- 
OMny given in the proceedings of Lee*s coart martial. 
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Washington called to him that'he " was one of the officers 
he should rely upon io check the «neiny that day;" and, 
addressing Stewart in the same manner, he ordered Wayne 
to form them, and directed Lee to Teaasembte his detach- 
ment and maintain that position ' against the enemy, until 
he should bring up the main body. 

Their artillery now opened upon Ramsay and Stewart, 
who were soon after .sharply engaged with the infantry. 
The action was maintained gallantly, until overpowered bj 
numbers, .they were compelled to fall back': Ramsay himself 
being wounded and taken prisoner. But their obstinate 
defence had given time to the commander in chief to draw 
up the left wing and second line in their rear^-on the right 
of which was stationed Smallwood's second Maryland 
brigade. The right wing of the army ufider Greene, had, 
early in the day, been thrown forward by a road to die right 
of that pursued by the niain afmy, and was already in ad- 
vance of the scene of conflict. As soon as he was informed 
of the retreat of Lee and the present disposition of the 
forces, Greene changed his route, and coming up, took an 
advantageous position on the right of the main body. 

Thus firmly resisted in front, the enemy endeavored to 
turn the left of the Americans; but they were met and 
repulsed by parties of iUt infiintry 'detached to meet them. 
They then assailed the right, but without success : and Gen. 
Wayne, with the regiments he had formed on the centre, 
was ordered to charge upon them in .turn* He executed 
the command in gallant style, and after a sharp action the 
enemy were driven back. 

. As soon as the scale of victory began to turn, Washington 
ordered up Peterson's dirision and SmaUwood's brigade* 

* Captain Jacob of the 6tb regiment, and thenibre in the 9A brigade^ 
under Smallwood, in bis Life of Creiap, speakiBg of the actions of 
the Jiaiyland line, says, <* We bad the pleasure of diivihg the encttj 
off the field at Monmootb." 
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to secim the day. T^e British were driTen back to a 
strong position, on the ground where thej had received 
their first check from Stewart and Ramsay. Determined 
to follow tip his advantage, Washington ordered the artil- 
lery to be brought against them, and detached seteial bodies 
of troops to attack their flanks; but, before th^ arrange- 
ments could be completed, night came on. The troops 
slept upon their arras in order to renew the action in the 
morning; but Sir Henry Clinton, taking advantage of the 
darkness, drew olF his army silently, and made good his 
retreat, with roost of his wounded, to the heights of Mid- 
dletown. The loss of the British was upwards of three 
hundred men slain, besides many wounded and a few pri- 
soners; that of ihe Americans was only sixty-^ine killed. 
FiAy-nine British,* and several American soldiers perished 
without a wound, from the extreme heat of the day. 

Sir Henry C4 in ton's, loss on the field was increased in his 
march through New Jersey, by upwards of a hundred taken 
prisoners and more than six hundred deserters. After re- 
maining a few. days on the heights of JVfiddletown, he con- 
tinued his retreat towards New York, which he reached on 
•the 5th of July. The Amerilsan army now turned its line 
of march once more upon the Hudson, where it remained 
watching the movements of Sir Henry Clinton, until the 
close of the campaign. 

Maryland line ^'^ the mein while,- Baylor's and Pulaski's 
inN.jerMy. ^orps, Which were partly raised in Maryland, 
were stationed in New Jersey to protect the country from 
the inroads of the enemy. Both, however, were surprised 
at different times by parties of the British, and slaughtered 
with circumstances of excessive cruelty. The remnants of 
Baylor's dragoons were afterwards incorporated in Lt. Col. 
William Washington's light hprse, which did such good 
service in the southern campaign. It wa^ now found ne» 
* Holmes' Annds; vol. 2, p. ZS4. 
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oessary to po6f a stroager ibsce in New Jersey^ finr tbe pro- 
tectioB of that state during the winter, and, towards the 
^lose of November, the Maryland Hue, with several other 
divisions, was marched to -Middlebrook, where Gen. Wash- 
ington himself established his head-quarters./ The route 
from the Hudson was. rendered difficult and painful, )by a 
l^eavy fall of snow, and the bad roads it occasioned;, and 
the troops suiTeped severely,- whilst preparing the huts in 
which they were to pass the winter as they had done at 
Valley Forge. Yet the privations of the -army, were noi 
equal to those of the preceding season.* 

In February, 1779, the British landed a body of troops 
from Staten Island, with the design of taking Elizabeth- 
town: Smallwood, with the Maryland line, and St. Claijr, 
with the Pennsylvania division, were immediately ordered 
to form a junction at Scotch Plains, and reinforce General 
Maxwell, who lay nearest the scene of actfon. The British, 
however, faltered in their attempt; and having hurriedly 
retreated, the troops were recalled. The campaign of 1779, 
opened late, and was rather reniiarkable for Ji series of 
manoBuvres than for any brilliant actions, with the excep- 
tion of the storming of Stoney Point by Wayne^— in which 
afifair Maj. John Steward of the Maryland line was honorably 
distinguished :t and several surprises which the enemy suf- 
fered from the American partisan corps. The moral effect 
produced by the presence of a powerful French fleet, ready 
to aid the American army against any poiiit on the sea- 
board, seemed to paralyse the energy of the British leader ; 
and by placing him between two strong and threatening 

* Sparks. 

t At the head of one hundred volunteers be fought bis way into the 
fort with the bayonet, in front of the left column. A gold medal was 
presented by congress to General Wayne, and silver medals to Major 
Steward and Col. Flenrj. The thanks of the legislatore were also 
voted to Major Steward.— Proc. of Con, and Md. Ltg. 

li 
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opponents, contpelled him to remain inactive and on the 
defenstve. The allies then determined to. assume theofien* 
sire ; and^ in July, the army was concentrated at West 
Pcitit, the head-quarters of the commander in chief, fer the 
purpose of co-operating with the French fleet in jmy design 
that might he attempted against the British in New York. 
The Maryland Une formed its right wing. It was «oon 
found impracticable, after examining the approaches to the 
city, to execute any combined movement against the city, 
and the idea was accordingly abandoned** 

• Bptrki. 
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INTERVAL AFFAIRS. 



The withdrawal of Ihe British troops from Philadelphia 
and thfe consequent removal of the scene of the campaigq 
to a greater distance from their borders, gave the people of 
Maryland a breathing time to recover from the consUnt. 
drain of men, provisions, and militery supplies, which their 
vicinity had rendered necessary. During the camp)iign of 
'77, besides the frequent draft* of militia, for the protection 
of its owncoast, when the Cheasapeake was filled by Brirish 
cruisers, the State had furnished to the continental service 
two thousand and thirty regulars, and fifteen hundred and 
thirty-five militia. While the invasion continued most of 
the people upon the bay shore were under arms, and. those 
of the interior, in readiness to marcb to any threatened 
point. In the ensuing campaign, ' when the Bntish fleet 
had withdrawn fi-om the Maryland waters, and then army 
was stiU lying at Philadelphia, anxious to place a sufficient . 
forc^in the hands of Washington, to whom no State clung 
more faithfully in. all his trials, and against all his oppo- 
nents, it furnished a bodj.of three thousand three hundred 
and seven regulars; a quota one-third larger diafi that of 
any other Stete, except Delaware, according to the propor- 
tions fixed by congress. Its quoto to the campaign of 
1779, was twenty-eight hundred and forty-nine continentals. 
But it was not only for men that the State was looked 
to; its wheat, ripening earliest of all the wheat growmg 
states, wa3 always required for the. first supplies to the 
army, and was even imported by the permission of the leg- 
islature, by the irorth for their Stote and continental ase. 
^ 251 
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To protect this coasting commerce, which was extremely 
hazardous od account of (he undisputed supremacy of the 
British fleet, aqd to guard the entrance of the bay from the 
smaller ciliisers of the enemy) 'and the galleys of the lawless 
tories; the State was obliged to keep.,up a separate marine 
of some force. It consisted of the ship Defence and several 
galleys, the Chester, Baltimore, Independence, Conqueror, 
and a number of others, of different tonnage, besides a 
sloop of war and four barges. The prize money arising 
from the captures, made by these vessels, wad placed at the 
disposal of the governor and council^ for distribution among 
the victorious crews — an< incentive toei^ertion, which per- 
ceptibly increased their usefulness. In July, 1779, Com- 
modore Grason, in the "Chester, Cell in with a hostile armed 
ship and schooner, whioh were endeavoring to ma&e their 
way into the capes, and aAer a sharp, conflict compelled 
them to stand out again- to sea. 

Reducuon of '^^^ arrival of the French fleet, however, ia 
the Stale Ma- Considerable strength, at a later period rendered 
it less important to maintain this force, and the 
immediately pressing condition of the finances of the State 
caused the legislature, in March, 1779, to suspend the fitting 
out of additional, galleys :-— the Annapolis, which was then 
getting ready was laid aside, the State's surplus of powder 
sold, the ship Defence and the several galleys and fioats, 
with the exception of two of the best gaUeys and one bqat, 
were disposed of and the. money paid into the treasury. 
At the dame time, the companies of Matrosses, heretofore 
stationed at Baltimore and Annapolis, were ordered to pro-^ 
ceed at once to the head-quarters of Gen. Washington, 
and report as portion of th^ Sjtate's quota for the camp^iign. 
Thnemwuep, But whilst engaged in carrying out these mea- 
sured of economy, the house of delegates re-opened the 
controversy of the last session, by a resolution increasing 
the pay of ^ members. They were sustj^ned by strong 
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grounds in their position. .The principal medium of cur- 
reney had, long since, become a depreciated paper, issued 
by the State and b]^ congress. The exigencies .of- the 190* 
ment could not be met by the proceeds of taxation, and 
bills of credit we're constantly issued, withihe delusive hope 
that a fkTorable turn of affairs would bring about their speedy 
redemption. As these issues were enlarged, their value 
fell far below that which thoy bore \ipon their face, and, of 
course, continued to sink lower and lower at each new in- 
crease, which was rendered nominally larger by its depre- 
ciation in current value. Every effort was made to support 
their credit, but in vain. Many of the States made them, 
by law, a legal tender in payment of debts. The legisla- 
ture of Maryland; at the session of 1777, declared that the 
convention and State issues, as Well as continental paper, 
should be received as legal tenders in payment of debts, at 
nominal value — a robbery of the creditor for the benefit of 
the debtor — but the courts decided that this only applied to 
the bills issued before the plissage of the act. The continen- 
tal emissions had already increased to the enormous sum 
of two hundred millions of dollars, and had /sunk so low in 
public confidence that they were rated at forty dollars in 
paper for one in silver. 

The nominal pay, therefore, of a delegate or senator, at 
twenty-five shillings a day, when reduced to specie value, 
was utterly insufficient to meet his expenses; and the ac- 
tion of the house bore, on its very face, an argument which 
seemed irresistible. For a time, the senate continued its 
opposition, but at length yielded ; and the amount of the 
pay was inccea^d to three pounds current money (eight 
dollars) per day, for the session, and a like sum per day for 
itinerant charges. Charles Carroll of CarroUtoi}, was the 
only man, who had tho courage and the moral honesty to 
persevere in his opposition ; and the. strong and pointed 
protest which he entered upon the journals of the senate, 
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fumishes a complete and able Tipdieation of his couee. He 
considered the resolve a daogeroiis precedent, for future 
legislators, to vote the people's money* into their pockets; 
for its existetice would take away from men, in whom the 
desire of gain might overcome the dictates of duty and 
honesty, that dread of the people which alone could pre- 
vent them from enriching themselves with the spoils of their 
constituents. It was, besidesy a measure calculated to 
exempt the lawgivers themselves, from those very incon- 
veniences, which the people at lar^e were enduring; which 
were reducing to destitution the gallant soldiers who were 
shedding their blood in the field, and rendering penniless 
the brave officers who sustained the honor. of the State and 
defended its liberties, spending in the meanwhile their own 
fortunes to make up the deficiency of their pay caused by 
the depreciation^* It was a continuance, too, of that " pri- 
vate and selfish spirit which Induced the passage of the law 
making bills of credit legal tender in payment of debts, un- 
necessary and impolitic at its commencement, injurious and 
oppressive in its continuance, and alike destructive of pub- 
lic and private ftiith/'^ This spirited protest produced its 
effect upon the members of the senate; and when a few 
days after, a second tender law, to remedy the decisions of 
the courts by including in its provisions the issues made 
subsequent to the passage of the former law, was sent up 
from the lower house, it was rejected by a vote of five to 
three. 

The discussion of these, questions led both houses to the 
consideration of a subject, which had already occupied the 
attention of congress and the nttion-^-tlie proper recom- 
pense and just provision for the officers of the Riihy, who, 

* Gapt Jacob, in Crtnp'i Life, p. 18, says he was despatched by a 
farty of officers of the Maiyland line to Baltimore, to purchase ck>(h 
for eoati ; after great difficulty he bought fifteen yards, for fifteen hun- 
dred poQods, which were mads' into ten regimental eoati 1 1 1 
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it was every where admitted, were bearing the heaviest buiv 
dens of the war, with. a pay, which scarcely supplied them 
with the necessaries of life, and were, most of them, now 
BO redneed in estate, .as to be frequently dependent upDn 
the gratuity of the States for the. clothing they wore. Their 
condition at the close of the war, began already to be 
looked to. When that happy event should arrive, it would 
'be to them the foreruuner of utter destitution. The army 
would, of course be disbanded or much reduced, and these 
men, broken down by the hard service of the war, wasted 
in estate and no. longer fitted for a business life, would be 
thrown on the world without support, unless provision were 
made for them by the country, in whose cause they had 
spent their best days. The matter was digitated in congtess, 
and several of the States desired that a half pay for life 
should be granted to these gallant men: but at length the 
economists prevailed, and, afier a sharp struggle, it was 
determined to bestow upon them at the. close of the war. a 
gratuity equal to seven y^ars full pay. It was afterwards 
reduced to five years pay.. With this. they -were compelled 
to be content, and it at least afforded to the younger and 
more vigorous, the means of starting out afVesh in life, to 
toil for a sustenance among their countrymen, in peace, 
with the same fortitude that had marked their struggle for 
liberty against the common enemy, in war. 'But the. legis- 
lature of Maryland was actuated by a noi>ler septiment: 
and those, who had hitherto enjoyed the- security won by 
the sufferings of the anqy, did not permit any feelings of 
parsimony to interfere with its appropriate reward. 

The legislature, therefore, upon the determination of the 
question in congress, immediately resoliwd, that the officers 
of the Maryland line, who should serve to the close of the 
war, should be entitled to half pay during life, to commence 
after the expiration of the seven years pay voted by con- 
gress. They further extended this provision to the .widows 
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of such officers as would have been entitled to half pay, 
during their widowhood^^a delicate restriction justly due 
to the sacred memory of the dead. 

To remedy, f<;>r the present, the wanu of the officers and 
soldiery the legislature ordered that each commissioned 
officer should be furnished annually, during the war, with a 
good uniform and four shirts, 'besidea a daily allowance of 
a variety of necessaries, enumerated in the act, and the 
privates, rations of rum and tobacco equivalent to twenty 
pounds per year. In the several reorganizations of the 
line, disputes had arisen as to precedence: the Asseipbly 
now referred the whole matter to Gen. Washington, re- 
questing him to settle the rank of all officers in the Mary- 
land line and separate corps, as 'he., should deem most 
consistent with justice. He was also requested to incor- 
porate the Maryland' portion of the German battalion and 
the rifle regiment, into one battalion, to appoint proper 
officers and enrol it in the line of the State. For the pur- 
pose of hastening the recruiting service, the commander in 
chief, was desired to detach suitabW^cers with active ser- 
geants to enlist men in the State to fill its quota ; and the 
sum of two thousand dollars was immediately appropriated 
to meet the necessary expense; while to each recruit in 
addition to the bounty allowed by congtess and the State, 
were presented a hat, shoes, stockings and overall — homely 
provisions which denote the pressure of the times. 

The divisions of party already began to make their ap- 
pearance in the two houses. The legislature, in imposing 
taxes, had directed a treble tax to be levied upon non-jurors, 
persons who had refused or neglected to take the oath of 
allegiance to the State. The tiltra patriots, who were re-, 
solved to spare no means to crush the tories and support 
the army, insisted upon this measure, whilst the more 
moderate desired to release the non-jurors from the heavy 
burdens thus imposed upon them in addition to. that of dia- 
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A'anohisement. Some x>f these non-jurors, were clergymen 
of the church of England, who besides, other disabilities, 
had been prohibited from teaching or preaching the Cos*, 
pel; — several acts had been introduced for their relief upon 
taking the oath,? but .always rejected. A resolution for the 
general relief of don-jurors upon their taking the oaths, was 
now proposed. It awakened the most violent opposition, 
and Samuel Chase, a 'distinguished 'member of the house of 
delegates, openly charged that there were iories, or persons 
unfriendly to the cause, in the two houses. He was sum*^ 
moned before the senate Uo . make good his assertion, as 
/ar as it related to the members of that body. ' He accord- 
ingly appeared, and baying objected to their authority to^ 
require his preseUce, proceeded, at the request of the 
senate, to make speciiic charges against several meftibMrs 
of that body, of disaffection and lukewarmnes's to the cause 
of liberty.! As two of the members implicated were absent, 
the affair was referred ,to the next session of the senate in 
July; when, being thoronghly investigated, the allegations 
were unanimously declared unfounded. But the resolution 
in favor" of non-jurors although it passed the house was 
rejected by the senate. Subsequently,, however, a tempo* 
rary relief was granted to them. 

During the preceding t^ampaign ; a large nnmber of the 
German troops in the service of the British, had deserted, and 
some had found, their way intQ Maryland ; many foreigners, 
attracted by a desire to serve under the American flag, or 
to partake of tjie new liberty which seemed to be already 
established, had arrived in the country; and more, it was be- 
lieved, were desirous '^of immigrating, if proper inducements 
were offered to them. The legislature, conscious that a . 
great accession of strength would be made (o the State 
by incorporating these persons with the inbabitantSi and 

* Votes and Proceedingi, Sencfte, Jaly, 1779, p. 0^. 
t Votes and Proceedings, March,. 177^ 
22^ Kk 
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indoeing them to enter heartily into the common c&iue, by 
generouflly sbiringr with them their rights and privilegesy 
passed a naturalization law, by which all foreigners, upon 
taking the oath of allegiance to the State, were at onc^ ad- 
mitted to the rights of natural born citizens,. sate and exeept 
the privilege of holding any. civil office, unUl after a resi- 
dence of Heven years. In order that these liberal induce- 
ments might be made known abroad, the governor of the 
State was directed to cause the act to be printed and circu- 
lated in Great Britain and Ireland, and to be translated into 
German and distributed throughout the cities and towns of 
Holland, Germany, and Switzerland. 
Second to- Thomas Johnson had now served three years 
▼ernoroCiiM in the responsible and arduous office of governor, 
^'^' having been twice re-elected without opposition ; 

and the constitutional restriction rendered him no longer 
eligible. When the time arrived for a new election, two 
candidates were proposed, Col. Edward Lloyd, and Thomas 
Sim Lee, Esq. On. the 8th of November, 1779, the elec- 
tion took place, and a majority of votes of both houses being 
cast in favor of the latter gentleman, he was duly proclaimed 
governor of the State. Desirous of testifying their high esti- 
mate of the public conduct and administration of the late 
governor, the two houses transmitted. to him an address, 
which forms the best eulogy upon his character and services 
during the critical period, at which he presided over the 
destinies of the' new State, and upon his <* prudence, assi- 
duity, firmness and integrity," conspicuous even in the 
galaxy of distinguished men, who then adorned the annals 
of Maryland** 

The effect of the depreciation of currency, in raising to 

*an enormous height the prices of labor, produce, and all 

commodities, called for some measures of relief; and a joint 

committee of both houses was appointed to consider the 

* Totet and Proceedingi. 
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matter. They proposed that a convefition of commissionOB, 
from the seVeral States, should be assembled at Philadelphia, 
in January ensuing, to take measures for limiting prices to 
a certain standard throughout (he. country. They also ad- 
vised that the gOYemor should be empowered to seize pro.- 
visions, wherever a surplus should be found, and suggested 
sharp measures against*> forestailers and engrossers, who 
bought up grain and produce for the purpose of .specu- 
lating upon the distresses of the a#my. Three commission- 
ers were, accordingly, appointed on the part of Maryland, 
with full ]>owers, to agree upon any united action in refer- 
ence to this important subject, and to report the result of 
the conference to 'the nejtt General Assembly, should they 
deem it proper. - 

Another question of great importance grew out Gontiinfion 
of the deranged condition of the cOrrency. The of'^'^J^ 



weight of the taxes already imposed, and the over- 
whelming debt -which had been contracted, filled the minds 
of the most ardent patriots with apprehensions. Congress, 
at length awakened to the ruinous tendency of inordinate 
issues of paper without credit and having only a compulsory 
circulation, limited their amount to two hundred millions 
of dollars ; and^ determining to cancel .as much as possible 
of this sum, called on ,the States for their respective shares 
of one hundred and thirty-five millions, to be paid in nine 
monthly instalments.* - The quota of Maryland amounted 
to fourteen millions two hundred and twenty thousand dol- 
lars, making the monthly instalm^Qts, to be paid by the 
pepple, reach the sum of one million five hundred thousand 
dollars. The rate of taxation upon the assessment of pro- 
perty to raise this amount, exclusive of the tax of thirty 
shillings for the State, was tweAty-seven pounds on every 
hundred pounds. But the frightful proportion diminishes, 
when it is remembered, that the valuation was inade at the 
• Pitkin 
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old specie pr currency rite, and the .taxes were paid in the 
depreciated paper, then nearly forty to one. , 

The leaders in the house of delegates, in castipg about 
for some means to meet this heavy draughty resolved in 
imitation of the example of other States, to confiscate the 
property of those who had adhered to the royal cause, and 
bring it to the ham men Many men of large fortunes bad 
thus deserted the cause of their country ; and it was deemed 
but justice to seize their estates, either as the property of 
open and notorious traitors, or of British subjects, found 
within the State and fair spoil of war. A bill for that pur- 
pose, was accordingly framed and passed by the house and 
sent to the senate. The November session was now draw- 
ing to a close ; several of the members were absent, and the 
senate j considering the question one of too great importance 
to be hastily disponed of and doubting the justice and ex- 
pediency of the matter, returned the bill to the house de- 
siring it might lie over to March session of 1780, as they 
were not prepared to act finally upon it. But the house 
would admit of no delay, and despatched, by a delegation 
of sixteen members, a strong remonstrance to the senate. 
They contended that the people were unable to raise more ' 
than nine millions, by jtaxation, at the rate of one million 
per month ; and that some extraordinary measure must at 
once be resorted to. The property of the refugees would 
sell for at least the balance of five millions'; and this would 
give time for the taxes to be collected and paid in. Besides, 
delay was dangerous ] unless congress received the expected 
aid, a further emission would be necessary, and the con- 
dition of things rendered still worse. . A warm and ably 
conducted controversy ensued ; and the senate, forced to 
act, rejected the bill- for the present, suggesting^ as a more 
appropriate source of revenue, that congress should make 
foreign loans and pledge for their payment the western 
lands which were improperly claimed by certain States^ 
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Unable to agree, both hoasea adjourned over to the twenty- 
eighth of IVfarcb, 1780. 

In the meanwhile, the people heartily took up the. subject 
of the confiscation of British property, and^ when the 
Assembly re-opened its sessions at the appointed time, 
numerous petitions were presented from all parts of the 
State, urging the adoption of the measure. The amouht 
required to be paid, had now increased to twenty-three 
millions, seven hundred thousand dollars, rendering the 
difficulty of raising it, by taxation more evident. The Statea 
had failed to pay in their proportions, and 'congress, as the 
house had predicted, was . compelled largely to exceed the 
limit of two hundred millions, which it had assigned fpr the 
issue of paper money. To meet their quota, the people of 
Maryland, would have been obliged to pay in a. tax of one 
hundred pounds of paper for cYory hundred pounds worth 
of property. The house immediately passed another bill 
for the confiscation of British property, which the senate, 
after a renewed contest, again rejected. 

A scheme was then devised for calling in the old issues 
of continental paper, by an issue of State paper, at the rate 
of one dollar of the new for thirty-lhree and a third of the 
o}d, and pledging the faith of the State for its redemption : 
this measure met with the same fate, and, after a long session 
spent in firuitiess attempts to effect a compromise, both 
houses adjourned to the seventh of June, having ordered 
the disputed bills, and; the messages concerning them, to 
be printed and circulated throughout the State for the in- 
formation of the people. 

The bill for recalling the continental issues ^be old to- 
was at length agreed to, in Marcb, and the old 
were redeemed, at the rate of forty to one of the 
new. Few, however, were brought in ; and ihe laws making 
thera currency being repealed, they soon, altogether ceased 
10 pass, and quietly died in the hands of their holders. In 
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this state of «fiairs, it wis impossible to pltce any value 
upon currency, and, in fixing the governor's salary, the 
legislature was compelled to assign it to him* in wheat, at 
the rate of forty-five hundred bushels per year.* 
conflacauon '^^^ March session passed without an effort to 
iNii pMMd. jjy^ng up jiie confiscation bill, and it laid dormant 
until October, when, aAer material modification« it was at 
length agreed to by both houses. That injustice might not 
be done, an opportunity was allowed, to the owners to 
come in and take the oath of allegiance io the State, prior 
to the first of March, 1782. This provision was extended, 
in an especial manner to ex-governor Sharpe, whose de- 
portment as Proprietary governor of Maryland, had won the 
respect of the people. By another act, the quit rents of 
the Proprietary were forever abolished.! 
The coDfed- Early in the revolutionary struggle, Benjamin 
^niim, Franklin introduced, into congress, a plan for the 
confederation of the colonies, which was occaaionally 
discussed from time tb time, until the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. Then a more enlarged scheme of union became 
'necessary; and a committee of one member from each 
State was appointed to draft articles of confederation. The 
dark and trying struggles which ensued, compelled the 
postponement of the subject, to April, 1777, when congress 
resolved to devote two days, in each week, to its exami- 
nation, until a definite conclusion should be reached. 
On the 15th of November, Ihey were finally adopted, 
and printed copies were sent to the legislature of each 
State, for their consideration, accompanied by an address 
requesting them, to authorize their delegates, in congress, 
on or before the 10th of March, 1778, to subscribe the 
articles of confederation. In June, 1778, the delegates 
were called on for their instructions, upon this subject, 
from their States. New York, New Hampshire, Virginia 
* Totei and Proceedingi. f Haassn'k Laws. 
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and North Carolina, unconditionally adopted the plan 
Amendments vere proposed bj the others, but all the 
States except Maryland, Delaware and New Jersey, had 
instructed their delegates to agree, even if they should fail 
to obtain the adoption of their propositions. 

Maryland was determined not to relinquish The'pubue 
its claim to a portion of the public lands, and ^^'»<*»- 
its delegates, in pursuance of their instructions, proposed 
an amendment, authorizing congress to fix'the boundaries 
of States claiming Westward to'the Misisissippi or the South 
Sea. Upon this, question the States were nearly equally 
divided; Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
and Rhode Island were in itis favor — ^lassachusetts, Con* 
necticut, Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia, against-^ 
^nd New York undecided. The amendment was therefore 
rejected. In July, the articles were formally signed by the 
delegates of all the States, except^ Maryjand, Delaware and 
New Jersey,' who were urged by congress' to give their 
immediate attention to it; as a subject of vital importance. 
New Jersey, in November, directed her represeht^tives to 
accede to the confederation; and Delaware followed her 
example in February, 1779. Maryland alone held out ; and 
the legislature resolutely asserted their determination iiot 
to accede uiitil their rights in the western lands should be 
secured. As these claims affected Virginia, and their in- 
structions to their delegates particularly pointed to that 
State, it called forth, a strong remonstrance on her part, and 
the legislature of that commonwealth instructed their dele- 
gates in congress, to ratify the union with such. other States 
as would join with them, declaring that it should be bidd- 
ing without the assent of Maryland, allowing the State how- 
ever a certain time to* unite with the confederacy. Con- 
necticut adopted a similar course. But Mainland was no 
more moved by threats, than it had been by remonstnudce. 
As n^^any of the States felt a strong interest in the success 
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of its demands, they refused to. accede to the proposition 
of Virginia ; and the confederacy remained unratified. At 
length, New York led the way to a settlement of the diffi* 
culty, and instructed its delegates in February, 1780, to limit 
the western boundary of the State, and cede to congress 
their claims to lands beyond it, '' to enure for the use and 
benefit of such of the United States, as should become 
members of the Federal alliance of the said States and for 
nO other use or purpose whatever/'* This act, the instruc- 
tions of Maryland, and the remonstrance of Virginia, were 
referred to a committee of congress, who reported a resolu- 
tion, calling on the several States to follow the generous 
example of New York, and thus effectually remove every 
obstacle in the way of a perfect union, and requesting 
Maryland to accede to the confederacy. In order to give 
effect to its recommendation, congress, afterwards, pledged 
itself that the public lands should be held for the common 
benefit of the whole — and as they became populated, should 
be parcelled out into free and independent States. In 
compliance with this request Virginia, on the second of 
January, 1781, by a resolution of the legislature, determined 
to cede to the United States all her claiiAs to lands north- 
west of the Ohio.t 

But, whilst Maryland had thus for two years persevered 
in holding aloof firom the confederation, it had «not for one 
moment relaxed its efforts in the common cause. At the 
very time when it was thus contesting with Virginia, its soi^s 
were fighting on the soil of that State for ks defence, and 
traversing the whole south, shedding their blood, without 
stint upon every battle field — the Maryland line and the 
Virginia regiments, side by side, bearing the brunt of the 
hard fought southern campaigns* But' now the State stood 
triumphant ; every difficulty had sunk down before its firm- 

• Pitkin, vol. 2, p. 88. f Iblci- P- 88> •^^ «lso Burke, Hist. Vir- 
gtaim vol. 4, p. 471. The final deed of ceMion was not made until 1784. 
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ness and perseyerance ; and on tih» second of Febraaryi 
1781)* the legislature authorized their delegates in congress 
to sign Che article^ in their behalf. It was solemnly done 
on the first day of Inarch, and the union thereby com- 
pleted^ ** This important event was on the same day pub- 
licly announced, at Philadelphia, the seat . of goTemment, 
apd immediately communicated to the executives .of the 
several States, to the American ministers m Europe, to the 
minister plenipotentiary of France, and to the commander 
in chief to be announced to the army under his command/M 
By the articles of confederation, each State preserved'its 
separate and distinct sovereignty, while the United States 
only possessed such authority as was specifically delegated 
to them. No State was to have less than three or more 
than seven diBlegates in congress, who w^re to be chosen 
annually and were only eligible three years out of six. .The 
votes in congress were td be \aken by States ; and it re*- 
qnired a majority of States to carry a question, unless it . 
related to peace or war, t6e army, navy or the coinage of 
money, .when it could only be passed by a vote of nine 
States. The articles could not be. changed, altered or 
amended^ except by the consent of^all. The States were 
prohibited iVom making peace or war^ laying imp'bsts, which 
should interfere with those of the United States, and main- 
taining an army or navy in peace, without the consent of 
congress. Congress was authorized to make peace or war, 
raise fleets' and armies, coin moneyi contract loans^ and 
issue bills of credit : and to appoint a. committee of one 
finom each State, called a committee of States, to sit as an 
executive committee during its own recess. The great 
error in the system, as was afterwards, abundantly proved, 
was the want of a sufficient federal power in the union, a - 
defied #faich was at length remedied by the adoption of 
the present constitution ten years later. 
. * Y6U» and Pioc. October set sion, 1780, p. 49. t Pitkin, v. 2, p. t$. 
23 LI 
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CHAPTER IIV. • 

THE SOUTHERN CAMPAIGNS. 

During the jear 1779, the southern array had been par* 
ticularly unfortunate; Georgia and South Carolina were 
reconquered by the enemy ; and North Carolina invaded. 
In this critical state of afiairs, it was resolved by congress 
that the Maryland and Delaware lines should be despatched 
to reinforce that department. In April, 1780, they were 
accordingly detached^ under ihe command of* Major Gen. 
De Kalb, and, after marching through New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, embarked at the head of tllk river. The first 
brigade passed through the State on the 5th; the eecond on 
the 11th of May. They numbered, thei>, about two then* 
•and strong t and most, of that gallant and veteran array, 
looked for the last time upon their native State. Yet 
proudly conscious of their noble bearing, and the honor 
they had won it, they cheeifblly marched on to new fields 
of glory, without pausing to receive the gratulations of 
fiiends, or to revisit those homes, to which they might never 
more return. ^ The south was calling for their aid ; and 
these relics of many fights, some of them sharers 4rith GSst 
of the bloody daf upon Lon^ Island, some, who fought 
at Harlaem Heights, White Plains, Fort Wadiington, and 
through five severe campaigns, were hastening thither to 
cross their bayonets with Bridsb steel again. The legisla* 
ture to expedite their march, dirscted a stim of three thou- 
sand dollars to be paid to each officer, and, to welcome their 
passage through the State— a gratuity of rum to be distrip 
bated among the non-commissioned officers and privates. 
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To- strengdieii the<ioutheni force, as mach ia po8u)>le, thof 
fiirther ordered that the three Maryland companies of aitil* 
)ery, ia.the continental service, should be formed into four 
with proper, officers, and attached to CoL Harrison's Vir- 
gitiia regiment. They, also^ passed stringent measures to 
increase the number of the line, by the enlistmeiit or draught 
of fourteen hundred men, to which a thousand more were 
mdded in June. However, the actual ' number of recruits 
did not reach the amount called for. An additional regi- 
ment was raised, and placed under the command of Colonel 
Alexander L. Smith, but after it had marched to the south, 
its officers were recalled and the men drafted into the old 
regiments. The legislature then published an able and 
stinring address, to the people of Maryland, calling on them 
to come forward, at this trying time, reminding them of 
the outrages, perpetrated by the British soldiery on their 
brethren in New J«rsey,-rrecotmting the reverses which 
had befallen the American arms, the reduced conditioh 
of their forces in the south, the fall of Charlestown and 
the conquest of South Carolina; and urging them, like the 
"Romans of old, to .draw pew resources and an increase 
of courage, even from defeats, and itaanifest to the world 
that they were then most to be dreaded When most de« 
pressed." 

The progress of the line was somewhat delayed by the 
difficulty of obtaining provisions ; but the news of their 
approach preceded them, and served at once to raise the 
spirits of the southern people. At Hillsborough, in North 
Carolina, they encamped, until further preparations were 
made to facilitate their march to the south, and to give time 
to the militia of Virginia and North Carolina, under Caswell 
and Stevens, to join them. On resuming their march, they 
were overtaken at Deep river by Gen. Gates, whom congress 
had desired to be appointed to the southern department 
The conqueror of Saratoga was received with tl^e greatest 
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enthusiasm, by ihe arfny of the tonUi ; and the eclat of hi* 
namei and the gallant force be accompanied, aided materi- 
ally in bringing out the militia- of the invad,ed States. The 
broken remdos of the cavalry, which had served through 
the preceding campaign, had withdrawn to North Carolina 
to recruit, and their officers requested Gates to use his in-, 
fluence to fill their corps ; but he refused to do so, thinking 
Affmand's horse^ which he had with him, sufllcient for his 
purpose. He learned to regret his neglect. De Kalb had 
already selected a route for the army, somewhat circuitous, 
but through a fertile country, where provisions and supplies 
could be readily obtained ; but Gates, eager to reach the 
scene of action, fixed upon a more direct course, through 
a barren and exhausted district. The consequenices to jthe 
troops were serious in the extreme. The men were reduced 
to live upon green corn and unripe fruit-*-a diet which soon 
produced disease— -and suffering* and deaths diminished his 
effective force. The horses, destitute of forage, were unable 
to support the forced marches, and the whole army when 
it approached the enemy was broken down and scarcely fit 
for immediate service. 

As Gates advanced towards Camden, Sumpter, Marion, 
and Pickens, three distinguished southern partisan leaders, 
rallying their scattered troops, made their appearance in the 
field. Lord Rawdon, who commanded at Camden, desirous 
of striking a blow before the Ameripans should concentrate 
their forces, advanced to a strong post fifteen miles in fVont 
of that place, on Lynch'^s creek. But the American general^ 
inclining to the right, and endangering his position, he fell 
back to Logtoyrn, nearer Camden. Desirous of opening 
his commumcation with Sumpter, Gates at once advanced to 
Rugely's Mills, and, having learned from that leader, that a 
British copvoy of stores and provisions, were on their way 
from "Ninety-Six to Camden, immediately detached Lieut. 
Cofonel Woolford, with four hundred men of the Maryland 
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line, and two light pieces of artillery, to form a junction 
(With Sun) pter and^ attack the enemy's train.* 

Lord Corhwallis, informed of the movements of ^he Battle or 
' the American general, immediately hastened to ^*™**«*»' 
Camden, and determined to seek a battle, before his enemy 
oould increase his strength. He^ accordingly, marched 
from 'that place by night, intending to surprise the Ameri- 
cans. By a singular coincidence. Gates had set forward 
upon a similar design ; and the advance parties of the op- 
posing armtes met at half past .tyvo o'clock in the morning, 
a few miles from Saunder's creek. Armand^s cavalry, the 
van of. the American force, was soon driven in by the Bri- 
tish guards, under Lieut'. Col. Webster] and the flight of 
the fugitives threw the leading Maryland regiment- into some 
disorder: but the heavy'fire of Porterfield*s and Armstrong's 
infantry upon the flanks gave it time to rally, and the guards 
were driven back. 

As if by common consent, both armies oeased their fire 
and, drawing back awaited the dawning of day. Immedi- 
ately, the two hostile leaders began to form their lines of 
battle ; and the nature of the ground and the arrangement 
of the troops materially efiected the result. The British 
troops, numbering about two thousand men, were posted 
between two swamps, which protected their flanks and 
rendered the superior numbers of the Americans of little 
avail. The American lefV, resting on the morass, was com- 
posed entirely of Virginia militia under Stevens, Whose 
flight would leave the centre and riglH wing unprotected, 
and expose them to be taken in flank and rear. The North 
Carolina militia, under Caswell^ formed the centre, and 
three regiments of the first Maryland brigade, under Gen. 
Gist, with the Delaware regiment, formed the right, white 
the second Maryland brigttde, under Smallwood', was sta- 
tioned as a reserve three hundred yards in the rear of the 
* Leeli Memotffc 
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line. Baroa De Kalb commanded on the right and aloDg 
the line of battle, while Gates retained the general superin- 
tendence of the whole to himself, and took post between 
the main body and the leserre. . 

As the iirst streak of day broke in' the east, the artillery' 
opened' on both sides, and the left under Stevens, was 
ordered to advance. To teach the Virginia militia to stand 
the fire of the enemy, Col. Olho H- Williams, of Maryland,- 
with a party of volunteers,, moved in their froqt against the 
British artillery to draw and sastain their dre ; and General 
Stevens, after exhorting'his men to use the bayonet freely, 
l^d them into action. Cornwallis, immediately, threw for* 
ward his right under Webster with his veteran corps* The 
Virginia militia^ scarcely waiting to deliver one fire, broke, 
and, throwing away their arms, fled in the utmost disorder. 
The North Carolina militia, followed their shameful exam- 
ple; and Gates, Stevens and Cadwell, in yain attempting 
to rally them, ^ere borne' frotn theiield by tfie flying mass 
of ffightened men. One regim^t of North • Carolinians, 
under Dixon, an old continentar officer, cheered by the 
firm bearing of the Marylanders,' on Whom 4hey flanked, 
alone maintained their ground/ * .: -^ 

• At the same moment that the left wing broke, Cornwallis, 
elated with success, ordered Rawdon to charge 4ipon the 
right. But Gistt's brigade stood immovable. -For a while, 
the terrific struggle seemed of doubtful issue — *' bold was 
the pressure of the foe," exi^aiihs iqi. eye-witness, "firm 
as a rock the reisistan^e • ojT Gist-— iNow the Marylaaderft 
were gaining ground." .The gallant Howard, at the head 
of Williams' regiment, impetuously broke .up<^ the enemy 
and severing his front, drovo the opposing -corps before 
him ; and it seemed as if the lost battle was about to be re- 
trieved even whilst the commander in chief was flying far 
from the scene of action. But the eagle-«yed Webster, the 
best and bravest officer after Cornwallis in the British army, 
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ttpon the flight of the centre and left broagbt hie veteran 
guards upon their flank. In a moment they were met by 
the seeond Maryland brigade, which- Smallwood rapidly 
brought up to replace the fugitives, and the battle was a^^n 
renewed with undiminished spirit upon the left« 

Finding his flank once more protected and his Mary- 
landers bearing up with nnflinohing valor, the brave De 
Kalb— although out numbered two to one^ resolved 10 make 
one great and final effort with the bayonet. Dreadful was 
the charge. For a time the two lines seemed mingled with 
each other, clinging together and slaving with that terrible . 
weapon — the weaker going down before the stronger* 
But at length the veteran troops, of Comwallts begali to 
recede ; at one point they were broken, thrown into dis- 
order, and many prisoners werONtakeh; A single corps of 
cavalry would have retrieved the day : but Gates' folly had 
rendered victory impossible. The forward movement had 
again uncovered the lei> of Siftallwood's brigade, and Web» 
ster immediately .turned the- light infantry and the twenty- 
third regiment upon his open flank. Smallwood, however, 
sustained himself with undiminished vigor : but, bornlp down 
at last by superiority of force, began to recede." Soon, 
however, his brigade forced back its assailants and regained 
the line of battle ; again it gave ground and again it rallied. 
The right under Gist and De Kalb continued tor, maintain 
its superiority. ^ 

Cornwallis, alumed at the nnexpected resistance, of the 
Maryland line, and having before experienced its desperate 
valor with the bayonet, now concentrated his whole force, 
and brought it upon them. The inequality was too great 
to be resisted. The whole British army was poured upon 
these two devoted brigades, who still maintained their 
ground, although only numbering eight hundred men,* 

• It fa&d been redacod by detachtttbti made .belbra tba battls.— 
Biiike>li]s.erTa.,4thvol.p.40O. ' 
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opposed to more than two thousand British re^lars, and ' , 
surrounded and unsupported, ]pet still ^ghting on with un* j ' 
I flinching hearts. The cavalry were- suddenly thrown in « 
I upon them, in front and rear, while they were still entangled ; | 
j with the infantry. The moment was critical ; De Kalb, at | 
I the head of one regiment, attempted to restore the fine — ' 
I but overpowered, he feli covered with wounds, and was • 
I made prisoner :— -his life being saved by the generous De ; ' 
Boysson, his heroic aide-de-camp, who threw himself upon | 
his fallen leader, and received in his own body the bayonets | 
aimed at his friend. Intermingled with the infantry, and I ] 
j trampled under foot and sabred by the dragoons, without 1 1 
space to rally— the bravb troops were broken, and driven 
from the field by successive charges. " To the woods and 
swamps, after performing their duty valiantly, these gallant i 
j soldiers were compelled to fly. The pursuit Was continued 
i with keenness and none were saved, but those who pene- 
trated swamps which had been deemed impassable. The 
road was heaped with the dead and dying. Arms, artillery, 
horses and baggage, were strewed in every direction." 
I Brigadier Gen. Gist moved ofT with a body of one hundred 
men, still maintaining their ranks unbroken, through the 
swamp, where the cavalry could not pursue them, while 
Col. Howard effected his escape with a s^ill smaller party.* 
The loss was severe. Four hundred North Carolina mi- 
litia were taken prisoners, and sixty killed and wounded*- 
for a portion of them — ^the regiment under Dixon — ^had 
gallantly continued to maintain its ground, on the lefl of 
the Maryland lin^. The Virginia militia, to the regret of 
all, escaped with only the loss of three men, wounded in 
the flight, and a few taken prisoners. The loss of the 
Maryland line' and Delaware regiment was exceedingly 
8evere.-^Three or four hundred killed and wounded, and 
one hundred and seventy.prisoners, mostly of the wounded 

* ManbaQ; Jjf*9 Memoirs; Tsrleton's Campaigns, tec. ' 
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The regiment of. Delaware was reduced to less than two 
companies,* and, having lost its field officers^ GoL Vaughn 
and Major Patton, was afterwards formed into one company 
under Captain Kirkwood. 

The brave De Kalb, though treated with every attention, 
survived but a few days. He spent his last nloments, in 
dictating a letter to Gen. Smallwood, who now succeeded 
him in the command of the Maryland line, ''Aill of sincere 
and ardent affection, for the officers and soldiers of his 
division, expressing his admiration 4>f their late noble but un- 
successful stand ; reciting the eulogies which their bravery 
had extorted from the enemy, together with the lively 
delight such testimony of their valor had excited in his own 
nund, then tiovering on the shadowy confines of death. — ^In 
thi» endearing adieu^ he comprehended Lieut. Colonel^ 
Vaughn and . the Delaware regiment, and the artillery 
belonging to hia division, both of which corps had shared 
in the glory of that disastrous day. Feeling the pressure 
of death, he stretched out his quivering hand to his friend 
De Buysson, protid of his generous wounds, and breathed 
his last in benedictions on his faithful, brave division."* 
His death was lamented in Maryland and his ^memory 
honored. The legislature, in testimony of their respect 
and gratitude, passed an act-granting the rights of citizen- 
ship to his descendants, a copy of which they directed the 
governor to transmit to the Baropess De Kalb, his wife :t 
and congress ordered a monument to be erected at Anna- 
polis, with an inscription commemorative of his actions 
and glorious death. To the disgrace of the qatidn the 
resolution has not yet been carried into effect. 

Grates, in the midst of his defeat, wais, for a, momept, 
cheered by the intelligence, that Sumpter and Woolford 
had succeeded in capturing the convoy of the enemy ; but 
the gratifying news was speedily followed, by the aa- 

* Lee's MeiBoizi, p. 96. f Votes and Pfoeeedingi Assembly. 
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noanc«iii6Bt thtt Taiieton b«d, in tofn, surpriied «ii 
defeated them, kiUiog or taking priaoBera tbe larger por> 
tion of the infantry, and dispersing the taralry. In these 
two actions, the Maryland line suffered greatly, in oflkerst 
Besides its distinguished leader, De Kalb— it had to regret 
the loss of Capt. 'Williams, 6ih regiment, Capt. Duval, 2d 
regiment, Lieut, and Adjutant Coleman, artillery— killed* 
Capts. Sommerwell, 6th, and Gibson 5th, Lieuts. DuteII 
and Sears, 3d, and Ensign Fickle, 7tli— ^wounded ; Lteul* 
Col. Woolford, 5th regiment. Major Winder, 1st, Captains 
Brtce, 3d, Hoops, Lynch and Hamilton, 5th, and Hardman, 
2d, (also wounded), Smith, 3d, (wounded), Dorset, artillery^ 
wounded, Lieut. Waters, artillery^ Lieuts. Shoemaker and 
Hanson, 4th, (also wounded),. Norris, 6th, (wounded), 
Wallace and Mosely, artillery. Ensign Burgis, 4th, and 
volunteers, Lieuts. Nelson, 6th) (wounded), and Rutledge, 
4th, taken prisoners : and Capts. Mprris, 7th, (wounded), 
and Gassay, 2d, Lieut. Gassaway, 2d, Capts. Meredith and 
Blair of the artillery, missing.* 

Throughout this hard fought but disastrous day, Gens. 
Smallwood and Gist conducted themselves with exemplary 
skill and bravery, and the thanks of congress were roted to 
them in a special manner.! Lieutenant Col. Williams, the 
adjutant general, was every where in the heat of action, 
volunteering to face every danger, although out of the line 
of, his duty ; and Lieut. CoK Howard gave proofs of that, 
*' solidity of character,''! that cool and daring courage, 
which afterwards distinguished him as one of the first and 
bravest of Maryland's sons. Gates, in vain endeavored to 
rally the'flying mihtia; could he have succeeded, and brought 
them back to the aid of the line, the victory would have been 

* Tarleton's Campaigns. 
' t Gen. Otst wai promoted on the 19th of January, 1779, to a briga- 
dieiBhip, and Smallwood, after tbe death of De Kalb, was made migor 
genenl on the Iftth SeptemlMT, 1780. | Lee's M. 
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retriered. He h»Hed, lor ^a time, at Charlotte, to gather a 
portion of the remnants of that gallant army, he had so 
htely led into the qputh ; and then removed to Hillsborough, 
one hundred and eighty miles from Camden. 

Siiiallwood and (rist remained at Charlotte, whh about 
one hundred and fifty officers and men, to rally their scat- 
tered soldiers^ Col. Williams, with a brigade major, was 
detached towards the scene of the battle, to bring up all the 
stragglers he could find, and to obtain information of the 
enemy.. Major Anderson, of the 3d Maryland regimcmt, had 
succeeded in rallying a portion of his corps, not far from 
the field, and now, learning the point of rendezvous, pro* 
ceeded to Salisbury by slow marches, to give time to the- 
dispersed soldiers to join their colors. By these cool and 
skilful ' measures, Smallwood succeeded, in ten days, in 
collecting upwards of seven hundred npn^commissioned 
officers and privates^ besides the larger portion of his com- 
missioned officers, which number was fortunately increased 
by the recapture of one hundred and fifty continental 
prisoners taken at Camden, made by the indefatigable 
Marion, on their way under escort to Charleston. ' 

Cornwallis, crippled by the desperate resistance of the 
Maryland line, the Delaware regiment, and Dixon's North 
Carolina militia, on the fatal 16th of August, was unable to 
follow np his advantages, without further reinforcements. 
His strength was subsequently weakened by the capture of 
Colonel Ferguson, at King's mountain, and an advantage, 
which Sumpter obtained over Tarleton. The army, there- 
fore, remained undistuibed at Hillsborough, and the com- 
mander employed the time in re-organizing the several corpa. 

In compliance with General Washington's directions, the 

seven Maryland regiments of the old line, were reduced 

into one, to be called the first Marylai^d, and placed under 

Col. Otho H. Williams.* The superriumerary officers, under 

f AppandizD 
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Gen. Gist, for wkoni there wu now.no longer any command ' 
m the broken condition of the armj« were ordered back to 
Maryland to take charge of the recruiting stations, and to 
form two new regimenta^ a^ rapidly aa possible.* The 
numbers of the new battalions were fixed by the commander 
in chief at five hundred and four men, and the legislative 
of the State at once set about raising recruits to fill them 
op.t The militia of the State were again divided into classest 
and each class was compelled to furnish, within five days, 
a soldier, either free or a slare,t and it is said not a few 
negroes served throughout the war, not only in the Mary- 
land, but in the lines of other States, with faithfiilness and 
courage. 

Gen. Smallwood was retained in the army, as ^second in 
command: and was detached to- the Yadkin, to take cha|ge 
of the militia, gathering in that quarter. The Virginia levies 
soon after joined Gates, increasing his force to about four- 
teen hundred continentals ; which was furtl^er strengthened 
by a corps of volunteer caTah7 and two divisions of North 
Carolina militia. He now moved to Charlotte ; and Small- 
wood was advanced. from the Yadkin to the Catawba, while 
Morgan * was thrown forward with a light corps. In the 
mean while, congress dissatisfied with the conduct of Gates, 
requested Gen. Washington to supercede him; and Gen. 
Greene was at once despatched to the south, to take the 
command. The only reinforcement, which coul4 be spared 
him from the northern army, was Lee's legion composed of 
three companies of infantry, and three of cavalry, and num- 
bering about three hundred and fifly men. On his way the 
new commander passed through Delaware and Maryland, 
which had been annexed, by congress, to the southern de- 
partment, to urge the forwarding of reinforcements. In 
Maryland he was informed, that Gen. Gist was indefatigabiy 
engaged in raising the new levies, «. work wliich, in spite 
^ Laa'i Mamoin. f Spvks. ^ Huuon'i Laws. 
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of <$very effort OB.the part of the^tate, owing to the ex- 
hausteil conditioit of the people, proceeded slowly. He * 
held a long conference wHh &e governor and council, and 
having made his final arrafigen^entd hastened to join his 
anny, at Charlotte, in North Carolina, where he arrived on 
the 2d of December. He immediately commenced a series 
(ff active and energetic, movements; SmaHwood's detach- 
ment was drawn into the main army, while a chosen body 
of troops was placed onder the command of Morgan to 
operate on the western quarter. It consisted of four hun- . 
dred men, of the Maryland line, under Lieutenanf Colonel 
Howard, two companies of Yirginia militia, mostly dis- 
charged continentals, under Cajpts. Triplett aiid Taate, and 
Lieut. 'Col. Washington!s dragoons, one hni^dred in num- 
ber. When Morgan reached Broad river he was joined by 
several parties of militia. . He took post near the confluence 
of Broad and Pacol^t rivers.'- \ ^ 

Cornwallis had ordered from the north « reinforcement 
of fifleea hundred men under Gen* Leslie, who was now 
approaching to ufiite with him. Learning the movements 
o/ the. American forces, he auspected .a design against 
Nidety-Six, jdnd determined to strike a bloif at Morgan, 
before he could be joined^ by the hardy mountaineers of the 
wedt. Acc^ordingly he detached Lieut. CoL Tarleton, with 
his legion and other forces, amouoting to about one thou- 
sand men, to pursue him; •whilst he; himself,, put the knain 
body in -motion^ to cut off his retreat, if he should escape 
that active officer. As Tarleton approached, Morgan re- 
treated : and so rapid was the pursuit, that the British 
cokmna passed through the ground of the American camp> 
only a few hours afler it had been abandoned. . Leaving 
his baggage behind hkn under a guard, Tarleton hurried 
forward through the whole night, and, on the morning of 
the 17th of JAudary, 1781, came in sight of the Americans, 
encamped at the Cowpens. 
24 
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TiMb«ii«or Morgan, aecustomed to win l>aUle8, had i«* 
thfOowpeia. jroated with reldcftance, ahbough a retrograde 
morement waa rendered necessary by the advance of Com* 
wallia, parallel to his route': now be had gained snffioient 
time to risk an action, and, having been joined on the 
evening of the 16th by Gen, Pickens with a body of five 
hundred militia, he determined to await the coming of the 
enemy. The ground was open, and fiivorable to Tarleton^ 
whose cavalry outnumbered that of Morgan three to one ; 
and, fearful lest the Ametican general would again retreat, 
that energetic officer immediately formed his wearied troops 
into line/ and advanced to assail him. 

Morgan arranged his men with consummate skill. The 
Marylanders, with Triplelt's .and Taite's companies of Vir- 
ginia militia, all old soldiers, composed his main and second 
line under the command of Col. Howard, and were posted 
upon an eminence covered with open wood, with Wash* 
ington'a cavalry in their rear, as a reserve. The first line 
consisted entirely of miliiia, 'under Gen. Pickens ; while, 
a short, distance in th^ ftont, two parties of North Carolina 
and Georgia militia, were stationed as skirmishers. As the 
enemy began to advance, Morgan addressed his soldiers 
briefly, hut energetically. Re directed the militia to deliver 
but two or thi^e volleys, and then to retire and form behind 
the main line. ' The Marylanders; he reminded of their past 
glory, ** of the confidiBuce he had always reposed in their 
skill and courage, and assured them that victory was cert|dn 
if they licted well their part.'** Then, taking hb post, he 
awaited the advance of the enemy. 

Tarleton moved rapidly to the assault. The skirmishing 
parties of militia delivered their fire, and, falling back, 
formed on the flank of Pickcfnft' men. The British pressed 
on with loud shouts, upon the first line, which however 
maintained an undismayed front, and poored in a ^loae 
• liM'i Momoin. p. 181. 
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(ad destructive firej but the enemy Gontinued to advance 
with the bayonet, and the militia, being anned mostly with 
rifles, retired in ha^e.. A poTtion, with Pickens, formed on 
the right of Howard, (he rest fled to their horses in the rear 
of the Une* Already believing the victory in their grasp, 
the enemy pursuing the .flying militia, . charged upon the 
continentals. They were -met with unshaken firmness. 
The conflict became desperate ; for a time, neither the as- 
sailants nor the a8sailed> seemed to give ground. But the 
iSnconquerable spirit of the Marylanders, at length, pre« 
Tailed, and the enemy began to falter. Tarleton immediately 
ordered up his reserve, and his line, thus reanimated, again 
advanced, extending its front so as to endanger Howard's 
right. That officer, instantly ordered his flank company to 
change its front, but mistaking the command, it fell back ; 
upon which the line commence^ to retire. Morgan at OQce 
directed iVio retreat towards the cavalry, ai^d assume a new 
position ; a man<Buvre which was executed, with coolness 
and precision, and which eflectually relieved the menaced 
flank. 

The British, mbtaking the movement, for the precursor 
of a -flight, rushed forward with great impetuosity and in 
disorder to complete their triumph. Perceiving their con* 
dition, Howard, not yet having reached the position marked 
out by Morgan, suddenly faced about, and poured in upon 
the astonished enemy a close and murderous fire. Their 
ffront ranks recoiled under the shock; and, seizing the 
happy moment, Howard cheering on his men, broke in 
upon them with the bayonet* The chatge was terrible and 
decisive : and the day was won. Dearly was the slaughter 
of Camden repaid : the whole British infantry was killed or 
taken— OAe hundred, including ten officers were killed upon 
the field, and twenty-lhree officers and five hundred pri- 
vates taken in the flight. Almost at the same instant, that 
Howard was winning this brilliant victory over largely sii^e- 
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rior forces, Col. Washington was routing the cavali^ of 
Tarieton. This sanguinary corps had pursued the retreat- 
ing militia to their horses and ruthlessly begun to sabre 
them, when Washington charged upon and drove them 
belbi^ him« With the remains of his cavalry, Tarieton fled 
from the field, closely pursued by Washington, who at one 
moment, in the eagerness of pursuit, advanced more than 
thirty yards beyond his regiment. Tarieton turned upon 
him, seconded by two of his officers. The officer on the 
right aimed a blow at Washington, which was intei^epted 
by his Orderly Sergeant Everhea^t,* who disabled his sword 
arm. The officer on the iefl, at the same moment, aiming 
a blow at him, was wounded by a pistol bullet fired by a 
servant boy. The blow of the third — Tarieton himself— 
Washington parried with his sword, leaving his mark upon 
the British leader's hand for life. Reining back bis horse 
in rage, Tarieton discharged a pistol at him, wounding him 
in the knee, and continued his flight* His artillery, eight 
hundred muskets, two standards, thirty-five baggage wagons, 
and one hundred dragoon horses, fell into the hands of the 
conquerors, whose loss amounted to about seventy men, 
only twelve of whom were killed^ 

Never was there a more complete, or more glorious, vie* 
tory. The force of Morgan did not much exceed eight 
hundred men, half of whom only were regulars — and obly 
eighty cavalry — while that of Tarieton reached a thousand, 
comprising three hundred and fifty cavalry, and all chosen 

* or Frederick County, Md., — he had served throughout the whole 
revolutionary war, and was well known in western Maryland l<mg after 
its close. Subsequently yisiting Frederick, Col. Washington ^eot for . 
Everheait, then residing in Middl'etown in charge of a congregation, 
and the two old men met and embraced, with tears in their eyes, recur- 
ring to the eventful scenes they had passed through together. £verbeart 
died in 1839, aged 74 years, and was buried with every testimony of 
respect and affection, an4 with the honors of mr,— Sketch of (he JAfi 
o/Ewerheari, by L. P. W. M. ; South. Lii, M. 
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men, the very sinews of Comwallis' army. This splendid 
force was entirely annihilated. Although the militia did 
good service-^" the weight of the battle/' says one, who 
served in the same campaign with great distinction, "fell 
upon Howard ; who sustained himself admirably, in those 
trying circumstances, and seized, with decision, the criti« 
cal moment to complete with the bayonet the advantage 
gained by his fire.'' Yet he won the battle without orders; 
and after he had swept the field by his glorious charge, 
Morgan rode up to him and said severely, " You have done 
well — for you are successful— had you failed I would have 
shot you." At one moment Howard held in his hands the 
swords of seven British officers who had surrendered to 
him. Congress awarded Howard and Washington silver 
medals-^Morgan a gold medal — ^Pickens and Triplett 
swords.* 

Cornwallis, having been joined by Gen. Leslie Greene's re- 
and finding himself still superior to Greene, who ^'^^^ 
was unable to profit by Morgan's splendid victory, took the 
bold resolution of burning his baggage, conTorting his army 
into light troops, and pursuing the Americans into North 
Carolina. Morgan immediately hastened to rejoin the 
main army, and, by forced marches, crossed the Catawba 
before his pursuers could reach its banks. The British van 
appeared in sight, just as he had made good his passage ; 
and a heavy rain coming up, the waters suddenly raised, so 
as to become no longer fordable. The freshet continued 
for two days and gave the Americans time to dispose of 
their prisoners, call in their detachments, and make every 
preparation for retreat On the third day, the British 
forced a passage with some loss and pursued the retreating 
army with great rapidity. As soon as Morgan had orosaed 
the Yadkin, its waters also, as it weae providentially, became 
swollen and impassable horn the rains, and the British 
* Lt«, p. 184 ; Manhall. 
24* Nn 



Digitized by 



Google 



383 HISTORY OF MABTLAND. 

were again delayed. Cornwaliis, despairing of striking the 
light troops, before their junction with Greene, determined 
to cut him off from the fords on the Dan, and force him to 
an action. 

The British army numbered twenty-sereii hundred men ; 
that of Greene twenty*three hundred, of which five hun* 
dred were militia, and two hundred and seventy caTalry in- 
cluding Lee's corps, then in fine condition and mounted on 
fresh horses purchased in Maryland, and far superior in 
quality to those of the enemy. Unwilling to risk an action, 
until reinforced from Virginia, the American leader detes* 
mined to retreat towards Guilford Court House, and de- 
spatched Col. Carrington, aided by Capt. Smith of the 
Maryland line, to collect boats for the passage of the Dan, 
when the army should reach it. To harass the march of 
his enterprising enemy, he formed a light corps of his best 
infantry under Howard, Washington's cavalry, and Lee's 
legion, with a few militia riflemen, amounting in all to 
seven hundred men, the command of which he offered to 
Morgan. But that gallant oflicer then suffering severely 
Irom the rheumatism and about to leave the sendee, de- 
clined, and it was tendered to Col. Williams. "This 
accomplished gentleman and experienced soldier, accepted 
it with cheerfulness and yet becoming diffidence,"* and 
fulfilled the duties of his charge with honor and ability. 

On the tenth of February, Greene began his retreat from 
Guilford ; and Williams with his corps inclined towards the 
left, throwing himself in front of the advance of Corn wallis. 
And now began a series of masterly manosuvresi of rapid 
marches, and severe duty. Com wallis, finding a strong 
corps of horse and foot in his front, and uncertain of the 
object of his enemy, immediately checked the rapidity of 
his march. Williams, then, selected a route lying between 
that of Greene, which was on his right or to the east, and 
• Lee'i MemoiiB, 
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Gomwallis, on his left or to the west, both annies moriog 
north. The enemy, having condensed his force, renewed 
the rapidity of his march, and the rear-guard of the light 
corps under Lee, was constantly in sight of the ran of the 
British under O'Hara. In the night, Williams increased 
his distance to prevent a surprise ; and the duty, sufficientF 
ly severe during the day, then became painful and trying in 
the extreme. The necessity of maintaining extensive pic* 
kets, and numerous patrols, kept half the corps constantly 
in active service. Each officer and man was allowed but six 
Jiours sleep in forty-eight, and sufficient time was afforded 
them for only one hasty meal a day. At three o'clock 
in the morning they broke tip their bivouac and marched 
forward rapidly, to secure time for their hurried repast; 
and sometimes they were even deprived of it, by the sudden 
appearance of the enemy. At night, when the halting 
ground was reacBed, worn down with fatigue, officers and 
soldiers not on duty, cast themselves upon the earth, for- 
getting hunger in the overpowering weariness, which op- 
pi^ssed (hem, after forty-eight hours of ceaseless toil and 
watching. Yet every man performed his duty with alacrity 
and cheerfulness.* 

On the morning of the thirteenth, Gomwallis changed bis 
route towards Dix's ford, and fell into the rear of Williams ; 
and the pursuit was continued with' increased activity, as 
the. two annies approached nearer the Dan. Greene was 
now in the vicinity of that river, and Williams suddenly 
changed his route to the road on his right, which had 
already been traversed by the main army, keeping his corps 
together ready for a prompt blow against the enemy, if any 
occasion presented itself. The distance between the van 
• and the rear of the two armies began to diminish. More 
than once were the legion of Lee and the advance of 
O'Hara, within musket shot of each other ; and the militia 
* Lm's Mamoiis. 
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ridemeD were with difficully restrained from picking off the 
parsoers. Both parties, however, maintained a pacific de- 
meanor, and seemed like portions of the same army vieing 
with each other in rapidity and skilfulness of manoeuvre. 
But that seeming holiday parading, was full of interest to 
the whole south : had Williams' corps been involved with 
the advance, the strength of the southern army might have 
been destroyed, and Greene, shattered and no longer 
covered by his light troops, would have fallen an easy victory 
to Cornwallis. The burden, therefore, of the retreat fell 
upon Williams, and gallantly did he bear it Never, per- 
haps, was there made so ably conducted a retreat— over 
such an extensive country, filled with rivers and forests-* 
with so little loss^-^ecarcely a single man killed or cap- 
tured, and in the face of an active, energetic and superior 
enemy, whose van for days was constantly in sight of the 
retiring rear. * 

But its termination was at length approaching. On the 
fourteenth, Williams was informed that Greene had safely 
crossed the Dan the day before, and, leaving Lee's legion 
on his former route to amuse the enemy, struck rapidly to- 
wards Boyd*8 Ferry, his men having been cheered up and 
renovated, by the glad tidings of the safety of that army, for 
which they had endured such unequalled privations and 
fatigues. The enemy were still close upon his rear, but the 
light corps crossed without inteniption, and were followed 
by the legion infantry. At nine o'clock, the cavalry reached 
the banks of the river, and were safely crossed in the boats, 
which were there gathered on the northern shore by the 
providence of Carrington and Smith. 

Thus closed this remarkable retreat, unparalleled through- 
out the war, for the consummate skill of the leaders and the 
patient endurance of the soldiers of both armies. From 
South Carolina to Virginia, through a country thickly settled 
with hostile tones, in want of provisions and clothing, with 
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only a blaqket td every foar men, and without stiiocs, the 
gallant army, of Greene, maintained its order, in its (apid 
route, without loss and without concision ; and reached its 
destination in safety, in spite of every exertion of a superior 
force under the ablest general, the British service could 
boast. From its .formation, the light corps of Williams, 
never slept under a tenl until it crossed the Dan. By the 
light of their watch-fires, which partially dried the damp 
sod, one-half of these brave fellows*— wrapped in their 
blankets, cast themselves down to their brief repose upon 
the 6arth, while the rest etood gtiard' or were stationed a» 
patrols. 

Gornwaliis, baffled in his pursuit, rested his army on the 
banks of the Dan, and having selected Hillsborough as his 
head-quarters, returned thither by easy marches. In the 
meanwhile, Greene earnestly set about gathering reinforce- 
ments* He was soon joined by a brigade of Virginia 
militia; the second' Maryland regiment, just raised, was 
already pn its way to his camp,^ and two new regiments of 
the Virginia Une were preparing to march to hii^ assistance. 
Fearful lest Gornwaliis should be enabled to arm the tones 
of North Carolina, he determined to recross the Dan, harass ' 
the enemy, and give countenance to the patriots of that 
State. 

On the ISth of February, Lee's legion, reinforced by two 
veteran companies of the Maryland regiment, under Capt. 
Oldham, and Pickens' Sotith Garolina militia, crossed the 
Dan, with orders lo gain the front of Gornwaliis and" repress 
the loyalists. They felt upon Gol. Pyle with four hundred 
tories, who were hastening tq the British arn\y, and who 
mistaking Lee for Tarleton, permitted him to draw up his 
men along their line. Discovering their mistake as he was 
in. the act of passing on to Surprise Tarletoti, they opened 
their fire upon him. The legion and infantry immediately 
attacked them, kilhng about ninety, and wounding anddis- 
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pcrBhug the Burviyon. Greene, soon after, advioced iato 
North Carolina, a^in detaching Williams wi^i a light 
corps, to distract the attention ef the enemy; and by a 
series of brilliant manceuvres, accompanied with several 
sharp' skirmishes, completely repressed ^he jrising of the 
royalists and prevented ComwaUis iVom filling up his ranks 
with the disafiecled young men of the country* In a few 
days, he waa joined by the new levies from Virginia under 
Col* Oreen, another brigade of militia from the same State 
under Lawson, and a body of North Carolina militia. The 
second Maryland regiment soon arrived in camp ; and his 
\ I whole force then amounted to forty-five hundred men, pf 
whom about sixteen hundred were continentals* He now 
determined to risk a battle for the recovery of the south; 
Accordingly on the 15th of March, 1781, he awaited the 
approach of his enemy «t Guilford Court House. 
BatdeoTGuii- "^^^ American army was drawn out iii three 
font owift lines, upon the face of a hill, at the f6ot of which 
^^*^' ran a small rivulet. On the road, within close 
shot of this stream, Capt. Singleton was stationed, with two 
six pounders : on his left, across the road, the North Caro* 
lina militia' under Butler and Eaton were arrayed. . The , 
second liile, drawn up in a deep wood, a /short distance in 
the rear, was composed of the Virginia militia, under Ste* 
¥ens 'and Lawson. The third line consisted 6f the four 
regiments of continentals, and was displayed on the right 
of the road. The Virginia regiments held its right, under 
General Huger ; the first Maryland under Col. Gunby, and 
the second under Lieut. Col. Ford, formed the left, under 1 1 
Col. Williams. Gunby's wais the only veteran regiment; 
the remaining three were entirely new levies, scarcely bro* 
ken to- camp duties— except a few old soldiers who were 
disUibuted through their ranks. The o^ers however were 
able and experienced. The right fiank was covered by 
Washington's cavalry. Kirkwood's DeUwares, and Lynch's 
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Virginia militia; the. left by Lee's legion and Cftropbeli^s 
Virginia riflemen. 

As the enemy Approached, Singleton's - pieces opened 
upon them, his fire was velurned by^the royal artillery, and 
the cannonade continued, while Gornwallis arrayed^ his 
army for* battle. He formed in but one line*— the aeveity- 
first and the regiment of Bose on the right,, under Leslie, 
the twenty-third and thirty-third r&giments on the l^fl, tinder 
Webster, and the light infantry and yagers in -the centre. 
The' first battalion of guards, under Lieut. Col. JNforton, 
supported the ri^t, and the second battalion and grenadiers 
under O'Hara/ th^ lef^. The British crossed the rivulet 
and deployed in^o line, at a.' quick step; and adyanced 
.upon Greene's 'first position. The Americans began to 
firs at a long shot ; but- Leslie pressed on firmly, and at 
th6 first discharge the North Carolina militia were seized 
with a panic and fled m the nUnost disorder. Lee and 
' Campbell still continued to maintaia their position. Tlie 
Virginia militia, under Stevens, stood the^ ground gallantly. 
That officer, stung with the recollection of the inglorious 
flight at Camden, had placed sentinels in their rear, with 
orders to shoot down every man that faltered or turned 
back. They sustained iheir position with coufage and 
firmness, and it was not nntil the supporting columns of 
the enemy had been brought op, that they were driven off 
die ground at the point of the bayonet. 
' Webster, now approached the third line. He was met 
by Ounby and Howard of the first regiment: withiiis usual 
impetuosity he horfied into close fire, but so firmly was he 
received by this body of teterans that he tras compelled to 
retire, and wait for the rest of the line. The first battalion 
of guards now made its appeajranee in firont of the second 
Maryland regiment, and WilUams chamed with the ga^ 
lantry of the first, hastened to cheer up the second by his 
presence ; but toliis astonishflieiil and dismay, the regiment 
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broke snd fled id disorder. Gunby perceiving their dis- 
comfiture, immedialely turned upon the guards as thej 
were pursuing the fugitives, and an animated struggle en* 
sued between them. Webster was at this mpment engaged 
with Hawes' Virginia regiment and Kirkwood's Delawares ; 
and Gunby, immediately charged up the hill with the bayo- 
net upon the guards under Stewart. His horse was shot 
under him'; and* the command fell upon Col. Howard, who, 
with his characteristic impetuosity, led forward the regiment 
with such rapidity that Gunby (pould not again overtake it. 
Washington's cavalry, at this critical period, fell upon the 
guards and disordered their ranks, while Howard was rush* 
i^g upon them with the bayonet. Like a torrent, the old 
Maryland regiment broke through their ranks, driving them 
headlong from the field with terrific slaughter, their leader 
falling under the sword of Capt Smith : and the remains 
of that splendid corps were only saved from utter annihiki- 
tion by a desperate expedient of Cornwallis* Determined 
to arrest the progress. of Washington and Howard, he 
brought up his aKillery and opened upon them, although 
every discharge swept through the flying guards^ slaying 
alike pursuers and pursued. The remedy was effectual ; 
and Howard assumed the position formerly occupied by the 
second regiment under Ford— but, seeing several columtm 
of the enemy crossing, to his rear whilst he was hotly en- 
gaged in front, and finding most of the troops withdrawn, 
he began to retire, carrying off his prisoners with him. 
Lee's legion and the riflemen had continued to maintain 
their position with undaunted valor. 

Greene, finding the fortune of the day turned against 
him by the flight of the North Carolina militia and the 
second Maryland regiment, and Lee's corps severed fi*om 
the army, conceived it prudent to provide for a retreat. 
The remaining troops were accordingly recalled. They 
retired in good order, covered by Green's Virginia conti*^ 
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Bental3 who bad not been engaged; and so, costly had 
been the barren victorj of Cornwallis, that he. found himself 
upon the field of battle, utterly unable to pursue his defeated 
ant^onist. The American loss in continentals was four- 
teen offiicets and three hi^ndred and twelve 4>rivate8, of 
whom five officers and fifty-two privates were killed, the 
remainder Mres^ wounded or mi3sing : and in militia, seven- 
teen officers and seventy-seven privates killed and wounded. 
The Maryland brigade lost of this number, one major, one 
subaltern, two sergeants and eleven rank and file killed ; 
five captains, one s.ergeanty and thirty-six rank 4ind file 
wounded ; and three sergeants, six drummers and fifers, and 
eighty-<eight rank and file missing — a total of one hundred 
and £fly«>four officers and men. Among the slain was Major 
Anderton, a valuable officer of the ]ine. The British general . 
tost nearly one-third of his army : ninety-three were killed, 
and four hundred and thirty-nine wounded. Such was his 
crippled condition, that after burying his dead, he left his 
wounded who were incapable of being moved, about seventy 
in number, to the humanity of Gen. Greene,, and proceeded 
by easy marches bai^k. towards Cross creek. . Greene im- 
mediat^y determined > to foFce hire to another battle, and 
detached. Lee*s corps tobarass his retreat, while he himself, 
after obtaining a supply of ammunition, brought up the main 
army. But Comwallis, conscious of his present weakness, 
was now anxious to avoid an action, and made his escape to 
Gross river, and thence to Wilmington which was strongly 
secured. Greeny finding himself too weak to attack that 
place, abandoned the pursuit and dismissing his militia, 
permitted his army to repose. at Ramsey^s mill. 

At length, the American general determined to pass by 
his antagonist and penetrate to Sopth CaroHna, where Lord 
Rawdon was now in command, with the expectation of 
rallying .together the^ scattered partizan leaders, and re- 
deeming that State firom British thraldom. Accordingly on 
25 Oo' 
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the 6th of April, 1781, Lee'8 legion with Oldham's detadb* 
meat of vetertn MaryUndera, was ordeted in advaDce to 
form a junction with Marion, while Sompter and Pickens 
were notified bj coariers to collect their militia, and to join 
the main body at Ca];iiden. On the 7th, the army began its 
march ibr that post. ComwaHis, thiown into great p^r- 
plexicy by this rooTement, was undecided whether to follow 
his antagonist south, or, by striking into Virginia, to com- 
pel him to retrace his steps for the protection of that Stale. 
At length, be resoWed upon the latter^ 

Greene's army, by the detachment of Lee's legion, bad 
been reduced from eighteen hundred continentals to fifteen 
hundred ; but, Confidently expecting to find Sumpter in 
force to join him, he hastened his march towards Camden, 
fearful lest Gornwallis mi^ht retrace his steps to the south 
and form a junction with Rawdon. To liis sur^jrise, on 
approaching Camden, he learned, that Sumpter had . ne- 
glected to come in with his men ; and, disappointed in this 
expected reinforcement, he was unable to invest that post, 
although its garrison had been diminished by a detachment 
of five hundred men ^ under Col. Watson, thrown ' out to 
attack Mari^, and now closely watched by that active 
officer with hi^ parjtizans and Lee's corps. Greene, there* 
fore, contented himself with sitting down on the north of 
Camden at Hobkirk's Hill, to await his reinforcements. 
Lord Rawdon, informed of the condition of his army, and 
aware that etery delay would tncrease its strength and 
diminish his own, resohed at once to risk a battle* On the 
morning of the SSth of April, he marched out from Cam- 
den, at the head of nine bundled men to seek his enemy. 
Tb« Batde "^^ "™y ®^ Greene was encamped upon a 
or Hobkitk*! ridge, covered with wood, affording facilities for a 

"** surprise to an active officer like Rawdoti. When 

the British van fell upon the American pickets— 4he first 
notice of its approach— the troops were engaged in cook* 
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tag their rations aiid Washing their clothes, along the rivu- 
lets which traversed the hill side. Captains Benson ot 
Maryland, and Morgan pf Virginia, who commanded the 
out posts, offered a galldnt resistance, and, being sup- . 
ported by Kirk wood's Delawares, made good their position 
until the army, was draWn tip. The Virginia. brigade, under 
Gen» Huger, was stationed on the right, the Maryland 
brigade under Col.. Williams, aided by Gunby, Fo|rd and 
Howard, held the • led. The artillery was placed in the 
centre, and Washington's .corps of cavalry and two hundred 
and My. North Carolina militia were held in reserve. 

As the British, appeared io presence of his line, Greene 
perceived their narrowness of front, and ordered his centre 
regiments to advance wilh fixed bayonets, while Washing- 
ton's cavalry fell upon their rear. The fire on both sides 
was hotly kept up, but Rawdon, extending his front, pro- 
tected his* flank, although Washington was furiously as- 
sailing hts rear. Hawes' Virginia regiment, and Gunby's 
Macytand; still somewhat in. disorder from its rapid ibr- 
mstion, were now descending the hill ta charge with the 
bayonet, .when the flank comiNiifiy of Guuby'is regiment, 
joined ki the fire contrary to orders. It spread along the 
regimen t^--a part o/ which became confUsed* Unfortu- 
nately; Guaby ordered its right to fill back and form, at the 
very moment when Capt. Armstrong with two sections was , 
charging upon the enemy. The mg^ement was fatal. As 
the flauk company retired, its lead^, Captain BeaUy, was 
kille^ and his men became unable to form: the confusion 
spread, and the whole regiment began to fall back. Seiz- 
ing this favorable moment, the British line pressed forward 
with^ loud cheers, and the veterans of the, first regiment, 
seized with panic, broke and fled. In vain Williams and 
Gunby attempted to rally them. In vain Howard, " who 
had so often and so gloriously, with this very regiment, 
borne down all opposition, appealed to >their patriotism, 
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the recollection of their past glory, the shamo of present 
. disgrace.'^* Worn down by previous sufferings, emaciated 
from the 'scantiness of their food, and brought suddenly . 
to a charge, when only half formed, these braTO men seemed 
to forget the laurels which they had already won. They 
rallied, at length, hut too late to retrieve the- day. 

The i)econd Maryland regiment had resolutely maintained 
its ground from the commencement of the action, but 
being lefl - uncovered by the retreat of the first, .became 
somewhat deranged. . Lieut. Col. Ford received a mortal 
wound whilst gallantly endeavoring to re-form them, and 
they too began to retire. The first Virginia bad afaready 
fallen back; and Greene, ever cautious to preserve his 
army, ordered Jthe troops to retreat, covered by the un- 
broken regiment of Hawes. The loss of both armies,^was 
about equal ; that of the Americans was two hundred and 
sixty^six killed, wounded and missing, that of the enemy, 
two hundred and fifty-eight. Gapt. Beatty of the Maryland 
line, thaa whom there was no more promising officer in the 
army, was among the slain, and Lieut. Col. Ford, died 
shortly after the battle from the effects of his woiinds. 

Greene, mortifi'ed at i defeat caused by the defection of 
a favored and trusted regiment, crossed the waters above 
Camden, and assumed a strong position, so as to cut off 
Rawdon from his supplies: But the British general having 
received a reinforcement, again advanced to attack the 
Americans. 'Greene, however, had assumed another posi- 
tion which was too strong to be assailed. Fearing lest his 
comnraniqatioos with Charleston should be cut off, the 
English nobleman prepared to abandon the upper country, 
. and sent orders to Cruger to retire front Ninety-SU to 
Augusta, and Maxwell to fall back upon Orangeburgh. 

The American army were now J[>u8ily occupied fai besieg* 
in^ the different strongholds he had left behind him : one 
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oy 6ne, they fell into > theff hands, until, in the space of a 
inoAth after Greene'A entry into South- Carolina, the British 
genera], in spite of his .victory, held possession only of 
Charlestbn and Ninety-Six^ ' This latter post Creene now 
hastentsd to inVest. It was defended hy Lieut. Col. Cruger 
with five hundred men, and strongly fortified. -. Aiier some 
time spent in making the approaches the garrison was 
sumiponed but infused to surrender. 

A<t the same time, Lee i^nd I^ckens invested Col. Brown 
at fort Cornwallis near Angusta. On the night of the 28th} 
the enemy made a sally to destroy the Amefican works, and 
drove the guard before them : but, Capt. Oldham of the 
Maryland' lino, eomtng'up-withiHs«uppo^ after an obsti- 
nate conflict regained the trenches, and forced the enemy 
back to his works. Frequent sorties were made; and at 
length the Americans l>egan to 6rect a tdwer of wood, 
which Would enable their, riflemen to overlook and com«> 
mand the British works. Oldham's infantry were posted 
to protect the tower from the attempts of the enemy. In 
the night, Col. Brown made a fierce sortie to destroy it, 
and fell upon the rear of Pioken's militia. Oldham leaving 
one company to guard the tower, hastened td relieve the 
militia,, whom Brown wai^ forcing from the trenches. A 
severe and l>loody conflict ensued, but at length the Mary- 
landers carried the victory at the point of the bayonet. 
Being now completely cut ofi*, and his defences commanded 
by 'th(» riflemen j Brown surrendered; and Lee hastened to 
join the besieging .iirmy before Ninety-Six. 

Learning th^t Lord Rawdon was rapidly ap« AflMadt<» 
preaching, at the head of two thonsatid men, to **»««y-su. 
relieve Ninety-Six, Grreene determined to attempt it by 
assault.- Lieut. Col. Campb^l^ of the Virginia brigade, 
with the .first Maryland, under Capt. Benson,* and first 
Virginia regiments, was entrusted with the attack upon the 
* * QrMne't Memoin, p« 440. 
25» 
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left; Lee'6 legion, and Kirkwood's Delaware^, upon the 
right. Lieuts. Duval of Maryland, and Seldon of Viiginia, 
commanded the foriorn hope of the leftj Budolph,- of ihe 
legion, on the right. The height of the walls had heen 
increased by bag^ of sand, and parties were armed with i 
hooks to pull them down, while others carried fascines to J 
fill up the ditches. At the signal botlwdivisions rushed to J 
the assault. The storming parties sprang feiuiessly into the i 
ditch, and assailed the walls which- were delbnded with i I 
bayonets and long piketf, while the riflemen kept up a | 
deadly and continuous fire from behind the * sand bags. \ 
For three-quarters of an hour^ in the face of ibis, leirible' 
discharge, the assailants struggled in vain, to drag down 
the sand bags, and mount the defences. A heavy cannon- 
ade was then opened 6n their flank, and a sally of the 
enemy, made into the ditch with.the bayonet, dispersed the 
bookmen. Duval and Seldon, after an obstinate resistance, 
having had nearly all their men killed, or wounded, were 
driven back, and Greene recalled his troops firbm the 
assault. On- the other side, Rudolph forced his way into 
the fort, and Lee was about to follow when he was with- 
drawn by his commander. The -loss, of the American 
forces, during the siege, amounted to one hundred and 
eighty-five killed and wounded, amoiig whom were Capt. 
Armstrong of the first Maryland vegiment killed, and Capt 
Benson wounded ; that of the enemy was eighty-five« . 

Greene, anxious to avoid the stronger forcfe of Rai^don, 
abandoned the siege and retreated towards Charlotte, in 
North Carolina. Rnwdon after relieving Ninety-Six, set 
out in pursuit of th^ Americans, but finding his efforts to 
overtake them useless, returned to that post wbich he de- 
termined to abandon. Greene immediately retraeed bis 
eteps, waiting fot a &vonJ>le. opportunity to strike a blow 
against his active enemy. Finding the lower country des- 
titute of provisions, his troops being compelled to live upon 
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rice, which was 9tiited to neither, the. Virgiuians nor Mary* 
landers, who were often times driven by hanger to resort to 
the flesh of frogs and evert alligators/ he retired again to 
the healthier regions iii the northern part of the State to 
pass the hot summer months. < 

On the 21st of August, he broke up fiis encamp- Eutaw. 
tneut, and hastened to th^ south to seek the enemy, now 
linder the conimand of Lieut. Coi. Stewart, Lord Rawdon 
hafin^ returned to England. He overtook them at the 
Cutaw Springs. The- American army had been increased,^ 
by reinforcements, .to twenty-three hundred men) of whom 
nearly sixteen hundred were continentals. Stewart's force 
H was^boiit equal to that of Greene. On the rooming of the 
.8th of September, (1781,) 'at four o'clock, the American 
army was put in mptidi}: its advance soon fell in with a 
party< of forageiSs, who were entirely^ cut off. A second 
. detach norent met with the same fateV and Stewart- was, for 
the first time, informed by tlie flying fugitives of the ap- 
proach of his antagonist. He immediately drew out his 
army to receive him. . Greene advanced in two lines — the 
militia in front-, the continentals hi the rear. The North 
Carolina brigade of continentais, was stationed upon the 
right under General Sum iler, the Viiginia.' brigade^ under 
Lieut. Col. Campbell, in the centre, and the Maryland bri- 
gade, under Col. Williams, seebnde'd by Lieut. Col. How- 
ard, on the lefl. 

The militia advanced 'with spirit and opened a heavy fire 
upon the enemy, which was soon bnskly returned ; but they 
continued to" maintain their gtound, until the British troops' 
pressed close upon them. Sumner's North Carolina bri- 
gade was, imnrediately ordered up to cover their retreat, 
and check the ^vance of the enemy. This corps, consist- 
ing of newly raised regiments never before in action^ 
pushed forward in good style and the conflict becaiM 
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wanner. Greene now brought up the Jf aryluid and Vir« 
giuia linesi which advanced with a ihoiit, and pOured in a 
destructive fire upon the enemy. Stewart finding the dense 
line of his antagoAist, pressmg hard upod hink called upiiis 
reserve. Sumner's North Carolinitos/ iinable to maintain 
their position, began to fall back, when Greene ordened -the 
Marylanders and Virginians to hold up their fire and charge 
with the bayonet. At trailed arms, cheering vehemently, 
these two gallant brigades, led on by -Williams, Howard, 
and Campbell, rushed upon the enemy, heedless of the 
close and deadly fire, which was repeatedly poured in upon 
them as they advanced at a ^pid pace. The Bhoek was 
terrible. Howard's regiment was received by the Bufi^iHh 
Irish corps which had just joined the army ; and here the. 
fiercest struggle ensued. Neither would yield : but crossing 
bayonets, their ranks mingled together, and opposing files 
sank down, each pierced with the bayonet of his antagonist. 
Thus they were foiind, grappled iii death >nd transfixed 
together upon the field of slain, jnarking the spot, where 
the Marylanders and Buffs had met in deadly con flici. The 
officers fought hand to hand. ' So bloody a strife could not 
continue long : the rest of the British line had given way, 
scarcely waiting fbt the approach of the American^, and the 
gallant Buffs unable to maintain the conflict with the vete- 
ran Marylanders, brpke and fled. Delighted with the Con- 
duct of this .regiment, Greene rode 'upland complimented it 
and its' commander in the midst of the action. 

The victors followed up their advantage, and pressed the 
fugitives rapidly before them through their camp, which fell 
into their hands. A party of the enemy under Major Sher- 
idan threw themselves into a large brick house near the 
scene of action, and maintained a destructive fife upon the 
pursuers; while Majoribanks; seized a atrong position, an 
the right, sustained by Coffin. * This gave time to Stew- 
art to re-form his line. In the mean time, Howard at the 
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head of Oldham's company continued the ^uraait between 
th(e house and the head of a^ravino, where a* portion of the 
enemy had posted themselvesi and recommenced the* ac- 
tion ;. but receiving a severe wound^ he was compelled to 
withdraw from the- field. The position, which the British 
taOw held, was almost unassailable r and after ^ vain effort 
to |)atter down- the house, and to force their lines, Gfeene 
determined to recall his men from the action, satisfied that 
he had won all the honors as well as the. benefits of victory. 

In the pursuit, three hundred British prisoners w^re taken, 
with two pieces of cannon, -one of which was captured by 
Lieutenant Duvall of .the Maryland line, a young officer of 
the highest promise, who was afterwards killed during the 
action. The. battle tasted three hours, and was hotly con- 
tested r more than one-fifth of the British and one-fourth of 
the American armjr were killed or wounded. ^Ghreene's loss 
was stated at onq hundred and thirty-seven killed, and four 
hundred and eighteen wounded, of whom sixty fell into the 
hands of the^ enemy. Nearly sixty commissioned officers 
were killed or wounded — seventeen being killed upon the 
spot and four others dying of their wounds.. Of the officers 
of the Maryland line. Captains Pobson and £dgerly, and 
Lieuts. Duvall and Gould, were killed : and Colonel John 
Eager Howard, Capt. J. Gibson, Lieuts. Hugon, Woolford, 
Ewihg, Lynn, anxl Ensign ^Moor, were wounded. The 
British Ipst about five hundred* kiHed and wounded : and ^s 
many taken prisoners— -making a total of one thousand men. 

Greene attributed his giorioujs success to the free use of 
the bayonet madi^ by the Maryland and Virginia^troops, in 
their rapid charge, in the face of a murderous fire of artillery 
and musketry.* The thanks of congress were voted to 
each of the corps engaged, and to General Greene, a gold 
medal, end>lematic of the victory achieved. - The residts of 
the battle were immediately perceived. ' 

* CUmm's Mtt^^ in Metnoin ; Lee's Memoiis^ MusbaO, he, 

Pp 
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Destroying hia stores and more than a ihoasand stand of 
arms, and leaving hb wounded behind hira, CoK Stewart 
hutily retreated on the eveniliig'of the tiath ; and having 
formed a junction wilh a, corps, advancibg to reinforce kim, 
took, post at Monk's Corner, one day's march fron» C|iarles* 
ton. Greene endeavored to overtake him before he reached 
that place^ but faHing to do so, returned to his oamp at the 
Eutaw Springs* i . . 

The great number ^f his wounded, as also' the increased 
sickness^ which the hard service of the last few days had 
produced, determined the American Jeader to retire to his 
favorite camp, on the high hills of the Santee, to recrait 4us 
wearied troops. After the fall of Cornwallis, he again 
descended to the lower country, forced Gen. Leslie, who 
had succeeded to the command of the soUthcim anny» to 
withdraw into Charleston ; and bioekaded him there« 
having redeemed North Carolina,, and nearly the whole 
of South Carolina^ from the British swaj. The spirit of' 
the hostile army was broken, and although many skilful 
manoeuvres and several partisan strokes ensued, with the 
battle of.fiutaw, the ^ royal supremacy in .the south may be 
said to have termipated, overturned in great part by the 
bayonets of Maryland. Gov. Butledge of South Carolina, 
thinking the time had '^ome for the re-establishment of 
the state government, convened the. Assembly at Jackson* 
borough. Further reinforcements, composed of the Maty* 
land, Pennsylvania and Virginia troops who had been 
engaged at the sieg^ of Yorktqwn, were now received from 
the northern army, under Gen. St.X?lair; and Gen..Wayne| 
who accompanied them^ was despatched into. Georgia, 
whieh he .soon freed from the presence of the enemy. 
General Gist, who had returned tp the south, was placed 
at the head of the light corps, and Greene continued to 
hem Leslie in Charleston, until that general announced 
his determyiation. to evacuate it, which he did peacefully. 
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with the coQsent of -hit antagonist, on the fiMurteenth of. 
D€(ceiober, 1781\* " 

Whilst >the Maryland line was thus gloriously ^^ eamittifii 
occupied in thp south, its native State seemed; *» ^SuST 
for a time, threatened withjnvasion. Arnold, the Traitor, 
had. been detached to Virghiia, at the head <^ an active body 
of British troops, and had committed great ravages in spite 
of the militia, who assembled to oppose him. Gornwatlis, 
when Greene after the battle of Guilford passed- into South 
Carolina, hastened into Virginia,^ apd,*^ forming a junc- 
tion with the forces (here, took th^ command of the whole 
upon himself. The Marqais De La Fayette, was at once 
di^atched, by the commander in chief, to Virginia; with a 
small force to make head^ against the enemy. 

He passed through Maryland on his way, and was hos- 
pitably received by the merchants of Baltimore. Being 
invited to a ball, he was there remarked to be grave i^nd 
sad. On being questioned by the ladie^, as to the cause 
of his gloom, he replied, that he coirid npt enjoy the gaiety 
of the scetfe, whilst his poor soldiers,' were without shirts and 
destitute of the nec^saries of a campaign. ** We will sdp*. 
ply them l*' exclaimed these patriotic women. The plea- 
sures of the baH room were exchanged for the needle, and, 
on the next day, they assembled 'in' great numbers to make 
up clothing for the soldiers, out of materials advanced by ' 
their fathers and husbands. The 'distresses of his corps 
were relieved, and blessing the kind hearts and fiiir hands 
~ of th43 ladies of Baltimore, it hastened to take its share in 
the severe campaign in Virginia. 

The legislature,' fearfur lest the invasion, open as the bay 
was, might be extended to the State, caused a sdeot bddy 
of twelve thousand militia, to be Organised, and held out 
inducements for the formation of a corps of volnnteer cavalry 
in each county. The- glory of the southern battles, won by 
* Mtntiill ; Lee's M^oln of tiie Sotrtt. Campaigiis ; Taileton*s i 
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their brethren, • hfid re^^w'akened the spirit of the people 
of Maryland, and th^e measiiree were effectually and 
promptly carried out. The third regiment of continentals 
4ira8 speedy ^omfieted and despatched to the souths while 
the formation of the fourth was hurried on. ^ovidion was 
made for the 'defence of the bay» and several severe actions 
took place with the straggling cruizers of the enemy. The 
fourth regimeat under Major Ale&ander Boxburgh, when 
raised ao its complement of six hundred rank and file, 
on the 7th of September, was ordered to join La Fayette 
in Virginia. 

.'. . Washington, having formed the design of destroying 
Cornwallis, was .now anxious to concentrate as strong a 
force as possible, in that quarter; while the French fleet 
seized the mqiutb of the bay,* to cut off the retreat of the 
enemy. On the eighth, Washington and his suite passed 
through. Baltimore^ wh^^ be was received with demonstra- 
tions of the greatest ^respecL An ^dress was presented to 
him on behalf of the people, and. the city was illukninated. 
In A fejv days, the commander in chief Was foHoWed.by 
strong bodies 6f the northern. army ; and then commenced 
those masterly mbvemenls, which resulted in the surrender 
of Cornwallis, with his whole force of seven thousand nuem, 
prisoners of war, at Torktown) on the 19th of October, 
1781— the closing Struggle of the revolution. In this hard 
contested siege, a portion of the Maryland troops was en- 
gaged, maintaining the honor of the State and the fame of 
the old Maryland line. 

The event was hailed, every where, with joy. The legis- 
lature of Maryland was in session, when Washington 
reached AnnapoUs, on his way fo rejoin the northern army. 
To greet his arrival* they paased a vote of thanks, and ap- 
pointed a committee to deliver him an address, ouw their 
behalf. A splendid entertainment was provided, and, dur- 
ing the two days which he tarried there, the venerable city. 
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crowded to overflowing with happy spectators, presented 
one constant scene of enthusiastic rejoicing. She had the 
proud honor of first, <* saluting him as the patriot, the 
HSRO, and the sA^iquii op his countrt/' Maryland had 
been the. first to propose him for the arduous and responsi- 
ble station, which was to result in the freedom and the glory 
of the new republic, and entitle htm to the, admiration of 
posterity; it was meet and just, that Maryland should first 
announce, to him, the gratitude of his country, and bestow 
upon him those titles, whibfa were to render his fiime uni- 
▼ersal and never dying. ^ The sons of Maryland had often 
stood foremost, in hia lines of battle ; they were aow the 
foremost to offer him. the proud otation of a republican 
triumph.* 

* Yotai sod Pioeoedinga* ' 
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THE CLOSE OF THE REYO|.UTION. 

' 1 HE legislature had made every effort lo prepare for the^ 
campaign of 1781, and, conscious of the impossibility of 
meeting the necessary expenses by means of the usual paper 
money, resolved to iiave. recourse to the- patriotism of the 
wealthier citizens. Accordingly, it was determined to issue 
two hundred thousand pounds in bills of credit, for the pay- 
ment of which double their value of the confiscated lands 
of the disaffected and British subjects was piledged ; and, 
to give additional 9upport to this pew jssUe, an association 
and subscription were ofiered for the ^signatures of thi^ 
patriQtic merchants and planters of the State ; by the first 
of which, they agreed to receive these notes at thek par 
value, and by the second, to take "at once, for the purpose 
of circulation, as much as was set opposite to their names. 
The security, pledged for the redemption ^f these bills of 
credit, was mmple« The amount of the confiscated property 
was large, and but a small portion had yet been sold by the 
commissioners appointed for that purpose. In addition to 
this, the association Cind subscription were extensively circu- 
lated : public meetings were held in the different counties, 
and the pledges almost universally taken. For a time the 
scheme was successful; but such was Che want of confidence 
in paper money, no matter how issued, or in what manner 
secuted, thiit in three months; even these bills had depre- 
ciated to less than half their nominal value.* 
Toryeonipi- '^^^ State, while menaced with invasion by 
'*^* Gornwallis, was threatened with domestic insur- 
<M)2 • Hanson's Laws, 1781. ch. 28, nota.' 
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rection, which for a time excited an extensive alann. The 
fortiraate discovery and prompt punishment of. the conspira- 
tors, however, allayed the excitement "and effectually pre- 
vented similar attempts. At the opening of the campaign 
of IT&l, the. enemy formed the design of invading the 
western frontier from, Canada. Gen. Johnston, with a body 
of British troop& was to strike at Fort Pitt, whilst Colonel 
V Conolly, already oil ce baffled in his designs in Maryland, 
was to proceed secretly to the interior, enlist the friends of 
,the ctown, and assemble a. tory force to co-operate with 
him.* ' It is probable that the preliminary arrangements 
with the Wester/i' tories were made through the agency of 
the British ofHeers of the convention. troops, then prisoners 
at Frederick. Large numbers had already been enrolled 
in that county, and in the neighboring States, when the 
conspiracy was providentially discovered at Frederick. 
Traditioil relates that a disguised British officer was to meet 
a messenger of the traitors at a designated place, to deliver 
into his hands papers containing every information con- 
cerning.its progress. The vigilance of the patriiirts deterred 
the" officer from attending at the appointed place, anxl the 
papers fell in the hands of an American officer, who by a 
singular coincidence was at that moment striding where 
the tory messenger expected his correspondent. The plot 
and the names of the leaders were thus at once disclosed : 
secret and efficient' measures were instantly taken. The 
leaders were arrested and sufficient evidence objained to 
insure their conviction. On the 25th of July, «even were 
brought to trial before a commission, presided over by Jodge 
Hanson, found guilty,. anA sentenced to be hanged, drawn, 
and quartered* 'Three of their number were executed in 
the court house yard of Frederick.! The]^ persisted to the 
last, that they were only guilty of doing" their duty as lawful 

• Manhall. f 'Votes apd Proceedings* Senate, Nov. 24tii» 1781 ^ 

Manuscript copy of Jadge Hanson's sentence. . 
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•ubjecU of the king of England, whilst their judges and 
executioners were more truly deserving of the name of 
rebels and traitors to their king. Whatever may have 
been the opprobrium cast upon them at that day, it must 
be acknowledged that' they met their fkte with firmness, 
and suffered ia behalf of what they considered a just cause. 
Had the result been different, a different name would have 
been given to their fate: for whilst one side stigmatized 
them as traitors, the other mourned over and honored them 
as true and loyal martyrs. 

After the surrender of Cornwallis, at Torktown, the 
British government seemed to have abandoned the idea of 
conquering the United States, and only sought to detach 
thein from their alliance with France. Accordingly, eariy 
in 1782, Sir Guy Garleton was despatched to New York, 
with power to make peace or war, ** with the revolted colo- 
nies of Great Britain.'' As soon as his arrival was an- 
nounced, it was unanimously resolved by the legislature of 
Maryland that, '* though peace with Great Britain and all 
the world, was an object truly desirable, war with all its 
calamities was preferable to national dishonor. That this 
State could never, consent to treat with Great Britain, 
except upon the footing of an equal, and would never enter 
into any treaty with that power, which would sully its own 
honor, or violate its obligations to France, its great and 
good ally." At the same time, to display still further their 
aff*ection for the French people, on the announcement to 
the two houses, by the governor, of the birth of a Dauphin 
of franco, they resolved that his excellency should be re- 
quested to appoint, by proclamation, a day for the celebra- 
tion of that auspicious event, testifying their wished that the 
young prince iQight prove a blessing to the nation by fol- 
lowing the example of his illustrious father ; and that he 
might continue to preserve their affections by perpetu- 
ating that hap})ine8s, which they bad expeijenced from an 
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alliance with a prince and people, whose great and good 
quafities had long dnce ezcltejd their admiration and gta- 
titude.* 

The baj shares were still infested by armed galleys and 
barges, manned by tories and .refugees, who plundered the 
unprotected farm-houses,^ carried off, and sometimes, .mur- 
dered the inhabitants. The French fleet, althdugh stiD 
lying at Torktbwn, could not efiectually put a period to 
these outrages, for the lighC draught of their' boats enabled 
the ^perpetrators to escape, where pursuit was impossible. 
The legislature determined to re-establish its State marine, 
and ordered four barges to be- equipped and armed with 
eight pieces of cani^on, and manned with two hundred and 
fifly men ;. and despatched a member. of their body to Yir* 
gihia, to obtain the co-operation- of that State in an expedi- 
tion to clear the hay^' The French commander was also 
solicited to detach an armed brig and sloop, to cover the 
lighter galleys in case an enemy of heavy metal was fallen 
in with. ^ Monsieur Villebrun, then on that station, readily 
ailbrded the required aid* The commerce of the bay was 
soon relieved ; and . the inhabitants protected by these 
effectual measures.! 

. But the dangers and alarms of war were near p^^^e with 
their termination. Tired with the struggle, and ^^ «"»*«• 
hopeless of success, England determined to put a clode to 
a contest, which from absolute exhaustion on her part, had 
dwindled down^ to a mere possession of the city of New . 
York, and a petty marauding system in the bays, and on 
the coasts of the States ; and a provisional treaty was con- 
cluded on the third of February, I78S, actnal hostilities ^ 
haring ceased a considerable time before. 

Throughout the whole • cohtest Maryland had been dis- 
tinguished for its zeal in support of the common cause^ 
ever coqiing forward with readiness, at the call of the com- 

* Votes and Procedlngy, Seaate. f It>ld. 
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mander in chief. In spite of the difficulties, with which it 
was surronnded, it had furnished during the war, to the 
continental army, fifteen thousand two hundred and twenty- 
nine men, in addition to those enlisted in the independent 
corps, the State companies, the nuurine and naval force; 
and ^ve thousand font hundred and seven militia;*. 
TheMaiy- ^^ troops in the continental army had'ren« 
taDd Li«<. jjered better service, endured mow fatigue, or 
won greater glory than the Maryland line. . In proportion 
to their number, no body of men suffered more severely. 
They were the first to use the bayonet against the expe- 
rienced regulars of the enemy^ and that in th^ir earliest 
battle — and, throughout the succeeding straggles of the 
war, they were most' often called On to lead with that 
bloody weapon into the ranks of the foe. They seldom 
shrank from the encounter. At Long Island, a fragment of 
a battalion shook, with repeated icharges, A whole brigade 
of British regulars. At White I^lainfr, they held the advanc- 
ing columns at bay. At Harlaem Heights, they drove the 
enemy from the ground. At German town, they swept 
through the hostHe camp, with their fixed bayonets, far in 
advance of the whole army ; and at Cowpens, and at Eutaw, 
their serried ranks bore down all opposition with unloaded 
muskets. And at Guilford, and at. Camden, though victory 
did not settle on their banners, they fought with a courage 
which won the admiration and surprise of their enemies. 
Everywhere they used the bayonet; with terrible effect. 

Entering iilto the war two strong battalions, they were 
soon reduced to a single company. Again Swelled up to 
seven regiments, they were again thinned by their losses to 
a single regiment and before the campaign had ^ell passed 
they were once more promptly recruited to four ftill bat- 
talions of more than two thousand men. 
At least two of their colonels, WilliamB and Howard, 
* 'Sea Appendix, E. 
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.were considered es the best officers of their grade in the 
army. Gi^ib^, HtfU^ Smith, Stone, Ramsey, and tlie la« 
mented Ford, who died gallantly at the head of hjs regi- 
ment, were equill to any others in the wholjs . continental 
servioi^. • • / 

Entitled to a major-general frdm their own State, and 
two bftgadiers, they submitted for a long time to be led by 
sUaqgeiB ; untili upon.' the death of .the ,brafe: De Kalb, 
Smallwood was promoted to the' command of the division, 
and Gist, and afterwards the gallant Williams, to that of 
the two, brigfides. Now that the' war was over, the rem? 
nants of the old line ' and the new regiments, having 
already, npon' the. scene of their southern exploits, been 
presented, through Gen. Greene, with the thanks of both 
houses of the legislature for their gallantry and good cpn^ 
duct, turned their footsteps towards their native State, to 
be disbanded, and to carry to their homes their honorable 
scars, and constitutions broken by fatigue. 

When about to separate, the officers of the army, ^he ctndii. 
anxious to constitute some binding Jink of brother^ . • °*'** 
hood in remembrance of their long service together, deter- 
mined, at the suggestion of Gen. Knox, to fbrm-ii society, 
to be called in honor of the old Rom^n.patriot> " the Society 
of the. Cincinnati;". After making some preliminary ar- 
rangements, on the 13th of May, 1783, at the cantonments 
on the Hudson, a meeting of the general and field officers, 
and of delegates firom the officers of each- regiment, was 
held, and the principles of the association agreed upon. 
They proposed as their, object, the preservation of those 
liberties for which they ha^l fought and bled; the maln- 
tainance of the union of the States: and the continuance 
of the friendly relations and good offices, which were due 
between companions in, arms and sharers of so long and 
perilous a straggle. Their views partook of the highest 
order of benevolence. To affo^] assistance to those of 
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their brethren, or their widows and lOrphans, who might 
become destitute, a fund was established, and each officer, 
upon his admission to the society was required to deposite 
in it the amount of one month's pay. The right of admis- 
sion to the association was limited to those who had fought 
in the revolution and their descendants, Honorary mem- 
I bers, however, might be elected from the civilians. A 
I distttfct society was to be formed in each statiB, of the offi- 
cers belonging to t^e line of thaC State, and the general 
association, composed of five delegates, from each of the 
subordinate societies, was required to meet at Philadelphia 
at least every thriee yeajs. Gen. Washington wfis chosen 
the first president. He immediately wrote to the principal 
officer in each State, advising the formation of the' Stale 
society.* 

MKryimiidBo- ^^ coilkplianae with this request, the officers of 
^^^^'. the Maryland line assembled at Annapolis, on 
the 21st of November, 1783; Gen. Otho H. Williams was 
placed in the chair, and Lieot^ Col.. John Eccleston made 
secretary. They then organized permanently by-electing 
Major Gen. Smallwood president of the society ; Brigadier 
Gen. Gist, vice-president; Brigadier Gen. Williams, secre- 
tary; Ool. Ramsey^ treasurer; and Lieut. Gol. t^ccleston, 
assistant treasurer.t They selected Annapolis, as the place 
of their annual meetings. The name of the society was 
indeed appropriately assumed from the brave old Roman 
patriot, who, having been tnken from the plough to free his 
country from invasion, when, his task was accomplished, 
laid down his sword again to return to the plough. Each 
dne there was id trbth a Cincinnatus. 

The society, however, was looked upon with distrust and 

jealousy by the people. They dreaded the formation of an 

order of nobffity. from it; and it was soon every where 

assailed. By^the advice of Washington the obnoxious 

• Spvks, 9—22 ; Manhall, v. SO. f 8^ Appendiz, F. 
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features of its constitation', that especially of hereditary 
right of membership, were altered^ and the hostility ezeited 
Against it subsided. - 

As the war was* now closed, it became an ^^^ ^ ^ 
object of interesting inquiry, where the seat of NaUonai go- 
the national .government should be permanently ^*°™*°** 
located. The people of Maryland, from their central- 
position, deemed their State to combine the greatest 
advantages ; and the corporation S£ Annapolis addressed 
a memorial to the legislature, at the April session of 
llSSf *ofiering'the city to th6 general government. Th& 
two houses, in consequence, directed a proposition to 
be made to congress, tendering to that body, in case it 
removed the seat of government to Annapolis, the use 
and possession of the state-bouse for their sessions; the 
public square; the governor's house, as a residence for 
the president of their body ; thirteen dwelling houses, 
to be erected at the expense of the State, for the ac- 
commodation of the delegates from the thirteen States 
of the Union; and complete jurisdiction over the city 
and people of Annapolis. Congress seemed to be affected 
by several of the reasons set forth in the memorial and 
resolutions, and while they determined to fix the seat 
of government in Maryland, deemed it more prudent to 
select sotajs other place than that already occupied by the 
State capital.. They resolved, in' October, that it should 
be removed to a site, to be selected upon the Potomac, 
near Georgetown. However, they accepted for the present 
the accommodaittons, tendered them by the State, and 
adjourned from Princeton to Annapolis. The legislature 
welcomed them with great cordiality, gave up one of 
their halls for their use ; while the governor, Wilfiam Paca, 
surrendered the government house to their president. 
The legislature further pledged themselves «to take suita- 
ble measures* for their permanent establishment, as soon 
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as the site ^f Ihe new federal city «Dd its boundaries 
should be*hiarked ooC* 

waahiatton ^°' Washington bad already notified the 
reaigna his several States of his intention to resign his com- 
Coramiaaion. ^jg^j^jj ^j^^ retire to private life. He now has- 
tened to Annapolis, where he arrived on the 17th of 
December, to consummate his purpose.' He was met a few 
miles from the city, by Generals Gates and SmalKvood, 
with the most distingtiished citizens of Maryland, and 
escorted to the apartments prepared for his reception. 
His arrival was announced by salvos of artillery. Ife was 
greeted with an enthusiasm, worthy of the venerable city, 
the seat of old colonial politeness, learning and splen- 
dor. The members of congress, honored him with a 
public dinner; at night the state-house was illuminated: 
and a ball, the favorite, amuseinent of Annapolis, given by 
the members of the assembly, and attended by die beauty 
and fashion of the city and the State, and the most dis- 
tinguished men of the confederacy. Addresses were pre- 
sented to him by the legislature and the city authorities, to 
which he replied in his usual dignified and happy manner. 
Every one vied in doiug him honor. AH the preliminaries 
having been ananged, on the 23d of December, in the 
presence of both houses of the State legislature, tHe gover- 
nor and council, many military oBScers, and a crowd of 
anxious spectators,^ the ^6at chief entered the senate 
chamber where congress was in session, and. advanced 
towards the speaker's chair. After a decorous silence oi a 
few minutes, he addressed the president and members of 
congress^ in a calm yet feeling and eloquent manner. 
When he had concluded, he delivered into the hands of the 
president that great commission, under which he had 
achieved the liberty and independence of Amepca, recom- 
mending his companions in arms to the gratitude of his 
* Votet and Proceedioga 
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country, and his country to the care and guidance of the 
Almighty Ruler of heaven and earth. The 'president, on 
teceiving the commission, testified to him, on behalf of con- 
gress and the people of the United States, their gratitude 
for his long, glorious and persevering fidelity to his country ; 
pledged to him, as' the highest and noblest of earthly 
rewards, the love* and weneration . of present and future 
generations ; and invoked Xhe blessings of heaven iipon his 
head. Then calmly, as[ if he had not just resigned the 
highest place in his country's gifl and broken the sword of 
his own power foi it^ lasting good, unmoved by the weep- 
ing eyee and sorrowful countenances that mourned his 
.adieu — ^the great man, now truly greatest in heroi«n, re- 
tired from that hall, which had thus been consecrated for 
ever by this noble £cene ; and without one regret, betook ' 
himself to the domestic seclusion of Mount Vernon. 
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CHAPTER ITI. 

EVENTS FEOM THE REYOLDTION TO THE WAB OF 1811. 

X HE war having closed, the attention of the people and 
the goyemment was drawn to the condition of the finances. 
Not only Was the treasury of the United States empty, and 
congress burdened with a debt of forty-two millions of dol- 
lars in specie, but the several States were also involved to a 
large amount. The commissioner of Maryland, Matthew 
Ridley, had succeeded^ in 1781-«3,.in negotiating a loan 
for three hundred thousand guilders, in Holland,' with the 
Messieurs Va|i Staphorst,; but the legislature, believing 
the terms to be disadvantageous to the State, in 1783 an- 
nulled the contract, and directed the agent to repay the 
money already in his hands: the affair however was not 
finally settled for several years. The taxes were collected 
to a great extent in specific articles, which were sold for 
the benefit of the treasury. Every expedient however 
faUed to enable it to meet the demands upon it. 

Congress now called on the States to aid it in imposing 
certain duties on exports and imports, to cover the interest 
of the public debt— -estimating the proceeds thereof at one 
miHion dollars, while the balance, a million and a half) Was 
. divided among the several States. The portion of Mary- 
land amounted to one hundred and forty-qne thousand 
five hnndred and seventeen dollars.* The legislature im- 
mediately passed a taw authorizing congress to levy the 
required duties ; and to restore, as fig* as possible, the credit 
of the State, ordered the consolidation of all its funds, — 
the collection df the purchase money of confiscated British 
• Pitkin. sia 
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estates, the sale of the barges and other public property ;— 
and laid a heavy tax for the ensuing year. Several of the 
States were not so prompt. New York refused to grant 
congress the authority it required; and some States ne- 
glected to raise their quota of the annual interest, on the 
public debt. It was therefore unpaid, and congress was 
obliged to issue certificates, which soon depreciated to one* 
tenth their nominal value, as the public confidence in the 
authority and resources of the government began rapidly to 
decline. 

Prior to the war, Maryland had invested ' the sum of 
twenty-seven thousand pounds sterling in the stock of the 
Bank of England: during the revolution, the legislature 
had drawn bills of credit upon the trustees for the amounts 
of the dividends which had been uniformly protested. 
They now appointed an agent, Samuel Chase, to proceed 
to England and recover the amount of the accumulated 
dividends and to sell the stock, for the purpose of honestly 
meeting their liabilities as speedily as possible. Difficulties 
and disputes arose, and a considerable period elapsed 
before success crowned the efforts of the agent. It was 
at length settled ; and after deducting ten thousand pounds 
paid to the late Proprietary, Mr. Harford, whose claims for 
• lands and quit-rents the State had rejected, and discharging 
several other items arranged for in the compromise, . the 
proceeds of- the sale and collections amounted to the sum 
of six hundred and fiily thousand dollars. A portion of 
this sum was afterwards invested in bank stocks now held by 
the State, the balance sunk in works of improvement. 

The burdens of the people, arising from the expendi- 
tures of the war and the derangement of foreign and 
domestic trade, were rendered still more severe by the col- 
lection of debts due to British subjects, which bad lain 
dormant during the war» and for the unobstructed recovery 
of which, an article' had been iaserted in the treaty, con- 
27 Rr 
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trtry to the wishes of several of the States. Yet in the 
midst of all these difficalties, Maryland began to recover 
from the effects of the late struggle, and its statesmen 
looking forward to its future growth and ^roeperity, laid the 
foundations of those public works, which are destined at no 
distant day to pour into its lap uncounted treasures. A com- 
pany was formed for the purpose of constructing a canal« 
from the Pennsylvania line, along the Susquehanna to tide 
water, and incorporated in 1784, under the name of '' The 
Proprietors of the Susquehanna Canal."* 
timPoioiima '^^ ^^^ lands of the west and its mild dimate 
^^^v^J' had already attracted the attention of the settler, 
and crowds of hardy emigrants flocked thither to make the 
wilderness bloom with civilization. It became a matter o( 
serious importance to open a convenient route lor travel 
and transportation betweep the Atlantic and the growing 
settlements. The position of the Potomac on the map, 
pointed it out as one of the most eligible means of eff<pct« 
ing this desirable object. The idea originated with the 
greatest men of the diay : and one of its most ardent friends 
and supporters was Gen. Washington. To carry it into 
effect, Virginia and Maryland sppointed conferees who 
assembled at Annapolis on the Sf2d of December,' 1784, to 
devise some united action. Gen. Washington and Gen. 
Gates appeared in behalf of Virginia: Messrs. Thomas 
Stone, Samuel Hughes, Charles Carroll of Carrollton, John 
Cadwallader, Samuel Chase, John De ButtS) George Digges, 
Philip Key, Gustavus Scott and Joseph Dashiell, on the 
part of Maryland. 

Gen. Washington was accompanied to Annapolis by the 
Marquis de La Fayette, and^the inhabitants of the ancient 
city again vied with each ptherin doing honor to the Father 
of his country, and his distinguished friend and compatriot. 
Addresses were presented to the marquis, by the govemor 
* Htnson't Laws; Votes and Proeeediiigs. 
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and council, and bj both houses of the legislature. To 
testify fiirther their gratitude for his generous devotion to 
^he cause of American liberty, they passed an act to natu- 
ralize him and his* heirs male, for ever, thus bestowing upon 
them those. rrghts of citizens of Maryland, which he had so 
nobly aided, in defending. They also ordered the governor 
to procure a full length portrait of General Washington 
painted by Charles Wilson Peale, a native t>f Annapolis, in 
pursuance of a resolution passed in 1781, to be placed in 
the hall of the house of delegates, which it still adorns. 

The conferees determined, that to render the Potomac 
navigable was a work worthy of the efforts of the two States, 
as a means of communicating with the West, by a road some 
forty miles in length from the head of its waters to those 
of the Ohio, thus opening an easy channel of communica- 
tion with that rich country. To accomplish thb project^ it 
was proposed that the two States should charter a com- 
pany to be called "the Potomac Company," and subscribe 
each for fifty shares of its stock; and direct a sinrey of the 
route to be made at their joint expense.* Their recom- 
mendations were immediately adopted. The Potomac Com- 
pany was chartered and Gen. Washington was chosen its 
first president. So deep was the interest which he took in 
this great design, that he assisted in the survey of the river, 
in person .t It was then supposed that the Potomac could 
be rendered navigable by locks and dams, and short canals, 
and the wo^ks for this purpose were very soon undertaken. 
But experience proved the fallacy of the idea. When the 
Potomac Company was subsequently merged iir the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal, these works were abandoned and a 
more comprehensive plan adopted. 

* Votes and Proceedings, Legislature, ITBi, p. 24. 

t Tradition says, that bis party cat down a tree on the lands of Mr. 
Johnson on the Monoeacy, made a canoe, descended that stream, and 
then entered on the survey of the Botemae. 
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GomiDissionen were also appointed to consult with eom^ 
missioners from Delaware and Pennsylvania, on the pro- 
priety of effecting an ioland communication between the 
Delaware and Chesapeake bays. The peculiar position of 
Virginia and Maryland, upon the bay, and the navigable 
waters of the Potomac, rendered it necessary that their 
respective rights should be accurately defined ; and a con- 
vention was entered into by the representatives of the two 
States, appointed for the purpose, which secured to Mary- 
land her proper jurisdiction, and protected her in the full 
enjoyment of the navigation of those waters. 

The removal of the dangers and impediments, which had 
obstructed commerce during the war, gave the city of Balti- 
more a new impulse. Situated as it was, it needed only 
the blessings of peace to spring forward rapidly in pros- 
perity ; and the enterprise of its merchants, relieved from 
the incubus which had weighed down their energy, began 
to display itself at once in its increasing commerce and 
population. In 1782, it only numbered eight thousand 
inhabitants ; but from that time it moved onward with an 
impulse, which no difficulties could retard, until it has 
become the third city, in the Unions and the commercial 
eihporium of the south. 
' EcerMiaMieai Connected, as the colony had been with £ng- 

"^■"■' land, several of its religious denominations were 
- subject to spiritual superiors in that country. The Cath- 
olics of the State were under the jurisdiction of a vicar 
appointed by. the Catholic bishop of London, and the 
Episcopalians were subject to the Protestant bishop of the 
same city ; while the Methodists looked to Mr. Wesley of 
England for ministerial appointments.* It now became 
desirable to establish separate ecclesiastical organizations; 
and the Cathplic clergy assembled at White Marsh, on the 
27th of June, 1783, to draw up a system for their govem- 
* Annals of BalthDore. 
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meat. After seTeral meetings these articles were com* 
pletedy and the Rev. John Carroll, at their request, received 
firom Rome the necessary powers of spiritual superior.* A 
few years afterwards he was appointed a hishop, was con- 
secrated in England, whither he went for the purpose, and 
returned to his see of Baltimore in 1790^ the first bishop in 
the United States, over the whole of which his diocess 
extended. In 1810, his see having been divided into 
several bishoprics, he was elevated to the rank and dignity 
of archbishop. 

The . Episcopal church had suffered much during the 
revolution from the impossibility of obtaining ordination for 
its clergymen. It was a common want throughout the 
country: and the Rev. Samuel Seabury, of Connecticut, 
was despatched to England in 1784, to obtain consecration 
as a bishop of the Episcopal church. Many obstacles were 
there thrown in his path, but he returned in the ensuing 
year. Several others, in due time, were consecrated, and 
in 1789, the Book of Common Prayer, as now used, was 
ratified and adopted by a convention of that church. The 
application of the Methodists to Mr. Wesley, resulted in 
the appointment of Dr. Thomas Coke as superintendent;t 

Whilst these steps were in progress for the reorganization 
of the religious bodies, the cause of learning and science 
was not neglected. A college had been established at 
Chejitertown, on the Eastern Shore*— named in honor of the 
Father of his country, Washington College. An additional 
college in connection with it, and under the patronage of 
Rev. Drs. Carroll, Smith and Allison, was now opened at 
Annapolis, under the title of ** St. John's College ;" and the 
two were erected into the "University Of Maryland/' 
Various other measures were taken for the advancement of 
education-^the best means of securing the prosperity of the 

* Life and Timet of Archbishop Cancill, by B. U. Campbell. 
\ Annals of Baltimore. 
27» 
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State and the pennanency of its institutions by the enlight^ 
ment of the people. 

The land office was again opened, and th^ bounty promised 
the soldiers of the line laid olT for them. The officers were 
not neglected. The depreciation of their pay was made 
good to them, and those, who ha*d served in the indepen* 
dent corps, were placed upon the same footing with regard 
to half pay and pensions, as the officers of the line. Upon 
their commander, a higher reward was bestowed. On the 
expiration of the term, for which William Paca was eli« 
gible, in 1785, Major Gen. Smallwood was elected gover- 
nor; and continued in the office during three successive 
years. He was succeeded by Gol. John Eager Howard, 
whose terms extended into 1791 — ample proofs of the 
affectionate regard of the people and legislature towards 
the gallant men who had won so much glory for Maryland. 

But the memory of Smallwbod seems nearly forgotten ; 
and, on his paternal estate now in the hands of strangers, 
he sleeps in a lonely grave, by the waters of the Potomac, 
almost within sight of the tomb of his great leader at 
Mount Vernon— -near him in death as he had adhered to 
him in life. Faithful, modest, brave and patient in his 
life, he sleeps there in death, unhonored, without a tomb- 
stone to mark the spot, or an enclosure to protect his last 
resting place from desecration — seldom remembered by 
those who pass between the graves of the two' generals-^to 
the capital of tl/e nation. 

CoMfitwioa While Maryland was thus rising out of the 
of tiM Union, midst of those difficulties, which the trying strug- 
gle of the revolution had lefl behind — ^the national congress 
was every day sinking more rapidly, in the estimation of 
the people, until all its authority, based as it was upon 
public opinion, passed away firom it. The pressure of 
State and national debt, the troubles brought on by the 
collection of the claims of British creditors — the moat ob* ' 
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noxiouB ofa]!— and the renewed paper issues of the northern 
States, who failed to meet the crisis by imposing taxes, as 
• Slaryland had done,' produced a state bordering on anarchy. 
In Massachusetts, the courts were closed and the judges 
prevented from performing their official duties, and the 
wholie power, of the government set at defiance. Partial 
insurrection broke out in other States* The federal govern- 
ment was almost powerless. Fortunately there was still 
sufficient patriotism in eastern Massachusetts to maintain 
order, and Greneral Lincoln, at the head of four thousand 
militia, succeeded in quelling the disturbance. But one 
thing tiiese events evidenced to all — ^that there was no 
hope of national prosperity and strength, without the 
infusion of a more vital and energetic spirit in the gene- 
ral constitution. 

It was at length proposed, that commissioners, firom the 
different States, should assemble at Annapolis, to take into 
consideration the condition of the nation. In September, 
1786, delegates from Virginia, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
New Jersey and New York, attended; as the States were' 
but partially represented, they deferred the business for 
which they had assembled, and issued an address, calling 
on all the States to send delegates to a convention tn meet 
at Philadelphia, on the second Monday of May, 1787, to 
devise some tneans to give stability to the confederation. 
The propositioii was approved by congress, and adopted by 
all the States, excepting Rhode Island.* On the twenty- 
third of April, 1787, the legislature of Maryland selected 
five delegates, by joint ballot, to represent the State in the 
convention about to assemble, with power to revise the 
articles of confederation. They were Robert Hanson. Har- 
rison, Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Thomas Stone, James 
McHenry, and Thomas Sim Lee. Several of these gentle- 
men having declined, others were elected in their stead, 
• Pitkin- 
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and on the 36lh of May, when the act of appointment 
finally passed, the delegation was composed of James 
McHenry, Daniel of St Thoma^ Jennifer, Daniel Carroll, 
John Francis Mercer, and Lather Martin.* 

On the 14th of May, the convention assembled at Phila-> 
delphia, and organized by electing Gen. Washington presi- 
dent of the body. On the 17th of September, 1787, they 
concluded their labors, and agreed upon the present con« 
stitution and form of government of the United States, 
which they laid before congress. That body immediately 
directed that copies of the constitution should be trans- 
mitted to the several legislatures, to be submitted to a con- 
vention of delegates, chosen in each State by the people, 
in conformity with the resolves of the convention. 

The legislature of Maryland, in compliance with this 
resolve, on the first of December in the same year, by reso- 
lution, recommended the people of the State "to submit 
the proceedings of the federal convention, to a convention 
of the people for their full and firee investigation and deci- 
sioi|." For this purpose, they further recommended, " that 
such of the inhabitants, as were entitled to vote for dele- 
gates in the assembly, should choose four persons for each 
county, and two for the cities of Baltimore anfl Annapolis, 
in the mode prescribed for holding other elections, to serve 
in the said convention." The qualifications of delegates 
were, that they should be citizens of the State, twenty-one 
years of age, having resided therein at least three years, and 
in the county twelve months before the election. The 
convention was directed to assemble at Annapolis, on the 
twenty-first of April, 1788, — ^if they approved the constitu- 
tion, " to ratify it finally in behalf of Uie State and report 
their action to congress." 

This great question naturally divided the opbions of the 
people. Every one admitted the necessity of immediate 
* VotM aod ProcecdiDgt. 
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change; and, whilst oi(e party were inclined to strengthen 
the State authority, at the expense of the general gOvem. 
ment, dreading too great a centralization of power, and a 
gradual destruction of freedom and State independence ; 
the other, principally those who had serred during the war, 
hoped to derive Irom an efficient national government, that 
unity which would ensure prosperity, and that stability 
which would demand respect from abroad and secure at 
home the blessings of peace, order, and good government. 
In the national convention various plans had been pro- 
posed ; and out of the clashing extremes and the conflict- 
ing feelings and interests represented there, generated by 
the spirit of compromise, and matured by an assemblage of 
talent never surpassed, had sprung into existence that great 
instrument, the constitution of the United States. Under 
its admirable workings the old thirteen, trembling from the 
effects of a long and trying war, and already shrinking in 
fear from domestic anarchy and confusion, received new 
strength and energy, and have grown with their younger 
listers, of the south and west, to greatness and prosperity 
far beyond the wildest dreams of the most sanguine of its 
framers. Yet it was then only an experiment ; and it had 
warm opponents. Its friends immediately began to advo- 
cate it before the public, and the papers written in its ex- 
planation and defence, under the title of " the Federalist," 
by Madison, Hamilton and Jay, became afterwards a great 
constitutional authority for its interpretation. 

The Maryland convention assembled at Anna- * ^^^ ^ 
polis on Monday, the twenty-first of April, and landOonTai- 
organized by electing the Hon. George Plater, *°* 
president, and Wm. Harwood, clerk. On the 23d the pro- 
posed form of government was read the first time, and it 
was thereupon resolved that the convention would not enter 
into any discussion upon it until after the second Teading. 
On Thursday the 24th, afler its second reading, several ob- 
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jections to the constitution were debated ; and Wm. Paea, 
of Hartford, after stating his Tiews asked the convention to 
adjourn over to the next daj to give htm time to prepare 
amendments to accompany the ratification, which was ac« 
cordingly done. When the convention assembiedi how- 
ever, it was urged by many of the delegates that the mem- 
bers had been elected solely to ratify and confirm the Con- 
stitution on behalf of the State, and, the majority sustain- 
ing this view, the amendments were not received. The 
objections to the constitution were, however, still urged 
until Saturday evening, when the final question was put 
" whether the convention assent to and ratify the proposed 
plan of federal government for the United States." It was 
carried in the affirmative by a vote of sixty-three to eleven. 
A certificate of their ratification was signed by the mem- 
bers on the 28th, and despatched to congress.* 

The constitution having been thus ratified, on motion of 
Mr. Paca a. committee of thirteen was appointed to^draft 
amendments, a series of which, thirteen in number, were 
agreed to in committee, while fiAeen others were rejected 
by the majority of the committee. Unable to agree upon 
the latter series, the majority determined to make no writ- 
ten report of amendments to the convention, but those 
which had been agreed on by the .committee were read to 
that body by Wm. Paca, the chairman. Having passed 
a vote of thanks to the president, the convention then ad- 
journed afler a session of nearly two weeks.t 

On the 2d of July, 1788, the ratification of the new con- 
stitution by nine States, including Maryland, was laid 
before the old congress, then still in session ; and prepara- 
tions were immediately made for carrying it into effect. 
The States were directed to appoint their electors on. the 
first Wednesday of January, 1789, who were to assemble 
at New York on the first Wednesday of February to cast 
• Sm AppcDdiz, I. t EUtoff DebttM on the Fed. Con. vol. S. 
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their votes for presideat and vice president of the United 
States ; and the month of Manch was fixed as the thne, ai|d 
New York the place, for commencing proceedings under 
the new constitution.^ ^ . . 

In several articles— the second and eighth section^^Uie 
new national constitution clashed with and repealed pro- 
visions (the 26tb and 33d) of the existing constitution of 
Maryland, although adopted by a convention of the people 
assembled by a -simple resolution of the legislature, and fol- 
lowed by no other sanction or ratification ; — a proceeding 
seemingly subversive of the fifty-ninth article of the State 
constitution* But it is scarcely credible, that the states- 
men of Maryland at the very moment when ^ey were 
endeavoring to incresse the stability of the national, .would 
have deliberately disregarded the requisitions of the State 
constitution. It is, perhaps, more probable that they under- 
stood the restriction of the fifty-ninth article, taken in con- 
nection with th^ forty-second section of the declaration of 
rights, as binding only on the legislature, and in no man- 
ner interfering with the right of the people to alter and 
amend, or renew that instrument by means of a convention 
assembled by a simple resolution-— a construction strongly 
contended for at the present day. They seemed to have 
Considered, that as a convention of the people had power 
to firame a constitution at the outset, so a similar body 
under the very theory of the goverfament, properly con- 
stituted, would always have power to alter or renew it; 
and the fbrty-second and fifty-ninth articles simply provi- 
ded an additional means and conferred k new power, by 
which amendments mighi be made, through the legislature, 
thereby rendering unnecessary a too firequent resort to 
conventions. 

The national legistatore, composed of senators and re- 
presentatives from eleven States, assembled at New York 
• Pitkiiit vol. % »1. 
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on tlM 4lh of March, 1789 ; a qaonun was not obUinod, 
vntil the 6th of April, when the electoral, votes were 
counted, and George Washington was declared to boi 
unanimously, elected president, and John Adams, by a 
majority, vice-president.* The six electoral votes of Mary- 
land were cast for Washington, for president, and Bobert 
Hanson Harrison, of Maryland, for vice-preaident. Gen. 
Washington was, accordingly, notified of his election ; and 
hastening to New York, amid the gratulations of a whole 
people, making his progress one triumphal ovation, was 
qualified on the 30th of April, 1789* Congress was imme* 
diately occupied in bringing into order the distracted affaiia 
of the government, and in discussing several amendments 
of the constitution, which were afterwards adopted, and 
which were confirmed by the States. 
PiMic Debi. Before the close of the session, they directed 
Mr. Hamilton, secretary of the treasury, to report at- thehr 
next session a plan for the restoration of the national' credit 
His report was presented in January, 1790, and, in com- 
pliance with its suggestions, congress determined to assume 
twenty-one millions and a half of the State debts, issuing to 
the creditors certificates of loans, bearing interest, annually, 
at the rate of three and six per cent* By this measure Mary- 
land W9fi relieved of eight hundred thousand dollars of its 
debt ; and as congress, to render these %teps effective, at once 
established a tariff of duties on imports, the credit of the 
State, thus aided, rose rapidly with that of the nation* Its 
expenditures during the war amounted to the enormous 
Slim of seven millions five hundred and sixty-eight thou- 
sand one hundred and forty-five dollars and thirty-eight 
cents, in specie ; of this amount the old federal congress 
had advanced, at several periods, an aggregate of one mil- 
lion five hundred and ninety-two thousand six hundred and 
thurty-one dollars and thirty-eight cents, leaving an actual 
• Pitkio; MuOmXL 
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outlay by this State of fi^e milUons niAe Jiandred and 
«eventy-fiye thotisaffd five * hundred and fourteen dollars.* 
A large portion or its etpendituce^ had been m^t by. the 
proceeds of ^the confiseated British property, and by the 
taxes yrhich were yearly Jmposed during the r^Tolution and 
continned after its close. \ 

As soon as congress had passed the necessa^ lawa ibr 
the organization of the government, the president made his 
appointment of public officers. Robert H. Harrison, of 
Maryland^ v^as noihinated one of the associate justices of 
the Supreme Court of the^ United States;- William Paoa, 
judge of the District Court, of Maryland; Richard Potts, 
attorney; Col. .N. Ramsey, marshal; and Capt. Joshua 
Barney, clerk : r Gen. Otho H. Williams, 4Sollector Of the 
port of Baltimore; Robert Purriance, naval officer; and 
Col. Robert Ballard, surveyor.! 

The first electors and members of congress^ had' been- 
chosen by general iicket« The legislature, in 1790, in 
order to carry the constitution into effect, divided the State 
into six congressional districts, and directlsd that one 
member should be selected from each. . Electois were still 
to be chosen by general ticket, but at least three of t^iem 
were required to be taken from the £astem Shore* The 
voting was in all oases vivA voce, and not by ballot.' Upon 
an increase of the number of the representatives to e^ht, a 
different division became necesstey, and the State was laid 
off into ten electoral districts. 

The national government had not yet adopted ofctrietor 
any permanent residence, for the resolutions' of c«*'«»"^ 
of the old federal congress were not. carried into effect 
Several' States had made a tender of ground, for its location, • 
but none, so liberal as that already oflbred by Maryland. 
The State, now, made another propolition to the new con- 
gress, and directed iti representatives to cede to the United 
• Pitkin. . \ Aanals of Bait, ha. 
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Stateii, a iKstrict of ten miles square, in ^ny portion of its 
territory which congress might .ael^ct. That body, for a 
long while, heajtated between the Drkw«re and the Poto-. 
mac. Party spirit already ran very high, and sectional feel- 
ing entered into the deliberatipq. At length .the southern- 
ers prevailed ; the Potomac was selected : , and time has 
proved the propriety of tlie choice. Washmgton, Madison, 
Lee and Carroll, were among the friends, of the t>resent 
eite, and they*^ urged^ as their reasons, that the seat of 
government .should be removed 'from the neighborhood of 
populous cities, — should be as central as possible, and, 
while at the head of tide water on the Atlantic, in Buch a 
position, as would enable it, at aome future day, to be con- 
nected by a noble canal with the great waters of the west. 
For this reason the present. 9ite was selected. The hill 
upon which die capitpl was afterwards built was already 
called Rom^, and the rivulet which washed its h\ae, the 
Tiber;— omens of the future greatness of the Republic, 
whose capitol was about to be erected there — a capitol, 
which would in itseU^ renew the gloried of the old Roman 
Republic, and send its conquering stars and stripc»-~ 
stars for its friends and stripes for its foes*— o'er sea 
and land, into climes where the Roman Eagle never' 
penetrated. 

Messrs. Johnson, Stewart and tCarroIl, were appointed 
commissioners, in 1790— -the district was laid out on both 
sides of the Potomac, ten miles square, eml)racing nearly 
equal portions of Virginia^and Maryland— including George'^ 
town and Alexandria, and called, " the Territory of Colum- 
bia." The new city, whose site was selected for the 
National Metropolis on the Maryland side, wa^ named in 
honor of the Father of his country, the city of Washington. 
On the ISth of September, .1793, the comer-stone of the 
north wing of the Capitol, was laid by Gen. Washington in 
person. The public buildings, however, were not suffi- 
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eiently adTanced to ftdmit the reitioTal of this government 
thither, until the yeai: 1800, when copgress met there for the 
first time in the month <5f Novemberv But Washington, the 
great patron and friend of the new city, did not live to .see 
that (iay. He died on the 14th of Deoember, 4799. 

Finding that Ihe dnties on imports Were insiif* TheWhbkef 
.ITcient to supply the wants of the treasuty, con- J"""*?^**©"' 
gress determined to levy an internal excise; and whiskey, 
as 6ne of the most' common and deleterious articles of 
.-consumption, was selected as the principal subject. The 
tax met with great opposition, especially in western . Penn- 
sylrania. It had increased to such a height, in 1794, that 
the revenue officers weee no longer able to perform their 
duties. For three year^, this lawless population set tlm 
measure at defiance, and they, at length, proceeded to acta 
of violence against the offiicers of the United States. The 
marshal of the district was captured by an armed mob, his 
life tiireatened, and he was compelled, under the fear of 
immediate death, to engage not to serve any process, west 
of the Alleghanies. Th^ house of Gen. Neville, the in- 
spector, was ^assailed :^-«-he made his escape,— but, a small 
garrison of soldiers from Pittsburg attempting its defence, 
it was taken by assault and burned to the ground. The 
whole region was in arms , . and jGen. Washington, having 
resorted in vain to every peaceable means, determined to 
quell the insurrection with the sword. Requisitions Were 
made upon the governors of Maryland, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey and Virginia, for their quotas of fifteen thousand 
men, to be ready at a minute's warning.1* An attempt at 
conference failed— and it being reported that the insnrgentlB 
were gathering in force at Cumberland in Maryland, for the 
purpose of marching on the arsenal at Frederick, whither 
the arms of the State had been removed at the close of the 
revolution^ on immediate call for the troops of Marylandi 
* Bparki; Mwthal; PradamatioM, Ice. 
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wt8 mide by the fof^rnor, attd promptly answered. FWe 
hundred men- marched from Baltimore alone, and the re- 
mainderof the>equUitien waa fiUed^up by themHitxa of the 
ooaDties, who came forward with the greaieat alacrity. The 
general point of rendezvoaa was Cumberland: and the 
whole militia force waa placed under the command of Gov. 
Lee, of Maryland. The march of the army, produced a 
salutary effect,— « bloodless victory was- every where ob- 
tained, many of die ringleaders were taken, aiid the insur- 
rection having been completely crushed, the trobp^ were 
dismissed to. their homes. 

Tbt rnneh '^^^ difficnlties, which had arisen in Europe 
^*'' out of the JVench revolution, soon eitended 
themselves tb^this countiy. Genet, the representative of 
the directory, defied the president, and appealed to the 
people; but he was recalled, and another less violent, 
Fauchet, sent in his stead. A large portion of the nation, 
grateful for the past assistance of France, seemed disposed 
td overjpok the outrages of that people against American 
commerce, and only to entertain hostility towards- England. 
These questions entered deeply into party politics. ' The 
democrats sided with Prance, the federalists were desirous 
of punishing heir infringements of the nationTal rights : and, 
the hiUer being more powerful, active^ measures were re* 
solved upon against the directory; Congress ordered an 
increase of the army, the command of which was bestowed 
by President Adams on Gen. Washington, who once more 
left his retirement, at Mount Vernon, to draw his sword in 
his country's cause. The choice of the general officers was 
left to his discretion: and he selected CoK'John Eager 
Howard, as one of his brigadier generals. But the cloud 
passed with but a few distant rumblings; two or three 
French ships of war were captured ; and the directory at 
length consented to receive an American minister, and 
the subjects of disputes were arranged. 
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In the meftn while, a contest had arisen, in ^^ ^^^. ^ 
Maryland for the enlargement of the right of saflraga «i' 
suffrage. The restriction of a property qualifi- ^*'^' 
cation, was justly Obnoxious to a large class of hon^t and 
induslrious ^en, whom it deprived of the franchises secured 
to wealth. It . is not to -be ^supposed that a- peopje, as 
democratic as the )>eople of Maryland, would fong permit 
such a principle* to remain engrafted upon their constitu- 
tion. £ven* before the close of the revolution, in the con- 
tests which arose between the house ai;d 'the senate, the 
former body displayed the popular tendency towards more 
enlarged views.; whilst the latter body, from its composition 
and mode of selection, wasrstpoti^y conservative. In the 
high party times which followed the administr^on of 
Washington^ the question was agitated with great bitter- 
ness, increasing the asperfty of 4he political don tests. It 
became the leading topic in State' politics, and elections 
turned upon it. At length the popular party were suc- 
cessful; but it was after a long struggle* The house of 
delegates, in 1800, having .passed a bill to extend the right 
of suffrage to every free white male citizen, twenty-one 
years of age, who had resided twelve months in the State 
and six in the county, prior to the election, the senate 
proposed an amendment, requiring that the. voter should 
also have b^en • assessed and paid a tax twelve months 
before the election, and insisted upon two years residence 
in the Stete. These amendmenta the house contended, 
would make the bill, an empty gift— for it would be not. 
only to retain but to enlarge the property qualification, 
and would -deprive of the right of suffrage many, who 
already possessed it — whose property was greater in value 
than that required for a voter, but still under the limit 
of that upon which taxation was imposed. Neither body 
would recede from its position; and the bill fell to the 
ground. 

28* Tt 



Digitized by 



Google 



no HMToar or lUtTiiAiiD. 

The coDtioveny, howerer, wa« obIj renewed with graeter 
energy bj the adTocates of popdar righto. JU the ensuing 
session of 1801, the bill wis again introdueed into the house, 
and passed ,bj a vote of fortj^ight to fourteen. At the 
same time, to warn the senate of .the dang^ of Ibrlher 
opposition, the- committee who reported the bill, suggested 
that the legislatife part of ihe constitution was defectife, 
and required amendment. That the senate were elected. so 
indirectly, and for so long a period— fire yeara— with the 
anomalous power of filling Tscancies in their own body, 
that they were no longer responsible to th^ people ; that the 
council, also, required modification ; and as. the alteration 
of the constitution in the manner prescribed by thfit instru- 
ment, would make it a constitution only to be found in acts 
of assembly, advised that a bill recommending a convention 
to assemble in 1803, should be passed to take effect if 
confirmed by the 9ucceedalig legislature. . The committee 
seemed to haTe. considered that course necessary, differing 
with the legislature of 1786, -who called a convention by a 
simple resolution, although the act of that convention, not 
only in eliect, repealed at least one clause in the constip 
tution, but took away from the State a portion af its sov- 
ereignty and nationality. The threat of the house was 
effective. On the 21st oC December* the suffrage bill was 
sent to the senate : on the SSth, it was passed, with a single 
verbal ameodmenL , Early in the session of 1802^ the 
confirmatory act was passed by the house, by a large ma- 
jority, and immediately after unanimously assented to in 
the senate. Thus was Bia.ryland thrown far in advance of 
most of the sister States, for only one other, — Vermont- 
had already so fiir extended the right of suffrage.* 

But not only was this odious restriction removed forever, 
but another scarcely less oppressive upon the fireedom of elec- 
tions, the viod voce vote, for which the ballot and the ballot 
^ Votes sod Proceedings of House tsd Semite. 
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box were substituted. Tire property qHalificHtipn/ was 9tiU 
thrown round the offices ofnhe State; but, the first step 
taken, the second could not be long resisted. In June 
1809, all such^clause8 of^the constitution, as required a 
•property qual^ation an persons holding offices of profit 
or trust, were repealed ; and theaet^was confirmed in the 
KoTember session of the same year* 
\ Whilst this, amelioration of the organic law of n^w Judicial 
the, State was thi^s progressing to a.conclusion« ^y*^"^- 
the old judicial. system was abolished and the present one 
adopted. The State, was divided into Six judicial districts, 
for &ach of which, three persons of integrity ^and sound 
le^l knowledge, residents of their respective districts and 
citjzens' of the State, were to be appointed judges—- one to 
be chiefi the other two associate, justices for the county 
courts ihroughoul the districts. The court x>f appeals was 
composed o( the Qhief justices of the si^ judicial districts, 
and was to hold its sessions both on the Eastern and Western 
Shored. To secure impartiality, in its decisions, it was pro- 
vided that the judge, who had given an opinion. in the case 
below, should withdraw from the b^nch at its trial in the 
court of appeals, so that the number of the acting justices of 
the tribunal was generally reduced to five. 

The national relations with foreign States, DiaeuutM 
be^ran every day to grow more gloomy. The "^^ ^^*^ 
aggressions of the bashaw of Tripoli had been promptly 
resented.* The more trying oppressions of England were 
borne with, for a little while longer, in the vain hope of 
obtaining justice by remonstrance. 

Napoleon had brought the continent of Europe at his 
feet, and only England defied his power. Her fleets swept 

* Lt. George Washington Mann, a MaryUnder, and oiie of the two wbo 
fint planted the American standard on the walls of Deme under Gen. 
JESatoa, was presented by the legislature with a handsome sword and 
belt as a testimonial of bis bravery ; also Cbarles Gordon, John Trippe 
andJohn Davis, were noticed Bur their gaUantiy. 
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Che oeean, seizidg the property md impreesing the citoem 
of the United States, in spite of their privileges as neutrals. 
But the immense benefits derived' from the neutrality, by 
the increased carrying trade, and the demand for Amencao 
productions, made many persons desirous of perpetuating 
this state of affairs, at every sacrifice, even that of honor 
and patriotism. No city, in the Union, felt the impulse of 
prosperity from this increase of commerce mdre than Bal- 
timore. She advanced rapidly in wealth and |>opulatioa» 

England jealous of the growing naval power of the 
States, at length determined that American vessels, bearing 
French products, were lawful prize ; and laid most, of the 
ports of France under embargo. France retaliated by the 
famous Berlin Decree of NovembeV, 1806, declaring the 
British islands in a state of bloclude, aAd all neutral vessels, 
trading thither, liable to capture. The system of British 
impressments was even attempted upon national vessels 4 
and the United States ship Chesapeake wad fired into, 
upon the refusal of her commander to submit to a search. 
The public indignation was thoroughly aroused :' and Mary- 
land was not behind the other States, in the expression of 
its resolution to maintain the honor of Che country.. Pub- 
lic meetings were every where held, for this purpose, and 
the legislature voted an address to President Jefferson, 
declaring that they were ready to submit to all the hardships 
and dangers of war, rather than permit so gross an outrage 
to the honor of the nation to pass unpunished. 
The Bmbufo. On the 2d of July an embargo was declared, 
closing the ports of the United States against British ves- 
sels, and congress ordered one hundred thousand militia to 
hold themselves in readiness for service. The English 
government disavowed the outrage : but the embargo was 
continued. The maritime communities were greatly dis- 
Iressied, and clamored for its repeal : and the house of dele- 
gates, in 1808, passed a resolution instructing the Maryland 
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representatives in congress to vote for its suspension. The 
senate, however, rejected the resolution* contending that 
the measure was wise; just and necessary ; and their deci- 
sion was sustained by both branches of the next legislature. 
Deeming war inevitable, the same assembly iendeavo^d to 
foster home manufactures, to replace the supplies, which 
would thus be cut off from Europe, and urged the people 
of the State to clothe themselves in domestic fabrics. They 
further directed their representatives in congress, strenu- 
ously to support the administration of Madison, in every 
retaliatory m^ksnre. • The people earnestly seconded the 
designs of the legislature ; associations were every where 
formed for the encburagement of domestic manufactures, 
and in Baltimore a company was incorporated under the 
name of *'the Athenian Society,'* with a considerable 
capital, to establish a warehouse for the reception and sale 
of such articles. To aid in the advancement of this design, 
the society offered iinnual premiums for the best donlestic 
productions ; and the members of the legislature and the 
people at large, made it their prfde to appear clothed in 
the fabrics of the State.* 

But new delays only brought forth new insults and out- 
rages from the imperious government of England, until the 
whole country became clamorous for war. It was at length 
declared on the 18th of June, 1812. Although the prevail- 
ing sentiment of the people was in its favor, a few violently 
opposed the propriety and expediency of the measure. 
The publishers of a newspaper, called the Federal Repub- 
lican, had bitteily assailed the administration, and, having 
removed from Georgetown to Baltimore, is8ued their paper 
in that city, filled with violent articles in opposition to the 
war. The indignation of the people was aroused ; — ^they 
gathered around the office of publication, for the purpose 
of destroying it, while the friends of the editors prepared 
^ AimaU of Baltimort ; Votes tod Procetdiogs. 
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hr its defeaca against the illegal Tiolence. of the mob. 
Aftej a spirited zesistance, in which ooe person was killed 
and several wounded, they surrendered to the authorities, 
and were conducted to the jail for their protection. In the 
ensuing night, the jail was broken open by the excited 
mob, who practised the greatest barbarity on the persons 
of their victims. One was killed ; the rest were cruelly 
beaten, and only escaped by passing for dead. They now 
threatened the post office, in which several of the obnoxious 
papers were said to be deposited, but the civil and military 
authorities at length obtained the mastery, and the disturb- 
ance was quelled.* 



^ Perkia'8 Ltts War ; Aanali, &e. 
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CHAPTER XVII. . 

THE WAR OF 1812. 

X. OR a ^me, the war was principaHy waged upon the 
ocean and- the northern , frontier, and" Maryland anly^bore 
part 'in its deeds through its fearless privateers^ arid its 
soldiers and its sailors, distributed throughout (he national 
army and navy, and no longer distinguished in a separate 
corps, as under the old confederacy. But, the 4iorrors of 
invasion were soon brought into.-its borders. The Chesa- 
peake presented too favorable an opening for the British 
fleet, to escape their depredafions ; and in March, 1813, 
Admiral Cockburn mado his appearance in its waters, with 
four ships of the line and six frigates. Hq immediately 
began a series of disgraceful outrages against the property 
and persons of the unarmed citizens. Even the women 
and children did not escape the cruelty of these monsters. 
French town, Havre de Grace, Frederick town (on the 
Eastern Shore), and Georgetown, were plundered, and 
burned. 

In the assault upon Havre de Grace, a gallant defence 
was made )>y an Irishman, named O'Neale, who manned a 
battery himself, and kept up a hot fire upon the approach- 
ing force of the enemy in nineteen barges, until he was 
disabled by a wound in the leg, received from the recoil of 
the cannon he was firing. He then continued the fight 
with two muskets, which he loaded and fired until he was 
captured by the enemy. They threatened to hang him as 
a British subject, found in arms ; but the determination of 
the Americans to execute two British soldiers in reprisal, 

induced them to spare his life, and the " true and brave 
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adopted citizen '' was received aa a prisoner . of war 
Wherever a body of milithi was collected, the chiTalroas 
Cockburn held aloof. He threatened Annapolis, but it 
was prepared for defence ;< and after sounding the harbor, 
he retired. He approached Baltimore, but five thousand 
citiisens were in arms, resolved and" eager to give him that 
receplion which his barbarian outrages deserved; and he 
shrunk -from the encounter.* He preferred a moie safe and 
profitable, though a more inglorious warfare ; and private resi- 
dences and the smaller bay craft, as well as' other shipping, 
were plundered and consumed. So extensive was the 
destruction, that at night the shores and waters of the bay 
were lit up with the continuous conflagration. 

^^^ of But no' attempt to invade the interior was 
'****'*^'*' made until the year following, when the British 
fleet, having been largely reinforced, a body of men five 
thousand strong, under Gen. Ross, was landed at Bene- 
diet, on the Patuxent, and commenced its march towards 
Washington. Immediately the mifitia of the State and 
District of Columbia assembled, to the number of about 
three thousand men under Gen. Winder, to oppose their 
progress. But this small and undisciplined force was com- 
pelled to retire before them until they reached the village 
of Bladensburg on the 24th of August. Here they were 
reinforced by a body of twenty-one hundred men, under 
Gen. Stansbury, including the gallant fifth regiment, the 
elite of Baltimore, under Col. Sterrett, several rifle compa- 
nies commanded by Major Pinckney ; and two companies 
of artillery under Myers and Magruder ; and by the sailors 
and marines, under Commodore Barney, who had been 
compelled to destroy his flotilla of gun boats to prevent its 
•• falling into the hands of the enemy. It was now deter- 
mined to make a stand and risk a battle, in defence of the 
capitol. Gen. Stansbury was stationed on the left of the 
^ NUet' Kegiitor. 
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loady leading to WaBhington, with his irtillery in a breaat 
work near the bridge over. the Western Branch, with the 
Baltimore rolunteera io advance. Col. Bealli with eight 
hundred militia, was placed on the right of the road, while 
Winder, in person, commanded the main body a short 
distance in the rear. The heavy artillery, under Commo- 
dore Bamey, was posted on an eminence commanding the 
road. The president of the United States reviewed the 
army, but withdrew to the city before the commencement 
of the action. 

As soon as the enemy appeared in sight they formed and 
moved towards the bridge, but they were received with a 
destructive fire firom the batteries and the Baltimore rifles, 
and driven back in disorder. They immediately re-formed 
under cover of a tobacco-house and again advanced. The 
head of their columns was again thrown into confusion ; 
but they at length forced their way across the bridge, and 
having overpowered the rifles and the fiflh, After a brave 
resistance, drove back Gen. Stansbury's force, capturing 
one of their pieces of artillery. Col. Beall's militia retreated 
with great precipitation, and another detachment of Anna- 
polls militia were also thrown back in disorder on the main 
body. The enemy now advanced briskly along the road, 
certain of an easy victory, when Barney's battery opened 
upon them in front, and Col. Millar, with the marines, poured 
in a heavy fire upon their flank. The first discharge of 
Barney's pieces swept across their columns, with terrible 
effect, opening a wide avenue through the human barrier. 
Obliquing to the left, in hopes of escaping the range of the 
cannon, the British grenadiers fell upon Millar's marines. 
They were met with the greatest firmness, while the sailors 
of the gallant commodore still poured a destructive fire 
upon their closing ranks. They could endure it no longer ; 
and the advance of the enemy was driven back upon the 
main body in disorder. The moment was critical, but 
29 Uu 
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from Che want of a sustainhag force, the Americans were 
unable to follow up their advantage; and Aoss, having 
rallied his men, extended his front, so as to attack, at the 
same moment, the marines in front and on both flanks, and 
bring a heavy column up against the battery. Thus assailed, 
the marines could not hold their ground, and Col. Millar 
being wounded, Capt Sevier ordered them to retire. 
Barney, no longer sustained by a column of infantry, was 
unable to maintain his position, though, his gallant sailors 
continued to work their guns, as coolly as on ship-board, 
until they were surrounded, and some of their number 
bayonetted at their posts. Then, only, they retired, leaving 
their gallant commodore covered with honorable wounds, a 
prisoner in the hands of the enemy. 

Thus far, at least, defeat had not brought disgrace. Even 
while Barney and Millar seemed to be on the point of 
driving back the foe, the main body of the militia and a 
body of regular cavalry and infantry never brought into 
action had been ordered to fall back without having yet 
fired a gun. A retreat, however unwillingly commenced, 
with undisciplined militia, soon becomes a route ; and the 
men who had chafed at the folly of their leaders, in with- 
drawing them almost in the moment of victory and when 
anxious for the conflict, now that their backs were turned 
upon the foe, were seized with a sudden panic, broke 
their ranks and many of them dispersed to their homes. 
Washington, the metropolis of the Union, was the prize 
of the victors ; and like the Vandal and the Goth, they 
gave to the flames the capitol itself, the president's house, 
the treasury, war, and navy offices, the national records, 
and the library together with other public and private pro- 
perty—a transaction unequalled in modem times for its 
disgraceful barbarity. Having thus completed their g^ory 
and shame, they returned to their shipping at Benedict, 
having lost in the expedition four hundred men, killed 
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ind wonndedf and fitfe hundred prisoners. The loss cf the 
Americans, in Ihe battle of Bladensbur^, was about thirty 
killed, fifty wounded and one hundred and twenty taken 
prisoners. 

The disgraceful termination of the fight, at Bladensburg, 
may be in part accounted for by the unprepared state of the 
force, collected to defend Washington. Many of the troops 
arrived on the ground, just in time to fall into the line, and, 
under such circumstances, it could scarcely be expected 
that militia would make a stand. Their conduct seems to 
have been effected by the perturbation of those to whom 
the defence of the city was entrusted, whose imbecility had 
in face of sufficient warning, permitted the enemy to find 
the capital of the Union, so unprepared for defencC'—who 
seemed only to foresee defeat, and whose greatest%anxtety 
throughout was to keep out of harm's way— a disposition, 
shared by many even of the military chieftains. The Balti- 
more division, a few of the militia, Barney's men and the 
maiines, behaved with a distinguished gallantry, which 
jomewhat redeemed the disgrace of the day. 

Whilst the main body of the enemy was thus employed, 
one detachment plundered Alexandria. Another, under 
Sir Peter Parker, made an inroad upon the Eastern Shore, 
but with very different success. Two hundred militia had 
gathered at Belle Air, under Col. Reed, an officer of the 
revolution, and Sir Peter determined to surprise thenu 
The British advance, however, found them fully on their 
guard, and were received with a heavy fire. Passing 
towards the right, they attempted to gain the flank of the 
militia, but were again repulsed. Having exhausted his 
ammunition. Col. Reed fell back to obtain a fresh supply : 
but the enemy, crippled by their severe reception and 
having lost their leader. Sir Peter Parker, who was mortally 
wounded and died a few minutes after the action, aban- 
doned their expedition and retreated to their boats, leaving 
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foarteen killed and iventyHMTen wounded. The Ainericaa 
loss was Tery small, only three roea being wounded. 

B«iye of Having thas triumphantly despoiled the capital 
Noftb Point. Qf the Union, Gen. Ross turned his eyes upon the 
flourishing and wealthy city of Baltimore. Anticipating 
his design, the governor had ordered the militia of the Stdte 
to hold themselves in readiness, and* large bodies were 
marched to the city for its defence. About seven hundred 
regulars, several volunteer and militia companies, from 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, increased their strength to 
about fifteen thousand men. They were commanded by 
Gen. Samuel Smith, who had distinguished himself in the 
revolution by his gallant defence of Fort Mifflin. One 
division of the army was confided to Gen. Winder, the 
other to Gen, Strieker. As soon as it was annonnced, that 
the British were approaching the city, the militia irritated 
by the disaster at Bladensburg and the sacking of Wash- 
ington, flocked in from all quarters, in snch numbers, that 
neither arms, ammunition, nor provisions, could be supplied 
them, and th^ services of many were necessarily declined. 
As it was expected that the enemy would land and attack 
the town from the east, heavy batteries were erected on the 
high grounds in that direction, and an entrenchment thrown 
np in which the main body of the militia were posted. On 
the water side, the city waa defended by Fort McHenry, 
garrisoned by a thousand men under Major Armistead ; two 
small batteries were erected on the south side ; while the 
channel was obstructed by a number of sunken vessels. 

On the 11th of September, 1814, the British fleet, nmn- 
bering fifty sail, entered the mouth of the Patapsco; and 
on the twelfth, a force of five thousand men was landed 
at North Point, fbnrteen miles from Baltimore. General 
Strieker was ordered forward with three thousand two hun- 
dred men, to oppose their progress. His force was com- 
posed of the fifth regiment, under Col. Sterrett; the sixth, 
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Col. McDonald ; the twenty-seyenth, Lieut. Col. Long ] the 
thirty-ninth, Col. Fowler ; the fifly-first, Col. Amey ; one hun- 
dred and fifty riflemen, under Capt. Dyer; one hundred 
and forty cavalry, under Lieut. Col. Biays^ and the* Union 
artillery with six field piecea. In the regiments of this 
brigade, were incorporated Spangler's York, Metzgar^s 
Hanover, Dixon's Marietta, and QuantriFs Hagerstown uni- 
formed voliMiteers. He took a position about eight miles 
from the city, his right resting on Bear Creek and his left 
covered by a marsh: the fifth and twenty-seventh regi- 
ments formed the first line : the fifty-first, was posted three 
hundred yards in rear of the fifth, and the thirty-ninth in 
rear of the twenty-seventh : the sixth was held in reserve. 
The artillery, six fbur-pounders, was planted in the centre 
dn the main road, and a corps of riflemen pushed in 
advance as skirmishers. The rifles soon fell in with the 
van of the enemy, and a sharp skirmish ensued, in which 
the British commander in chief. Gen. Ross, was killed. 
Col. Brooke, the second in command, still continued to 
advance, and, at half past three, the action commenced 
with the main body by a heavy cannonade. Gen. Strieker 
ordered his artillery to cease, until the enemy should get 
within close cannlster range ; and brought up the thirty- 
ninth on the left of the twenty-seventh, while the fifty-first 
was ordered to form at right angles with the line, resting its 
right near the left of the thirty-ninth. The fifty-first, in 
attempting to execute this order fell into confusion which 
however was soon remedied. The enemy now advaqced 
upon the twenty-seventh and thirty-ninth ; and the action 
became general. The fifty-first having imperfectly recovered 
from its confusion, fhiled to keep its ground; and, having 
delivered a scattering fire, broke in disorder. Its retreat 
threw the second battalion of the thirty-ninth into some 
confusion : but the whole line, undismayed by the desertion 
of the fifty-^rst, maintained its groniid with the greatest 
29* 



Digitized by 



Google 



342 BISTORT 07 MARTLAJID. 

firtaness, pouring in a destraetiTe fira upon the adtancing 
columns of the enemy. The artillery reopened with terrible 
efiect upon their left, which was opposed to the $fth, whilst 
that gallant regiment proudly sustained the laurels it had 
won at Bladensburg. This close and hot fire was kept up, 
without intermission^ for nearly an hour, in the fkee of a 
foe more than treble their numbers ; for the American line, 
reduced by the desertion of the -fifty-first, and unai.ded by 
the sixth in reserve, numbered Only -fourteen hundred men. 
Their yollies were deadly, for they fired not only hf order, 
but each man at his mark, and the fi^n^ ranks of the enemy 
were frequently observed throwing themselves upon the 
ground to avoid its unerring destruction. 

Finding that his force, uncovered on its left flank, was 
no longer able Co make head against the superior strength 
of the enemy, and having accomplished the main object of 
his detachment by the severe check he had given them 
Gen. Strieker ordered his line to retire to the position 
of the sixth, his reserve regiment. This was accomplished 
in good order; but the fatigued condition of the troops, 
who had been in action, and the exposed position which 
he occupied, determined the general to fall back still nearer 
to the city. The enemy crippled by the severe contest did 
not attempt purBuit; and the brigade, feeling that it had 
gathered the benefits of a rictory, assumed its position near 
the lines, panting for another struggle with the^ invader. 
Although the American loss was heavy, it bore no com- 
parison to that of the enemy. Adjutant James Lowry 
Donaldson, a member of the legislature, fell in the hottest 
of the conflict. Lieut. Andre was killed — Capt. Quantril 
of Hagerstown, Capt. Stewart, Major Moore, Lieut. Reese, 
JoBeph R. Brookes and Ensign Kirby, were wounded. 
Major Heath was wounded and had two horses killed under 
him. The American loss was twenty-four killed, one hun- 
dred and thirty-nine wounded, and fifty prisoners— a total 
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of two hnndred and thirteen. The loas of the enemy was 
nearly twice as gieat, and among thefir killed was their 
leader Gen. Ross, who, in eonjanction with the notorious 
Cockbum, was the destroyer of the capital, and who haa 
boasted that he would take up his winter quarters in 
Baltimore. 

On the morning of the 13th of September, the British 
made their appearance withiti two miles of the entrench- 
ments, on the Philadelphia road, as if endeavoring to gain 
Hie flank of the American position-; but, baffled by the skil- 
ful manceuTres of Gen. Smith, after throwing forward a 
reconnoisance and threatening the lines in front, they 
retired towards their former position, deterred from the 
attempt by the strength of the works. 

Having thus failed to take the city by land, Bombwdmeai 
the enemy hoped . that an attack by water would or Foft Bie- 
be more successful, and on the erening of the '^^* 
13th, the fleet began to bombard the fort, its main defence. 
The garrison was composed of three companies of United 
States' artillery, and three volunteer city companies, under 
Capt. Berry, Lieut. Pennington, and Gapt.. Nieholson, 
besides, six hundred infantry; in all about one thousand 
men under Gol. Armistead. For a time the brave garrison, 
were compelled to receive the fire of the 'fleet in silence, 
anchored as it was two miles from the fort and beyond the 
reach of its guns. At length, however, some confusion 
being created in the south-west bastion by the bursting of 
a bomb, several vessels were brought within range to follow 
up the supposed advantage : but the batteries immediately 
opened upon them with such effect, that they were driven 
back to their former position. At this safe distance, they 
poured a continuous storm of shells upon the gallant de- 
fenderd of the fort, who held their posts in stem silence, 
ready to repulse any nearer approach. During the. night, 
several rocket vessels and barges, with fourteen hundred 
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men, anpplied with scaling ladders,, passed silently by the 
fort, and entered the Patapsco. Little dreaming of the 
resistance of the six and. ten gun batteries, the foe already 
revelled, in anticipation,' in the plunder of the captured city, 
when suddenly, as they drew opposite the six gun bat- 
tery, Lieut. Webster, its commander, opened upon them 
with terrible effect. The fort and the ten gun battery, 
also poured in their fire, and for two hours a furious can- 
nonade was kept up, while the heayens were lighted up 
with the fiery courses of the bombs firom the fleet and 
barges. The haroc was dreadfiil. One of the barges was 
sunk, and the cries of the wounded and drowning, could 
be plainly heard upon the shore. The rest, in the utmost 
confusion, and having suffered a heavy loss, reti-eated pre- 
cipitately to the fleet. ' 

During that fearfiil night, Francis S. Key, a distinguished 
son of Maryland, was a prisoner in the British fleet. 
Having gone on board under the protection of a flag of 
truce, to efieet the release of some captive firiends, he was 
himself detained during the expedition. Of vivid -and 
poetic temperament, he felt deeply the danger^ which their 
preparations foreboded, and the long and terrible hours 
which passed in sight of Uiat conflict whose issue he could 
not know, (t was under these circumstances that he com- 
posed ''The Stae Spangled Banner," descriptive of 
the scenes of that doubtful night, and of his own excited 
feelings. As the struggle ceases, upon the coming morn, 
uncertain of its result, his eye sieeks for the flag of his 
country, and he asks in doubt : — 

« Oh ! Mj can you see by the dawn*i early lights 

What so proadly we hailed at the twilight's last gieamiog. 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the peritouf fight 
0*erthe rampart we watched, were so gallantly streaming f 
The rockets red g^lare — bombs bursting in air- 
Gave proof thro' the night, that our flag was still there. 
Ob, say does that star spangled banner still wave 
O'er the land of the iiee» and the home of the brave ?** 
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And then, as through "the mists of the deep," dimly 
loomed that gorgeous banner fluttering in the first rays of 
the morning sun, he exclaims triumphantly — 

V Tis the Star Spangled Banner ! ob long may it wave 
O'er the land of the free, and the home of the braye.'* 

This outburst of the patriot and poet's heart, thrilled 
through the souls of his brethren ; they took it up : — it 
swelled from millions of voices: and the "Star Spangled 
Banner,'' written b^ a son of Maryland, within sight of 
the battle fields ^on by the citizen soldiers of Maryland-— 
with the sound of their yictorious cannon still ringing in 
his ears— 4>ecame. the proud national anthem of the whole 
Union. 

Thus baffled by land and water, Admiral Cockbum and 
Col. Brooke determined to abandon the expedition; the 
troops were embarl^ed on the 15th, and, on the 16th, the 
hostile fleet dropped down the Chesapeake, leaving, the 
liberated city filled with joy at her triumphant preservation, 
mingled with sorrow for the gallant sons who had died to 
defend her. 

The chivalric Cockbum continued his exploits on the 
bay shore, burning and destroying the propertjupf the de- 
fenceless citizen&foi^ some time longer, and threatening the 
towns on. the coast; but he at length withdrew. The gallant 
defence of Baltimore saved the other Atlantic cities from 
attack,— its successful termination raised the spirits of the 
people, and renewed their confidence in themselvesi 
proving that, when led by brave and skilful officers, they 
need not dread to encounter any equal force of their 
veteran enemy. 
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FROM THE P£AC£ OF 1810, TO THE TEAR 1848. 

JCjARLY in the ensuing yenr, the war was closed by an 
honorable peace, signed at 'Ghent on the*24th of December, 
1814, and ratified by the United States, on 17th of February, 
1815; and Maryland once more turned all its energies to 
the great work of fostering its own growth, and increasing 
its strength and resources. It is not surprising, when the 
situation Of Baltimore, her commercial advantages and the 
entenprise of her citizens, are considered, that the most 
rapSd and considerable increase in the population and wealth 
of the State, took place within her limits: and, at no period 
did she stride forward so rapidly as during those great Euro- 
pean wars, when commerce was thrown principally in the 
hands of Americans. Thus, in 1790, her population was only 
thirteen thousand^n ten years it had doubled itself) and 
in ten years more almost quadrupled itself. Never perhaps 
was there €b unexampled a growth, continued for so long a 
term. If from that latter period, 18 K), her prosperity, was 
checked for a time by the political difliculties of the nation 
and the war which ensued ; upon the return of peace, she 
again rose up with renewed life like the great heart of 
Maryland, throbbing and swelling with the vigorous tide of 
prosperity, which she was sending forth and receiving back 
by a thousand arteries. The pulsations of her daily life 
were felt to the remotest quarters of the State : when wealth 
poured into her lap, its golden streams penetrated into 
eyery portion of the interior, and when difficulty or distress 
came upon her, the vibrations of the shock reached even to 

the westernmost limits of Maryland. She became and 
846 
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continaed the index of State prosperity, and its centre; and 
as well might the counties hope to flourish, when she is 
hemmed in and pressed down, as' the members of the body 
liye when the heart has ceased to beat. . Fully awake to this 
truth, the people of the State joined with the city, in her 
efforts to open every aventiie'to the interior, and to make 
Baltimore the great outlet and seaport of the mighty west ; 
a result destined to be accomplished in time to come in 
spite of every difficulty and against every opposition. 

But the rapid growth of Baltimore and the in- Bcfemi. 
creasing strength and population of the western counties, 
whose inhabitants had frequently diaolared their opposition 
to certain features of the constitution, at length brought the 
question of its reform into greater prominence, and made it 
the engrossing topic of discussion and the great object of 
political movement. By the system of that day, the senate, 
the governor and council, and the majority of the legishitttre 
Itself, could be elected by a minority of the people- As 
the legislature was composed of four members from each 
county^ and two from the cities of Baltimore and Annapolis, 
the smaller ai^ less populous counties had as much influ* 
ence in that body, as the larger ; so that ten counties, with 
perhaps little over one-third of the population of the State, 
could cast a majority of votes. The same held good in 
regard to the senate, which was chosen by a body of elec- 
tors of two from each county: and' as the governor and 
council were selected by the two houses by joint ballot, the 
influence of the ten smaller counties if brought to bear 
could overpower that of the larger. It was thus a confed- 
eration of counties, each with the same voice, in the 
assembly, without regard to population of wealth* Thia 
disparity had existed from the very^uloption of the constitu- 
tion, but had increased with the rapid growth of Baltimore 
and the west, and the diminution of the smaller counties. 
The mode of electing the senate was particularly objected to 
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by tkofe wlio deaiied a cbaoye. As early aa ISffl, a atrong 
•ffort waa made to effect an aheration in the system, by 
making that body consist of one member from each county 
to be elected by the people ; and in the bill which passed 
the house for that purpose, an atten^pt was made to engraft 
a pronsion, regulating the number of delegates for. each 
county in proportion to its population. The measure, how* 
ever was opposed by the senate, and the house ordered the 
rejected bill to be published in the votes and proceedings for 
the information of the people.* A similar bill met with a 
like fate, in the ensuing year, and the struggle ^^ms to 
have been absorbed by the more exciting questions, which 
occupied the public mind, prior to the breaking out of hos* 
tilities with England* 

No sooner was peace declared, however, than the old 
disputes began to awaken. Complaints arose from ail qualr* . 
ters against the inequality of the system, under which the 
State was governed. The dissatisfaction extended to other 
features besides the orgi^nization of the house and senate. 
The mode of electing the governor, the tenure of many 
offices, particulariy those of the county clerks and registers 
of wills,— -profitable offices held during good behaviour, in 
effect for life— became the subject of violent opposition 
For years, however, every effort failed: both of the political 
parties in the reform counties, had in vain united together 
to secure their object; the discordant elements of the ill 
assorted alliance soon broke asunder. At length, hopelesi 
of obtaining any practical result, when thus disunited, it 
was proposed that a convention of reformers without dis* 
tinction of party should be held in Baltimore, to agree upon 
audi measures as would ensure success: and, on the 6th 
of June, 1836, delegates, torn Cecil, Harford, Baltimore, 
Frederick, Montgomery and Wa9hingtoB counties, and 
Bailimoie city, assembled, and adopted resolutions advising 
• TotM aad Proceediiigi, IMT-O. 
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the people to elect delegates al the ensuing election, pledged 
to introduce into the legislature a bill to take the sense of 
the people, upon the amendment of the constitution ; .and 
providing for the calling of- a convention, for that purpose, 
in case a majoritjr of the popular vote demanded it^ They 
further proposed that the time for electing die delegates to 
this convention should be fixed by the bill, on the first Mon- 
day in June, 1837, and that they should assemble on the 4th 
of July, and prepare .a constitution to be submitted' to the 
people^ for their approbation at tHie October election fol- 
lowing : and .they empowered their president to re-assemble 
their body, if the legislature (ailed to act upon the subject 
within forty days, *'*. to take such ulterior measures, a^ might 
be then deemed expedient, just, proper, and, best oalcu* . 
lated-, without theaidoftke legislatttre, to ens.ure the accom- 
plishment of the desired results."* The preceding assembly 
.had passed laws whieh tended to enlarge the. representa- 
tion of the more populous districts, and which only needed 
the confirmation of the succeeding legislature, to become 
effectual. Two additional delegates were by these mea- 
sures given io Baltimore city ; and the new county of Carroll 
was erected out of portions of Frederick and Baltimore, thus 
securing four more representatives to the people forn^erly 
embraced in thpse two counties. .But this item of inci- 
dental reform, only made the reformers more urgent in their 
demands ; and the people seemed disposed to sustain fully 
the recommendations of the convention. 

But these movements suddenly took a most unexpected 
turn. The presidential election was approaching ; the spirit 
of party was at its height, and it was scarcely possible that 
united action in fiivor of reform could long be looked for. 
The term of the old senate of Maryland was about to expire ; 
and the time had arrived to elect a college of senatorial 
electors, to form a new one. The spirit of party entered 
• Bdef OntUae, kc. of th« NiostMii Van Bonn Elsctors. 
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▼ioleody into the conlett, and upon itii close it wi^.«acer 
tained that, although a majority of reformera had been 
elected, thus wcuring a reform senate, twenty-one whig 
and nineteen Wan Buren senatorial electors had been 
chosen.* On the third Monday of September, according to 
tife requirements of the constitution, the electors, gathered 
at Annapolis. Only twenty-one, however, qualified by 
taking their official oath, and as the constitution required 
the presence of at least twenty«four members to complete 
the organization of the college, iiothing could be done. 
The nineteen 'Van Buren electors having met together in 
caucus, determined, in accordance witlr instructions from 
several primary meetings to secure a majority of the senate 
/'of a similar complexion with, the people electing them 
and entertaining the same opinions and sentiments," that as 
they represented counties, which contained a large ma- 
jority of voters, it was right that they, although a minority 
in the electoral college, should have the nomination of 
eight members, being a majenty of the senate. Accord- 
ingly^ they addressed a note to Mr. Heard of St. Mary's, 
one of the twenty-one electors then - sitting in the senate 
awaiting their presence to proceed to business, requesting 
a pledge from the majority that they would select eight 
gentlemen, whom they should name. They declared that 
otherwise they would refuse to qualify, and no senate could 
be chosen; the consequence of which,' they contended, 
would be a disorganization of the government, so far as to 
render it necessary for a convention at once to assemble to 
remodel the constitution. Mr. Heard promptly declined to 
reoeiye the letter, or to present it to his associates ; and 
the. whole body having refused to hold any communication 
with the nineteen, until they ahould have qualified according 
to the requirements of the constitution, those genUemen 
promulgated an address to the public, announcing their 
• Biwf OatliiM, €cc. of Um NiDStssn Vaa Bunn Elsetofs. 
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detehDhntti^ii not to take part in the eleotioa of a aentte ; 
setting forth the reasons for their course ; and calling on the 
people of Maryland, at once to elect six delegates, from • 
each city and^coanty, to meet at Annapolis, in convention, 
and form a new constitution to supplant the existing one 
which must soon expire from then act. A counter address 
was immediately issued by the twenty-one. 

This sudden and violent movement filled the State with 
exchement and alarm. It wa^ pronounced by men of 
both parties, as the commencement of a revoltttion<^«-blood« 
less as yet, but which, if persisted in, must eventually lead 
to anarchy and civil commotion. It was every where felt 
that a crisis was at hand. State credit tfHd public business, 
reeled under the shock : the minds of the timid were filled 
with forebodings, while those of firmer mood, on either 
side of the* exciting question, braced themselves for the 
struggle. . 

Public meetings were convened in many places. At 
Baltimore more than five thousaind citizens, assembled in 
town meeting, and gave expression, in indignant language, 
to tiieir disapprobation of the course pursued by the nine- 
teen recusant electors, as disorganizing and revolutionary, 
while they avowed their attachment to peacefiil and consti- 
tutional reform. Haviikg nominated candidates fi>r the 
house of delegates, they called on all good and true citizens 
to come forward^ at the ensuing election, and by their votes 
prove their love of law and order. Similar proceedings 
were taken in Frederick, Washington, and Alleghany 
counties; and men of both parties pledged themselves to 
sustain the supremacy of the law. The grand jury of 
Alleghany county presented the nineteen recusant electors, 
« as unfaithful public agents and disturbers of the public 
peace." 

In the meanwhile, the supporters of the recusant electors, 
took measures to carry out the scheme proposed for assem* 
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bltng' a coRfention : meetings were called in several (ilaces 
to nominate candidates; and a circular was addressed, to 
tile people of the counties, by a central committee in Bal- 
timore, urging the execution of the project. In fact, many 
delegates were elected by votes printed on blue tickets, cast 
at separate polls, opened for the purpose on the day of the 
I November election : a proceeding in which the opponents 
of the movement took no part. 

The twenty-one electors continued at Annapolis, adjourn- 
ing from day to day, patiently awaiting until a sufficient 
number should qualify, to enable them to proceed to busi- 
ness. They were at length joined- by one of the nineteen, 
who qualified and took his seat. On the 7th of November, 
the presidential election took place : on the 8th, Gov. Veazy 
issued his proclamation, denouncing the proceedings of the 
remaining eighteen and their supporters; calling on the 
people, civil and military, to hold themselves in readiness 
to support the law ; convening the old senate and house of 
delegates to meet on the 2l8t of November; «nd solemnly 
proclaiming ** that the constitution of the State must be 
preserved and the government maintained, as they then 
were, until altered, changed or abolished in the manner eon- 
stitutionally provided for." This proclamation was cordially 
responded to in every part of the State. The people of 
Prince George's, organized and equipped a company of 
dragoons, under Major John Contee, and offered their ser- 
vices to the governor to sustain the power of the law. But 
their aid was never required. 

On the 12t}i, another of the original nineteen entered the 
college, and was followed in a few days by five more — a 
senate was elected and the storm had passed. 

The senate which was elected, was a reform senate ; — 
the lower house had been in favor of reform for several 
years, and bo difficulty was now thrown in the way of the 
desired amendments. As a new senate had thus been 
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ehofien the <>ld one did not meet At Annapolis. The depu- 
ties to the reform convention, ho weyer/ still asserting the 
power to remodel the constitution, in. the mode proposed 
hy them, instead of proceeding to Annapolis, as originally * 
intended^ convened at Baltimore on the 16th of November, 
and passed a series of resolutions, declaring it inexpedient 
for them to proceed to the performance of their duties' at 
that time, as .a general assembly was about io meet, an^ it 
was proper to ascertain what course would be pursued by 
thai body ;. and, after expressing ^heir belief that at no dis- 
tant day a eonvention more, full than.th^ir own, but simi- 
larly organized, would be necessary, they set forth the re- 
forms which they desired, and adjourned to meet at Anna- 
polis' on theJirst Monday of January, 1837, unless otherwise 
notified by their president. They never m^t again.- Their 
propositions were — ^' the election of the , governor by the 
people^ apd the abolition of the council. The election of 
one senator from each county and the city of Baltimore di- 
rectly by the people.^ The re-apportionment of the house 
of delegates, sO as to. do Justice to the populous districts, 
and at the same time give to the small counties and the city 
of Annapolis ample power to protect their interest. The 
abolition of all offices for life, the appointment of judges for 
a limited time, by the joint action of the governor and senate. 
Th6 election of the clerks and registers by the people: Limi- 
tation and restraint on the power of th^ legislature, in the 
future grant of charters, and the whole constitution to be so 
arranged and digested as to be free from uncertainty and 
obscurity."* 

When the legislature assembled they immedi- |i,n,rtiofiiie 
ately entered upon the work of reform. The re- Covemor and 
I , suit of their deliberations was the adoption of 
i most of the amendments contemplated by the reform move- 
ment. The governor was made eligible by the people : his 
i * Brief Outline, hict of the Nineteen Van Boien Electors. 
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tenn of office wm fixed at three yean, and the State wae 
ditided into three gubematoriai disthcu, from each of which 
in turn he waa required to be takes. The Eaatem Shore 
conntiea oompoaed the first diatrict. Frederick, CanoU, 
Harford, Baltimore, Waahington, and Alleghany eoontiea 
the Becond diatrict, and the remaining counties with the 
city of Baltimore the third district. The council was abol* 
iahed and a aeeretiiry of State provided to supply the plAce . 
of the clerk of the council. The* Senate was entirely re« 
oiganized, on the plan proposed in 1807: one member 
was assigned to each county and to the city of Baltimore, 
to be elected immediately by the people. The first elec- 
tion was to be held at the October elections of 1888, 
and in order diat there might be a periodical-change in that 
body, the senators first elected were to ,be -divided into 
claases, by lot, who were to serve two, four, or six years. 
Upon the expiration of the different classes, their places 
were to be supplied by new elections, in their respective 
counties ; and the term of their successors was fixed at six 
years. So that, always thereafter, at each period of two 
years, one-third of the whole body would be elected by 
the people, thus securing permanency in policy and a 
frequent accountability to their constitu^nta. ' The qualifi- 
cation of a senator, was the same ss that of a. delegate, 
except that he should have arrived at the age of twenty-live 
years, and been a resident for three years of the county, or 
city, for which he was elected. 
BouM of' '^^ constitution of the house of delegates, was 
i>rt«s«»f- materially altered. Five members were assigned 
to Baltimore city, Frederick and Baltimore counties, each ; 
four for Anne Arundeli Dorchester, Somerset, Worcester, 
Prince George's, Harford, Montgomery, Carroll, and Wash- 
ington, each ; three for each of the remaining counties, and 
one for Annapolis city. This arrangement was only to 
endure until after the official promulgation of the next 
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eensHfl 6f 1840; when, and also at Jisferj second cenaus 
thereafter, the namfoer of delegates was to be apportioned 
on the following basis : every county with a. population 
less than fifteen thousand) in federal numbers, should elect 
three delegates ; every county with a population of fifteen 
thousand, and less than twenty-five thousand, four Rele- 
gates; every county, with a population of twenty-five 
thousand, and less than thirty-£ve thousand, five delegates ; 
every county, having a pop'ulation over thirty-five thousand 
souls, six delegates ^ and Baltimore city, as many delegates 
as the most populous county. After the year 1840, the 
city of Annapolis was no loiiger to have a- separate repre- 
sentation, in the house, but' to be considered as part of. 
Anne Arundel. 

The term of -service of the county clerks and qi^,^ ^^^ 
registers of wills, was reduced' to seven years, ■«t*»««^ 
and their appointment conferred upon the governor, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. These altera^ 
tions were all confirmed at the ensuing session of the 
legislature and became portions of the constitution. 

The movement of the nineteen recusant electors, although 
repugnant to the constitution and the first step to a revo- 
lution, found numerous supporters, but a large majority of 
the people of the State arrayed themseWes in opposition td 
it, around the standard of the government. IC brought to 
a crbis the struggle, which had sprung into existence 
almost at the very birth of tl^ constitution, and precipi- 
tated the adjustment of disputes which had lingered for 
more than half a century. The unparalleled boldness of 
the measure they adopted, which, under cover of a pn^ 
vision of the constitution, set the constitution itself at defi- 
ance, and struck at the existence of the government, of 
itself rendered necessary some precautionary change, in 
order* that, at no ftiture day, a body of men like them- 
sehres should be able again to arrest its machinery. It proved 
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the danger of vesting too great powers in tbe hands of a 
few. Their motives were assailed by some of their oppo- 
nents as cormpt, and their measures, as intended -to secure 
the ascendency of their party in the State, whilst their sup- 
porters proclaimed them pure in their designs, and anxious 
only for the regeneration of the constitution. 

The weight of taxation .which was brought on by the 
efforts to pay tlie intereM on the public debt, at a subse- 
quent period, again awoke a desire for some economical 
reform, to retrench the expenses of the government, and 
with this view the legislatures of 1845 and 1846, passed 
and confirmed a bill to make the sessions of the general 
assembly biennial instead of annual. ■ They further reduced 
the salary of the governor from Ibrty-two. hundred to twp 
thousand dollars. 

Slavery and ^° ^^ contest for a reform of the constitution, 
ma Biacka. j^^ jggg^ another question of an exciting character 
had mingled. It was feared by many that a convention, if 
assembled, might touch the relation of master and slave, 
and those interested in the matter, took care to have an 
additional guard thrown around their rights. To render 
useless any future agitation of abolition projects in Mary* 
land, a provision was engrafled upon the constitution, de- 
claring " that the relation of master and slave in this State 
shaH not be abolished unless a bill for that purpose shall 
be passed by an unanimous vote of both branches of the 
general assembly, be published three months before a new 
election, and be unanimously confirmed by the succeeding 
legislature.'* Even then it was required that fiill compen- 
satioh should be made to the master for the property of 
which he would be thereby deprived,— a provision produced 
by the interference of the fanatical abolitionists of the north, 
whose destructive sympathies have been ipost fatally be- 
stowed upon the slave, invariably compelling the master, in 
the protection of his rights, to tighten Oie chain of bondage. [ 

— i 
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. Even at the close of the revolution, the feelings of 
ma&yof those, who had just emerged from the contest for 
liberty, were awakened in behalf of the negro 9laves. 
Efforts were made by some to secure the gradual abolition 
of slavery, by others to raise the character of the free blacks* 
Memorials were even presented to the legislature on the 
subject of abolition'T-bnt the society framed for that purpose 
was .compelled to desist from its proceedings, and was dis- 
solved.* But whilst every one considered the abolition of 
slavery as impossible, or at least impolitic, its existence was 
looked upon by many as an evil to be gradually removed. 
The legislature in 1805^ and subsequently, expressed their 
decided hostility to the continuation of the African slave 
trade, and instructed their delegates, in congress, to pro- 
pose or vote for an amendment to the constitution of the 
United States, for its immediate suppression, and a prohi- 
bition of the importation of slaves from the West Indies or 
any othej foreign country. 

By the existing clauses of the constitution of the United 
States, congi^pss would in 1808, have had the power of com- 
plete legislation tipon this subject. The proposition for an 
immediate change originated with Massachusetts and North 
Carolina : it was favorably received by Maryland, and was 
adopted by the house of delegates by a vote of forty-two to 
four, and in the senate without opposition.! 

This favorable tendency of public opinion continued un- 
diminished for many yeata, and its effect was perceived in 
the gradual decrease of the number of slaves and the in- 
crease of free blacks, by private and voluntary emancipa- 
tion. In 1190 the number of slaves in Maryland was 
103^36: they had increased in 1810 to 111,502, but con- 
tinued, under the effect of the tendency already spoken of, 
lo diminish year by year, until in 1840 they were, reduced 

* Griffith's ADiialt$ Votes and Proceedings, Oesenl A«embly: 
t Votes and ProoeediiigrlSOS, p. 118. 
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to 89,619. The free bfai^s on the coBtnry have ooneider- 
My incieued ; ahowing the extent le which this gradoil 
emancipation has been carried. In 1790, they nambeied 
only 8,043; in 1810» they had increased to 33,469; and ia 
1840, to 61,938— thus threatening. to. eq«al if not oot mun* 
ber the slave population. 

But this Yery result was deprecated lirom the outset ; for 
many inconveniences were foreseen by the legislature from 
the existence in their midst of so large a body of men, 
destitute of political rights, in a degraded condition, and yet 
without proper subjective restraints. It was then deemed 
prudent to throw some restrictions in the way of manb* 
mission. 

The restless and intriguing disposition of the northern 
abolitionists, and their fanatical proceedings, began materi- 
ally to affect the condition of the slave in Maryland ; the 
slave soon lost his heteditary affection f<tf his master; 
the master could no longer place the wonted confidence in 
his slave. Once happy and contented in his condition, 
he was now restless and turbulent.* The conspiracy of 
Nat Turner and his associates, in Virginia, had extended its 
ramifications over a portion of this State ; but a mis- ^ 
understanding about the day fixed for the rising, saved 
Maryland from the bloody scenes which were enacted in 
Virginia. Timely measures .were taken, which prevented 
any attempt at an outbreak ; and many of the conspirators 
were arrested. The firebrand of discord was thus cast into 
tiieir midst; and, for their own protection, the people of 
the State were compelled to bind the chain stillcloser about 
the slave, while they enacted the raost^ stringent laws for 
the government of the free blacM. The spirit of public 
emancipation was thuA completely thrown back by the in* 
terference of fanatics, but .private manumission still con* 
tinued in spite of all restraints. 

* Cirey*s Siavety In Blsiykad. 
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The wiser and more hmnam friends of the Liberia, 
negro, had- early embarked in a tmly noble and beneficent 
design— -4he American Colonization Society. Satisfied that 
the black man, could never mingle as an equal with the 
white '-race, they proposed to- establish colonies on the 
Western coast of Africa^ and to settle, there, those of the 
firee and emancipated blacks who should be willing to 
return to the land of their forefathers. A branch of this 
association was immediately formed ip Maryland, as pecu* 
liarty suited to the views and neceisities of the people. 
The association, however, was entirely subject to the Na* 
tional Society ; and it was soon found to be too much 
under the control, or at least liable to the vexatious inters 
ference, of the northern abolitionists. It was, therefore, 
determined to establish an independent .organization in the 
State, and plant a separate bolony under the name of 
"Maryland," in Liberia^ This design, with a. praiseworthy 
perseverance, was accordingly carried into* effect. As it 
was not only founded upon enjarged philanthropic views, 
but upon sound policy, in the condition of the State, with 
its large free black population, an appeal was made to the 
legislature, for assistance. It was generously afforded. An 
annual appropriation of twenty thousand dollars, to be 
raised by taxation, was bestowed upon the society, and 
never withheld or diminished in the darkest hours of peou* 
niary embarrassment; and three commissioners were ap- 
pointed on behalf of the State to take part in its affairs. In 
spite of the opposition of the abolitionists, its bitterest ene- 
mies, the society continued to flourish; emigrants were 
yearly sent out to Cape Palmas ; and the Maryland colony is 
now one of the most prosperous on the western shore of 
Africa, having a considerable trade, and being visited peri- 
odically by a regular packet fifom Baltimore* 

The wisdom and good policy of fostering this noble 
•ebeme, ia evident fioas a single glance at the statistics of 
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the African race in Mirytaiid, and the neeessarj result of 
the present system of manumisMon. Their increase is 
exceedingly small — scarcely more than sufficient to supply 
the loss by deaths and transportation of slaves to the south. 
Thus iu 1810, they numbered, iree and slate, M4,971 ; in 
1840, 151,657*— 0O that in a period of thirty years their 
aggregate increase was only 6,686 : and while there was an 
actual diminution in the number of slaves in that period of 
21,783, there was a positive increaae of free blacks of 
'28,469. In the same period the increase of the white pop<> 
ulalion was 82,000. The dimipiition of the slaves, and the 
large increment of the free negroes over the actual growth 
of the whole Mack population, testify in part to the rapidity 
of the manumission, which is going on throughout the 
State by the voluntary act of the slaveholders.. As these 
results'coiftinne, the number of free blacks increase-— a race 
little productive to the State, weakening its military strength, 
depreciating its political position by their bare presence, 
aAd in time of war ready to become a source of domestic 
insecurity, through the intrigues of an enemy./ It is there* 
fore not only humanity, 4>ut good and sound policy, which 
has presided over this excellent institution, the Maryland 
State Colonization Society. 
Pobiie While the people of the State were occupied 

*^*'**'* with the struggle for the reform of the t^onsti- 
tution, and with the condition of the black race in the State, 
they were not unmindful of the interests of education. It 
nad been the early pride of Maryland that its metropolis^ 
the ancient city of Annapolis, in colonial days had won the 
title of '* the Athens of America,'' and the people had long 
turned their attention to the fostering of education. But 
the provisions made in those times, became, as the popu- 
lation increased, entirely insufficient, and schools and 
colleges were erected, and assisted by public and private 
munificence. At length in 1812, upon the application of 
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cerUuB banks Ib'r a renewal of their charters, Uie legishiture/ 
deeming, it a fit occasion to raiae a permanent fund for the 
public schoi^s, annexed to the act of extension, a condi- 
tion that these corporations should pa]^ annually to the 
State-treasuret, during the continuance of their charters, the 
^gross siim of twentj thousand <lgliars, apportioned kmong 
them ' according to their ckpital.* . This sum was directed 
lo be equally di?ided among the several counties of the 
State ; anid in 1816, nine **. commissioners of the school 
fiind," w«fe appointed for each county, to 8nperinte.nd the 
aj^plication of the motiey.t 

The system, adopted at that time, was subsequentljf much 
altered by local legislation^ and was (inally superseded.^ by 
the formation of the primary school organization in 1825. 
This org^ization was muth more, enlaiged : a superinten- 
dent of public instruction was directed to be appointed by 
the governor, while the levy courts of the respective coun- 
ties aUniudly selected nine commissioners of public schools, 
together with a number of other j>ersons, not exceeding 
eighteen, to be- inspectors. The. commissioners were em- 
powered to lay off, alter or regulate the school districts ; to 
receive the money apportioned to the county, and divide it 
among the districts ; to hold property as a body corporate 
for the use of the primary schools ; and, with the inspectors, 
to examine and qualify all. applicants for the office of 
teacher. The taxable inhabitants were directed to assemble 
in their respective districts to choose a district clerk, and to 
elect three trustees, who were to buitd and keep in repair 
school-houses, employ duly qualified teachers, and pay (heir 
salaries out of the money placed in- their hands by the com- 
missioners. They were required to report semi-annually to 
the commissioners, who in turn reported fmnually to the 
eounty clerk the condition of the schools. It was made 
the duty of the inspectors to visit the several schools quar- 
• Aeti bf AiMBlUy, ISll t Ibid. 181S; ISSft. 
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terly at leut, imd exAmine into Uie proficiency of the boIio- 
lara and the good order acd regoiarity of the schools. Tbe 
powers exercised' by the levy courts in the counties, wm 
vested in the mayt>r and council of Baltimore, fpr the rego* 
latibn of the primary schools of the city. Fbally, the law 
erecting this extensive system was to be submitted to tbe 
people, and was only to be in force in those counties where 
a majority of votes were cast in its favor at the eniuing 
election. The 'revenues assigned, for the purpose were to 
he divided amongst the* counties and the city of Baltimore, 
in proportion to their white population. 

This general system was sOon adupted in several coon* 
ties ; but the particul^ wants of the different sections of 
the State induced much local legidation upon the subject, 
altering and modifying many features of the original orga* 
nization. When the public debt of the IJnited States was 
finally paid oSi congress determined to distlibutp the 
surplus revenue among the States. Maryland invested 
more than $600,000 of the amount which she received, for 
the benefit of the schools, the interest of which, with the 
Ibrmer funds and new contributions from the banks, raised 
the annual fbnd distributed from the State treasury to 
$65,631 81. This system gradually went into geneml 
operation, and its good results are every where perceived, 
in the improving intelligence of the people. 

Mbius Tm- ^"^ ^^^ which perhaps more than all occupied 
. the attention of the people, was the system of 
internal improvements which had been under- 
taken to secure the prosperity of the ^tate. The immenao 
mineral resource^ of western' Maryland, the rich mines of- 
ironore, and the inexhaustible supply of coal which its moun- 
tains contained, made it a matter of peculiar importance 
to Maryland that thedtoigns of the Potomac Company 
should be completed, irrespective of the growing trade 
of the west. A water eommunieatioif into the heart 
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of the mibend region, affoiding the cheapest raetns of 
tmnportation of such heavy articles, was almost absolntelj 
necessary to develope fully its immense wealth and poor it 
into'the.markets of the Atlantic. But it was found in pro- 
gress'pf time, after repeated efforts, that thie mode of navi- 
gation proposed by the Potomac Compa,ny was. insufficient 
and unworthy of ihe great object in view-^the securing 'the 
trade of the west; and another and nobler work was con- 
templated. It was proposed that the Potomac Con>pany 
should surrender its privileges tpa jiew corporation, to be 
formed for the purpose of making a canal along the river to 
its head, and thence to the waters of the' Ohio. The legis* 
lature- of Maryland approved of the design, ;ind a conven- 
tion was called at the city of Washington, of delegates to 
be chosen by the people of the different counties of Virgi- 
nia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, to' consider the b^st means 
of effecting^'so desirable an object. Delegates from fourteen 
counties in Vij'ginia, one in Pennsylvania, and eight in 
Maryland,' besides a full representation from each of the 
District cities, attended. on the 6th of November, 1823. It 
was resolved that a company should be formed to construct 
a navigable canal, by Cumberland to the coal banks on the 
eastern side of the AlleghanSes, and thence, as soon as 
practicable, to the highest point of navigation on the Ohio, 
or Monongahela : and, as it was contemplated to be finished 
by the joint efforts of the United States' government, Mary- 
land, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and the Subscriptions of pri- 
vate stockholdersj it was proposed to designate it as' " the 
Union Canal," but its present name, the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal, was finaUy adopted. During the sessions of 
the convention, a communication was presented from two 
delegates firom Ohio, proposing a further extension of the 
work by a canal from the Ohio through that State to the 
great lakes on the north ; which portion of the design was 

i finally accomplished by that Sute unaided.* 

I 
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In oonfonnity with the recoininendatioBB of this bodj, an 
«et wu paMed by Vii^^ia on the 27th of January, 1824, 
and Bubsequendy confirmed by Maryland, Penneylfaaia, 
and the United States, to incorporate the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal Company.* Maryland; wisely looking 
to the interest of its commercial metropolis, claimed and 
obtained the right of constructing, through any portion of 
the Distuct of Columbia, a lateral <}anal, to terminate at 
the city of Baltimore. It forther insisted upon the power, 
and maintained the expediency of the generalgoTemment's 
fostering this great national work alid aiding in its comple- 
tion. It authorized the State treasurer in its name to bu1>- 
scribe five thqusand shares of stock at one hundred dollars 
'per share, on certain conditions. 

The necessary legislation baring thus been effected, a 
second oonyention* assembled at Washington,, com posed of 
numerous delegates from Ohio, Pennsyhaniar Maryland and 
Virginia, and approred ofthe charter thus tendered to them : 
the books were opened by the commissioners appointed (pr 
that purpose; and, the requisite amount of stock having 
been taken, the stockholders, in June, 1828,. organized and 
formally accepted the charter. The United States sub- 
scribed for ten thoi^sand shares of stock, and congress au- 
thorized the District cities to become stockholders. They 
accordingly took an aggregate of iSAeen thousand shares. 
The amount of the subscription of Virginia was only seven 
hundred and seventy-seven shares. Th€fse subscriptions, 
together with the stpck taken by individuals, brought the 
sum total to thirty-six thousand and eighty-nine shares, 
being a capital of $3,608,900. It had been sanguin^Iy 
estimated that the whole work could be completed to Cum- 
berland on the scale at first contemplated*-£orty feet wide 
at top, twenty-eight feet at bottom, and fbur feet deep, for 
$4,400,000. The dimensions however were afterwards in- 
* Canal resdMs SDd proesedin^ acts, &e. 
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ereaoed, iit.the suggestion of the United States' government, 
to six feet in depth, «nd in Width, rapging from sixty to 
fifty (bet. The route niras immediately - selected and the 
work commenced. 

Whire these me&sures . were in progress, the BftMinom'ic. 
people of Baltimofe began to entertain fears that <»?*o^«o«- 
the work would interfere with. their prosperity, and build up 
the District cities, at their expense. They doubted the fea- 
sibility of constructing the lateral canal : and a rail road to 
the waters of the Ohio, was determined upon. In Pebruary, 
1827> a public meeting was called io the city, and a memorial 
preferred, at once;, to the legislature. It was asserted, that 
the route of the rail road was the only practicable one, that 
it was shorter by one hundred and forty miles than that by 
the canal, and that it could be opened at an expense less 
by seven millions of doilars^. In ten days afler the applica* 
tion, a charter wa^ granted by the legislature; 

It was soon found that the best site for the passage of 
the road through the range of the Catoctin, was by the 
banks of the Potomac, already surveyed Tor the. location of 
the canal, and scarcely of i^uifiicient width for the construc- 
tion of both works, between* the mountains and the river 
on the -Maryland side; and the Rail Road Company in ad- 
vance procured the condemnation of the lands in that 
vicinity, by the means designated in their charter, to secure 
this important point. The surveys and other proceedings 
w«fe taken with such rapidity, that they were completed 
before the ' Canal Company could procure and serve upon 
their agents a writ of injunction; A le^gal ^ntest ensued, 
which resulted in the success of the Canal Company : but 
a compromise was afterwards effected, by which the Rail 
Road Company were allowed to pass alojig on a line parallel 
with the canal to Harper's Ferry, at which point it crossed 
the river to the Virginia side. Several years elapsed before 
the settlement of this vexatious dispute, which considerably 
31» 
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ratarded the progreM of the two works* To bestow an 
equd enoourtgemen't ok the nil rosd,.the State subscribed 
for fife thousand shares of its stock, and authorized, the city 
of Baltimore to subscribe for thirty thousand shares. 

The spirit of inyproTement had now seixed upon the peo- | • 
pie, and in e?ery quarter new designs were ibraied. A 
riil road was projected from Baltimore to York, and a com« 
pany incorporated fbr its c^onstruction* undei: the name of | , 
the " Baltimore and Susquehanna Bail Road." A branch of { ; 
the Baltimore and Ohio road wab turned towards Washings 
ton, a work which has proved very profitable to the State. 
With it was connected aviateral road to Annap'olis. Large 
schemes for draining, improTJng, and canalipg on the 
Eastern Shore were entertained ; and on the Western, the 
rendering the Monocacy -navigable, a lateral canal to Baltic 
more, and another to Annapolis, were dreamed of as things 
soon to be accomplished% Several of these schemes w^re 
never undertaken : — but to those thtft were eotnmencfed) thfe 
State subscribed largely, and the consequence was %doik 
Mn in a heavy public debt. 
PiMie Mbi. The canal was already completed some dis- 
tance beyond Harpy's Ferry, when its resources ikiled : the 
national government determined to withdraw its assistance, 
and Virginia" declined affording further aid. The only 
alternative now presented to the people of Maryland, was 
to abandon the work before it had reached such a point, as 
to become the means of developing the mineral resources 
of the western portion of the Sute^ or to take upon them* 
selves the whole burden of its construction. They deter* 
mined to complete it to that point at all hazards. Another 
canal convention was called to meet at Baltlmote, in 
December, 1884; it was attended by numerous delegates 
firom the several States interested. They directed estimates 
to be made of the amounts necessary to complete the canal, 
and the Tofk Rail Road, and a memorial to be presented to 
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the ensuing ^pslataie, asking its assisla&ee. The estimates 
were two millions of dollars for the canal, and one million 
for the rail road. The legislature listened t^ their prayers, 
and the treasurer was directed to issue the required amount 
of bonds of the State, bearing an interest of six per oent«; 
not to be sold at less than fifteen per cent, above par, 
which premium was to be invested. in good stocks to form 
a jinking fund for the payment of the bends when due. 
The tolls of the works were pledged for the payment of the 
iiftere^t on the loan. 

Biit it was soon discovered that the estimates were 
erroneous, and that a further loan would be necessary. 
Anxious io comj^lete the Tail road to the Ohio, and to obtain 
assistance for the contemplated Cross«Cut Canaj, the people 
of Bahimore joined with those of the west, and^another ap- 
plication was made to the legislature in 1835. The famous 
eight million bill was the result. It provided for a subscripi- 
tion of three millions to the Chesapeake and' Ohio Canal; 
three millions to the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road, half a 
million to the Maryland Cross-Cut Canal to Baltimoie ; 
half a million to the Annapolis and Potomac Canal ; and 
one million to the Eastern Shore Rail Road. Sven in 
those days of magnificent schemes <and extravagant loans, 
this frightful issue .of State bonds startled the legislature ; 
and it adjourned, to meet again in extra session in May) 
1836-^for the purpose* of enabling the delegates to take the 
sense of the people upon the measure. . 

When the legislature re-assembled, the bill was taken up, 
and,, after a violent opposition, was passed and became a 
law. Thd bill required that the bonds shotdd* be dis- 
posed of at an advance of twenty per oent.| and that the 
premium thus realized should be invested in aid of the 
sinking ftind. It was found impossible to sell them St this 
rate abroad, and six milKons of doHam were tninslenred 
le the Bail Road .and Caaal Companies, by avrangement 
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witk tlie eommiMioneni of the State. The three mil- ! 
lions which fell into the hands of the Canal Company, 
were afterwards exchanged bj the 9ute for five per cent, 
steriing bondSj to the amount of $3,300,000, and wene ^ 
disposed of at % jerj great sacrifice. Anxibas to profide I 
ample funds, the State in 1888, made a farther subscription I 
to the Canal Company of one million three- hundred and 1 1 
seTenty->five thousand dollars in bonds at five per cent. The I 
proceeds of the sale of these bonds were soon exhsusted', 
and a Airther loan was called for bj the president of the 
company, but refused by the legislatmre. It was Siterwards | 
ofiered upon certain conditions which were not complied 
with, and the subscription was never made. 

The amount of the State's interest in the canal -in 1839, 
had swollen up to the sum of $7,107,000. 

In this liberal distribution of favors, other companies were 
not forgotten. One million of doUarsin State bonds were 
loaned to the Tide Water Cansl Company, for the interest 
of which their tolls were pledged, and seven hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars to the Baltimore and Susquehanna 
Sail Road; to enable this company to assist in the com- 
pletion of the Yorii and Wrigbtsville Road. The amount 
of the State's bonds thus issued had reached the enormous 
sudii,pf $16,050|000; Aree million two hundred thousand 
dollars of which remainedin th& possession of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Rail Road Company undisposed of. 

As long as the companies to whom these loans had been 
made, were able either, fi«m the profits' of their works or 
the proceeds of the bonds which they sold fi^m time to 
time, to pay the inteiest falling due upon those already 
issued, the people of the State slumbered securely under 
this frightful load of debt. But at length the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal Company, having expended its resources, 
and being involved in almost. irretrievable ruin by an issue 
of over half a million of worthless scrip paper—promises to I 
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pay withoat any substantial- bftii»— b^aipe no long^r^ble 
to meet the .calls for interest ; other companies were in a 
like condition : and the sti^rtling announcement, was teade 
that there would be a deficit in the State treasurji by the 
Ist of December, 1840( of fi^ hundred and fifty«»six thou- 
sand three hyndred and eighty-seven dollars and thirty- 
eight cents. 

How was this deficit,. almost double the annual revenue 
of the State, lo be made good? By direct taxation! 
Politicians for a moment shrunk from the measure. To 
postpone it for a while, it was proposed^o apply to the pay- 
ment of the interest that, portion of the surplus revenue, 
distributed by the United Slates, which had been received 
and set apart by Maryland for the school fund, and its bank 
stock, the remnants of the proceeds of the Bank of England 
slock re-iuTested in this State.' This temporary expedient 
could at best havJB met only two years interest. The design 
was abandoned and it was at length resolved to have re* 
course to direct taxation. 

The. regular session of the legislature of December, 1840, 
passed without any provision for the payment of the inte- 
rest, and it became necessary to call an extra session for 
that purpose. It convened on the 24th of March, 1841:, 
and on the 1st of April an • act was passed establishing 
•a system for the Taluation and assessment of properly 
throughout the State, and the collection of a ux of tweyity 
cents on every hundre4 dollars, which waa aAerw^trds in- 
creased to tweniy five^nts. It was a painful experiment, 
yet it was necessary to preserve the honor of the State. 
In many places, it was received with reluctance, and slowly 
enforced. To make provision- for the payment of the in- 
terest, accruing before any receipts cottld be expected 
from the new ttoatioD» the treasurer was directed to bor- 
row, upon an issue of bonds, of the State, five hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Zx 



Digitized by 



Google 



870 BIITOET 09 MAETLAHD. 

■ipiiiiMM The impoiitioii ot Bew Uxm m always ui 
Qiipopvhr BMnm : . and thera were not wanting men wImi 
wiero deaircms of racofting to any expedient, to eacape tho 
stern necessity. The piostfation of the Canal Conpany, 
and the fteqaent failuies to eomplete the work after re- 
peated assistance by the State, had excited despair in the 
minds of the public. Propositions were made to dispose 
of the Sute's interest in this and the other public improve- 
ments U> the highest bidders, and to receive in payment, at 
their par value, State bonds which were then depreciated 
fifty per cent.; or to transfer it te the holders of the bonds 
by compulsory sale iil liquidation of the debt : and some 
lew persons more desperate still, openly and avowedly 
promulgated the doctrine of the unqualified repudiation of 
the whole debt. The consequences were soon perceived^ 
in the corruption of public feeling* Several counties re* 
ftjsed to pay their Uxee ; collectors failed to act ; and, in 
some places, the people even banded together to resist the 
execution of the law. The condition of affairs was deplore 
abl^. The inefficiency of the laws was increased by the 
unsoundness- of public opinion in various sections,^ and the 
acts which were passed to enforce the collection of the 
revenue, almost fell powerlesa to the gi^und. The arrears 
of interest rapidly accumulated. 

This condition could not long continue^ The people of 
the greater portion of the State, had never iailed to pay 
their taxes promptly ; and, reeeit&ng tone from the exertions 
of many honorable and high minded men of both parties, 
public opinion at length became sounder and more healthy, 
and the small minority of repudiators was silenced. The 
legislature, elected by the people in the fall of 1844, assem- 
bled at Annapolis in December, with a fixed determination 
to restore the credit of the State and to pass all laws that 
might be necessary for that purpose. They were sopported 
and eneouraged in their patriotic views by the newly 
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elected goveraor, Thomas G. .PrftU,'who^ in his inaugural 
address, recommended the passage of more stringent mea* 
sures, and the adaption of new means of reTenne.^ A 
certain degree of confidenpe was restored* Three years of 
taxation, discussion, opposition and gradual eubraission Co 
its nece'ssitj; during the administration of Gov. Thomasr, his 
predecessor, had prepared the way, and when the new goT- 
ernor entered upon his executive term, he found himself 
sustained by a general determination on the part of the 
people to support his measures for the restoration . of 
State faith. 

Public attention was once more directed towards the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, the renewed, energy: 
of whose movements began to revive the hopes long enter* 
tained of a, fbture revenue and final release from taxation by 
its completion.' It was finished and navijgable firom George* 
town to Dam No. 6, fifty' miles from Cumberland ; and 
nearly all the intervening spacer 'vrith tiie exception of 
eighteen miles partially excavated. It required about a 
million and a half of dollars to ensure* its completion. The 
rail road had been at the same time constmcted as fiir as 
Cumberland, when jtaavailoble resources like those of- the 
canal were exhausted. Mr. McLane,.its president, made 
every effbrt to sustain the work. From the ikct of its 
having reached Cumberland and been brought in connec- 
tion with the western trade and travel, it yieided such re- 
turns as prevented' it from becoming so much involved as 
the Canal Company* Both companies noif recommenced 
their efforts to reach the termini of their routes,— the rail 
road to the Ohio, the canal to OumbeHand. 

In 1843^, James M. Co&le' had been elected president 
of the Canal Company, and by his well digested and ac- 
tive measures, gave a new impulse to the work. By an 
arrangement with the Rail Road Company, he secured tor a 
time the transportation of the coal trade from Cumberiand 
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to Dam No. 6. In coDsequence of the measaies adopted, 
a marked increaae of die tolls was perceired, and by the 
strictness and economy, introduced into the affairs of the 
company, it was for the first time enabled to meet irom its 
revenue its annual expenses, a^d to some extent, pay oflT 
the accumulations of preceding years. The completion of 
this work, and the restoration of the public credit, seemed 
intimately connected together, and the success of the one 
necessary Ibr that of the other. Therelbre, whUe the legis- 
lature, in compliance with the recommendation of Got. 
Pratt, had adopted prompt and efficient measures to raise 
full means to meet the annual interest of the State, without 
increasing the amount of the direct tax, it yidded to the 
earnest and able representations of Mr. Coale: and« on 
the 10th of March, 1845, passed an act, waiving the State 
liens, in favor of seventeen hundred thousand dollars worth 
of bonds, to be issued by the .company at par, provided a 
guaranty should be given to the company, that, for £ve years 
after the completion of the work, not less than one hundred 
and ninety-five thousand tons, would be transported annu- 
ally upon iU The whole energy of- the company was now 
bent upon this object, backed by the exertions of the 
western counties and the District cities ; and, at length the 
required guaranty was given, and approved by the Staters 
agents and the governor — a contract made for the comple- 
tion of the work to Cumberland; and aAer a series of 
difficult negociations; the money raised and the work once 
more set in motion in Navemb^, 1847* While about the 
same time the Rail Road Company commenced its surveys 
to the Ohio in the hope of soon following its example. 

In the mean while, the condition of the finances had 
rapidly improved ; Jthe measures adopted by the legislature, 
although objected to for a time, by their ample success 
overpowered opposition ; the accumulated arrears of taxes 
were paid in,--every county in the State hastened to re* 



Digitized by 



Google 



HI8TORT or MARTLAND. S73 

deem its ciedit, and the effects of the new spirit were' 
evident in the increased value of Maryland bonds at home 
and abroad. Still the interest of the debt was discharged 
in certificates or conpons, which, were taken in payment of 
taxes; bat by their depreciated rate 'the creditor of the 
State received only a portion of his does. The condition 
of the treasury iiad now become finn and prosperous ; 
every year, a greater sum was received than would pay the 
current interest, but the surplus was exhausted in reducing 
the arrears of former years :. and the governor^ confident in 
the ability of tl^e State to meet all its liabilities, recom- 
mended the legislature to fund those arvelurs, to repeal the 
coupon law, and to resume the cash payment of the inte- 
rest pf the debt 

In the spring of 1847, this desirable measure was adopted* 
The arrears of interest had been reduced, in three years, 
from one million four hundred and fifty thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-one dollars and fifty cents, to less than 
nine hundred thousand dolhtfS, which were funded; the 
accruing interest of those three years paid ; and the sink- 
ing fund largely increased with the prospect of its liquidat- 
ing the whole debt, in less than thirty year^, even unaided 
by the annual surplus, which might be in the treasury, over 
and above all demands. On the' first day of January, 1848, 
the State resumed the regular payment of its interest at 
home and abroad, with the assurance that it win maintain 
onsullied the honor of its ancient name ; an assurance 
stTengthened and confirmed by the inaugural address of 
Philip Francis Thomas, the present governor. 

The natural wealth of the' soil of Maryland, its Apteoimn. 
great fertility with little cultivation^ had 'induced an evil 
system of husbandry which was productive of (he worst 
results. The author of a '* Relatk>n of Maryland," pub- 
lished shortly after the settlement of the colony, says that 
" the soil was generally rich, and in many places two feet of 
32 
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black rich moald with scarcely a stone, under which there 
was a good loam; whilst there was much ground fit for 
meadows and plenty of marl, both blue and white." Tobaeco 
and com formed the staple agricultural produce ; and these 
two crops were raised altematelj without a due regard to 
the preservation of the ibrtility of the soil by a judicious 
system of cultiTation. The consequence was that the rich- 
eat lands in time became impoTerished, and those of less 
strength entirely barren and unproductive. Wide thicts of 
" old fields " were thrown out into common as their enclo- 
sures fell into decay, leaving a melancholy line of sickly 
verdure marking where the slovenly "worm-fence" had 
stood and rotted; the neglected homestead dropped into 
ruins slowly and steadily; and at length its owner, deserting 
his native State and all its proud memories, in which per- 
haps his stalwart fathers had borne their part, migrated to 
the new lands of western New Yoric, or of Ohio and Ken- 
tucky. These desolate wastes met the eye in almost every 
portion of Maryland, and excited the forebodings of men 
' who cherished the prosperity of their native State* 

It was necessary tha]t an effort should be made to arouse 
public attention and to awaken the husbandman (h>m his 
apathy. Agricultural societies were formed throughout the 
counties, a State association was assembled, an. excellent 
journal established to advocate the cause of the noblest of 
all pursuits— the cultivation of the soil. Men of enterprise 
turned their attention to the restoration of these barren 
wastes, and soon presented to the astonished eye of the 
advocates of the ancient system, the " old fields " renovated 
suddenly by the power of lime, guano and composts judi- 
ciously applied, and blooming and producing with something 
of their pristine fertility. The spirit of improvement did not 
rest with these ; the man of amaUer means imitated their ex- 
ample and profited by their experience. The barren wastes 
of the last generation are becoming smiling fields groaning 



Digitized by 



Google 



BISTORT et MARTLAND. 



875 



with yellow harvests, and rich meadows waving with sweet 
scented grasses; the voices of a thriving. rural popolation 
sound like music once more in these long deserted ranges; 
and the last " old field " of Maryland will soon yield to the 
onward progress of agricultural improvement.* 

While this advance in agriculture was going Muafteiwm 
on the manufacturer was not idle. Many of the streams of 
Maryland were admirably calculated for the purposes of 
propelling machinery, and wherever there was a site for a 
ikctory, the aroused enterprise of the people seized upon 
it, until the State has become a manufiicturing as well as a 
commercial and agricultural community. 

In the war lately existing between the United T»eM«xie«a 
IStates and Mexico^ the State furnished more than ^*'' 
two thousand men to the army. At its commeQcement, Gov. 
Pratt was notified by the president tp hold two regiments 
of volunteers in readiness as the quoti of the State ; he 
promptly responded t6 the call ; but the troops were never 
ordered into service. A brigade was offered to the govern- 
ment but declined ; and only a battalion, raised jointly in 
the District of Columbia and the State, accepted. It served 
with distinction, and lost its leader, the gallant Watson, at 
the storming of Monterey. When ten new regiments were 
raised by congress, only fbur companies were assigned to 
Maryland-^ company of dragoons, under Capt Richard T. 
Merrick, and three of voltigeurs, under Capts. Oden Bowie,t 
J. B. Archer, and John Eager Howard^ — ^the last named a 
grandson of the gallant hero of Eutaw and Cowpens, who 

^ Witness Montgomeiy coaaty, not long ttnce deemed one of the 
pooTMt coantiti of the 8tite» and now almott among tlie most produc- 
tive. To ''the American Farmer/* an excellent but unpretending 
Journal, ths people of the State owe much of tbia improvement ; and 
State pride ibould induce evexy man to aid it in its landaUe efibits to 
spread light upon the important edenee of agricnitun. 

t Capt. £.• in consequence of illness brought on by former senice in 
Mezioo^ resigned, and the company was filled only In part in this Stats. 
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profed himself worthy of his grandsiKe's name — fint mount- 
ing the walls of Chapultepec, at the head of his men and 
slaying sereral of the foe with his own band* A battalion 
of light artillery, under Col. Hughes, was also furnished by 
Maryland and the District cities, which won high encomiums 
for its skill and bravery. But the actions of all these braTe 
men are recorded in the nation's history : and' the dames 
of Ringgold, Ridgely, Watson, and a hundred others 
scarcely less distinguished, have been added to the roll of 
the sons of Maryland, who have died in arms for the glory 
of their country. . 

Thus stands Maryland, now, nobly erect ; its escutcheon 
washed free irom the stain of repudiation ; its fair fame re- 
deemed ; its prosperity redoubled ; its great canal hastening 
to its completion to develope the minerfd wealth, of its 
mountains ; its rail road about to span the Alleghanies and 
strike the Ohio, annihilating distance^ and pouring the 
trade of the West into the lap of Baltimore ; its Metropolis 
growing with a rapidity almost beyond precedent; its 
agriculture^ commerce, and manufactures, flourishing more 
than at any former period ; and its people, swelling with 
the recollections of the past, rejoicing at the return of peace 
once more ^o the land, and proudly welcoming back to 
their midst, those gallant sons who hsYe borne forward, as 
their fathers did of yore, the Stars and Stripes of the Union, 
through serried rank, against frowning battery, and over 
towering wall, with the brave Old Martlaitd Batoket. 
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TIm aboT« amQccnieiit of the ofieen of th« Mairltiid Line imder 
tlw prt9eot MtiblisDmeDt ordend by cong|«M, will m foand acconte. 
and eootaina a trua atata of their rank, rtapectiTely, ap to the preacnt 
time ; part of tlia Una being in Carolina and part in Mafjland, th« 
arrangement could not be completed on the fint of January, poiaoant 
to the resolution of congrets, but the rank has been adjusted, upon the 
principle of seniority, to that date, and the promotions r^uiaily mada 
since to such vacancies as hare happened. 

The aoldiers, of the late aeren Maiyland regiments being incorpo- 
rated, now form the first and aecond regiments : thoaa now levied, and 
about to be levied in the State, to be first marched to the southward, 
form the third regiment ; and it is proposed, as aoon as the State com- 
pletes her quota, or levies more, sufficient to form the two other 
regiments, to dissolve the incoiporation of the first and second, and 
assign the non-commissioned officers and old soldiers of those regi- 
ments to the first, second, third, fourth and fifth, to which the^ formerly 
belonged, in wtiich the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of thia 
late sixth and seventh— the Maryland part of the rifle and German 
regiments>-4he Maryland companies raised in the State, in other con« 
tinental corps, and tne Maryland Artillery, are to be equally divided, 
unless the artillery should be continued as a corps, which the State haa 
made application for to congress. 

This disposition, as aoon as circumstances may admit, seems most 
just and desirable to the officers in general, and must tend to promote 
the service, by placing a proportion of the old troops in each of the pre- 
sent regiments. 

The Mairland part of the rifle and German regiments not being 
incorporated, or considered as distinct corps, nor incfuded or arranged 
in the Maryland Line, have, notwithstanding, together with such com- 
panies as aboveaaid and the Maryland Artillery, been considered a part 
of the State quota. lam therefore induced to make the following 
return of the officers in these corps, to show their pretensions to such 
provision as has been granted, or may hereailer be made by congreasy 
' for them. 

The dates of commissions, and the promotions they might have l>een 
entitled to at the time of dissolution, I have in few instances been able 
to ascertain^ for want of proper returns of their respective state of rank 
an«l vacancies |[ nor from this cause could I a9certain or include the 
names or rank of any officers commanding the companies coming under 
the above description, except in Col. Nathaniel Gist's regiment 

OFriCEBS IX THS MAaTLAKB AATILLBAT. 
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OArr^ias. 
William Brown. 
Richard Dorsey. 



CAPTAZa MVTtaMAWn, 

Ebenezer Finley. 
James Smith. 



Robert Wilmot, 
Jacques Bacques, 
Nicholas Rickets, 



Young Wilkinson, 
, Clement Skerrett, 
James McFadon. 



Isaac Rawlings, 



John CheveKy 



John Canon. 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPElfDIZ. 891 

OFFICERS IN THB MAATLAND FAttT OF THB BIFLB COKF8. 
CAFTAIMS. 

Tbomai Hussey Lueket, I James M. Lingan, 

Adamson Tanaehill, | Rezin Davis, 

Lieutenant Elijah Erans— but claims a captaincy. 

•FFICCaS IN THIB MARYLAND PART OF THX GERMAN CORFfl. 

Liaut. Colonel Lodowick Weltncr, commissioned 9th August, 1777 

CaPTAIMB. 

Charles BMtzell, 10th May, 1777. ChristV Myers, 12th March, 1778. 
Michael Boyer, 25th May, 1778. 



libotbnants.' 
Martin Shu^art, 25th May, 1778. 
Jacob GromAlh, 4th January, 1778. 
David Morgan, 8th ApriF, 1778. 



ansiaif. 
Jacob Reybold, 2^ah July, 1778. 

<«nROBOII. 

Alexander Smith, August, 1778. 



Officers IN the karti.and fart of col. natbaniel gist's 

REGIMENT. 

Major Nathaniel Mitchell. 

OAPTAtir*. 

John Gist, Joseph Smith, Joseph Britain. 

There are many other officers not included h<^re who raised their 
companies in, a^d went from, the State of Maryland into the continental 
line, who come under the same description with those above enume- 
rated ; thererore, upon application, the expediency of admitting their 
I claims must necessarily come under consideration. 

W. SMALLWOOD, M. G.* 

I *Th«8e Mverat miH'arv offanisationa bsve been given as a matter of great in- 

terest^to eitable Uie reader to trace the jdifferent ofllcert who distiiigaisbecl thean- 
aelve*, in their promouuua from the coauneacement to the close of the war. 



APPENDIX B. 

TABLE OF XEOULARS AND MILITIA FlTRNISBED BT MARTLAMD 
DURING THE REVOLUTION. 

asenLAis. nuitia. 

1775 250 

1776 1*704 .^ 2,592 

1777 2,080 ....i 1,485 

1778 8.807 

1779 .i 2,849 

1780 2,065 1,280 

1781 770 

1782 -.1,280 

1788 974 • 



JRegtil( 

Mmtu 



lars.. 15,229 5^407 

tia 5,407 



Totil 20,686 
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Id connection with thefo several rolls of revolntionary olBcers, a de- 
scription of the uniforms worn- by the several corps of the continental 
army is appended, as of general interest. It is extracted from a letter 
from George Washington P Castis, Esq. to Gen. John Spear Smith, 
President of the Maryland Historical Society, to whose kindness the 
author U indebted for its appearance here. It has, he believes, never 
before been published. 

THE GENERAL STAFF. 
••Blue and biifT (the ancient whig colon of England) were adopted 
by Washington, as the uniform of the company that he first commanded, 
in the dawn of oar troubles with the mother country. Buii lining to 
coat; bufl' under-clothes ; black stock ; black boots; cocked hat, with 
black ribbon cockade; white plumes for the general officers; yellow 
buttons, and sword mountings. Washington alwigrs wore a white stock, 
and, never, a plume." 

ARTILLERY. 

'• Blue coat, red facings and linings ; red waistcoat ; white breeches, 
balf leg black gaiters ; black stock; cocked hat, with black cockade ; 
plume, red and t>lue — ^red uppermost ; and yellow buttons." 

INFANTRY. 

<< Bhie coat with red facings, white linine and white under-clothes ; 
black gaiters and stock ; cap with blue and white plumes. Light In- 
^nAry.^Short coatees, with blue and white plume, white buttons, and 
silver sword moantings." 

LIFE GUARD. 
«<Bhie coat with white facings, white . under-clothes, white lining; 
black gaiters ; blue and white plume : officers, cocked hats, blue and 
white plumes. Washington*s Life Guard was a major's command — 
180 picked men, commanded by Gibbs and CoUax— the crack corps of 
the army." 

RIFLfeHEN. 

** Hunting shirt and leggins — ^picturesque costume of the woodsmen, 
and the veritable emblem of the Revolution, Morgan's riflemen wore, in 
winter, blue and white uniforms ; hat turned up at the side with back's 
tail ; belt, tomahawk and knife." 

CAVALRY. 

"Lee's Legion, same as Tarleton's German Kangen, green and 
black— -green huttons; buff under-clothes. 

Washington's horse. 

•* Blue alhl red, white under-clothes, white buttons and silver meant- 
ings.«» 

"N. B. On the colors of die rifle corps, was the tomahawk, instead 
of a spear." 
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1675. 
1715. 
1715. 
1751. 
1771toin«. 



APPENDIX O. 

THI LORDS PR0PRI8TART OF MARTXJLin>. 

Ceciliuf OdTert, Second Lord Baltimore. 
Ctwrles Calvert, Third '« «« 
Benedict Leonard Calvert, Fourth Lord Baltimore. 
Charles Calvert, FiAb *• « 

Frederick Calvert, Sixth and last Lord Baltinuve. 
Ueniy Harford, Laat Proprietary. 



APPENDIX H. 

GOVERJfORS OF MARYLAND. 



16Sd. Leonard Calvert. 
1647. Thomas GreenOi 
1649. William Stone. 
1654. CommissioDers under Par- 
liament. 
1658. Josiah Fendall. 

1661. Philip Calvert. 

1662. Charles Calvert. 

1667. Charles Lord Baltimore. 
1678. Thomas Notley. 
1681. Charles Lord Baltimore. 
1686. William Joseph, Aws. of 

Deputies. 
1689. Convention of Protestant 

Association. 

AOYAL OOVUINOU. 

1692. Sir Lionel Copley. 
169S. Sir Edmond Andros. 
1694. Francis Nicholson. 
1699. Nathaniel Blackistone. 

1708. Thomas Tench, President. 
1704. John Seymour. 

1709. Edward Lloyd, Pres. 

1714. John HaH. 

PROPHIBTABT OOVERNHBITT. 

1715. John Hart. 
1720. Charles Calvert. 

1727. Benedict Leonard CalVert 

17S2. Samuel 0{r|e. 

1783. Charles Lord Baltimore. 

1786. Samuel Ogle. 

1742. Thomas Bladen. 

1747. Samuel Of ie. 

1752. Benjamin Tasker, Pres. 

1758. Horatio Sharpe. 

1769. Robert Eden. 



THS RBVOLUTIOir. 

1774-5-6. Convention and 
cU of Safety. 

STATE GOVBRNMBNT. 

1777. Thomas Johnson. 
1779. Thomas Sim Lee. 
1782. William Paca. 
1786. William Smallwood. 
1788. John Eajer Howard. 

1791. George Plater. 

1792. Thomas Sim Lee. 
1794. John H. Stone. 

1797. John Henry. 

1798. Benjamin Ogle. 
1801. John Francis Mercer. 

1808. Robert Bowie. 
1806. Robert Wright. 

1809. Edward Lloyd. 

1811. Robert Bowie. 

1812. Levin Winder. 

1815. Chas.Ridgely, of Hampton. 

1818. Charles Goldsborough. 

1819. Samuel Sprigg. 
1822. Samuel Stevens, Jr. 
1825. Joseph Kent. 

1828. Daniel Martin. 

1829. Thomas King CairoU. 

1880. Daniel Martin. 

1881. George Howard. 
1832. James Thomas. 
1885. Thomas W. Veazey. 
1888. William Orason. 
1841. Francis Thomas. 
1844. Thomas G. Pratt 
1847. Philip Fnncis ThoBUfl. 
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APPENDIX r. 



mMBSRS OF THE MARTLAND CONVENTION OF 177S, WHTOH 
FRAMED THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE. 



81. Mary'i Ownty. 
Richard Barnes, 
Ignatius Fenwick^ 
George Plater, 
Jeremiah Jordan. 

CharUi Cbmiijf, 

Robert T. Hooe, 
John Dent, 
Thomas Semmei, 
John Parnbam. 

Caivari Oamif. 

Benjamin Mackill, 
Charles Grahame, 
I William Fitzhngb, 
John Mackall. 

Prinee 0§9rge'$ Cbwi^. 

Walter Bowie, 
Benjamin Hall, 
Osbom Sprigg, 
Luke Marbury. 

Anne JrwuUl County, 

John HaH» 

Brice T. B. Worthington, 
Kesin Hammond, 
Samuel Chase. 

Frediridc—Lower Diitrid, now 
Monlgomery Cbwity. 

Thomas Snrigg Wootton, 
Jonathan Wilson, 
William Bayly, Jr. 
£liflba Wilhams. 

Uiddlt Diitrict-^FrederidQ Comity, 

Adam Fischer, 
(Jpton Sheredine, 
Cnristopher £delen, 
David Schriver. 

Vpp€r DkiTid—WiukhgUm and 
JitUghany Qmntiu. 

Samuel Beall, 
Samuel Hughes, 
John Stull, 
Henry Schnebly. 



BalHtnoro Oomtf. 

Charles Ridgely, 
Thomas Cockey Deye, 
John Stevenson, 
Peter Shepherd. 

Harford Oamty. 

Jacob Bond, 
Henry Wilson, Jr. 
John Love, 
John Archer. 

CecUOomd^. 

Joseph Gilpin, 
Patrick Ewing, 
David Smith, 
Benjamin Brevard. 

TalMComi^, 

PoHard EUlmondson, 
John Gibson, 
Matthew Tilghman, 
James Lloyd Chamberlaine. 

CaroUm Oranty. 

Nathaniel Potter, 
William Richardson, 
Richard Mason, 
Henry Dickinson. 

Dorchotter Gmnijf. 

Robert Ooldsborough, 
James Murray, 
John Ennalls, 
James Ennalls. 

Samermt OomUif. 

Gustavtts Scott, 
Geoi]ge Scott, 
William Horsey, 
Henry Lowes. 

WotcooUt CvIM^« 

Samuel Handy, 
Peter Chaille, 
Smith Bishop, 
Josiah Mitchell. 
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Kemi Cbimiy. 

Thottts RiDgp>ld, 
William Ringgold, 
Jofeph Earia, 
Thomaa Smyth. 

QtiAfii jtnnt*$ Cbim^. 

Torbttt Wright, 
Jamea Kent, 



WUtiam Braff, 

Solomon Wright 

BaUiman C%. 
John Smith, 
Jeremiah T. Chase. 

William Paca, 

Charles Carroll of Carrolltoo. 



Matthew Tilohxan, Fruidnd* Gabribx. Dxj'tali^ CUrk* 



APPENDIX J. 



' RATIFICATION OP THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES BY THE MARTLAND CONVENTION, 1788L 

Mn Ompentiah of the DeUgatet of (Ae PtopU of the StaU ff MwryUmd, 
28th JprU, 1788. 

Wc, the delegates of the people, of the State of Mairland, having 
fully considered the Constitution of the United States of America, re- 

Sorted to Congress by the Convention of Deputies from the United 
tates of America, held in Philadelphia on the 17th day of September, 
in the year 1787, of which the anneiced is a copy, and submitted to ua 
by a resolution of the General Assembly of Maryland, in November 
Session, 1787, do, for ourselves, and in the name and on the behalf of 
the people of this State, assent to and ratify the said constitution. 
Id witness whereof, we have hereunto subscrit>ed our names. 



Gborob Platbr, President, 



Richard Barnes, 
Charles Chilton, 
N. Lewis Sewall, 
William Til^rhman, 
Donaldson Yeates, 
Isaac Perkins, 
William Grang^er, 
Joseph Wilkinson, 
Charles Graham, - 
Daniel Sullivan, 
James Shaw, 
Joseph Gilpin, 
H. Hollingsworth, 
James Gordon Heron, 
Samuel Evans, 
Fielder Bowie, 
Osborne Sprigg, 
Benjamin nail, 
John Chesley, Jr. 
William Smith, 
G. K. Brown, 

Attest: 



J. Parnham, 
Zeph. Turner, 
Michael Jenifer Stone, 
R. Goldsborough, Jr. 
Edward Lloyd, 
John Stephens, 
George Gale, 
Henry Waggaman, 
John Stewart, 
John Gale, 
N. Hammond, 
Abraham Few, 
William Paca, 
J. Richardson, 
William Richardson, 
Matt. Driver, 
Peter Edmondson, 
James Mc Henry, 
John Coult«»r, 
George Digges, 



Nicholas Carrole, 
Alexander C. Hanson, 
James Tiighnuin, 
John Seney, 
James Holliday, 
William Helmsley, 
Peter Chaille, 
James Martin, 
William Morris, 
John Done, 
Thomas Johnson, 
Thomas Sim Lee, 
Richard Potts, 
Thomas Sprigg, 
John StuU, 
Moses Rawlines, 
Henry Shryock, 
Thomas Crampbin, 
Richard Thomas, 
William Deakins, Jr. 
Benjamin Edwaids. 



William Habwood, Clerk. 
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MARYJUAJ7D SENATORS IN THB UNITED STATES* SENATE. 
WUTEKIV SHORE. 

1789, March 4th,. . • Charles Carroll of Carrollton. 

1793, January 10th, Richard Potts. 

1796, November SOtb, J oho Eaeer Howard. 

1803, March 4th, Samuel Smith. 

1816, January 29th Robert G. Harper. 

1816, December ^th, Alexander Contee Uanidn. 

1819, December 2l8t, William Pinkney. 

1822, December 15th, Samuel Smith. 

1833, March 4th, Joseph Kent. 

1838, January 4th William D. Merrick. 

1845, March 4th Reverdy JohnaoQ. 

BASTEEN SBOEE. 

1789, March 4th, John Heniy. 

1797, December lltb,. James Lloyd. 

1800, Deceniiber 12th, William Hindoian 

1801, November 19th Robert Wright. 

1806, November 25th, Philip Reed, 

1813, May 21st Robert H. Goldtborougfa. 

1819, December 2l8t, Edward Lloyd. 

1826, January 24th, Ezekiel F. Chambers. 

1835, January 13th, R. H. Goldsborough. 

1886, December 31st, John S. Spence. 

1841, January 5th ; John Leeds Kerr. 

1843, March 4th, James Alfred Peaice, 
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Ye«. 1 


Whites. 


Negro BteTea. 


Fme Blacks. 


TotsL 


1684 


The first coi- 


ony, about.. 




200 


1660 








12.000 


1665 








16,000 


1671 








20.000 


1701 








80,000 


1715 


40,700 
94,000 


9.600 
86.000 




50.2C0 


1748 




180.000 


1766 


107,963 


46,225 


« 


154.188 


1775 


About.... 






200,000 


1782 


170,688 


.......... . 

83.862 




254,050 


1790 


208.649 


108,036 


8,043 


319 728 


1800 


222,402 


107,708 


19.587 


349,692 


1810 


285,575 


111.502 


33,469 


380,546 


1820 


261,305 


107,806 


88.739 


407.850 


1830 


29.1.224 


102.878 


52.988 


447.040 


1840 


317.675 


89,619 


61.988 


469.282 



POPULATlOlf O? THE COUNTIES OP MABTLAND 

In 1790, 1800, 1810, 1820, 1880, and 1840, at ihoum 6y the cennu taken 
in tko$€ yeare, 
CECIL. KENT. 





•LAVES. 


F. COL. 


WHITE. 


TOTAL. 


8LATBS. 


F. COL. 


WHITK. 


1790 


3,407 


163 


10,056 


13,626 


5,443 


655 


6,T48 


1800 


2.103 


873 


6,542 


9,018 


4,474 


1.786 


5.511 


1810 


2,467 


947 


9.662. 


13,066 


4,249 


1,979 


5,222 


1820 


2.342 


1.783 


11,821 


16,046 


4,071 


2,067 


5,316 


1830 


1,705 


2,249 


11,478 


16,432 


3,191 


2,260 


5,050 


1840 


1.846 


2.652 


13.464 


17,362 


2,741 


2.686 


5.513 



rOTAL 

12,83 

11.771 

11.460 

11,463 

10,6<»1 

10.840 



CAROLINE. 



TALBOT. 



1 


•L4Vltll. 


r. c:oL. 


WHITS. 


TOTAL. 


SLATSS. 


F. rOL. 


WHITS. 


1790 


2,057 


421 


7,028 


9,606 


4.777 


1.076 


7,221 


1 1800 


1,865 


602 


6.759 


9,226 


4,775 


1,691 


7.070 


1 1810 


1.620 


1,001 


6.932 


9,453 


4.878 


2.003 


7,349 


! 1820 


1.674 


1,390 


7,144 


10,108 


4.769 


2.234 


7.386 


i 1880 


1,171 


1.652 


6,247 


9.070 


4.178 


2,483 


6.291 


, 1840 


768 


1.727 


5.373 


7,868 


3,698 


2,336 


6,069 



TOTaLi 

13,084 
13.436 
14,230 
14.889 
12.947 
12.108 



QUEEN ANNE'S. 



SOMERSET. 



1790 

1800 
1810 
1820 
1830 
1840 



fI.AVRS. 

6.674 
6,517 
6.381 
6.68S 
4.872 
3.979 



r. COL. 


WHITS. 


TOTaU 


si.avsh. 


6IH 


8,171 


16,468 


7.070 


1,025 


7,315 


14,857 


7,482 


2,738 


7.529 


16.648 


6.975 


2,138 


7.226 


14,962 


7,241 


2.866 


6.659 


14.897 


6,556 


2.640 


6.006 


12.525 


5.885 



F. COU 

268 

586 

1,058 

1.952 

2.289 



WHITS. 

8,272 
9,340 
9.162 
10.886 
11,871 



2.642 '11.477 



15.610 
17,358 
17,195 
19,579 
20,166 
19,504 
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D0RCHX8TER. WORCX8TSR. 


! 

II 




•LAVn. 


r. COL. 


WHITB. 


TOTAL. 


■LAVSa. 


F. COL. 


WBITS. 


TOTAL. 


1T90 


ft,877 


628 


10,010 


15,876 


8,836 


178 


7.626 


11,640 


1800 


4,666 


2,365 


9,416 


16.846 


4.398 


449 


11,628 


16,870 ' , 


1810 


5,032 


2,661 


10,415 


16,108 


4,427 


1,034 


11,490 


16,971 


1820 


6,168 


2,497 


10,094 


17,759 


4,651 


1.636 


11.234 


17,421 


1830 


6,(M)1 


a»ooo 


10,685 


18,686 


4.082 


2.480 


10,197 


16,669 


1840 


4,282 


8.966 


10,612 


18,809 


8,648 8,063 


11.647 


18,26S 


I 

t 


ALLEGANY. WASHINGTON. 


■LAVM.I 


r. COL. 


WIIITS. 


TOTAL. 


■LAVBS. r. COL. 1 


WRITB. 


TOTAL. 


1790 


258 


12 


4,639 


4,809 


I.2S6 


64 


14.472 


15,822 { 


1 1800 


499 


101 


5,703 


6,808 


2,200 


842 


16.106 


18,650 


1810 


620 


113 


6,176 


6,909 


2.666 


483 


15.591 


18,780 ' 


. 1820 


795 


195 


7,664 


8.664 


8,201 


627 


19,247 


23,076 




; 1880 


818 


222 


9.669 


10,609 


2,909 


1,084 


21,276 


26,268 




* 1840 


811 


216 


14,677 


15.704 


2,506 


1,656 


24,801 


28.862 


, 


i ^^ 


EDERK 


:K. BALTIMORE. 




' SttAVKS. 


r. COL. 


WMITK. TOTAL. , 


■LAVBS. r. COL* 


WBITB. 


TOTAU 




1 1700 


8,641 


213 


26,937 


80,791 


6,877 


604 


18.953 


25,484 


' 


1800 


4,572 


478 


26,478 


81,528 


6,880 


1.636 


24,150 


82,616 




j 1810 


5.671 


783 


27.988 


84,437 


6,697 


1,687 


21,021 


29.266 


i 


! 1820 


6,555 


1,777 


32,097 


40,459 


6.720 


2,168 


24,680 


88,463 




1 1830 


6,.370 


2,716 


36.703 


46,789 


6,638 


3.098 


80,626 


40,266 


1 


1840* 4,420 


2,987 


27,575 84,982 i 


•4,440 


3.478 


24.184 


32,062 




BALTIMORE CITY. HARFORD. 




SL^VKri. 


r. COL. 


WHITK. 


TOTAU ■ SLAVKS. 


r. cou 


WUIIK. 


TOTAU 




1790 


1.255 


323 


11,925 


18,608 8,417 


775 


10.784 


14,976 


1 


' 1800 


2,843 


2,771 


20,900 


26,514 


4,264 


1.344 


12,018 


17.626 




1 1810 


4,672 


6,671 


36.212 


46,455 


4.481 


2,221 


14,606 


21.268 




1820 


4,357 


10,326 


48,055 


62,738 


8,320 


1>387 


11,217 


15,924 


' 


1880 


4,120 


14.790 


61,710 


80.620 


2.984 


2,048 


11,287 


16,819 


' 


; 1840 


8,212 


17,980 81,321 


102.513 


2,537 2,449 


11.915 


16,901 




MONTGOMERY. PRINCE GEORGE's. 


1 


flLAVt*. 


r. OOL. 1 WSITS. 


TOTAU 


SLAVKS. 


F. COU 


WHITB. TOTAL. 


1 


1790 


6,030 


294 


11,679 


18,003 


11.176 


164 


10,004 


21,844 


1 


1800 


6,288 


262 


8,508 


15,058 


12,191 


648 


8,846 


21,186 




1810 


7,572 


677 


9,781 


17.980 


9.189 


4.929 


6,471 


20,689 


1 


1820 


6,396 


22 


9,082 


16.400 


11,285 


1.096 


7,835 


20,216 


1 


1880 


6.447 


1,266 


12,108 


19,816 


11,585 


1,202 


7.667 


20,474 




1840 


5,137 


1,240 


8,292 i 14,669 


10,640 


1,080 i 7,7631 19,488 1 


1 


SAINT Mary's. calvert. 


1 
1 
1 




SLAVKS. 


r. COL. 


WHITS. 


TOTAL. 


BLAVKS. 


F. COL. 


WOITB. 


TOTAL. 


1 


1790 


6,986 


848 


8,216 


16,644 


4,306 


186 


4,161 


8,608 


t 


1800 


6,899 


622 


6,678 


18,699 


4.401 


807 


8.889 


8,297 


1 


1810 


6.000 


686 


6,168 


12,794 


8,987 


888 


8,860 


8,006 


1 


1820 


6,048 


894 


6,082 


12,974 


8,668 


694 


8,716 


8,078 




1880 


6.183 


1,179 


6,097 


18,469 


8,899 


1.218 


8,788 


8,900 




1840 


5,767 


1,418 


6,074 1 18,244 i 4,401 > 1,292 « 8,402 


0,096 










^ 
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CHARLX8. 



AKKE ARUNDEL. 





•LAVBi. 


r. Gou 


warrc. 


TOTAL. 


■LitVBS. 


F. COL. 


WBITK. 


TOTAU 


1790 


10,085 


404 


10,124 


20,618 


10,180 


804 


11,664 


22,598 


1600 


9,558 


571 


9,048 


19,172 


9.760 


1,833 


11,030 


22,628 


1810 


12,435 


412 


7,398 


20,245 


11,693 


2,536 


12,439 


26,668 


1820 


9.419 


567 


6,514 


16,500 


10,828 


8,382 


13,455 


27,165 


1830 


10,129 


851 


6,789 


17,769 


9,997 


4,076 


14,222 


28,295 


1840 


9,280 


817 


5,915 


16,012 


9,816 


5,120 


14,599 


29,535 



• CARROLL COUNTY. 
1840— Slaves, 1,120; F. Col., 895; Whites, 15,223— Total, 17,288 



APPENDIX N. 

Note to Paox 22. — Whilst the above page was passing tfaroagh the 
press, the author was kindly furnished with the following paragraph on 
the subject of Secretary Calvert's conversion, taken from " The Ac- 
count of the Court of James the First,*' a work, attributed to Bishop 
Goodman, who lived at that era, but first published at London, in 1839 : 

** The third man who was thought to gain by th^ Spanish match was 
Secretary Calvert ; and as he was the only secretary employed in the 
Spanish match, so undoubtedly he did what good offices he could there- 
in, for religion's sake, being infinitely addicUd to the Roman Catholic 
faith, having been convertea thereunto by Count Gondemar, and Count 
Arundel, whose daughter Secretary Calvert's son had married — and as 
it was said, the secretary did usually catechise his own children, so to 
ground them in his own religion ; and in his best room having an altai 
set up, with chalice, candlesticks, and all other ornaments, he brought 
all strangers thither, never concealing any thing, as if his whole joy and 
comfort had been to make open profession of his religion." vol. i, p. 876. 

This, though entirely concurring with Fuller in regard to the fact 
of Secretary Calvert's conversion, and his zealous and open profession 
of the Catholic faith after that event, appears to be in conflict with 
him as to the time of the conversion. It is true, that the Bishop does 
not deal in dates, but by inference he conveys the idea that the con- 
version took place before Secretary Calvert's employment in the ne- 
Ktiation of tne Spanish match, which was finally broken off" in the 
ginning of the^ear 1624— having been agitated as early as 1617, 
two years before Calverf*s appointment as Secretary. It is difficult to 
assign the precise period at which Calvert was first employed in this 
negotiation. Fuller (who wrote his life, while Goodman and Wilson 
only allude to him incidentally) distinctly states that Calvert's conver- 
sion took place in 1624, and that he assigned this fact to the King as 
his reason for tendering his resignation ; his account has been adopted 
in the text after the example of nearly all the historians since that time 
who have treated of this subject, among whom are Kippis, Belknap, 
Dodd, Bumap, Bancroft, and McMahon. 
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